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ADDRESSES  AND 
REPORTS 

Presented  to  the 

U.F.A.  CONVENTION 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  EDMONTON 
JANUARY,  1936 


Annual  Presidential  Address 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Before  I  express  my  viewpoint  on  some  of  the  important  problems 
that  seriously  affect  the  agricultural  industry  and  also  the  people  of 
Canada  as  a  whole,  permit  me  to  extend  greetings  and  a  cordial  welcome 
to  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this,  the  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  To  those  delegates  who  are 
attending  a  U.F.A.  Convention  for  the  first  time,  may  I  express  the  hope 
that  through  active  participation  in  the  proceedings  you  will  not  only 
contribute  of  your  best,  but  at  the  same  time,  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  the  ideals  and  objectives  of  our  organization.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  many  familiar  faces  will  be  absent  on  this  occasion.  To  the  families 
ana  friends  of  those  who  have  passed  on  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy. 
To  those  who  are  absent  through  sickness,  may  I  express  the  hope  that 
they  will  experience  a  speedy  recovery. 

May  I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressiong  my  appreciation  of 
the  valuable  services  rendered  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  our 
Vice-President,  and  also  to  the  staff  at  Head  Office,  and  also  to  the  Editor 
and  staff  of  The  United  Farmer. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  membership  during  the  past  year  has 
shown  a  serious  decline.  The  membership  for  1934  was  14,862,  while  for 
the  last  year  it  was  only  9,838,  a  decline  of  5,024.  For  a  few  years  the 
membership  recorded  a  steady  increase  and  it  was  anticipated  that  this 
being  an  election  year,  judging  from  past  records,  we  could  expect  a 
very  substantial  increase  in  members.  For  reasons  well  known  to  all, 
this  anticipated  increase  in  membership  did  not  materialize. 

The  co-operative  activities  of  the  Association  show  a  very  healthy 
expansion.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  expansion  has  been  greater  in  the 
drier  areas  where  the  crop  conditions  were  poorest,  than  in  the  districts 
where  crop  conditions  were  more  normal,  indicating  that  where  there  was 
only  a  small  amount  of  money  to  spend,  the  people  of  those  areas  appre- 
ciate the  substantial  savings  that  can  be  secured  by  co-operative  buying. 
The  Co-operative  Committee's  repoi't  will  be  placed  before  you  for  con- 
sideration, and  I  trust  that  some  suggestions  may  be  made  that  will  assist 
in  further  extending  this  valuable  service. 

The  economic  condition  of  the  people  continued  to  show  meagre 
improvement  over  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  unemployed  and 
those  receiving  relief  is  somewhat  less  than  a  year  ago,  but  is  still  of  such 
dimensions  as  to  cause  anxiety  to  those  who  are  in  positions  of  authority 
and  therefore  responsible  for  providing  some  measure  of  relief  to  those 
who,  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  are  unable  to  provide  for  themselves 
and  their  families.  The  measure  of  relief  supplied  by  the  Federal,  Pro- 
vincial and  Municipal  governments  has,  generally  speaking,  been  provided 
through  borrowing,  thereby  adding  enormously  to  the  permanent  debt  of 
these  institutions  and  necessitating  increased  taxation  to  provide  for  the 
annual  carrying  charges — and  this  in  a  land  blessed  with  a  virile  popula- 
tion, enormous  and  valuable  natural  resources,  machinery  and  processes 
of  production  capable  of  providing  every  person  in  the  Dominion  with  an 
abundance  of  the  material  things  required  for  a  high  standard  of  living. 
Probably  the  most  impoitant,  though  not  the  only  reason,  for  the  improve- 
ment in  economic  conditions,  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  price  levels  of 
agricultural  products.  Although  not  spectacular,  these  increases  in  prices 
have  been  of  substantial  benefit  to  the  industry.    Generally  speaking,  the 
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price  level  of  agricultural  products  is  still  below  the  cost  of  production, 
and  so  long  as  this  condition  continues,  progress  towards  economic  recovery 
will,  at  the  best,  be  slow. 

OUTSTANDING  EVENTS 

Three  of  the  most  outstanding  events  of  the  past  year  have  been  the 
results  of  the  elections  in  the  Dominion  and  in  the  Province  of  Alberta, 
also  the  passing  of  legislation  by  the  Parliament  of  Canada  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  Wheat  Board.  Of  these  three  events,  the  latter,  in  my 
opinion,  was  the  most  important.  I  do  not  say  this  to  disparage  in  any 
way  the  achievement  of  the  successful  parties  or  to  reflect  upon  the 
personnel  of  the  new  Governments  or  their  supporters.  In  these  days  of 
economic  pressure,  the  life  of  governments  is,  at  the  best,  transitory, 
whereas,  the  creation  of  the  Canada  Wheat  Board  is,  I  trust,  a  permanent 
accomplishment,  and  marks  another  step  towards  the  goal  of  complete 
co-operation,  which  we  as  an  organization  visualize. 

In  the  year  1919,  the  U.F.A.  in  annual  convention  decided  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  it  was  advisable  to  secure  representatives  for  our 
industry  in  the  Federal  Parliament  and  in  the  Provincial  Legislature.  In 
the  year  1921  the  opportunity  came.  In  the  Provincial  election  of  that 
year  our  organization,  with  the  assistance  of  supporters  outside  the  move- 
ment, elected  a  majority  of  the  Provincial  Members.  The  elected  U.F.A. 
Provincial  Members  were  called  upon  and  did  form  the  Government.  For 
fourteen  years  the  U.F.A.  Government  remained  in  office,  and  has  to  its 
credit  a  record  of  honest  and  efficient  administration,  that  we,  the  parent 
organization,  are  proud  of. 

Occasionally  we  hear  rumblings  over  the  air  that  the  present  Pro- 
vincial Government  is  continually  engaged  in  cleaning  up  the  mess  that 
was  left  by  the  former  Government,  without  indication  being  given  of  the 
nature  or  the  extent  of  the  mess.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  mess  com- 
plained of  has  reference  to  the  debt  of  the  Province.  I  am  not  aware  that 
after  taking  into  consideration  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  matter,  the 
Province  of  Alberta  is  in  any  worse  position  than  the  other  Provinces  of 
the  Dominion.  What  seems  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, however,  is  the  fact  of  the  debt-creating  propensities  of  the  present 
economic  system.  Inasmuch  as  I  am  led  to  understand  that  the  majority, 
if  not  all  of  the  Provincial  Cabinet  are  staunch  upholders  of  the  present 
system,  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  they  should  describe  as  "a  mess"  the 
inevitable  results  of  the  system.  Debt  and  the  profit  system  are  insepar- 
able. 

Due  recognition  must  be  accorded  to  our  former  U.F.A.  Provincial 
representatives  for  devotion  to  their  duties  and  for  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  them. 

You  can  readily  understand  that  for  personal  reasons  I  hesitate  to 
comment  upon  the  activities  of  our  U.F.A.  Federal  group  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  May  I  be  permitted  to  say  that  our  former  Federal  Members 
toiled  unceasingly  for  the  social  and  economic  welfare  of  those  that  they 
had  the  privilege  to  represent.  The  activities  and  achievements  of  our 
Federal  Group  are  too  well-known  and  appreciated  to  require  further 
comment. 

The  defeat  in  the  recent  elections  of  all  our  Federal  and  Provincial 
candidates  is  creating  a  questioning  in  the  minds  of  many  as  to  whether 
the  time  has  not  arrived  when  the  subject  of  the  political  activities  of  the 
Association  should  be  reconsidered.  It  is  suggested  that  inasmuch  as  the 
Association  has  no  representatives  in  either  the  House  of  Commons  or 
the  Provincial  Legislature,  there  is  at  this  time  an  opportunity  to  with- 
draw from  politics  and  confine  our  efforts  to  the  social,  economic  and 
co-operative  activities  of  our  organization.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss 
this  question  now,  but  may  I  suggest  that  the  defeat  of  our  candidates  is 
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of  such  recent  occurrence  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  postpone  for  a 
year,  the  final  decision  in  this  matter.  I  feel  sure  that  we  would  be  in  a 
far  better  position  to  make  a  decision  that  would  be  in  the  best  interests 
of  our  Association  at  our  next  Convention  than  at  present. 

THE  WHEAT  SITUATION 

Of  the  immediate  problems  confronting  agriculture,  I  must  confess 
that  the  wheat  situation  has  given  me  more  concern  than  any  other.  It  is 
not  because  the  other  problems  are  not  important,  but  rather,  because  of 
the  greater  surplus  of  wheat  available  for  export  in  comparison  to  the 
surpluses  of  other  agricultural  products.  To  find  markets  for  our  surplus 
wheat  at  prices  that  will  make  a  fair  return  to  the  producer  is  a  problem 
of  some  magnitude.  When  we  remember  the  restrictions,  such  as  tariffs, 
import  and  milling  quotas,  etc.,  now  in  force  in  many  of  the  European 
countries  that  were  at  one  time  large  importers  of  our  wheat,  we  can 
readily  realize  the  difficulties  with  which  we  are  confronted.  The  present 
problem  had  its  origin  during  the  period  of  the  Great  War.  It  is  estimated 
that  in  Europe  not  less  than  20  million  acres  of  land  that  formerly  pro- 
duced wheat  were  used  for  other  purposes  during  war  time.  Countries 
outside  of  the  war  zone  and  capable  of  producing  wheat  were  called  upon 
to  produce  greater  quantities  of  this  cereal,  and  the  price*  of  wheat  rose 
to  abnormal  levels.  The  result  was  that  these  countries  enormously 
increased  their  acreage  for  the  production  of  wheat.  When  hostilities 
ended  the  exporting  countries  had  increased  their  wheat  growing  acreage 
by  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  that  which  had  been  withdraw^  from 
wheat  production  in  Europe.  Furthermore,  at  this  time  there  were  no 
surplus  stocks  of  wheat,  and  as  wheat  prices  remained  relatively  high, 
exporting  countries  continued  to  expand  their  wheat  growing  acres. 
Countries  engaged  in  the  war  realized  the  importance  of  food  supplies 
during  war  time,  and  devised  policies  calculated  to  provide  adequate  food 
supplies  in  the  event  of  their  being  engaged  in  future  wars.  These  policies 
included  the  bonusing  of  the  production  of  wheat,  together  with  the 
restrictions  that  I  have  mentioned,  in  order  to  encourage  their  farmers 
to  grow  more  wheat.  Eventually  the  wheat  growing  acreage  of  Europe 
was  restored.  The  saturation  point  was  reached  in  the  year  1928.  In 
that  year  wheat  crops  were  uniformly  good  the  world  over.  The  result 
was  that  after  providing  for  world  requirements  there  was  an  enormous 
surplus,  estimated  to  be  approximately  three  times  the  usual  necessary 
carry-over.  Prices  steadily  declined,  until  in  the  fall  of  1932  the  price  of 
wheat  reached  the  lowest  point  in  400  years. 

With  the  return  of  the  Conservative  party  to  power  after  the  election 
of  1930,  the  Government  proceeded  to  put  into  effect  the  declared  policy 
of  the  party,  viz. :  the  raising  of  tariff  duties  on  imported  goods.  The 
result  of  this  policy  was  to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  primary  producers. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  result  of  the  Government's  tariff  policy 
was  the  primary  reason  for  the  grant  of  a  bonus  of  5  cents  a  bushel  on 
all  wheat  delivered  to  the  elevators.  The  following  year  the  Government 
decided  to  try  and  stabilize  the  price  of  wheat  in  preference  to  continuing 
the  bonus.  For  this  purpose  they  used  the  facilities  and  organization  of 
the  Canadian  Co-operative  Wheat  Producers,  Limited.  It  is  reasonable 
to  say  that  this  policy  has  increased  by  many  millions  of  dollars  the  price 
paid  to  the  producer.  Canada  being  the  only  large  exporting  country  to 
follow  thei  policy  of  stabilization,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  our  surplus 
of  wheat  would  increase,  provided  world  crop  conditions  remained  normal. 
This  is  what  happened.  The  former  Government  was  severely  criticized 
on  account  of  its  stabilization  policy.  Natural  forces  in  the  form  of 
drought,  frost,  rust,  hail  and  insect  pests,  have  so  reduced  the  world's 
visible  supply  of  wheat  that  it  appears  reasonably  certain  that  by  the  end 
of  the  grain  year  the  demand  for  our  wheat  will  be  such  as  to  reduce  our 
surplus  stocks  to  a  normal  carry-over.  This  will  indeed  be  a  satisfactory 
culmination  of  the  former  Government's  stabilization  policy. 
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At  this  point  we  may  be  pardoned  for  inquiring  as  to  the  present 
Government's  future  policy.  With  a  return  to  normal  crop  conditions,  and 
remembering  the  excess  acreage  producing  wheat,  we  can  readily  visualize 
the  possibility  of  a  return  to  a  similar  situation  to  that  through  which 
we  have  just  passed.  It  is  the  declared  policy  of  the  present  Government, 
to  secure,  if  possible,  wider  markets  for  our  primary  products.  This 
policy  will,  I  am  sure,  be  supported  by  all.  The  question,  however,  arises 
as  to  whether  these  markets,  if  and  when  secured,  will  be  satisfactory  as 
to  prices  paid  for  our  produce.  Markets  that  yield  a  return  that  is  less 
than  the  cost  of  production  are  of  no  value  to  the  producer.  If  this  will 
be  the  result  of  the  present  Government's  market  policy,  then  we  are 
justified  in  asking  the  Government  what  they  intend  to  do  about  it. 
The  primary  producers  cannot  any  longer  continue  to  sell  in  a  world 
competitive  market,  while  at  the  same  time  being  forced  to  buy  their 
requirements  in  a  tariff  restricted  market. 

While  it  is  true  that  there  are  still  many  problems  to  be  solved  in 
the  interests  of  greater  efficiency  in  agricultural  production,  the  most 
important  immediate  problem  facing  the  farmer  is  the  securing  and 
maintaining  of  an  equitable  price  level  as  between  farm  products  and  the 
goods  and  services  that  farmers  must  purchase.  I  realize  this  will  not  be 
easily  accomplished,  but  nevertheless,  it  is  of  such  importance  to  the 
farmer  that  there  should  be  no'  further  delay  in  attempting  to  reach  this 
objective.  To  the  extent  that  tariff  barriers  stand  in  the  way,  then, 
these  barriers  must  be  removed.  If  the  Government  cannot  see  its  way 
clear  to  remove  the  protective  features  of  our  tariff  legislation,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  farmer  from  securing  an  equitable  exchange  value 
for  his  products,  then  I  believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  must  insist 
that  the  Government  find  ways  and  means  of  recompensing  the  producer 
for  the  difference  between  the  price  received  and  the  price  that  would  be 
considered  as  an  equitable  exchange  value.  If,  as  is  anticipated,  the 
Wheat  Board  is  successful  in  reducing  our  surplus  stocks  of  wheat  to  a 
normal  carry-over,  this  will  not  be  a  final  solution  to  our  wheat  problem. 
May  I  suggest  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  members  of  our  organ- 
ization should  make  an  intensive  study  of  the  marketing  of  agricultural 
products  to  determine  whether  it  is  possible,  within  the  confines  of  the 
present  economic  system,  to  market  farm  produce  at  prices  that  are 
equitable? 

Before  leaving  this  subject  may  I  be  permitted  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation to  the  former  Federal  Government  and  to  Mr.  John  I.  McFarland 
for  their  successful  effort  in  securing  for  the  producer  a  better  price  for 
wheat? 

ECONOMIC  AND  FINANCIAL  PROBLEMS 

In  times  of  stress  io  is  only  natural  to  expect  that  the  people  will 
give  serious  consideration  to  the  various  phases  of  our  economic  system 
which  appear  to  adversely  affect  their  welfare.  In  recent  times  this 
consideration  has  very  largely  centered  around  subjects  such  as  monetary 
policy,  monetary  reform,  currency,  inflation,  deflation,  purchasing  power, 
control  and  use  of  credit  and  similar  kindred  subjects.  Much  has  been 
said  and  written  on  this  matter;  indeed  so  much  has  this  been  the  case 
that  we  are  apparently  drifting  towards  the  acceptance  of  the  idea  that 
a  proper  financial  policy  is  all  that  is  required  to  restore  prosperity. 
With  this  idea  I  emphatically  disagree.  I  recognize  the  necessity  of  a 
monetary  policy  that  is  based  on  the  premise  of  service  to  the  people 
instead  of  profit  to  shareholders  of  our  banking  institutions,  but  even  if 
this  were  accomplished  it  would  in  my  judgment  only  begin  to  touch  the 
fringe  of  the  real  problem.  Later  in  my  address  I  purpose  making  refer- 
ence to  what  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  important  problem  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  Canadian  people. 

For  many  years  the  U.F.A.  has  advocated  the  nationalization  of 


6 


banking  and  currency.  We  have  further  advocated  that  when  nationaliza- 
tion is  completed,  future  banking  service  be  rendered  at  cost  instead  of 
as  at  present,  cost  plus  profit.  I  sincerely  believe  that  this  is  a  sound 
policy.  May  we  now  examine  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  a 
policy.  The  paid-up  capital  of  our  chartered  banks  is  $145,000,000.  I 
have  not  the  actual  figures  of  total  dividends  paid  annually,  but  I  believe 
the  average  rate  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  10%  in  recent  years.  This 
would  mean  a  saving  in  bank  charges  of  approximately  $14,550,000.  We 
could  also  expect  a  further  substantial  saving  by  the  elimination  of  the 
present  duplication  of  service.  Furthermore,  we  would  expect  better 
service  to  the  people  through  the  elimination  of  the  profit  motive.  It  is 
quite  conceivable  that  the  rendering  of  an  improved  banking  service, 
together  with  a  monetary  policy  devised  in  the  interests  of  all,  would  be 
more  valuable  than  the  savings  effected,  as  already  mentioned.  Even  if 
all  this  is  accomplished,  however,  it  would  only  go  a  short  distance  toward 
securing  the  measure  of  prosperity  we  all  desire.  There  are  many  who 
claim  that  we  have  an  abundance  of  goods  or  that  we  can  produce  the 
abundance  of  goods  required,  provided  that  the  people  had  the  purchasing 
power  to  enable  them  to  secure  the  goods.  The  prevailing  idea  is  that 
purchasing  power  consists  of  legal  tender  or  substitutes  for  legal  tender. 

The  question  as  to  what  is  purchasing  power  is  so  important  that  I 
believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should  try  to  define  and  come  to  an 
understanding  as  to  what  it  really  is.  I  believe  that  purchasing  power 
is  anything  that  has  intrinsic  value  and  therefore  is  capable  of  being 
exchanged  and  will  pay  for  something  else  that  has  intrinsic  value.  The 
word  "intrinsic"  means  "inherent  in";  therefore  when  I  refer  to  something 
having  intrinsic  value,  I  mean  that  there  is  a  value  inherent  in  the  thing 
to  which  I  refer.  Legal  tender  or  substitutes  for  legal  tender  have  no 
intrinsic  value  and  are  incapable  of  paying  for  anything,  and  therefore 
are  not  purchasing  power.  The  only  purchasing  power  we  have  is  goods; 
goods  of  all  descriptions  including  coin  money,  all  kinds  of  consumer 
goods,  machinery  of  production,  plant  and  equipment  and  even  natural 
resources,  where  these  resources  are  privately  owned.  Goods  pay  for 
services,  goods  pay  taxes,  goods  pay  interest  and  principal,  indeed  goods 
pay  for  everything  because  goods  are  all  that  we  have  to  pay  with.  At 
this  point  it  is  advisable  to  point  out  that  although  legal  tender  is  not 
purchasing  power,  it  serves  a  very  useful  purpose  in  facilitating  the 
exchange  of  goods  and  services  for  goods  and  services.  Although  legal 
tender  performs  this  useful  function,  it  is  not  purchasing  power. 

May  I  illustrate  what  I  mean?  We  will  imagine  that  a  person  has 
in  his  possession  $1.00  worth  of  coin  money  and  a  dollar  note.  We  will 
also  presume  that  this  person  visits  a  store  and  secures  a  dollar's  worth 
of  goods  in  exchange  for  the  coin  money  and  then  proceeds  to  another 
store  and  secures  a  dollar's  worth  of  goods  in  exchange  for  the  dollar 
note;  the  question  involved  is:  Have  both  merchants  received  full  value 
for  their  goods?  Only  one  merchant  has  received  value  for  his  goods, 
and  that  merchant  was  the  one  who  received  the  coin  money  in  return 
for  the  goods.  The  other  merchant  who  received  the  dollar  note  only 
received  a  promise  to  pay,  and  a  promise  to  pay  is  not  payment.  Farmers 
who  buy  machinery  on  credit  usually  give  a  note  at  the  time  of  delivery, 
but  no  farmer  is  foolish  enough  to  imagine  that  by  giving  a  note  he  has 
paid  for  the  machinery  received.  The  farmer  knows  full  well  that  he 
must  produce  goods  and  put  these  goods  into  circulation,  receiving  in 
exchange  the  financial  representative  to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  the 
goods.  With  the  financial  representative  of  farm  produce  the  farmer 
redeems  his  note  for  machinery  purchased.  It  was  the  produce  of  the 
farmer's  toil  that  paid  for  the  machinery  and  not  the  financial  representa- 
tive of  it.  It  was  the  farmer's  goods  that  were  the  real  purchasing  power; 
the  financial  representative  (legal  tender)  merely  facilitated  the  trans- 
action. 

The  price  paid  by  the  Dominion  Government  to  the  Bank  Note  Com- 
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pany  of  Canada  for  $1.00  bills  was  $9.50  per  thousand,  or  less  than  one 
cent  per  $1.00  bill;  therefore  one  dollar  in  coin  money  (goods)  would  pay 
for  one  hundred  $1.00  bills  and  the  Company  would  have  received  full 
value  in  exchange  for  these  bills.  I  am  informed  that  it  costs  the  Char- 
tered Banks  of  Canada  on  the  average  about  IV2C  each  for  their  notes. 
A  five  or  ten  dollar  legal  tender  note  costing  only  IV2C  will  not  pay  for  five 
or  ten  dollars'  worth  of  goods;  therefore  legal  tender  is  not  purchasing 
power,  inasmuch  as,  having  no  intrinsic  value,  it  is  not  payment  for  goods 
and  services.  To  the  extent  and  value  that  legal  tender  is  in  circulation 
there  are  always  goods  and  services  unpaid  for;  and  further,  goods  and 
services  that  never  will  be  paid  for  until  such  time  as  the  institutions 
responsible  for  putting  these  instruments  into  circulation  redeem  their 
promises  to  pay. 

All  goods  and  services  are  privately  owned.  The  owners  are  the  only 
persons  entitled  to  receive  the  financial  representative  of  goods  and 
services.  Any  policy  that  contemplates  putting  into  circulation  a  greater 
amount  of  credit  instruments  than  would  be  a  claim  against  goods  and 
services,  without  making  provision  for  the  redemption  of  these  instru- 
ments, is  a  policy  of  confiscation.  If,  as  is  claimed,  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  purchasing  power,  then  there  is  a  shortage  of  goods.  If  there  is  no 
shortage  of  goods,  then  there  is  no  deficiency  of  purchasing  power. 
Monetary  reform  will  assist,  but  only  to  a  limited  extent,  in  solving  the 
economic  problem.  We  must  look  in  other  directions  to  secure  better 
understanding  of  what  is  involved  and  how  best  to  meet  the  problem. 

THE  REAL  PROBLEM 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  real  problem  is  to  be  found  in  the 
private  ownership  of  the  means  of  production.  When  our  present  economic 
system  came  into  existence,  scarcity  was  the  prevailing  condition,  human 
labor  alone  was  capable  of  producing  only  the  barest  subsistence.  The 
system  was  developed  on  the  basis  of  scarcity  and  is  being  run  today 
on  this  basis.  Generally  speaking,  and  with  some  exceptions,  where  an 
abundance  of  goods  is  produced  there  is  no  profit.  Profit  is  possible  only 
where  a  virtual  scarcity  of  goods  can  be  maintained.  Those  in  control 
of  industrial  plant  and  equipment  see  to  it  that  no  more  goods  are  pro- 
duced than  will  yield  a  profit.  This  is  one  of  the  important  reasons  why 
unemployment  is  so  prevalent.  The  farmer  and  some  of  the  other  primary 
producers  are  not  in  a  position  to  control  production  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  must  sow  in  the  spring  if  they  hope  to  reap  in  the  fall.  It  takes 
from  one  to  three  years  to  produce  mature  livestock.  The  farmer  is 
therefore  not  in  such,  a  position  that  at  short  notice  he  can  reduce  pro- 
duction to  the  point  where  he  can  secure  in  return  a  reasonable  reward 
for  his  efforts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  production  of  industrial  goods 
can  be  so  regulated  that  a  profit  can  be  assured.  If  at  any  time  industrial 
goods  become  so  plentiful  that  profits  are  jeopardized,  production  can  be 
retarded  by  factories  running  short  time  until  goods  become  sufficiently 
scarce  and  so  maintain  prices  and  profits.  So  long  as  profit  is  the  domin- 
ating factor  in  production,  how  can  the  Canadian  people  expect  to  secure 
the  abundance  of  goods  that  is  necessary  to  a  high  standard  of  living? 

Any  program  that  fails  to  visualize  the  necessity  of  the  public  own- 
ership of  the  means  of  production,  although  affording  temporary  benefit, 
will  fall  short  of  providing  the  economic  security  essential  to  human 
welfare. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  the  hope  that  each  of  us  will  gain  a 
clearer  conception  of  the  problems  with  which  we  are  faced  and  return 
home  firmly  resolved  to  build  up  our  organization  to  the  point  where  it 
can  successfully  overcome  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
people  enjoying  the  abundance  that  nature  has  provided. 

ROBERT  GARDINER. 

January  21st,  1936. 
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ADDRESS  BY  PRESIDENT  U.F.W.A.  TO  THE 
U.F.A.  CONVENTION,  JANUARY,  1936 


Mi-.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Once  again  I  come  before  this  gathering  of  men  and  women,  as  the 
representative  of  the  women  with  the  organization,  to  extend  on  their 
behalf,  greetings  to  this  Convention,  and  also  the  hope  that  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  week  and  decisions  arrived  at  will  be  in  keeping  with  the 
progressive  thought  and  action  of  those  who  seek  a  new  day  with  a  happier 
order  of  society. 

Before  going  into  a  report  of  the  U.F.W.A.  work,  I  should  like  to 
express  pleasure  in  having  Mr.  Sutherland  and  Mr.  Skinner  back  with  us 
again  at  the  Convention  after  long  serious  illnesses. 

Reviewing  the  past  year,  one  must  pay  tribute  to  the  men  and  women 
of  the  organization,  who  with  unsurpassed  loyalty  have  stood  by  with 
unfailing  faith  in  the  fundamental  ideals  of  our  group.  Meetings  of 
Locals  have  continued;  splendid  Conferences  have  been  held  throughout 
the  year;  the  Farm  Women's  Rest  Week  was  an  unqualified  success,  with 
thanks  due  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  the  U.F.A.  Government  and  to 
the  staffs  of  the  Schools  of  Agriculture  at  Olds  and  Vermilion.  The  Junior 
Conference  was  one  of  the  finest  ever  held.  Studies  have  been  continued 
by  our  Locals  and  we  greet  with  satisfaction  the  knowledge  that  the  study 
of  economics  has  gone  forward  very  definitely,  and  more  numerous  are 
those  who  are  doing  their  own  thinking. 

As  many  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Locals  and  Conferences  asked  for  the 
formation  of  a  Wheat  Board,  we  would  place  on  record  our  sincere  appre- 
ciation for  the  forming  of  that  Board,  and  for  the  pegged  price  of  wheat 
which  meant  so  much  to  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada  in  this  year  of 
devastating  frost.  Had  the  price  of  wheat  not  been  pegged  I  fear  that  the 
frost  damaged  grain  would  have  yielded  much  less  in  financial  returns  to 
those  who  met  again  this  year  cruel  disappointment  in  the  harvesting  of 
crops?  If  farmers  of  the  West  could  only  learn  co-operation  to  the  extent 
that  a  measure  of  unity  would  exist  in  their  ranks,  benefits  untold  would 
result.  Efforts  in  that  direction  are  so  frequently  met  with  suspicion, 
jealousy,  and  resentment,  and  instead  of  setting  about  working  out  our 
own  salvation,  we  look  here  and  there  for  special  aid  and  usually  go  to 
the  wrong  source  for  it. 

Many  of  you  are  aware  that  this  year  we  celebrate  the  21st  anniver- 
sary of  the  Women's  Branch,  and  it  is  with  mingled  feelings  that  I  present 
a  very  brief  resume  of  those  years. 

Looking  backward  to  1915,  we  see  a  group  of  fifty-eight  women  gath- 
ered in  McDougall  Church  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
advisability  of  organizing  a  provincial  organization.  There  had  been  no 
pre-arranged  program,  but  Mrs.  McClung,  Miss  Beynon  and  Dr.  Alexander 
were  three  of  the  speakers  to  address  that  audience.  After  lengthy  dis- 
cussion, the  majority  of  those  present  decided  to  adopt  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  to  elect  provisional  officers,  pending 
the  necessary  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  to  make  legal  the  women's 
organization.  Miss  Reed  was  the  first  President;  Mrs.  Cecil  Rice-Jones, 
Vice-President;  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Barritt,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Mrs.  H.  C. 
McDaniel,  a  member  of  the  present  Board,  was  also  a  member  of  that  first 
Board.  Twenty-three  Locals  with  a  membership  of  seven  hundred  was  to 
the  credit  of  those  women  who  did  the  pioneer  work  of  the  U.F.W.A.  that 
first  year. 
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The  next  year  committees  on  health,  education,  and  young  people's 
work  were  formed,  with  legislation  being  added  the  following  year,  and  the 
women  began  a  systematic  study  of  all  these  important  subjects.  Existing 
laws  were  scrutinized,  especially  those  which  affected  property  and  civil 
rights  of  married  women,  to  be  followed  later  by  the  study  of  all  legisla- 
tion, and  many  a  woman  who  prides  herself  on  her  devotion  to  her  own 
home  and  family  and  her  complete  indifference  to  all  political  thought, 
never  realizes  that  life  has  been  easier  for  her  and  her  selfish  interests, 
bcause  other  women  have  been  diligent  in  seeking  to  remove  the  stones 
from  the  highway  of  life. 

As  the  years  passed  other  committees  were  added;  the  interest  of  this 
women's  group  broadened  until  there  were  included  horticulture,  handi- 
crafts, home  economics,  immigration,  child  welfare,  mental  hygiene,  prison 
reform — in  fact,  all  phases  of  social  welfare — economics,  peace  and  inter- 
national relationship.  All  governments  these  days,  pretend  at  least  an 
active  interest  in  health  legislation.  To  organized  womanhood  is  due,  in 
very  great  measure,  this  slight  concern  in  the  health  of  the  people. 

In  our  organization,  at  the  1917  convention,  a  resolution  was  intro- 
duced which  asked  for  the  establishment  of  Municipal  Hospitals,  and 
from  that  time  the  United  Farm  Women  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  advancement  of  all  health  matters,  hospitals,  clinics,  sanitation,  inspec- 
tion of  school  children,  the  nursing  branch,  health  units,  the  Sterilization 
Act  which  made  possible  the  work  of  the  Eugenics  Board,  the  extermination 
of  venereal  disease,  mental  hygiene,  and  health  insmance,  and  we  were 
exceedingly  proud  of  the  fact  that  no  province  in  the  Dominion  had 
better  or  more  advanced  health  legislation  or  whose  government  was  more 
actively  interested  in  the  health  of  the  people  than  our  own. 

Since  its  inception,  the  Alberta  Maternity  Fund  has  also  won  from 
our  women  a  general  response.  Probably  it  would  be  well  to  take  a  few 
moments  to  explain  this  Fund.  In  our  province,  as  you  know,  we  had  and 
still  have  poverty,  and  very  often  it  is  in  the  home  where  dire  need  is 
the  greatest  that  the  little  new  life  is  born.  State  and  Church  oppose  the 
making  legal  the  Family  Limitation  Clinic,  but  the  men  who  compose 
these  courts  are  not  so  keen  on  seeing  to  it  that  governments  give  to  the 
expectant  needy  mother  a  grant  to  tide  her  over  in  her  hour  of  anguish, 
and  so  in  this  province  we  have  an  Alberta  Maternity  Fund — not  a 
Government  affair — but  composed  of  representatives  of  organized  women, 
the  I.O.D.E.,  W.I.,  and  U.F.W.A.,  and  to  the  chairman  of  that  organization 
go  the  layettes  for  the  tiny  babe,  and  no  woman  who  requires  aid  is  ever 
turned  down  if  supplies  are  on  the  cupboard  shelves.  In  this,  as  in  other 
avenues  of  helpfulness,  the  U.F.W.A.  has  made  generous  contribution. 
In  fact,  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  work  and  interest  of  our  group 
are  proud  with  us  of  the  achievements  of  the  21  years  of  organized  effort. 

And  then,  after  years  of  depression  with  tumbling  prices  of  farm 
produce,  with  hail,  drouth,  despair  and  resentment,  came  the  Utopian 
promises  of  a  new  deal,  with  the  result  that  when  the  dust  storm  of 
confused  and  muddled  thinking  had  swept  by,  our  political  activities  ap- 
peared to  be  in  ruins.  However,  political  activities  are  not  the  whole 
structure  of  the  U.F.A.  organization,  and  happenings  of  this  summer  we 
believe  to  be  only  an  interruption  in  our  progress.  Any  defeat  usually 
brings  blessings!  in  its  train  if  we  care  enough  to  look  for  the  blessings. 
And  while  we  regret  the  loss  of  the  Provincial  Government,  we  women  are 
hoping  that  this  province  will  eventually  be  governed  by  a  provincial 
council  of  twenty  or  thirty  men  and  women — a  procedure  wiser  and  less 
costly  than  our  present  system  of  government.  We  are  watching,  however, 
from  the  sidelines  of  political  activity  an  interesting  experiment,  something 
similar  to  the  N.R.A.,  that  splendid  attempt  under  State  Capitalism  to 
do  something  for  the  common  people  of  the  United  States,  and  which  even 
before  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  did  not  yield  the  expected 
results — so  in  this  experiment  there  will  be  found  no  solution  of  eur 
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problems.  Glad,  however,  we  shall  be  if  we  are  proved  wrong  in  our 
conjecture. 

The  Executive  of  the  United  Farm  Women  would  place  on  record 
their  keen  regret  at  the  action  of  the  new  Government  in  the  closing  of 
the  Women's  Bureau  and  the  dismissal  of  Miss  Alexander,  the  director. 
Endeavoring  to  give  to  the  women  of  the  province  a  department  from 
which  aid  in  all  branches  of  Home  Economics  could  be  obtained,  the  Min- 
ister of  Agriculture  in  the  U.F.A.  Government,  Mr.  Grisdale,  called  to- 
gether a  committee  of  representatives  of  women's  organizations  and  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  place 
would  be  most  beneficial.  After  some  weeks  of  seeking,  it  was  decided  to 
try  out  the  Leader  Course,  the  splendid  scheme  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  some  years  in  Manitoba,  under  the  able  directorship  of  Miss  Esther 
Thompson.  The  appointment  of  Miss  Alexander,  who  had  been  assistant 
to  Miss  Thompson,  as  director  of  the  Alberta  Women's  Bureau,  met  with 
approval.  The  Courses  commenced  in  early  autumn,  and  it  was  with 
dismay  that  we  learned  of  their  discontinuance  and  of  Miss  Alexander's 
dismissal.  Reports  told  us  that  those  who  were  responsible  for  the  change 
had  said  that  as  cake  materials  were  not  available  on  the  farms,  why  teach 
cake  baking,  or  the  re-covering  of  old  furniture  where  there  were  no  pieces 
of  furniture  to  cover.  It  is,  however,  a  far  call  from  cake  baking  to  the 
Leader's  Course,  which  included  courses  in  nutrition,  home  making,  re-mod- 
eling of  garments  and  others  of  like  value.  We  were  sorry  as  well  to  hear  of 
Miss  Romanchyuk's  dismissal.  The  practical,  two  hour  talks  and  demon- 
strations of  the  uses  of  wool  given  repeatedly  by  Miss  Romanchyuk  to 
large  interested  audiences  of  farm  women,  gave  ample  evidence  of  the 
worth-while  contribution  made  to  the  women  of  the  province  by  this 
demostrator.  As  everyone  knows,  wool  is  not  a  scarcity  on  many  farms, 
and  this  demonstration  on  wool  was  only  one  line  of  effort.  Another  ex- 
ceedingly keen  disappointment  has  been  the  decision  of  the  government  to 
give  no  further  thought  for  the  time  being  to  the  Health  Insurance  scheme 
for  which  we  have  been  so  anxiously  looking. 

But  the  greatest  disaster  of  this  past  year  to  our  organization  was 
the  loss  of  our  Federal  men  from  the  House  at  Ottawa.  For  fourteen 
years  these  men  have  served  the  interest  of  the  common  people  fearlessly 
and  unselfishly,  in  season  and  out,  and  we  deplore  their  loss  to  us.  How- 
ever, experience  is  the  best  educator,  and  probably  we  needed  this  defeat 
to  bring  to  us  a  keener  appreciation  of  their  efforts  in  our  behalf  and  a 
realization  of  how  easily  an  electorate  may  be  led  astray. 

At  the  Christmas  season,  in  Eastern  Canada  as  you  did  here,  I 
"listened  in"  to  the  glorious  paeans  of  praise  and  adoration  sung  by 
marvellous  choirs,  to  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem — the  Prince  of  Peace,  and 
over  the  same  stations  came  the  press  reports  of  air  raids,  with  the  drop- 
ning  of  bombs  on  men  engaged  in  active  warfare;  om  defenceless  women 
and  children,  and  Red  Cross  Hospitals  by  a  so-called  Christian  nation  in 
far-away  Africa.  For  the  thing  we  feared  has  come  to  pass,  and  war 
with  all  its  horrors  is  once  again  a  reality,  and  only  God  knows  the  end. 

II  Duce,  knowing  full  well  that  the  fascist  regime  has  not  solved  Italy's 
problems,  has  sought  to  turn  the  attention  of  that  nation  from  their  own 
internal,  national  difficulties,  to  a  war  of  conquest  of  that  last  independ- 
ency of  a  great  continent,  and  he  wages  today  the  most  cowardly  war  in 
all  history.  Armed  with  all  the  weapons  that  modern,  scientific  ingenuity 
can  devise  for  the  slaughter  of  mankind,  Mussolini  sends  forth  the  sons 
of  Italian  mothers  to  wage  a  war  on  a  people  absolutely  devoid  of  the 
means  of  defence  for  meeting  such  attacks.  Quoting  from  the  Australian 
Worker,  "Mussolini  spouting  bravely  from  the  top  of  a  cannon  in  Imperial 
Rome,  while  his  warriors  drop  fire  and  poison  gas  on  unprotected  heads 
from  the  safety  of  the  clouds,  is  a  sight  to  excite  scorn  and  contempt  of 
the  world." 
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And  Japan  with  her  ruthless  policy  in  China  is  another  concern,  the 
gravity  of  which  we  cannot  measure.  The  bitter  opposition  of  the  British 
people  to  the  terms  of  the  infamous  Anglo-French  peace  proposals  has 
been  a  very  blight  ray  of  sunshine  in  a  dark  year,  for  everywhere  in 
Europe  and  in  the  Orient  we  find  fear,  suspicion  and  hatred.  With  the 
gigantic  re-armament  of  all  the  nations  it  would  seem  to  need  only  the 
merest  trifle  to  set  the  world  alight  once  more  with  a  death-dealing  con- 
flagration far  worse  than  the  World  War. 

On  this  continent,  although  there  is  not  this  type  of  warfare,  there 
are  various  other  kinds,  and  misery,  suffering  and  stupidity  are  still  the 
lot  of  the  great  majority.  Many  of  you  have  read  Sinclair  Lewis's  recent 
novel,  "It  Can't  Happen  Here,"  in  which  the  author  portrays  in  graphic 
style  a  most  vivid  picture  of  "What  will  happen  when  America  has  a 
Dictator?"  We  recoil  in  horror  from  the  author's  nauseating  details  of 
what  such  a  regime  would  mean,  and  we  say  with  emphasis,  such  a  thing 
could  not  happen  here,  knowing  well  that  it  has  happened  in  other  coun- 
tries and  can  be  our  fate  as  well  if  we  are  too  stupid  to  prevent  its 
coming.  In  present  day  America  we  read  of  the  flogging  which  caused  the 
death  of  a  Socialist  leader  by  a  masked  mob  while  police  stood  by  and 
allowed  the  dastardly  inhuman  act  to  be  committed. 

Calvin  Coolidge  once  said  of  his  country,  "This  country  is  not  in  good 
condition,"  and  that  statement  is  applicable  today  to  many  of  the  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  our  own  included.  In  reference  to  conditions  in  Canada, 
I  should  like  to  quote  from  a  paragraph  in  "Social  Planning":  "The  same 
trend  towards  the  greater  and  greater  concentration  of  economic  power 
is  evident,  the  same  maldistribution  of  wealth,  the  same  shocking  contrasts 
between  luxury  and  indigence.  Masses  of  official  evidence  point  to  the 
practise  of  exploitation  and  the  futility  of  governments'  efforts  to  control 
or  to  restrain  ....  Antagonisms  of  class  become  more  and  more  appar- 
ent, and  the  period  of  capitalist  decline  serves  but  to  intensify  the  resent- 
ment of  the  dispossessed  toward  the  owning  and  ruling  classes.  The 
inevitable  conflict  permeates  every  sphere  of  life,  corrupting  politics  and 
the  press,  warping  the  true  course  of  social  justice,  distorting  the  law  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  defenders  of  the  status  quo,  debasing  the 
religious  and  cultural  expression  of  the  people." 

No,  we  do  not  need  to  go  to  any  other  country  to  find  unrest,  poverty, 
misery  and  despair — our  country  has  a  share  of  all.  The  words  of  the 
Great  Teacher,  "the  poor  ye  have  always  with  you"  is  heard  frequently 
as  implying  the  fact  that  such  must  always  be  the  case.  The  same  Leader 
referred  to  a  woman  lighting  a  candle  and  sweeping  a  room  to  find  a  lost 
piece  of  silver,  but  no  one  would  be  so  insane  as  to  suggest  candle  lighting 
must  be  retained  in  this  day  of  electricity.  If  the  candle  is  out  of  date  in 
this  age  of  scientific  achievement,  so  too  is  poverty  in  the  midst  of 
abundance. 

Why  do  we  not  do  something  about  it?  Is  the  advice  to  keep  a  stiff 
upper  lip,  to  tighten  the  belt,  to  live  a  simple  life — that  last  the  greatest 
of  all  jokes  to  the  people  in  this  province  who  have  been  hailed  out,  dried 
out,  and  frozen  out  year  after  year.  Is  this  the  procedure  we  are  to 
follow?  Why  do  we  not  do  something  about  it?  To  quote  again  from 
"Social  Planning":  "Peculiar  to  Canada  as  a  new  country  is  the  slowness 
on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  her  citizens  intelligently  to  diagnose  the 
situation.  The  middle  class  optimism  even  of  the  disinherited  groups,  the 
lack  of  militancy  in  the  trade  union  movement,  the  calm  acceptance  of 
the  success  psychology  of  individualism  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  rival 
the  absence  of  a  realistic  analysis  of  our  social  structure.  Less  naive 
have  been  the  attitudes  and  tactics  of  the  privileged  group.  Behind  a 
carefully  controlled  and  manipulated  press,  our  economic  overlords  have 
refurbished  the  fading  illusions  of  individual  independence  and  democratic 
freedom,  while  they  consolidated  the  control  which  completed  the  negation 
of  these  ideals.    The  task  which  lies  ahead  is  stupendous,  and  if  ever  we 
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needed  an  alive,  virile  people,  willing  to  dare  and  to  accomplish,  it  is  now. 
There  is  no  time  to  allow  discouragement  to  weaken  our  efforts — we  must 
go  forward." 

In  his  recent  book,  "Looking  Backward  and  Forward,"  the  author, 
George  Lansbury,  the  veteran  Labor  Leader  of  Britain,  has  a  message  for 
us.  Lansbury  writes,  "Today  there  are  many  people  who  are  inclined  to 
be  pessimistic.  They  lament  about  the  progress  of  Fascism,  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  Labor  Party  and  trade  unions  (and  we  can  add  farmers' 
organizations)  to  move  speedily  enough,  the  spread  of  nationalism,  and 
so  on.  I  hear  them  speak  with  kindly  pity  of  'My  generation.'  Such 
simple  faith!  To  imagine  things  were  so  clear  cut!  No  wonder  they  had 
energy  when  they  had  no  doubts."  And  Lansbury  adds:  "I  am  sorry 
for  them.  I  don't  now,  any  more  than  before,  feel  doubts,  and  haven't 
lost  my  confidence.  It  seems  clearer  to  me  every  day  that  capitalism  is 
in  fact  digging  its  own  grave.  Its  innate  contradictions  are  destroying  it 
as  was  prophesied  long  ago.  But  it  also  produces  within  itself  forces 
necessary  for  its  own  reform,  both  in  men  and  things.  The  enormous 
productive  power  which  science  and  invention  produced  to  serve  private 
interest  can  be  used  to  build  Socialism,  just  at  the  time  when  private 
enterprise  is  unable  to  use  it  any  more.  The  present  Government  (refer- 
ring to  the  National  Government  in  Britain)  is  not  made  up  of  people 
endowed  with  a  double  dose  of  original  sin.  Any  other  capitalist  govern- 
ment would  be  equally  helpless  before  the  growth  of  unemployment  and 
the  breakdown  of  industry.  Their  only  fault  is  that  like  ostriches  they 
refuse  to  see  what  they  do  not  wish  to  see.  They  present  their  tail 
feathers  to  the  sky  and  hope  that  will  cause  the  storm  to  pass  them 
by  .  .  .  ."  Only  people  with  heads  as  small  as  ostriches  can  possibly 
believe  it  is  right  that  people  should  live  under  conditions  of  semi-starva- 
tion in  the  midst  of  abundance.  And  Lansbury  says,  "My  own  faith 
rests  not  only  on  experience  but  also  on  the  teaching  of  Him  who  said 
the  law  of  life  is  Love."  But  whatsoever  our  belief  or  no  belief  in  super- 
natural things,  maybe  this  is  true;  that  today  poverty,  destitution,  hope- 
lessness bred  of  despair  which  drives  multitudes  to  untimely  graves  by 
suicide  and  preventable  disease  need  not  be. 

Man's  conquest  over  nature  is  now  over.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
scarcity.  The  improvement  in  transport  and  in  methods  of  manufacture 
have  put  an  end  to  it.  Harvests  never  fail  in  any  products  all  over  the 
world  at  once.  Machinery  never  breaks  down  in  every  country  at  the 
same  time.  All  that  stands  in  the  way  is  the  system  of  private  property. 
If  the  unemployed  could  be  put  on  idle  land  and  given  jobs  in  the  idle 
shipyards  and  factories  there  would  rapidly  be  plenty  of  consumable 
goods  for  all.  Only  one  thing  prevents  this — the  fact  that  legally  every 
such  factory  and  fields  must  show  profit  for  a  private  person  before  this 
may  be  done.  The  moment  this  condition  is  abrogated  the  wheels  will 
begin  to  turn  again. 

This  has  always  been_  true,  but  its  truth  has  been  enforced  by  the 
immensely  rapid  development  recently  of  the  capitalist  system.  The  evils 
we  suffer  from  are  matched  by  similar  and  worse  evils  in  other  lands. 
Look  across  to  the  great  mighty  continent  of  America,  from  east  to  west, 
from  north  to  south — poverty,  unrest  rule  the  land,  a  land  blessed  with 
every  good  gift  that  comes  from  nature  and  God.  And  look  anywhere 
else  in  this  world  of  capitalism  and  you  will  find  the  same  thing.  And 
over  all  hangs  the  grim,  ugly,  cruel  shadow  of  war.  We  will  not  properly 
feed,  clothe,  shelter  those  in  need.  We  will  and  do  build  large  floating 
palaces  to  bring  pleasure  to  idle  lives.  We  will  spend  the  national  wealth 
on  more  and  more  armaments,  stupidly  believing  that  to  be  fully  armed 
is  the  way  to  preserve  peace.  Sometimes  I  want  to  stand  on  the  street 
and  cry  aloud,  "Why  do  you  want  to  die?     It  is  all  so  suicidal  and 

despairing  "     Continuing  the  quotation,  "When  Jesus  sent  his 

disciples  to  preach  his  gospel  to  every  creature,  he  sent  them  among 
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people  living  under  governments  similar  to  those  which  rule  the  world 
today.  He  sent  them  without  exception  to  all  races  and  all  colors.  The 
disciples  held  all.  things  in  common  and  they  refused,  as  did  Dr.  Living- 
stone, Dr.  Moffatt  and  others  in  our  day,  to  carry  arms  or  to  rely  on 
force.  They  met  persecution,  torture,  and  death,  yet  they  held  on. 
Inconsistent,  hesitating,  cowardly  as  myself  and  other  Christians  and 
churches  may  be,  the  truth  they  taught  and  the  gospel  they  preached  is 
now  proved  by  facts  and  circumstances  to  be  true.  Their  message,  not 
changed  in  essence  in  twenty  centuries  since  the  Crucifixion,  but  only 
applied  with  common  sense  to  modern  conditions,  is  the  message  in  which 
I  firmly  believe  as  a  Socialist. 

"In  my  old  age,  in  spite  of  days  and  nights  of  gloom,  disappointment 
with  myself  and  others,  and  almost  despair,  my  faith  and  confidence  re- 
mains strong  and  certain  that  out  of  the  darkness  of  our  day,  a  new  society 
is  being  born,  and  its  foundations  shall  not  rest  on  force  and  armaments, 
but  will  rest  on  the  sure  and  innumerable  foundations  of  co-operation, 
brotherhood  and  peace." 

What  a  magnificent  challenge  from  a  man  who  has  grown  old  in  his 
service  to  humanity.  And  what  of  us — are  we  members  of  a  splendid 
organization  ready  to  drop  out  of  the  race  at  the  first  breath  of  adversity? 
Not  so — I  do  not  know  what  the  policies  of  this  organization  for  the  future 
will  be,  but  I  do  know  that  many  of  us  can  see  with  Lansbury  that  glorious 
vision  of  a  new  order  of  society. 

The  task  lies  at  hand — we  are  not  quitters — we  serve  to  the  limit  of 
our  ability  in  this  God-given  task  of  creating  a  new  world. 

ELENORE  PRICE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  U.F.A.  BOARD  OF 
DIRECTORS  FOR  1935 


During  the  year  two  members  of  your  Board  of  Directors  have  suffered 
much  from  ill-health;  but  we  are  glad  to  note  that  they  are  present  with 
us  at  this  convention  apparently  restored  to  a  considerable  degree  of 
their  former  health  and  vigor.  We  refer  to  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland,  director 
for  Acadia,  and  Mr.  Walter  Skinner,  director  for  Battle  River.  We 
believe  that  we  voice  the  sincere  wishes  of  this  convention  and  our  entire 
membership  that  they  shall  be  long  spared  to  work  with  us  in  this  cause. 
We  express  our  sincere  sympathy  with  Mr.  Hugh  Critchlow,  director  for 
Jasper-Edson,  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Critchlow,  with  all  other  families  in 
our  Association  who  have  been  bereaved  during  the  year,  and  particularly 
with  the  family  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ethridge,  women's  director  for  Jasper- 
Edson  1922-34,  and  with  the  Board  of  the  U.F.W.A.  in  this  their  great 
loss,  and  to  Mrs.  Chas.  Stong,  director  for  Peace  River,  in  the  recent  death 
of  her  husband. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

Two  board  meetings  have  again  been  held  during  the  year,  one  im- 
mediately following  the  1935  convention,  and  another  to  prepare  for  this 
convention.  Occasionally,  members  of  the  board  being  in  the  cities  of 
Calgary  or  Edmonton  at  the  time  of  the  Executive  meeting,  have  attended 
these  sittings.  Several  members  of  the  board  were  present  at  the  meeting 
held  last  summer  with  the  members  of  the  then  Alberta  Government  and 
all  elected  U.F.A.  members  of  the  Legislature  and  Dominion  Parliament. 
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The  Board  again  desires  to  place  on  record  its  satisfaction  in  and 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Central  Office  staff. 

NEW  OFFICES 

Effecting  at  the  same  time  some  economy  of  expenditure  and  securing 
more  space  and  better  accommodation,  the  Central  Office,  which  has  for 
many  years  been  in  the  Lougheed  Building,  Calgary,  was  at  the  end  of 
June  moved  to  a  new  location  on  the  second  floor  of  one  of  the  principal 
office  buildings  nearby,  the  Renfrew  Building,  Seventh  Avenue  West, 
Calgary. 

OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

Representations  on  or  to  other  bodies  have  been  made  as  follows: 

To  the  Alberta  Government,  carrying  the  resolutions  of  the  1935 
Convention,  Mr.  Priestley,  Mrs.  Price  and  Mrs.  Ross. 

On  the  Conference  of  Western  Agricultural  Bodies,  Mr.  Priestley  and 
Mr.  Church. 

To  the  Tariff  Commission,  presenting  a  brief  on  the  effect  of  tariffs 

on  petroleum  products,  through  Mr.  Priestley. 
At  the  organization  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 

through  Mr.  William  Irvine. 
To  the  United  Farmers  of  Ontario,  fraternal  greetings  conveyed  by 

Mr.  William  Irvine. 
To  the  Farmers'  Unity  League,  fraternal  greetings  conveyed  by  Mr. 

Hugh  Critchlow. 

To  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor,  fraternal  greetings  conveyed  by 
Mr.  Priestley. 

At  the  Second  Congress  Against  War  and  Fascism,  by  Mrs.  Richard 

Price  and  Mr.  Irvine. 
On  the  Provincial  Council  C.C.F.,  of  which  the  Executive  is  a  part. 

DEBT  ADJUSTMENT 

During  the  year  some  cases  of  debt  adjustment  and  eviction  have 
been  taken  in  hand  for  individual  farmers,  and  some  real  help  given. 
The  Executive  has  also  protested  to  the  Alberta  Government  against  the 
cutting  down  of  the  number  of  members  of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Board 
from  three  to  one,  and  particularly  of  the  removal  of  the  farmer  member 
of  that  Board,  Mr.  Ben  S.  Plummer.  The  Executive  has  also  expressed 
to  the  Alberta  Government,  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  the  hope  that 
there  will  be  no  withdrawal  of  the  protection  to  debtor  farmers  now  being 
enjoyed  under  Alberta  legislation. 

THE  UNITED  FARMER 

The  first  full  year  of  operation  of  our  paper  The  United  Farmer  as 
a  news  weekly  is  now  recorded.  We  regret  that  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances has  caused  us  serious  financial  loss.  In  the  interests  of  the 
Association's  policies  we  continued  to  issue  it  in  sixteen  page  form  until 
after  the  October  elections,  but  have  subsequently  cut  it  down  to  eight 
pages.  The  future  of  the  paper  is  one  of  the  major  problems  before  this 
convention. 

FINANCIAL  STANDING 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  activi- 
ties of  the  year,  entailing  unusually  heavy  expenditure,  we  are  able  to 
show  an  operating  surplus  in  the  Association.  It  is  a  cause  for  much 
gratification  that  the  membership  rallied  so  loyally  and  self-sacrificingly 
to  the  financial  need,  not  only  of  their  respective  constituency  Associations 
in  most  instances,  but  to  the  extraordinary  expenditures  of  Central  Office 
for  the  election  campaign  and  broadcasting. 


ELECTIONS 


It  is  now  seventeen  years  since  our  annual  convention  made  the 
momentous  decision  to  enter  its  own  political  candidates  in  elections  for 
Legislature  and  Parliament.  In  the  intervening  years  the  Alberta  elec- 
torate justified  that  decision  by  returning  our  nominees  at  the  polls  in 
such  numbers  that  in  provincial  affairs  the  responsibilities  of  government 
were  laid  upon  them,  and  in  the  Dominion  Parliament  they  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  most  significant  parliamentary  development  of  Canadian 
history.  This  year,  however,  every  representative  of  the  Association  was 
defeated.  It  is  not  without  significance  to  note  that  in  the  face  of  a 
political  condition  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  parliamentary  institu- 
tions, over  thirty-three  thousand  voters  of  Alberta  registered  their  ap- 
proval of  the  work  done  in  the  past. 

The  electors  have  spoken,  and  in  a  democracy  their  will  prevails. 
We  bow  for  the  present  to  that  will.  A  new  idea  is  now  in  the  saddle, 
the  validity  of  which  as  a  solution  to  our  economic  and  social  problems 
has  yet  to  be  tested.  The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  is  an  organization 
primarily  organized  to  defend  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  farm 
people.  While  we  shall  watch  with  interest  the  experiment  now  being 
conducted,  and  shall  not  put  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment, so  long  as  it  pursues  its  declared  objective,  the  abolition  of  poverty, 
we  deem  it  to  be  the  business  of  this  organization  to  zealously  guard  the 
interests  of  agriculture.  We  shall  strengthen  our  organization  with  that 
end  constantly  in  view. 

Already  we  see  signs  of  experiments  in  taxation  which  can  have  no 
other  practical  issue  but  to  lay  heavier  burdens  upon  the  farmer,  though 
upon  him  has  fallen  the  brunt  of  the  deflation  of  economic  and  social 
values  of  the  past  six  years.  Knowing  from  bitter  experience  the  sense 
of  insecurity,  the  low  standard  of  living  and  bitter  poverty  of  large 
numbers  of  our  farm  people,  whose  labor  has  largely  created  what  civiliza- 
tion we  have  in  Alberta,  we  shall  protest  vigorously  against  any  such  move 
and  shall  resist  any  curtailment  of  those  services  of  the  Government  which 
have  been  of  value  in  the  past. 

CO-OPERATION 

We  note  with  satisfaction  that  the  eyes  of  more  and  more  Alberta 
citizens,  both  urban  and  rural,  are  turning  towards  co-operative  organ- 
ization. The  principles  of  self-help  and  mutual  service  meet  in  co-oper- 
ative organizations.  The  idea  of  co-operative  purchasing  of  farm  supplies 
is  not  new,  but  in  agricultural  areas  all  over  the  world  it  is  finding  more 
expression  in  these  so-called  depression  years.  Through  our  U.F.A.  Cen- 
tral Co-operative  and  its  affiliates  we  have  made  great  advances  in  this 
field  in  the  past  five  years.  We  call  on  you  and  your  fellow  members  for 
continued  effort  in  this  field. 

It  is  the  desire  of  your  Board  at  this  time,  in  addition  to  our  report 
of  activities  during  the  year  just  past,  to  give  also  in  general  outline  and 
as  briefly  as  possible  our  outlook  for  the  future  based  on  a  survey  of  past 
progress. 

"LAISSEZ  FAIRE" 

The  civilization  in  which  we  live  is  and  has  been  for  a  century  or 
more,  one  of  almost  unbridled  competition,  based  on  the  individualistic 
philosophy  that  in  seeking  solely  his  own  advantage  the  individual  would 
thereby  best  accomplish  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  The  philosophy,  how- 
ever, that  may  have  been  suitable  for  the  creation  of  an  increasingly 
efficient  system  of  production,  may  nevertheless  not  be  suitable  to  the 
adequate  distribution  of  its  possible  benefits.  During  the  constructive 
period  of  the  capitalistic  system,  the  profits  no  matter  how  great  were 
needed  to  give  us  the  palatial  steamship  in  place  of  the  windjammer,  the 
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automobile  in  place  of  the  ox  cart,  but  now  having  completed  the  building 
of  the  steamship  and  the  automobile,  the  continuation  of  the  process  of 
taking  profits  which  are  not  needed  or  used,  simply  robs  the  public  of  the 
power  to  purchase  and  use  the  goods  and  services  otherwise  available.  In 
many  cases  the  steamship  lies  rotting  in  the  harbour  and  the  car  idle  in 
the  garage.  The  rank  and  file  of  our  citizens  are  inclined  to  ask  of  what 
value  to  me  is  the  great  scientific  advancement  of  modern  times.  Indeed 
so  despairing  has  a  majority  in  this  province  become  that  they  deem  the 
guarantee  of  the  bare  necessities  of  food,  clothing  and  shelter  as  a  great 
boon  when,  owing  to  the  bounty  of  nature,  even  savages  of  darkest  Africa 
have  been  assured  of  that,  though  without  the  benefits  of  civilization. 
The  U.F.A.  organization  ha3  all  along  taken  such  guarantee  as  a  matter 
of  course,  and  has  fought  and  will  fight  to  make  the  more  abundant  life 
attainable  by  everyone  who  is  willing  to  play  his  part  in  co-operative 
effort.  We  believe  that  the  doctrine  of  "laissez  faire"  has  outlived  its 
usefulness.  We  do  not  wish  to  destroy  individual  initiative  but  to  give 
it  scope  such  as  it  has  never  known  before  in  the  broad  fields  of  public 
service  and  the  ever-expanding  areas  of  co-operative  enterprise. 

EDUCATION 

It  has  been  and  still  is  our  belief  that  the  machinery  of  economic 
exploitation  today  is  simply  the  realization  of  the  dreams  of  energetic 
youth  of  yesterday.  If  we  at  present  dwell  not  in  a  land  of  "Hope  and 
Glory"  but  in  one  which  is  for  many  a  land  of  hopelessness  and  despair, 
it  is  the  result  of  wrong  thinking.  If  we  are  to  live  in  a  better  world 
tomorrow,  that  world  will  have  to  be  created  first  in  the  minds  of  our 
people,  then  in  the  realities  of  material  things.  We  do  not  hope  to  build 
a  better,  more  enduring  civilization  on  the  sands  of  self-interest.  We 
need  a  higher  type  of  citizen  for  a  higher  type  of  civilization. 

As  a  convention  you  have  placed  yourselves  on  record  in  the  past, 
and  we  trust  that  you  will  place  yourselves  again  on  record  as  in  favor 
of  the  teaching  in  our  schools  of  the  principles  of  co-operation,  of  Social 
Science,  and  of  the  fact  that  life  has  ethical  values  which  are  to  be  served 
by,  and  not  sacrificed  to,  the  values  that  are  material. 

FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES 

We  wish  at  this  time  also  to  bring  to  your  attention  a  partial  outline 
of  how  the  application  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  this  organization 
to  the  economic  realm  will  affect  its  present  set-up.  We  will  bring  by  way 
of  resolutions  for  your  consideration,  an  indication  of  certain  definite 
changes  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  "Equal  Rights  to  All,"  and  the 
creation  of  a  new  economic  structure  wherein  man  shall  dwell  in  pros- 
perity and  peace.  Needless  to  say,  we  do  not  predict  an  economic  mil- 
lennium in  eighteen  months.  We  cannot  estimate  the  rapidity  of  the 
march  of  man  toward  a  condition  of  economic  justice  and  liberty,  or  how 
long  it  will  take  to  get  there,  but  we  do  suggest  that  a  definite  knowledge 
of  our  ultimate  destination  is  necessary  now,  in  order  that  the  steps  we 
take  tomorrow  may  be  toward,  not  away  from  that  goal.  "Equal  Rights 
to  All"  demands  not  dead  equality  but  equality  of  opportunity,  not  equal 
dividends  irrespective  of  effort,  not  the  giving  of  a  living  without  effort, 
but  the  giving  to  each  citizen  of  an  equal  chance,  a  right  to  get  a  living 
for  himself.  Our  aim  in  this  respect  differs  fundamentally  from  that  of 
many  other  people,  and  a  resolution  along  this  line  will  be  introduced 
for  convention  debate. 

TARIFF 

Special  Privilege  to  None  would  eliminate  the  legal  right  which  Can- 
adian manufacturers,  sheltered  from  world  prices  behind  tariff  walls, 
now  have  to  exploit  the  Canadian  public  and  Alberta  in  particular  of  an 
estimated  nineteen  million  dollars  per  annum,  while  we  seek  to  borrow 
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back  a  little  of  the  nineteen  million  to  feed  the  exploited.  "A  right  rela- 
tionship of  prices  within  Canada  requires  that  the  manufacturer  be 
subjected  to  world  prices  the  same  as  the  farmer,  or  that  farm  prices  be 
set  by  Governments,  in  line  with  those  of  the  manufacturer." 

THE  QUESTION  OF  INTEREST 

In  the  realm  of  machinery,  or  in  nature,  or  in  economics,  a  balance 
is  inevitable.  If  there  is  profit  there  must  somewhere  be  a  corresponding 
loss,  where  the  financier  in  the  matter  of  interest  gets  something  for 
nothing,  the  farmer  in  the  mater  of  adequate  prices  gets  nothing  for 
something.  Justice  requires  "service  at  cost"  in  the  realm  of  finance  if 
the  farmer  is  not  to  continue  to  give  service  at  less  than  cost  in  the  realm 
of  production.  The  cost  of  the  clerical  work  necessary  to  the  issuance 
of  credit,  and  the  cost  of  insuring  the  risk  inherent  in  well  secured  loans 
would,  we  believe,  be  comparatively  small.  We  demand  service  at  cost 
from  a  national  bank  to  handle  our  goods  in  the  same  manner  as  we 
have  had  service  at  cost  from  our  national  Post  Office  to  handle  our 
letters.  The  declaration  of  our  ultimate  objective  in  this  matter  does  not 
hinder  us  from  working  for  immediate  or  even  small  reduction  of  interest 
rates. 

POLITICAL  ACTIVITY 

In  the  matter  of  political  activity  by  this  organization  you  may  decide 
at  this  convention  to  go  out,  to  stay  in,  or  you  may  postpone  your  decision 
for  one  year.  In  any  case  if  we  decide  to  seek  power  again  we  trust  that, 
as  in  the  past,  any  power  we  gain  shall  be  power  not  to  exploit  the  spoils 
of  office,  but  power  to  serve  the  public  of  this  Province  or  Dominion  with 
intelligence,  efficiency,  and  honor. 

PRESENT  ALBERTA  POLICY 

On  behalf  of  the  people  of  Alberta  who  are  forced  to  pay  prices  for 
what  they  buy  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  price  of  what  they  sell,  and 
who  are  now  entirely  overburdened  with  an  unpayable  load  of  interest, 
public  and  private,  and  many  of  whom  are  suffering  from  a  major  crop 
disaster,  we  are  entirely  opposed  to  an  increase  in  taxation  necessary  to 
live  within  the  meagre  means  left  us  by  the  eastern  arbiters  of  our  econ- 
omic welfare.  We  cannot  by  our  silence  agree  that  the  citizens  of  Alberta 
should  continue  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altars  set  up  by  a  financial  dictator- 
ship to  "the  gods  of  things  as  they  are."  We  demand  changes  in  our 
economic  system  which  will  enable  an  energetic  people  to  balance  its 
budget  without  sacrificing  any  further  even  the  necessities  of  life. 


THE  UNITED  FARMER 


Two  years  ago  the  Annual  Convention  instructed  the  Executive  to 
endeavor  to  issue  our  official  organ  as  a  weekly  newspaper.  The  change 
to  weekly  form  was  made  in  the  spring  of  1934,  and  since  that  time  The 
United  Farmer  has  been  published  along  the  lines  then  laid  down,  as 
a  newspaper  covering,  in  addition  to  Association  interests,  general  news 
of  the  day,  provincial,  dominion  and  international,  and  especially  important 
news  which  is  omitted  from  the  daily  press,  as  well  as  a  number  of  features 
designed  to  appeal  to  young  people.  The  special  departments  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  Farm  Women  and  the  Juniors  have  been 
continued.  By  publication  of  items  of  news  on  the  progress  of  the 
co-operative  movement  in  this  and  other  lands,  and  by  feature  articles 
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from  time  to  time,  the  paper  has  endeavored  to  stimulate  interest  in  this 
vitally  important  subject,  and  to  assist  in  unifying  the  farm  people  in 
support  of  producer  and  consumer  co-operatives  in  process  of  develop- 
ment. 

In  view  of  the  approach  of  the  Provincial  election,  The  United 
Farmer  early  in  1935  greatly  increased  the  space  allotted  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  Provincial  questions;  and  as  the  campaign  proceeded  the 
presentation  of  the  record  of  the  U.F.A.  Government,  together  with  the 
answering  of  current  misrepresentation  of  that  Government's  achieve- 
ments, became  for  some  months  the  dominant  feature  of  the  paper.  In 
the  space  of  a  little  more  than  three  months  upwards  of  fifty-three  pages 
of  reading  matter  were  published  dealing  with  Provincial  affairs.  Federal 
issues  were  dealt  with  more  or  less  simultaneously,  but  to  a  lesser  extent, 
until  after  the  close  of  the  Provincial  campaign  in  August.  In  all  some 
45  pages  of  reading  matter  upon  Federal  affairs,  written  from  the  stand- 
point of  our  movement  and  largely  dealing  with  the  record  of  our  repre- 
sentatives at  Ottawa,  were  published  in  a  period  of  a  little  more  than 
five  months. 

After  the  Federal  election,  the  paper  was  in  a  position  to  give  greatly 
increased  space  to  the  subject  of  consumer  and  producer  co-operation,  and 
particularly  the  development  of  co-operative  buying  among  farm  people. 
This  policy  is  now  being  developed,  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the 
total  space  in  the  paper  being  devoted  to  co-operation  than  was  possible 
during  the  election  campaigns  when  it  was  desirable  for  a  long  period  to 
concentrate  effort  in  the  support  of  the  representatives  of  the  movement 
in  the  field  of  public  affairs. 

Naturally,  the  policies  of  the  association,  in  these  and  other  matters, 
have  the  effect  of  curtailing  the  field  from  which  advertising  support  can 
be  drawn.  Commercial  publications  rely  chiefly  on  advertising  for  revenue. 
Such  a  paper  as  The  United  Farmer  must  have  compensating  revenues 
from  other  sources.  Such  compensative  revenues  have  been  the  basis 
upon  which  papers  in  other  provinces,  covering  a  similar  field  of  interests 
to  that  of  The  United  Farmer,  have  been  built  up. 

During  the  first  ten  months  of  the  financial  year,  which  ends  on 
November  30th,  there'  was  a  large  increase  in  the  volume  of  advertising 
carried  by  The  United  Farmer  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  in  the  previous  financial  year.  The  increase  amounted  to  no  less 
than  26.5  per  cent.  The  paper  gained  steadily  in  the  favor  of  advertisers. 
Owing  to  the  decline  in  membership,  however,  the  circulation  revenue  of 
the  paper  fell  short  of  that  of  the  previous  year  by  a  very  substantial 
amount.  It  perhaps  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  all  past  experience, 
election  years  have  brought  substantial  increases  in  membership  and 
circulation;  and  had  such  experience  been  repeated  in  1935,  we  should 
have  been  able  to  go  a  long  distance  towards  enabling  the  paper  to  meet 
from  these  two  combined  sources  of  revenue  the  costs  of  production  of 
the  weekly  newspaper. 

Following  the  Federal  election,  in  view  of  the  mounting  deficiency 
in  the  paper's  total  revenue,  it  was  decided  to  reduce  the  size  of  the 
paper  from  16  to  8  pages,  this  course  being  followed  wth  respect  to  every 
issue  except  two — the  Annual  Wheat  Pool  Number  and  the  Christmas 
Number. 

ROBERT  GARDINER, 
NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH, 
J.  E.  BROWN, 
MRS.  R.  PRICE. 


19 


REPORT  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
COMMITTEE 


Five  years  ago  the  Annual  Convention  commissioned  the  U.F.A. 
Central  Board  to  extend  the  field  of  co-operation  in  a  big  way,  empow- 
ering the  Board  "to  consolidate  the  buying  and  selling  powers  of  the 
province  under  one  centralized  management."  It  was  a  huge  task,  and 
when  your  Board  considered  it  in  conference  with  representatives  of  the 
boards  of  the  Wheat  Pool  and  other  marketing  pools,  and  of  some  of  the 
scattered  consumer  co-operative  interests  of  the  province,  it  was  felt  that 
the  time  was  not  opportune,  particularly  in  view  of  the  diversity  of  interest 
and  disparity  in  size  and  financial  responsibility  of  the  producer  pools. 

The  one  practical  outcome  of  the  conference  and  of  subsequent  con- 
sideration of  this  mandate,  has  been  the  extension  and  consolidation  of 
the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  through  constituency  or  district 
co-operatives,  numbering  roughly  a  score,  and  the  co-ordinating  of  these, 
together  with  some  160  locals,  by  Central  Office  acting  as  purchasing  agent 
for  the  whole  group.  Our  co-operative  department  is  registered  as  the 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  Ltd.  We  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  though  this  entire  effort  has  been  contemporary  with  the 
severest  economic  breakdown  of  modern  history,  and  latterly  with  a  period 
in  which  the  great  emphasis  in  social  thinking  has  been  political,  we  have 
made  steady  progress.  Our  work  in  the  past  two  years  has  been  one  of 
intensification  rather  than  extension. 

DEVELOPMENT  IN  1935 

During  the  past  year  no  new  district  co-operative  has  been  organized 
and  practically  the  same  number  of  co-operating  locals  has  been  served 
from  Central  Office  as  in  1934.  The  past  twelve  months  has  demonstrated 
a  growth  in  efficiency  and  stability  on  the  part  of  the  larger  district  co- 
operatives and  has  seen  a  strengthening  of  the  position  of  the  Central 
Co-operative. 

There  have  been  a  few  significant  developments  during  the  year: 

1.  The  arrangements  made  with  the  United  Gi-ain  Growers  Limited 
for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  binder  twine ;  also  working  arrange- 
ments with  that  company  in  a  few  other  lines,  e.g.,  coal  and  farm  chemicals. 

2.  The  new  contract  for  supply  of  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  with  the 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited.  In  these  principal  lines  of  farm  supplies 
we  are  now  associated  with  substantial  commercial  organizations,  one  of 
them  a  farmers'  company  which  had  its  origin  in  this  province  in  U.F.A. 
activities. 

We  feel  confident  that  members  of  our  association  who  had  any  part 
in  bringing  into  being  the  Grain  Growers'  Company,  and  later  the  Alberta 
Co-operative  Elevator  Company,  will  approve  of  attempts  on  our  part  to 
effect  more  satisfactory  working  relations  with  the  United  Grain  Growers, 
the  present-day  embodiment  of  those  original  organizations.  One  of  the 
anomalies  of  our  attempts  at  co-operative  distribution  of  farm  supplies  in 
the  years  1931-2-3  and  4,  was  that  we  found  ourselves  in  active  competi- 
tion with  the  U.G.G.  in  several  lines  of  merchandise,  especially  binder 
twine  and  coal,  though  fifteen  years  ago  this  month,  perhaps  the  largest 
U.F.A.  convention  ever  held  requested  your  Central  Board  to  approach 
the  United  Grain  Growers  with  a  view  to  making  use  of  their  farm  supplies 
department  for  the  more  efficient  development  of  co-operative  buying. 

Immediately  after  our  arrangements  with  the  United  Grain  Growers 
were  completed  in  February,  we  began  to  plan  and  carry  out  a  series  of 
meetings  at  strategic  centres  throughout  the  province  with  groups  of 
local  officials  and  representatives,  and  throughout  the  season  there  has 
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been  real  team-work  between  the  office  and  field  staffs  of  the  company 
and  co-operatives.  In  these  arrangements  we  kept  constantly  in  mind 
the  interests  of  our  largest  farm  co-operative,  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool, 
and  nothing  was  done  either  by  the  U.G.G.  or  ourselves  to  prejudice  the 
position  of  the  Pool  as  a  grain  handling  organization.  Several  conferences 
were  held  with  the  Wheat  Pool  Board  affecting  these  matters.  The  ar- 
rangements made  with  the  Pool  four  years  ago  for  the  use  of  their  elevators 
and  agents  for  the  handling  of  binder  twine  by  our  locals  have  been  con- 
tinued. 

During  the  year  we  have : 

1.  Conducted  a  prolonged  enquiry  into  the  question  of  supply  of 
petroleum  products.  This  investigation  necessitated  numerous  meetings 
of  the  committee  and  reports  to  the  Executive.  At  our  request  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brownlee  went  to  Eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  to  interview  the  heads  of  many  of  the  leading  oil  companies 
of  the  continent.  We  commenced  operations  under  our  new  contract  with 
the  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Ltd.,  at  the  beginning  of  September. 

2.  Had  to  enlarge  the  staff  to  include  full  time  and  part-time  field 
servicemen,  and  have  met  the  expenses  of  numbers  of  local  groups  meeting 
to  learn  of  our  policies,  especially  in  connection  with  binder  twine  and 
coal. 

3.  Invested  in  the  purchase  of  cars  for  the  field  service,  and  in  the 
last  four  months  for  the  purchase  of  storage  and  distribution  equipment 
for  retail  service  stations. 

FINANCIAL  REPORT 

The  financial  year  of  the  Co-operative  ends  with  March  31st.  As  in 
past  years  we  are  presenting  below  a  consolidated  financial  statement  for 
the  four  quarters  of  1935. 


Assets    .   $  5,221.99 

Liabilities     6,577.41 

Deficit     $  1,355.42 

Revenue   $19,802.80 

Expenditure    9,283.01 

Excess  of  Revenue      10,519.79 

Surplus  at  December  31,  1934    1,096.82 

Surplus  for  Year  .        10,497.98 


Total   _____    11,594.80 

Commissions  to  U.F.A.  Central  Office   $  5,500.00 

Dividends  Paid    7,450.22 

  12,950.22 


Deficit  December  31,  1935     $  1,355.42 


(At  the  close  of  the  financial  year  of  the  Co-operative  on  March  31st, 
revenues  accruing  to  the  Co-operative  earned  but  not  received  at  Dec. 
31st,  will  have  created  a  surplus.)  The  deficit  above  shown  is  not  an 
actual  deficit,  but  is  due  to  the  overlapping  of  the  financial  years  of  the 
Association  and  the  Co-operative. 

The  item  in  the  foregoing  statement  under  the  heading  Commissions 
to  Central  Office  covers  earnings  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  in 
respect  to  business  done  on  behalf  of  the  160  locals  dealing  direct  with 
Central  Office,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  organized  constituency  co-oper- 
atives. Owing  to  the  interlocking  character  of  our  work  it  has  never  yet 
been  nor  can  it  be  practicable  to  assign  definitely  and  in  full  the  charges 
which  might  be  charged  against  the  Co-operative  for  the  services  of 
Central  Office.    The  item  must  of  necessity  be  arbitrary,  and  must  take 
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into  account  the  earnings  of  the  office  as  purchasing  agent  for  the  locals 
not  included  in  any  district  co-operative,  and  having  therefore  no  man- 
agerial expenses  other  than  those  incurred  by  Central  Office  on  their 
behalf. 

A  factor  affecting  the  financial  returns  for  the  year  was  the  decrease 
of  activity  in  purchasing  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  pending  the  taking  up 
of  our  new  contract.  We  estimate  the  contraction  of  revenue  to  the 
Central  Co-operative  due  to  this  factor  at  around  four  thousand  dollars. 

Steps  are  contemplated  to  capitalize  at  $3,000.00,  the  expenses  of  the 
work  of  investigation,  special  organization  and  purchase  of  cars,  etc.,  over 
a  period  of  three  years,  allotting  an  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  only 
for  the  past  year  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of  revenue  to  which  we 
have  above  referred. 

CONFERENCE  OF  CO-OPERATIVES 

The  Fifth  Annual  Conference  of  U.F.A.  Co-operatives  was  held  in 
Edmonton  at  the  Corona  Hotel  on  December  10,  11  and  12,  1935.  It 
was  attended  by  twenty-one  representatives,  and  in  addition  to  a  valuable 
survey  of  past  activities  and  existing  commercial  connections,  held  a 
lengthy  discussion  on  future  policy. 

We  take  pleasure  in  paying  tribute  to  the  work  of  Messrs.  George 
MacLachlan  and  Chas.  A.  Fawcett,  who  again  this  year  represented  the 
Annual  Conference  of  Co-operatives  on  the  Committee. 

The  active  co-operators  of  our  association  are  faced  with  the  problem 
of  reaching  the  farmer  as  consumer  through  a  medium  which,  justly  or 
unjustly,  has  come  to  be  suspected  by  some  of  having  as  its  chief  objective 
the  effecting  of  social  and  economic  change  through  political  action.  The 
Conference  recognized  that  in  the  past  the  efforts  of  the  U.F.A.  to  promote 
co-operation  among  the  farmers  of  Alberta  have  resulted  in  the  setting 
up  of  large  and  powerful  organizations  on  the  one  hand,  e.g.,  the  province- 
wide  pools;  and  local  organizations  in  other  instances  which,  by  reason 
of  the  practical  dollar  and  cents  nature  of  their  activities,  have  tended  to 
divert  interest,  attention  and  economic  strength  from  the  parent  body,  and 
in  some  instances  have  actually  resulted  in  intensifying  the  competitive 
spirit  and  dividing  the  interests  of  our  members.  With  this  experience 
and  the  necessity  for  unity  in  mind,  and  with  the  knowledge  that  the 
intention  of  our  association  in  this  co-operative  buying  activity  of  recent 
years  has  been  to  conserve  this  one  field  if  at  all  possible,  so  as  to  strength- 
en and  unify  the  farm  movement,  the  Conference  nevertheless  passed  a 
resolution  recommending  to  the  U.F.A.  Board  that  with  a  view  to  unifying 
the  farm  people  in  the  co-operatives  the  political  activities  of  the  associa- 
tion be  discontinued. 

The  Conference  also  empowered  the  Co-operative  Committee  and  two 
other  of  the  Conference  delegates  to  investigate  the  whole  set-up  of  the 
co-operatives  and  make  recommendations  as  to  organization  at  the  next 
annual  Conference  in  December,  1936. 

The  Conference  received  no  financial  assistance  this  year  from  the 
Wheat  Board  Monies  Trust,  one  result  of  which  was  the  inability  of  several 
of  the  smaller  association  to  send  delegates. 

FACILITIES  AND  CAPITAL  INVESTMENT 

The  experience  of  the  past  five  years  has  convinced  your  committee 
that  to  make  significant  and  permanent  progress  some  modification  of 
the  Coronation  plan  is  necessary.  The  essence  of  that  plan  was  to  pool 
purchasing  power  and  avoid  capital  investment  and  borrowings.  Un- 
doubtedly it  has  been  wise  to  proceed  along  those  lines.  Without  doubt 
it  is  safest  in  the  initial  stages  in  any  area  to  experiment  first  under  that 
plan.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  time  has  now  come  to  pro- 
gressively, and  with  care,  acquire  ownership  of  some  facilities  for  dis- 
tribution.   For  several  years  we  have  had  the  co-operation  of  the  Alberta 
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Wheat  Pool  in  the  warehousing  of  twine  for  distribution  from  their  ele- 
vators; also  in  a  number  of  cases  the  use  of  their  flour  and  coal  sheds. 

During  the  1935  season  our  physical  facilities  were  greatly  enlarged 
by  our  association  with  the  United  Grain  Growers,  whose  department 
handling  farm  supplies  with  warehouses  at  over  140  of  their  elevators 
placed  their  facilities  at  our  disposal. 

Our  contract  with  the  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  makes  available  to  us 
over  thirty  bulk  storage  plants,  most  of  which  have  warehouses  and  offices. 
In  addition  to  these,  though  operating  only  four  months,  we  have  already 
secured  some  forty  or  fifty  retail  outlets.  Several  of  our  co-operatives 
have  financed  the  purchase  of  equipment  for  storage  and  service,  and  the 
Central  Co-operative  has  made  a  good  start  in  acquiring  control  and 
ownership  of  others.  If  this  policy  is  continued  we  shall  have,  within  the 
next  year  or  two,  agencies  and  properties  owned  or  controlled  by  the 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  and  its  affiliates  which  will  be  a  nucleus  of 
a  province-wide  co-operative  distributive  system  of  real  value  to  the  farm 
people  of  Alberta. 

Your  committee  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  before  long  we  must 
appeal  to  co-operatively  minded  persons  for  investment  of  capital  to  enable 
the  expansion  of  this  work  on  an  adequate  scale.  When  the  farmer-con- 
sumer has  put  something  of  himself  into  the  development  of  the  co-oper- 
ative he  will  take  more  interest  in  its  activities  and  not  remain  a  mere 
occasional  customer. 

LESSONS  OF  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS 

Our  five  years'  experience  in  organization  of  co-operative  buying  of 
farm  supplies  has  taught  us  a  few  lessons  of  importance. 

We  earnestly  draw  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining 
competitive  prices.  We  do  not  mean  by  that  the  highest  prevailing  retail 
price  level.  We  mean  such  a  price  as  is  commonly  accepted  in  the  district. 
The  co-operative  should  certainly  not  be  a  factor  in  demoralizing  the 
retail  price  structure.  The  reasons  for  this  are  (1)  the  hostility  of  local 
merchants,  reflecting  itself  not  only  in  the  local  community  in  adverse 
propaganda  and  cut-throat  competitive  practices,  but  in  complaints  to  and 
combinations  among  the  distributing  agencies  and  manufacturers  who  will 
exercise  greater  effort  to  thwart  the  growth  of  co-operation;  (2)  there  is 
no  permanent  satisfaction  among  the  consumers  who  are  all  too  ready  to 
go  bargain  hunting  and  to  drive  down  prices  and  then  completely  forget 
that  the  co-operative  was  of  any  assistance  to  them,  and  desert  it  when 
the  price  war  has  brought  the  organization  into  a  critical  situation;  (3) 
business  is  carried  on  at  such  close  margins  as  to  preclude  the  payment  of 
satisfactory  dividends  and  the  accumulation  of  the  reserves  necessary  to 
strength. 

Closely  related  to  this  is  the  matter  of  credit.  Many  a  promising  co- 
operative has  foundered  on  this  rock.  We  have  endeavored  to  meet  this 
tendency  and  have  been  successful  on  the  whole,  but  there  are  several 
communities  in  the  province  where  money  has  been  lost,  preventing  the 
payment  of  dividends  and  the  accumulation  of  reserves,  and  our  efforts 
have  been  almost,  if  not  entirely  nullified.  Credit  and  consumers'  co-op- 
eration are  not  compatible.    They  will  not  work  together. 

Reserves  must  be  built  up.  Our  members,  if  they  can  be  made  to  feel 
that  the  co-operative  is  really  their  business,  should  be  prepared  to  create 
working  capital  so  that  they  can  further  help  themselves.  A  simple 
requisite  of  trading  in  bulk  supplies,  especially  in  carlot  quantities,  is  the 
prepayment  of  freight.  In  the  days  when  the  names  of  a  few  substantial 
farmers  on  a  note  at  the  bank  was  good  for  almost  unlimited  credit  this 
was  not  so  important,  but  today  it  is  no  small  matter  to  have  a  few 
hundred  dollars  in  the  bank  account  of  a  local  and  a  few  thousands  in  the 
account  of  a  district  co-operative.  Instances  could  be  given  of  excellent 
work  done  and  a  position  firmly  consolidated  through  using  a  reserve  at 
the  right  time. 
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We  note  with  satisfaction  that  a  number  of  our  district  co-operatives 
have  developed  a  fine  system  of  accounting  and  have  regular  audits,  using 
the  Alberta  Co-operative  Audit  Bureau  for  their  work.  There  are  still 
cases,  however,  where  apparently  only  the  most  casual  records  are  kept. 

A  pre-requisite  of  success  in  this  field  of  endeavor  is  the  active  interest 
of  the  board  or  executive  of  a  local,  and  even  more  so  of  a  district  co-op- 
erative. Meetings  of  the  board  should  be  held  regularly  once  or  twice  a 
year,  or  more  often  as  volume  of  business  and  financial  returns  warrant. 
An  active  small  executive  of  two  or  three  persons,  in  addition  to  the 
manager  or  trustee  actually  engaged  in  handling  the  goods,  is  practically 
a  guarantee  of  success.  In  no  case  should  a  man  be  allowed  to  handle 
large  amounts  of  goods  and  sums  of  money  for  long  periods  without  super- 
vision. This  sound  business  principle  was  never  in  greater  need  of  appli- 
cation than  in  these  trying  years  when  debts  and  financial  difficulties 
harrass  most  farmers. 

Solidarity  is  the  keynote  of  this  whole  matter,  a  recognition  that  co- 
operation is  not  a  name  for  a  type  of  commercial  system  created  for 
bargain  hunters,  but  is  a  system  of  mutual  aid  which,  if  fully  worked, 
will  prove  a  weapon  of  defence  and  offence  against  the  evils  of  capitalism, 
of  incalculable  value. 

TOWARDS  THE  NEW  SOCIAL  ORDER 

To  those  of  our  members  and  the  general  public  who  are  thinking  of 
economic  reconstruction  and  of  a  new  world  economic  order  of  equity, 
justice  and  brotherhood,  but  as  yet  are  undecided  as  to  where  to  put  the 
weight  of  their  lives  and  influence  in  the  struggle  for  change,  being  skep- 
tical possibly  of  political  and  economic  theories  in  general,  we  would  say 
give  your  support  to  co-operative  organizations  in  one  or  both  of  its 
principal  fields — consumer  co-operation  and  producer  co-operation.  If  the 
producers  and  consumers  of  Western  Canada,  an  area  peculiarly  fitted  for 
the  trial  of  these  principles,  could  be  mobilized  on  a  sufficiently  large 
scale  for  just  a  few  years,  they  could  demonstrate  to  themselves  and  the 
world  a  practical  and  painless  method  of  making  huge  strides  towards  that 
economic  democracy  which  to  some  of  us  is  the  only  hope  of  reaching  any 
state  of  human  relations  approximating  to  the  ideal.  The  principle  of 
mutual  aid  has  many  applications,  but  no  system  of  economy  yet  devised 
offers  such  a  quiet  and  orderly  approach  to  its  universal  application  as 
does  economic  co-operation.  We  started  here  in  Alberta  and  the  West 
with  producer  co-operation.  The  marketing  pools  are  perhaps  the  most 
natural  expression  of  the  principle  in  Western  Canada;  but  generally 
speaking,  consumer  co-operation  should  come  first.  So  widely  scattered 
were  we,  so  diverse  in  culture  and  so  lightly  rooted  in  the  soil  for  so  many 
years,  that  we  did  not  take  readily  to  this  form. 

Consumer  co-operation  is  really  the  only  logical  method  of  introduc- 
ing economic  planning.  Who  knows  better  than  the  consumer  what  should 
be  produced?  The  best  criterion  for  production  for  a  trading  world  is 
undoubtedly  consumer  demand.  Why  should  eight  or  ten  binder  twine 
factories  in  various  parts  of  the  world  pile  up  shiploads  of  twine  and  then 
stack  the  warehouses  of  their  respective  agencies  to  the  roof  with  it,  each 
in  the  hope  of  getting  a  major  portion  of  the  world's  trade.  The  farmer 
who  uses  the  twine  ultimately  pays  for  the  waste  of  overhead  and  the 
carry-over.  They  tell  us  that  the  petroleum  industry  spent  455  million 
dollars  in  1931  for  operating  filling  stations  that  were  not  needed.  If 
farmers  were  organized  as  consumers  the  producing  industries  would  be 
able  to  accurately  determine  demand  and  could  watch  expenditure  ac- 
cordingly. The  next  step  would  be  that  the  consumers  would  organize  the 
production  end.  Granted  the  proper  financial  accompaniments,  and  there 
you  have  the  beginnings  of  a  sane,  sound,  satisfactory,  social  economy. 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
GEORGE  E.  CHURCH, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND. 
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MASONIC  TEMPLE,  EDMONTON 
JANUARY,  1936 


ADDRESS  BY  WILFRED  HOPPINS 

President,  Junior  U.F.A.  —  January,  1936 


I  take  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  annual  report 
of  the  Junior  Branch  of  your  organization.  It  is  with  regret  that  I 
report  for  the  first  time  in  nine  years  a  decline  in  Junior  membership. 
Personally  I  look  on  this  as  temporary  because  the  reasons  for  it  are 
temporary.  Tremendous  force  has  been  brought  to  bear,  to  destroy  the 
United  Farmer  influence  in  public  affairs.  This  was  made  effective  by 
capitalizing  the  economic  distress  caused  by  the  long  period  of  distress 
through  which  we  are  passing  and  a  definite  claim  made  by  the  new  politi- 
cal paHy  that  a  very  simple  remedy  had  been  found  to  cure  our  economic 
ills.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  attention  of  the  organization  was 
focused  on  the  political  campaigns  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else, 
including  the  Junior  U.F.A. ,  has  resulted  in  a  serious  falling  off  in  mem- 
bership which  must  receive  our  immediate  attention. 

Just  why  so  much  pressure  should  be  used  to  oust  us  from  political 
influence  is  hard  for  me  to  understand.  Our  representatives,  it  is  true, 
worked  hardest  to  help  the  farmer  but  other  interests  were  not  neglected 
to  do  it.  We  did  not  use  our  power  to  give  jobs  to  our  friends  and  sup- 
porters. In  fact,  and  I  make  this  statement  in  all  sincerity,  provincial 
politics  could  not  be  freer  from  party  patronage  than  they  were  under 
our  U.F.A.  Government.  Our  Federal  Members  in  Ottawa  rendered  out- 
standing sei'vices,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Alberta,  but  to  the  Western 
people  as  a  whole,  by  fighting  valiantly  and  continuously  for  the  rights 
of  the  Western  Provinces  which  the  people  of  the  East  had  so  persistently 
ignored.  Their  work  is  so  well  known  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into 
detail.  However,  their  record  is  part  of  our  history  and  will  be  available 
to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  with  that  of  the  men  who  claim  that  they 
have  found  a  short  cut  to  freedom  from  economic  oppression,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  comparison  of  work  will  add  greatly  to 
the  prestige  of  our  organization. 

In  the  meantime  I  believe  we  should  go  on  with  our  work  with  the 
earnestness  and  sincerity  that  has  always  been  characteristic  of  our 
organization,  fighting  the  injustices  of  the  present  day  and  strengthening 
our  foundation  on  which  we  must  build  in  the  not  far  distant  future,  a 
society  that  permits  every  man  to  reap  the  benefits  of  his  toil. 

In  this  struggle  we  must  not  neglect  the  youth,  because  the  continuity 
and  success  of  your  efforts  will  depend  on  the  calibre  and  ability  of  the 
young  people  who  will  carry  on  from  where  you  leave  off. 

One  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  is  to  train  men  and 
women  for  leadership.  Leaders  are  always  needed.  We  need  them  in 
our  community  life,  in  production  and  in  our  organization.  No  move  to 
establish  "Equal  Rights"  for  the  common  people  can  ever  be  successful 
unless  the  leaders  in  that  movement  understand  the  problems  and  aspira- 
tions of  the  people  who  have  trusted  him  with  the  responsibility  of  leader- 
ship. Our  organization  is  a  splendid  medium  to  develop  the  leaders  that 
the  farm  people  must  have. 

In  order  to  make  this  as  effective  as  possible  it  is  necessary  for  the 
local  senior  organization  to  take  an  active  interest  in  helping  our  junior 
locals  to  function  properly.    I  have  invariably  found  that  wherever  there 


is  a  successful  junior  local,  there  is  always  a  sincere,  hard  working  senior 
member  acting  as  supervisor,  and  to  these  loyal  men  and  women  we  owe 
a  great  deal. 

The  outstanding  event  of  Junior  work  is  the  Junior  Conference  held 
at  the  University  of  Alberta.  At  this  time  delegates  from  all  parts  of 
the  Province  assemble  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  University  staff 
and  the  Committee  in  charge  of  young  people's  work  take  part  in  the 
largest  conference  of  its  kind  in  the  Province. 

It  not  only  provides  an  opportunity  for  the  boys  and  girls  to  make 
new  friends,  but  also  facilitates  an  interchange  of  ideas  that  is  especially 
valuable  to  young  people  who  seldom  have  the  opportunity  to  get  away 
from  their  own  districts. 

The  Junior  Conference  contributes  equally  as  much  to  the  success 
of  the  Junior  Branch  as  does  this  convention  to  that  of  the  U.F.A.,  and 
I  would  urge  that  those  of  you  who  come  from  districts  where  there  is  no 
Junior  Local,  send  at  least  one  of  the  young  people  from  your  district  to 
the  Junior  Conference.  It  has  often  proven  the  means  of  starting  a  new 
local. 

During  the  week  at  the  University  lectures  are  given  on  subjects  of 
vital  importance  to  young  farmers  such  as  Field  and  Animal  Husbandry, 
Botany  and  Horticulture,  all  illustrated  with  experiments  and  projects 
that  are  carried  on  at  that  institution. 

As  one  attends  these  classes  there  dawns  the  realization  that  the 
business  of  farming  is  not  a  simple  procedure,  but  a  highly  complicated 
business  that  will  bear  years  of  study  and  research  to  make  the  best  of 
our  resources.  The  lectures  are  planned  to  create  an  incentive  for 
further  study,  and  the  delegates  are  made  aware  of  the  large  store  of 
information  available  through  the  Department  of  Extension. 

During  conference  week  there  are  many  contests  which  are  entered 
into  enthusiastically  by  the  delegates.  The  most  important  of  these, 
judged  by  the  interest  manifest,  is  undoubtedly  the  Public  Speaking 
Contest.  Each  year  the  U.F.A.  donates  three  medals  to  the  winners  of 
this  contest. 

Another  event  of  the  week  that  attracts  a  large  number  of  contest- 
ants is  the  Grain  Judging  Contest.  Prior  to  the  contest  the  boys  receive 
some  instruction  in  grain  judging  and  keen  competition  is  shown  in  an 
effort  to  win  the  prizes  offered  by  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

This  year's  competition  was  novel  in  that  a  number  of  girls  had 
elected  to  compete  in  what  is  generally  recognized  as  masculine  enterprise, 
and  I  might  say  that  when  it  was  announced  that  Margaret  Sparks  of 
Wetaskiwin  had  won  third  place  no  one  was  heartier  with  their  congratu- 
lations than  the  boys  she  had  defeated. 

Each  year  the  Department  of  Extension  conducts  a  reading  course 
during  the  winter  months,  and  the  examinations  are  written  during  the 
Conference  Week.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  offers  a  $75.00  schol- 
arship at  one  of  the  Agricultural  Schools  to  the  boy  and  girl  standing 
highest  in  this  course.  This  scholarship  has  been  sincerely  appreciated 
by  our  boys  and  girls,  and  we  hope  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
will  continue  to  provide  this  opportunity  for  the  farm  young  people. 

For  several  years  past  the  Canadian  Handicraft  Guild  has  offered 
prizes  for  group  and  individual  work  from  young  people's  organizations. 
The  delegates'  display  of  handicrafts  each  year  speaks  well  for  the  profi- 
ciency of  our  young  people  and  well  deserves  the  awards  so  kindly  con- 
tributed by  the  Handicraft  Guild. 

Each  year  a  province-wide  efficiency  contest  is  conducted  by  the 
U.F.A.  Questionnaires  are  sent  out  to  all  Junior  Locals  and  are  filled  out 
and  presented  to  the  judges  at  the  Conference.  The  questions  are  so 
directed  as  to  find  out  just  how  each  local  is  conducting  its  local  business 
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affairs  and  to  ascertain  how  much  of  an  asset  the  local  is  to  the  com- 
munity. The  quest  for  honors  in  this  contest  have  had  many  interesting 
and  beneficial  results,  such  as  community  playgrounds,  beautification  of 
church  and  school,  as  well  as  home  grounds.  Some  of  our  locals  have 
prepared  histories  of  their  districts  which  are  now  in  Dominion  Archives 
at  Ottawa.  The  Senior  Committee  and  Miss  Montgomery  of  the  University 
Staff  are  to  be1  congratulated  on  the  interest  and  work  they  have  under- 
taken in  this  connection. 

One  day  of  the  Conference  is  allotted  to  the  delegates  to  conduct 
the  business  session  and  Annual  Convention  of  the  Junior  U.P.A.  It  is 
here  that  we  see  the  result  of  the  training  received  in  Junior  locals. 
Resolutions  are  introduced  and  discussed,  the  year's  business  including  the 
election  of  officers  is  dealt  with  in  a  very  business-like  manner,  which  would 
do  credit  to  a  much  more  mature  gathering. 

The  last  afternoon  is  devoted  to  a  field  day,  and  the  results  of  this 
event  prove  that  our  farm  boys  and  girls  are  athletes  of  no  mean  ability. 

This  has  been  but  a  brief  review  of  the  Junior  Conference,  but  I  hope 
that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  interest  you  in  a  phase  of  our  work  that  can 
be  of  valuable  service  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  your  community. 

District  Conferences  I  have  also  found  of  great  help  in  enlarging 
the  work  of  the  U.F.A.,  and  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  each  year  finds  a 
greater  number  of  the  constituency  associations  assisting  the  Juniors  by 
organizing  constituency  rallies. 

The  Field  Crops  Competition  conducted  by  the  Provincial  Department 
of  Agriculture  provides  an  opportunity  that  many  of  our  locals  are  taking 
advantage  of  to  increase  their  knowledge  of  field  crops,  and  improve  the 
quality  of  grains  grown  on  their  farms. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  of  the  Senior 
Organization,  and  especially  the  members  of  the  Senior  Committee  on 
Young  People's  Work  on  behalf  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.,  for  the  interest  and 
help  you  have  given  us  during  the  past  year.  Each  year  the  age  limit 
automatically  retires  a  large  number  of  our  Junior  members,  and  it  is 
only  by  the  continuous  activity  of  our  seniors  that  we  can  hope  to  carry 
on  the  Junior  work.  I  feel  sure  that  you  will  continue  to  give  the  same 
generous  help  that  you  have  in  the  past. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  the  last  time  I  will  appear  before 
this  gathering  in  my  present  capacity  as  Junior  President,  due  to  the  fact 
that  this  year  I  reach  the  age  that  requires  my  future  activities  will  be 
with  the  senior  organization,  and  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  assistance 
you  have  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  that  in  spite  of  all  the  destructive  criticism 
that  has  been  directed  at  our  organization  during  the  past  few  years, 
I  believe  that  the  farm  people  of  Alberta  are  quietly  taking  stock  and  will 
realize  as  time  goes  on  that  our  organizations  are  the  only  forces  in 
Western  Canada  that  have  been  and  are  today  working  in  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  farm  people,  and  that  we  need  them  more  today  when  industry 
and  finance  are  so  highly  organized,  than  ever  before.  Therefore,  we  must 
carry  on  the  battle  for  our  rights  to  its  logical  conclusion,  drawing  inspira- 
tion from  that  old  adage:    "Thrice  is  he  armed  whose  quarrel  is  just." 
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ADDRESS  OF  MARGARET  ARCHIBALD 

Vice-President  Junior  U.F.A. 

To  Annual  U.F.A.  Convention,  1936 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Being  an  amateur  at  the  job  of  Vice-President,  I  was  somewhat  at  a 
loss  to  know  just  what  was  expected  of  me  at  this  convention.  Conse- 
quently I  worried  a  little  until  one  day  I  came  across  an  epigram  by 
Elbert  Hubbard  which  said — "The  greatest  mistake  a  person  can  make  is 
to  be  continually  fearing  they  will  make  one."  In  spite  of  this  epigram 
I  still  fear  the  keen  criticism  of  a  U.F.A.  Convention.  However,  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  things  about  organized  effort  and  its  effect  on  the  lives 
of  farm  young  people. 

In  some  U.F.A.  circles  one  senses  an  air  of  defeat  and  discourage- 
ment since  the  summer  elections,  and  in  others  the  election  results  have 
given  zeal  and  zest  to  go  on.  I  have  noted  this  personally  in  my  own 
Junior  local — never  before  were  they  more  interested  in  the  political 
situation  and  economics  in  general  than  they  have  been  since  they  were 
told  by  some  of  the  opposition  that  they  were  "licked."  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  what  our  organization  needs  is  a  few  more  enemies  to 
pounce  on  it  and  the  ideas  for  which  it  stands.  We  are  making  progress 
but  not  fast  enough. 

Returning  again  to  those  who  feel  discouraged — there  is  an  old  and 
very  satisfying  saying — "The  world  rewards  cleverness  before  it  does 
honesty,"  and  I  would  add,  "especially  in  Alberta."  We  are  asked — 
Has  the  organized  farmers'  movement  in  Alberta  been  a  success?  Has  it 
justified  its  existence?  I  think  the  existence  of  innumerable  public  bene- 
fits— co-operative  stores,  community  halls,  co-operative  buying  and  selling 
agencies  together  with  our  own  personal  gain  in  economic  study  and 
fellowship  brought  about  by  the  U.F.A.  organization  certainly  justifies  its 
existence. 

It  is  true  that  we  do  not  appreciate  a  good  thing  such  as  our  eyesight, 
our  sense  of  hearing  and  our  good  health  until  they  are  gone.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  our  organization.  Let  any  part  of  it  slip  away  and  what 
have  we  left  to  prevent  us  from  going  back  to  the  standard  of  living  of 
the  European  peasant  who  has  not  even  a  hope  of  ever  attaining  anything 
better?  I  recall  a  cartoon  that  illustrates  the  point  I  wish  to  make:  An 
American  traveller  was  telling  a  group  of  European  peasants  that  most 
of  the  farmers  in  America  had  modern  machinery,  telephones,  motor  cars, 
radio  and  other  modern  improvements.  The  cartoon  showed  the  peasants 
holding  their  sides  with  laughter  and  saying,  "And  he  expects  us  to 
believe  that."  It  is  true  we  may  have  trouble  in  getting  and  more  in 
holding  on  to  these  modern  inventions  that  science  has  given  us,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  we  have  developed  the  desire  for  things  that  make  living 
easier,  more  pleasant  and  altogether  worthwhile  which  the  unorganized, 
illiterate  peasant  never  had  and  never  can  hope  to  have. 

I  want  at  once  to  make  plain  that  I  am  not  attempting  to  paint  a 
rosy  picture  or  to  minimize  our  difficulties  in  the  least.  Don't  think  that 
I  am  satisfied  because  if  the  time  ever  came  when  we  were  all  perfectly 


4 


satisfied  with  our  religion,  our  education  and  our  government,  we  would 
then  be  in  a  states  of  perfect  mental  dissolution. 

I  would  like  to  refer  to  a  few  things  that  are  within  our  reach. 
Things  that  to  me  seem  very  satisfying  and  helpful  may  often  pass  un- 
noticed by  those  living  nearest  to  them.  I  refer  now  to  the  dissatisfied 
farm  boy  or  girl  whose  hopes  have  been  crushed  by  the  fact  that  they 
could  not  get  away  from  the  farm  to  some  school  or  to  some  other  job. 
I  only  wish  that  these  boys  and  girls,  disappointed  though  they  are,  would 
see  and  make  use  of  those  advantages  that  do  present  themselves.  An 
important  one  is  the  simple  fact  that  they  do  live  on  a  farm.  Let  us 
realize  the  truth  that  the  possibilities  of  farm  life  for  creating  those 
things  which  are  enduring — the  love  for  growing  things,  a  resistance  to 
ready-made  opinion  and  prejudices,  an  opportunity  to  "know  your  neigh- 
bor," and  yet  they  do  not  discount  material  values  or  material  things. 
The  technocrats  tell  us  too  that  in  the  future,  competition  will  be  keen 
for  the  privilege  of  living  on  a  farm. 

Another1  advantage  that  farm  young  people  have  is  that  they  are  in 
a  position  to  lend  real  help  to  bring  about  a  worth-while  change  in  the 
social  order.  Out  of  a  job?  We  are  not  out  of  a  job.  The  biggest  one  we 
ever  had  stands  before  us  undone — that  of  bringing  about  a  social  order 
that  will  make  our  position  more  secure,  end  greed  and  fear  and  make 
doles  and  charity  unnecessary. 

REPORT 

My  activities  in  Junior  work  since  being  elected  Vice-President  on 
June  last  have  been  exceptionally  interesting.  To  me  they  have  been 
a  great  treat  along  both  social  and  educational  lines.  I  only  hope  that 
I  have  been  able  to  give  to  those  whom  I  have  addressed  a  few  worth- 
while ideas  in  return  for  the  very  many  enduring  things  I  have  gained 
through  their  acquaintance. 

My  first  address  was  made  to  the  U.F.A.  Nominating  Convention  of 
the  Ponoka  Provincial  Constituency.  On  that  day,  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee 
was  the  unanimous  choice  of  more  than  two  hundred  people  for  the  can- 
didacy of  the  U.F.A.  There,  together  with  a  short  speech  I  gave  a  report 
of  Conference  Week  which  had  been  held  immediately  previous. 

In  July  I  attended  and  addressed  a  Conference  in  Wetaskiwin  spon- 
sored by  Wm.  Runte,  Junior  Director  for  that  constituency.  The  whole 
day  was  very  much  a  success.  We  were  favored  by  addresses  from  Messrs. 
Bill  Thornton  and  Glen  Shortliffe,  who  were  representing  the  Edmonton 
C.C.Y.M.  organization. 

The  latter  part  of  July  I  spent  a  most  enjoyable  three  days  at  "War- 
wick Farm,"  Edgerton,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Spencer.  The 
three-day  Constituency  Convention  was  held  there — the  last  day  being  for 
Juniors  alone.  I  adddressed  the  ladies'  session,  the  combined  group  in 
the  evening,  and  the  Junior  during  their  separate  session  the  next  day. 
May  I  say  in  passing  that  those  who  arranged  that  Conference,  are  cer- 
tainly to  be  commended  for  giving  to  their  constituency  of  Battle  River 
three  full  days  of  education,  good  fellowship  and  fun.  Thanks  are  also 
due  to  the  Spencer  family  for  giving  the  key  of  their  lovely  home  and 
grounds  to  the  gathering,  and  going  to  untold  work  to  make  it  enjoyable 
for  all. 

The  elections  came  upon  us  soon  after  that,  and  I  addressed  some 
eight  or  ten  meetings  in  support  of  Mr.  Brownlee,  Mr.  Irvine  and  Mr. 
Stevens — Provincial  U.F.A.  candidate  for  Wetaskiwin. 

Since  the  elections  I  addressed  a  joint  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  meeting 
at  Chapel  (near  Rimbey).  The  following  day  I  was  asked  to  address  a 
United  Church  Young  People's  rally  in  Rimbey  on  the  subject,  "Christian 
Youth  Building  a  Warless  World."  These  young  people  sponsored  a  two- 
day  Rally.    Besides  myself  they  had  Rev.  Davies  of  Ponoka— a  very  pro- 
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gressive  minded  man  who  gave  an  inspiring  talk  on  "Personal  Religious 
Living."  In  the  evening  of  the  first  day  Mr.  Donald  Cameron's  lantern 
slides  and  lecture  on  Folk  Schools  was  a  real  treat.  Sunday  morning, 
the  second  day  of  the  Rally,  the  service  was  taken  by  eight  Oxford 
Groupers  from  Edmonton.  Two  young  ladies,  also  of  Edmonton,  gave 
separate  talks  on  dramatics  and  "Girl  Guide"  work.  In  the  evening  the 
service  was  taken  by  Rabbi  Eisen  of  Edmonton. 

I  thought  at  the  time  that  these  young  people  did  something  very 
worth-while  in  sponsoring  that  two-day  Rally  which  proved  so  successful ; 
especially  in  their  broadmindedness  in  their  choice  of  speakers — Rev. 
Davies,  a  clear-thinking,  progressive  man;  Donald  Cameron  with  his  voca- 
tional talk;  the  Oxford  groupers  with  their  line  of  thought;  Rabbi  Eisen — 
a  well-known  Jewish  priest,  and  lastly  myself  as  a  peace  advertiser  and 
politician. 

That,  I  believe,  is  the  extent  of  my  activities  since  June  last. 

MARGARET  ARCHIBALD. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  Tl  ENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
OF  THE  UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA,  held  in  the 
MASONIC  TEMPLE,  EDMONTON,  JANUARY  21-24,  1956. 


President  Gardiner  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10:00.    The  delegates 
stood  for  a  moment  of  silence  in  memory  of  the  late  King  George  V  after  vrhich 
they  sang  God  Save  the  King  in  honor  of  King  Edwa  rd  VIII. 

Rev.  Ghas.  Stone  pronounced  the  invocation.    This  was  followed  by  a  letter 
from  Lt.  Governor  Walsh,  expressing  regrets  at  not  being  able  to  be  present 
on  account  of  the  death  of  His  Majesty. 

Mayor  J.  A.  Clarke,  welcomed  the  delegates  to  the  city. 

Premier  Wm.  ^berhart  brought  greetings  from  the  Provincial  Government. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAIRMAN.    The  following  were  nomined  chairmen  of  the  Convention  - 
Messrs.  Garland,  Critchlow  and  Wood. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  President  Gardiner  be  chairman  and  appoint  three 
assistants.  Carried. 

Messrs  Garland,  Critchlow  and  Wood  were  appointed  his  assistants. 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES    The  following  convention  committees  as  recommended  by 
the  Board,  were  accepted: 


Order  of  Business 
J.  Johansen 
J.  K.  Sutherland 
Geo.  E.  Church 
Mrs.  W.  Ross 


Resolutions 
J.  E.  Brown 
I.  V.  Macklin 
Walter  Skinner 
A.  J.  Paul 


Credentials 
H.  G.  Young 
R.  Pye 

Wilfred  Hoppins 


Entertainment  Ushering 
J.  R.  Love  J.  M.  Ivheatley 

J.  M.  Bentley  Wilfred  Hoppins 

M.  H.  Ward 
Thos.  Tomashavsky 
J.  M.  Bentley 


ANNUAL  ADDRESS  BY  PRESIDENT.    At  this  time  Mr.  Garland  took  the  chair  and  called 
on  Mr.  Gardiner  to  give  his  annual  presidential  address.    He  was  greeted  with 
applause. 

A  NNUAL  ADDRESS  BY  U.F.W.A.  PRESIDENT.    Mrs.  R.  Price,  President  of  the  U.F.W.A. 
delivered  her  annual  address  to  the  U.F.A.  Convention  and  was  also  given  hearty 
applause. 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS.    Vice-President  read  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.    This  was  received. 


CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE  REP0B.T.  -  The  report  of  the  Co-operative  Committee  was 
read. 
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Meeting  adjourned 

(Proceedings  from  11:00  to  12:00  were  broadcast) 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 
Mr.  Critchlow  in  the  chair. 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT.      Mr.  "'-ra.  Robertson,  Auditor,  read  the  financial  statement  of 
the  general  office.    Moved  Messrs.  Eeatt,  H.  E.  Spencer  that  the  report  be 
received,    ^fter  several  questions  had  been  answered  by  Mr.  Robertson  and 
the  Vice-President,  the  motion  to  adopt  was  carried. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  FLOOR.    Moved  Ira  Taylor  and  seconded  by  P.  S.  Eeatt,  that 
all  former  provincial  and  federal  members  and  candidates  in  the  last  election 
be  given  the  privilege  of  the  floor. 

Moved  in  amendment  H.  E,  Spencer,  A.  B.  Vvood,  that  all  U.F.A.  members  be 
given  the  privilege  of  the  floor.  Carried. 

VOTE  OF  APPRECIATION.    Moved  Beatt,  Fearnehough,  that  we  express  our  apprec- 
iation to  the  United  Grain  Growers  for  their  continued  financial  support  of  the 
Organization  and  our  pleasure  at  the  favorable  relations  which  have  existed 
between  the  U.C-.G.  and  the  U.F.A.  this  past  year. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  be  included  in  this 
resolution.  Seconded. 

Moved  N.  V.  Fearnehough,  that  this  be  considered  as  a  separate  motion. 

The  amendment  carried  and  the  motion  as  amended  carried. 

UNITED  FARMER.    Financial  statement  of  the  United  Farmer  was  read  by  Mr. 
Robertson. 

Moved  Beatt,  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Seconded. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  and  Mr.  Robertson  and  the  Vice-President 
answered  a  number  of  questions. 

The  motion  to  adopt  was  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Mr.  Johansen  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee 
recommended  that  we  now  take  up  the  report  of  the  United  Farmer  and  then  two 
resolutions  in  relation  to  the  paper. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  this  recommendation  be  accepted. 

UNITED  FARMER.  Vice-President  read  the  report  of  the  United  Farmer. 

Moved  Beatt,  Taylor,  that  this  report  be  adopted. 
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Mr.  Beatt  stoted  that  the  paper  was  not  fulfilling  its  purpose  and  should 
be  changed.    Mr.  Heath  of  Lacom.be  asked  that  a  synopsis  of  the  replies  to  the 
questionnaires  be  given  to  the  delegates  at  this  time.    The  Vice-President 
advised  that  this  would  be  a  lengthy  report  and  would  not  greatly  assist  as 
there  were  so  many  different  views  expressed. 

Mr.  McDuffy  thought  the  matter  of  the  paper  had  been  kept  too  secret  and 
the  delegates  did  not  get  a  full  report  of  the  situation. 

One  of  the  delegates  asked  the  real  reasons  why  the  Board  did  not  co- 
operate with  some  of  the  co-operative  papers  or  Labor  News  and  try  to  have 
a  daily  paper. 

Mr.  kunan  suggested  that  the  paper  needed  reorganizing  and  mentioned  the 
organizing  of  a  joint  stock  company;  also  suggested  that  membership  fee  and 
subscription  should  be  separated. 

On  point  of  order  Mr.  Fearnehough  asked  how  the  support  received  from  the 
Wheat  Pool  this  yea  r  compared  with  that  of  former  years.  Vice-President 
explained  that  at  the  present  time  the  Wheat  Pool  were  just  buying  space  at 
advertising  rates. 

A.  E.  Moyer  in  bis  remarks  said  we  just  got  what  we  paid  for. 

Mr.  Ira  Taylor  said  it  was  the  finances  of  the  paper  that  was  worrying 
him  and  asked  if  the  Board  had  any  solution  to  offer. 

Mr.  Priestley  replied  to  many  of  the  questions  and  explained  that  the 
Board  fully  realized  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  and  explained  why  the 
paper  had  not  been  amalgamated  with  some  other  paper. 

After  further  discussion  the  motion  to  a.dopt  the  report  was  carried. 

POWERS  OF  THE  BOARD  (Board  Resolution)  NO  6 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  be  given  full  power  to  deal  with  the 
United  Farmer  in  any  way  that  may  be  desirable,  necessary,  or  in  the  interest 
of  the  Organization  as  a  whole. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Spencer  and  seconded. 

during  the  discussion  Mr.  seatt  asked  if  the  Board  did  not  already  have 
this  power.    The  chair  advised  that  the  invention  had  the  control.    In  reply 
to  a  question  from  Wm.  Irvine  as  to  what  Board  was  referred  to  and  what  powers 
they  wished,  Mr.  Priestley  stated  that  the  U.F.A.  Board  was  referred  to  and 
explained  that  they  wanted  to  be  in  a  position  to  handle  any  situation  that 
might  arise  in  connection  with  the  paper. 

J .  E.  Cook  moved  that  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  bring  this  resolution 
in  after  the  future  policy  had  been  dealt  with. 

No  seconder. 

Moved  that  the  matter  be  tabled  until  the  future  policy  of  the  organization 
is  determined.    Seconded  by  P.  S.  Beatt  and  carried. 
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AMALGAMATION  OF  LABOR  HEWS  AMD  THE  UNITED  FARMER  (Battle  River  Federal  C.A.)  No.  S 

Whereas,  it  is  of  real  importance  to  develop  a  greater  press  to  put  out 
an  impartial  viewpoint  on  economic  and  political  issues,  and 

Whereas,  we  have  today  the  United  Farmer  and  the  Labor  News  both  with  a 
limited  circulation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  fullest  consideration  be  given 
to  ways  and  means  of  putting  out  a  joint  paper  to  cover  the  field  now  filled 
by  the  above  mentioned  papers. 

Moved  Mr.  Beatt  and  seconded. 

Moved  Cates,  Wager,  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  the  future  policy 
of  the  organization  is  decided. 

On  point  of  order  Mr.  Fearnehough  asked  if  this  resolution  was  not  out  of 
order  as  the  Labor  News  was  not  now  in  circulation.    The  chair  said  the  point 
was  not  well  taken. 

The  resolution  to  table  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (U.F.A.  Board)  No.  2 

Resolved,  that  Section  16,  Subsection  4,  paragraph  (a)  of  the  Constitution 
be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "but  it  shall  not  be  competent  for  them  to 
petition  Parliament  or  the  Legislature  on  any  matter  independently  of  the  Central 
Board"  and  substitute  "They  shall  not  petition  Parliament  or  the  Legislature  on 
any  matter  independently  of  the  Central  Board." 

Moved  Mr.  Heath,  seconded  and  carried. 

REPRESENTATION  AT  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  (U.F.W.A.  Executive)  No.  5. 

Whereas,  in  view  of  the  decreased  membership  in  our  Locals,  and  in  view 
of  the  urgency  of  having  as  many  delegates  as  possible  at  our  annual  Convention; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  basis  of  representation  of  each  Local  at  the 
A  nnual  Convention  be  one  delegate  for  every  ten  paid  up  members  or  major  portion 
thereof. 

Moved  H.  E.  Spencer  and  seconded.  Carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (Board  Resolution)  No.  1 

Resolved,  that  Section  9  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  the  adding  of 
Paragraph  7  (a)  "He  shall  issue  cards  for  membership  in  the  Association  directly 
to  the  member." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wheatley  and  seconded. 

In  speaking  to  this  resolution  Mr.  Wheatly  advised  that  this  had  reference 
to  the  Central  Office  Secretary. 
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Mr.  Priestley  explained  that  a  number  of  local  secretaries  did  not  for- 
ward the  membership  dues  and  it  was  thought  that  this  would  be  one  way  of 
checking  up  as  members  would  know  their  dues  had  not  been  sent  into  Central 
until  they  received  their  membership  card. 

resolution  was  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (Board  Resolution)  No.  2 

^esolved,  that  Section  XI  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding 
Section  (c)  to  Paragraph  3,  as  follows:     "He  shall  issue  an  interim  receipt 
for  membership  in  the  Local 

Moved  Cates,  Taylor  and  carried. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Wood  took  the  chair. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (Board  Resolution)  No.  3 

Resolved,  that  Section  XI  be  amended  by  adding  a  subsection  4,  as  follows: 
"If  for  any  reason  during  his  year  of  office  the  resignation  of  any  officer 
of  the  local  is  required ,  such  resignation  shall  be  presumed  to  have  been 
received  and  in  effect,  providing  that  notice  of  notion  to  request  for  resign- 
ation has  been  given  at  the  previous  regular  meeting,  and  the  resolution  re- 
questing the  resignation  is  passed  by  a  majority  of  members  of  the  local  in 
good  standing." 

Moved  Mr.  Wheatley  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  Cates,  and  seconded,  that  the  following  words  be 
added  "present  and  voting." 

Previous  question  moved  by  Mr.  Beatt.    Seconded  and  carried. 

^endment  lost, 

es  c.  lu ti  on  carri  ed  • 

AUDIT  REPORT  TO  CENTRAL  OFFICE  (Calgary  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  4 

Whereas,  one  of  the  principal  activities  of  our  Locals  is  the  co-operative 
buying  of  farm  supplies,  which  involves  local  officials  in  the  handling  of 
considerable  sums  of  money  from  time  to  time,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  interests  of  business  efficiency  and  mutual  understanding 
among  our  members,  accurate  accounting  of  all  funds  handled  is  necessary; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  attention  of  all  Locals  be  called  to  Section  XI, 
Clause  3(a)  of  the  Constitution,  which  reads  as  follows,  and  the  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  same:  "He  shall  on  the  30th  day  of  November  of  each  year, 
or  at  such  other  time  as  the  local  may  direct,  close  his  books  and  submit  same 
to  an  auditor  appointed  by  the  Locals,  who  shall  examine  same  and  submit  a 
report  to  the  ^nnual  Meeting,  which  report  shall  be  sent  to  Central  Office 
forthwith." 
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Moved  Mr.  Mangles  and  seconded.  Carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    On  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee,  Mr.  Johansen 
recommended  that  when  we  adjourn,  adjournment  be  taken  until  8:15  end  that 
election  of  president  and  vice-President  be  left  until  Thursday.    The  recommend- 
ation was  seconded  and  carried. 

APPRECIATION  OF  JOHN  I.  McFARLAMD  (Horse  Hills  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  51 

Whereas,  John  I.  McFarland  has  given  of  his  time  and  energy  in  the  solution 
of  Canada1 s  wheat  problem  and  has  been  subjected  to  most  severe  and  unjust 
criticism  from  the  grain  trade,  and 

Whereas,  time  has  completely  justified  his  wheat  policy, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.;..  express  to  him  their  warm  and 
sincere  appreciation  for  his  services  to  agriculture  in  the  last  five  years, 
and  hope  that  he  will  recover  fully  his  former  good  health. 

Moved  Mr.  Beatt  and  seconded.    A  standing  vote  was  taken  and  the  resolution 
Carried  unanimously. 

VOTE  OF  APPRECIATION  (Ca  lgary  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  55 

Resolved  that  this  Association  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  Convention 
assembled,  express  our  appreciation  of  legislation  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Parliament  with  regard  to  the  Wheat  Stabilization  operations,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Canada  Wheat  Board,  the  Farmers  Creditors  Arrangements  Act  and  the 
Natural"  Products  Marketing  Act. 

Moved  Mr.  Mangles,  H.  E.  Spencer. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  insert  the  word  "federal"  before  the  word  "Parliament V 
No. seconder. 

Resolution  carried. 

DEBT  LEGISLATION  (Hanna  Local)  No.  23  covering  also  21-22  and  24  and  10  in 
supp.) 

Whereas,  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  indicate  that  tremendous  pressure 
will  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  both  Provincial  and  Federal  Governments  to 
abandon  or  remove  the  measure  of  security  farmers  and  working  people  have 
at  the  present  time  in  the  matter  of  debt  adjustment,  protection  and  reduction, 
and 

Whereas,  in  the  matter  of  debt  readjustment  we  have  only  started  to  deal 
with  this  problem,  and 

Whereas,  owing  to  a  long  period  of  production  below  cost,  crop  failure, 
etc.  it  is  vitally  necessary  that  this  readjustment  proceed  more  rapidly  and 
protection  be  continued. 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  instruct  our 
Executive  to  impress  on  the  Provincial  ticveramBnt  the  vital  necessity 
of  continuing  the  Provincial  Debt  Adjustment  legislation  in  its  present 
form,  and  further  that  the  organised  farmers  of  the  Province  should  be 
adequat  ly  represented  on  the  Debt  Adjustment  Board  to  the  end  that  sec- 
urity of  tenure  for  the  farmer  on  his  ftrm  and  the  worker  in  his  home 
will  be  assured,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Federal  Government  to 
continue  the  federal  legisletion  now  in  force  to  the  end  that  all  the 
burden  of  deflated  values  shall  not  be  borne  by  Agriculture. 

Moved  by  Mr.  ^therland  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Young  stated  that  resolution  10  in  tye  supplement  covered 
a  different  aspect  of  the  question  carried. 

PROTECTION  TO  DEBTOR'-  (Wetaskiwin  Provincial  C.A.)  No.  10. 

Resolved,  that  if  Mr.  Aberhert  carries  out  his  announced 
intention  of  reducing  the  Drotection  given  to  debtors  under  Alberta  law, 
we  take  immediate  steps  to  organize  the  farm  people  to  protect  themselves 
against  foreclosure  and  eviction.    To  this  end  every  means  which  may  be 
necessary  should,  be  used,  and  we  recommend  co-operation  with  any  other 
bodies  ^hich  represent  the  debtor  class. 

Moved  Mr.  ^oung,  that  resolution  no.  10  be  taken  from  the  list 
covered  by  No.  23.    Seconded  and  carried. 

•  CANCELLATION  OF  FARMERS  DEBTS  (Delia  U.F.W.A.  Local)  No.  25 

Whereas,  many  farmers  throughout  the  province,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  but  because  of  successive  crop  failures,  have  been 
compelled  to  seek  relief  in  the  form  of  seed  grain  and  feed,  and 

Whereas,  the  farmers  were  compelled  to  give  security  to  get  such 
relief,  and  furthermore  are  today  being  harassed  by  accounts  and  notices 
requesting  payment  and  notification  that  interest  is  no?;  being  added,  and 

Whereas,  in  many  parts  of  the  Province,  crops  were  as  usual 
a  failure,  and 

Whereas,  when  relief  is  given  to  residents  of  the  urban  areas, 
relief  is  paid  outright  and  no  effort  is  made  to  collect  same,  and 

Vvhereas,  if  the  total  seed  grai  n  and  ferd  loans  were  wiped  out, 
the  farmers  would  have  considerably  capital  to  keep  them  from  requiring 
further  relief  and  would  be  an  incentive  to  business; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Government  to  cancel 
all  seed  grain  and  feed  loans  and  thus  make  it  possible  for  farmers  in 
such  distressed  areas  to  once  more  face  their  problems  with  renewed  hepe. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Mr*  Wall. 
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After  discussion  Mr.  Cameron  moved  that  it  be  referred  back 
to  the  Resolutions  Committee  for  redrafting  asking  the  Government  to  take 
full  responsibility  for  feed  and  seed  relief.  Carried. 

PROTECTION  TO  DEBTORS  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  10. 

Resolved,  that  if  ^r.  Aberhart  carries  out  his  announced 
intention  of  reducing  the  protection  given  to  debtors  under  Alberta  law,  we 
take  immediate  steps  to  organize  the  farm  people  to  protect  themselves 
against  foreclosure  and  eviction.    To  this  end  every  means  which  may 
be  necessary  should  be  used,  and  we  recommend  co-operation  with  any 
other  bodies  which  represent  the  debtor  class. 

Moved  Young,  Beatt. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  tabled  for  discussion  later.  Seconded 
and  carried. 

Moved  that  we  adjourn  until  8:15.    Seconded  and  carried. 

TUESDAY  EVENING 

Eev.  G.G.Reynolds,  rector  of  ^oly   Trinity  AngKlican  Church 
addressed  the  delegates  for  five  minutes. 

This  was  followed  by  a  program  of  Burns  music  sponsored  by  the 
Tom  Campbell  Furniture  Company,    ^"he  Program  was  much  enjoyed  by  all  the 
delegates. 

ADDRESS  OF  R.G.  REID.  Mr.  Gardiner  introduced  R.G.Reid,  who  was 
received  with  prolonged  applause.    Mr.  R-eid.  touched  on  the  s%*tem©nts 
made  by  Premier  Aberhart  and  some  of  his  supporters  re  the  "mess"  left  by 
the  U.F.A.  Government  and  challenged  thsee  statements.    ne  also  dealt  with 
the  work  that  had  been  accomplished  by  the  U.F.A.  Government.  His 
address  was  well  received. 

A  telegram  was  read  from  Leduc  stating  that  they  had  very 
much  enjoyed  ®t.  Reid's  address  and  that  it  had  come  over  the  air  very 
well. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10rl6. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING 

Mr.  ^arland  in  the  chair. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS .    Mr.  Johansen  recommended  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of 
Business  Committee  that  the  report  of  the  Co-operative  Committee  be  dis- 
cussed at  this  time.    Seconded  and  carried. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  in  which  many  delegates  took  part, 
moved  Johansen,  that  the  report  be  adopted.     Seconded  and  carried. 

AFFILIATION  WITH  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  OF  CANADA (Sedgewick  ^ocal)  No.  8 
Y/hereas,  the  U.F.A.  in  accordance  with  its  declaration  of 
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principles  co-operates  with  other  political  parties,  groups  or  individuals  it 
in  the  interest  of  desirable  legislation,  and 

Whereas,  its  business  as  at  present  transacted  is  not  fully 
co-operative,  and 

Whereas,  co-operative  societies  founded  on  Rochdale  principles 
have  made  consistent  progress  and  have  increased  in  numbers  in  many 
countries,  throughout  this  prolonged  depression,  and 

Whereas,  this  notable  success  of  genuine  economic  co-operation 
during  such  times  is  proof  postive  of  the  value  of  the  philosophy  upon 
which  it  is  based; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.E.A.  in  biisiness  endeavor 
to  join  forces  with  other  co-operative  societies  in  the  province  and  to  so 
revise  the  constitution  and  bylaws  as  to  admit  of  affiliation  with  the 
Co-operative  Union  of  Canada. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Priestley  explained  the  set  up  of  Alberta  Co-operative 
Council  that  had  existed  at  one  time  and  the  matter  of  various  attempts 
that  had  been  made  to  co-operate,    ^e  stated  that  the  U.F.A.  fieldmen  had  ben 
instructed  to  get  in  touch  with  managers  of  the  co-operative  stores  and 
endeavour  to  make  the?"  our  t  gents  before  asking  anyone  else. 

Moved  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  Mr.  Hal sail,  Mgr. 
of  the  Alberta. Co-opera tive  Wholesale  Assn.  could  address  the  Convention. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  '"heatley,  Feame hough  that  the  convention  adjourn  at  11:30 
so  that  the  deleg-  tes  might  go  to  the  Parlament  Buildings  to  hear  the 
salute  to  King  Edward  VIII. 

^loved  in  amendment  that  the  convention  adjourn  at  11:55.  Seconded 
by  ^r.  Beatt  and  carried. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  CO-OPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES  (Calgary  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  9 

Whereas,  we  no",r  need,  more  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Province,  a  strong  farm  organization; 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  concentrate  its  efforts  along  the  line 
of  developing  co-operative  organizations  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
farm  people,  and  to  further  these  ends  a  voluntary  drive  for  membership 
be  carried  out  throughout  the  province,  immediately  after  the  annual 
convention. 

Moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  "angles. 

Moved  Mr.  Cetes,  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  the  future 
policy  of  the  Organization  is  determined.    Seconded  and  carried. 
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PROVINCIAL  POLICE  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  34 

Whereas,  we  consider  it  essential  that  we  should  have  in 
Alberta  a  place  in  a  democratic  country,  and 

Whereas,  during  the  recent  instance  of  the  "March  to  Ottawa"  it  has 
been  shown  that  the  dominion  and  not  the  province  control  the  R.C.M.P.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  United  Farmers  and  the 
United  Far^i  Women  of  Alberta,  demand  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  for  the 
setting  up  of  a  police  force  under  the  complete  control  of  the  Province 
of  Alberta  and  that  the  contract  with  the  dominion  Government  with  regard 
to  the  RC.M.P.  be  terminated  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Dowdell,  Antonson. 

Mr.  Fearnehough  asked  how  long  the  contract  ran  with  the  Federal 
Government.    After  further  discussion  the  resolution  was  carried. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS .    The  chairman  made  some  announcements. 

DANCE.    Moved  Antonson  that  we  adjourn  at  6:00  o'clock  Friday  and  have  a 
social  evening  and  dance  Friday  evening.    Seconded.    After  discussion 
resolution  was  lost. 

COMPULSORY  HAIL  INSURANCE  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  35 

Whereas,  during  the  last  few  years  there  have  been  many  farmers 
hailed  out,  and 

Whereas,  o  ing  to  the  low  price  of  grain  farmers  have  been 
unable  to  carry  insurance,  and 

Whereas,  a  compulsory  insurance  based  on  acreage  is  unsatis- 
factory; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial 
Government  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  a  compulsory  hail  insurance 
policy,  the  assessment  being  on  a  bushelage  basis. 

(Similar  resolution  from  Conrich  U.F.A.  "ocal) 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Geo.  Wall. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Order  of  Business  Committee  recommended  that  immed- 
iately on  reassembling  we  hear  report  of  the  Junior  President  and  Vice- 
president  and  follow  with  discussion  of  future  policy.    Seconded  by 
Mr.  Rasmus sen  and  carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  11:45. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Critchlow  in  the  chair. 

JUNIOR  PRESIDENT.  Mr.  Wilfred  Hoppins  gave  his  address  which  was  received 
with  applause. 
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JUNIOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.    Miss  Margaret  Archibald  gave  her  first  address  as 
vice-president  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.    She  was  also  given  a  hearty  applause. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  these  two  addresses  the  chairman  stated 
with  such  young  people  at  the  head  of  our  Junior  organ!  "ation  we  need  not 
fear  for  the  future  of  the  Organization.  Applause. 

AFFILIATION  OF  JUNIOR  U.F.A.  AND  OTHER  YOUTH  MOVEMENTS  (Johnny  Canucks 
Junior  Local)  No.  7 

Be  it  resolved,  that  immediate  and  definite  steps  be  taken  by  the 
U.F.A.  to  enable  the  Junior  U.F.A.  to  affiliate  with  all  youth  movements 
in  thin  province  opposed  to  War  and  Fascism,  thereby  facilitating  an 
increase  in  education  of  economics  and  creating  a  unity  of  purpose  against 
Capitalism  and  War. 

Moved  A.B.Wood,  J.  Cameron. 

Moved  Mr.  Priestley  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  until  after 
the  report  of  Senior  Committee  on  Junior  Work. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT  OF  SENIOR  COMMITTEE  ON  JUNIOR  V'ORK.      Mrs.  ^cBride  read  the  report  of 
the  Senior  Committee  on  Young  Peoples  Work.    The  Committee  made  two 
recommendations  -  That  a  competition  be  instituted  to  encourage  junior 
directors  and  that  the  matter  of  changing  the  name  of  the  Junior  U.F.A. 
be  brought  up  at  the  next  Junior  Conference. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Ronning  drew  attention  to  resolution  No.  7  which  had  been 

tabled . 

No.  7  -  AFFILIATION  OF  JUNIOR  U.F.A.  AND  OTHER  YOUTH  MOVEMENTS.  Moved 
Fearnehough  and  seconded,  that  resolution  7  be  taken  from  the  tiible.  ','arried. 

Moved  Fearnehough  that  the  words  "all  youth  movements  in  this 
province  opposed  to  War  and  Fascism"  be  deleted  and  "C.C.Y.M."  substituted. 

Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  Mr.  Philips  to  delete 
the  words  "Fascism"  and  "Capitalism".    NG  seconder. 

Motion  to  amend  carried. 

^resident  Gardiner  advised  that  it  was  no  good  passing  this 
resolution  unless  another  was  passed  to  set  up  machinery  that  would  enable 
them  to  carry  out  the  resolution. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  word  "affiliate"  be  changed  to 
"co-operate".  Seconded. 


The  Junior  -President  advised  that  the  Junior  Branch  already  had 
the  power  to  co-operate  and  would  not  need  a  resolution  if  the  wording 
was  changed.    After  hearing  this  statement  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  %*.  Gardiner,  that  the  Incoming  Board  be  given  instructions 
to  provide  the  necessary  machinery  to  permit  the  Juniors  to  affiliate  with 
the  C.C.Y.M.    Seconded  by  "r.  Bone  and  carried. 

On  point  of  order  Mr.  Fearnehough  stated  that  owing  to  there 
being  two  amendments  the  deleg-  tes  had  not  been  sure  which  amendment  they 
were  voting  on.    *he  chairman  said  he    did  not  think  the  point  well  taken. 

U.F.A.  AND  POLITICAL  ACTION  (Board  of  Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  13 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  was  originally  organized  to  deal  with  all 
phases  of  agriculture  touching  the  life  of  the  farmer,  and 

Whereas,  specialization  in  industrial  development  has  led  to 
grain  podkfc  dairy  pools,  live,  tock  pools,  egg  and  iDOultry  pools,  v/ool 
growers  association-,  etc.,  thus  draining  the  ranks  of  the  original 
organization  and  in  some  cases  causing  competition  as  between  pools,  and 

Whereas,  the  original  objective  of  the  U.F.A.  is  in  the  process 
of  being  achieved  in  these  specialized  groups,  and 

Whereas,  the  formation  of  the  C.C.F.  by  the  U.F.A.  and  kindred 
organizations  has  provided  an  avenue  offering  much  greater  opportunity 
for  progress  in  the  political  field,  and 

Whereas,  affiliation  with  any  political  organization  prevents 
the  fullest  development  of  commercial  activities; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  cease  all  direct 
political  activity  and  constitute  itself  a  provincial  rallying  point  for 
agricultural  organization. 

(covering  also  6,10,11,12,13,14,15,16  and  17  and  5  in  the  supplement) 
Moved  Mrs.  Dowdell  J.E.Orn. 

On  point  of  ofder  Mr.  Beatt  stated  that  resolution  No.  10 
was  an  affirmative  resolution  and  was  not  covered  by  resolution  13. 

Moved  Mr.  Beatt  that  we  sub  titute  10  for  18.    Seconded  by  Mr, 

Bone. 

The  motion  to  substitute  was  lost. 

Mrs.  H.E.Spencer  asked  that  resolution  No.  12  be  read.  Seconded 
and  carried.    Resolution  No.  12  was  read. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  Wood  that  we  strike  out  all  the  \vords 
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after  the  word  "that"  in  the  implementing  clause  and  substitute  "That 
this  convention  ask  our  Board  to  consider  carefully  all  methods  of  political 
action  possible  to  the  U.F.A.  and  present  to  the  next  Convention  a  resolution 
recommending  the  action  to  be  taken  politically  by  this  Association,  which 
will  be  to  the  best  interests  of  our  Association."  Seconded. 

A  great  deal  of  discussion  took  place.    Previous  question  moved 
by  Donald  MacLeod  and  seconded.  Carried. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Discussion  continued  on  the  original  motion,  until  6:00  when 
adjournment  was  taken. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING 
Mr.  Critchlow  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  critchlow  called  on  the  lxev.  ^.M.McMinn  of  MdDougall  United 
Church,  Edmonton,  to  speak  to  the  delegates  for  a  few  minutes.     Ahe  thanks 
and  appreciation  of  the  Convention  were  extended  to  Mr.  McMinn  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  talk. 

The  chairman  then  declared  Resolution  No.  18  open  for  discussion. 

Moved  B.S.Wallis  and  seconded,  that  the  implementing  clause 
of  Resolution  14  be  substituted  for  the  implementing  clause  of  Resolution 
18.  Lost. 

iVir.  Speakman,  Mr.  Beatt,  Mr.  Macklin  and  others  spoke  to  the 
resolution. 

At  9  o'clock  Mr,  Critchlow  called  on  ^r.  Garland    bo  introduce 
the  speaker  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  Garland  in  introducing  Rev.  Dr.  W.F.iVelloway  of  Knox  United 
Church,  Calgary,  touched  on  the  fact  that  Dr.  lvelloway's  ideals  and 
principles  were  much  on  the  same  lines  as  those  advocated  by  our 
Organization.    &e  spoke  of  Dp.  Kelloway!s  work  in  uttawa  before  he  came 
West  two  years  ago. 

Dr.  ^elloway  then  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  subject  "What  I 
Stand  For  and  What  I  Will  ^ot  Stand  For",    ^art  of  his  address  was 
broadcasted. 

The  appreciation  of  the  Convention  was  expressed  to  Dr.  Kelloway 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  address  by  the  prolonged  applause  of  the  delegates 
and  visitors.    Mr.  Garland  very  fittingly  thanked  the  speaker  for  his 
inspiring  and  splendid  address,  assuring  him  of  our  co-operation  and 
interest  in  the  work  he  is  doing. 

Convention  adjourned  at  10:30. 


THURSDAY  MORNING 


Mr.  Critchlow  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Macklin  continued  his  discussion  on  Resolution  No.  18. 
He  personally  wanted  to  continue  the  fight  for  the  continued  security 
of  the  farmer  on  his  f^rm  and  the  worker  in  his  home  irrespective  of  debts 
which  they  are  unable  to  meet. 

Moved  Macklin  that  Resolution  Nol  12  be  taken  as  the  policy  of 
the  Organization.  Seconded. 

Mr.  Gardiner  interrupted  the  convention  to  call  to  the  platform 
a  past  president  and  a  past  premier  of  the  Province,  Mr.  Herbert  Greenfield. 

Motion  to  substitute  resolution  No.  12  was  put  and  lost. 

Further  discussion  on  18. 

Mrs.  -Price  strongly  urged  that  the  organization  be  kept  intact 
to  carry  on  political  actities  when  necessary  and  desirable. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  there  be  added  another  clause  "A" 
"And  further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  central  office  and  the  constituency 
organizations  be  asked  to  turn  over  to  the  Provincial  C.C.F.  Council  such 
of  their  political  machinery  as  may  be  desirable  to  assist  in  the 
immediate  establishment  of  a  provincial  C.C.F." 

Mr.  Gardiner:    ^he  whole  thing  is  disclosed  by  this  amendment 
and  it  appears  the  purpose  of  this  amendment  is  that  the  U.F.A.  shall  be 
a  sort  of  milch  cow  for  the  political  organization  they  have  in  mind." 
Mr.  Gardiner  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  opposed  to  any  such  action,  and  that 
whatever  was  done  by  the  U.F.A.  must  be  done  as  an  organization  and  that 
it  must  become  responsible  for  its  action  and  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  permit  the  U.F.A.  to  be  used  for  political  purposes  by  an  organization 
over  which  we  have  no  control.    Mr.  Cardiner  again  made  a  plea  to  have  all 
action  deferred  until  such  time  as  the  locals  and  the  constituency 
organizations  would  have  had  sufficient  time  to  consider  the  matter  calmly 
and  quietly. 

A  delegate  moved  that  the  motion  be  tabled  but  the  chairman  said 
6hat  he  would  not  ac  ept  such  a  resolution  and  that  the  amendment  was  still 
under  discussion. 

A  delegate  moved  the  previous  question  which  was  put  and  carried. 

Motion  to  amend  was  then  put  and  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wood  that  the  deb  te  close  at  11: 45. Seconded. 

A  substitute  motion  that  the  discussion  close  at  1  minute  to  12, 
and  that  wach  speaker  be  given  two  minute", was  moved  but  there  was  no  secon- 
der. 


-15- 


Motion  to  close  debate  at  11.45  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Sutherland  made  a  strong  appeal  to  those  with  strong  views 
on  either  side  of  the  argument  to  not  force  the  issue  but  to  let  the 
natter  rest  until  there  had  been  time  for  proper  consideration  and  study  by 
all  concerned.    He  then  moved  that  the  whole  question  of  political 
activity  be  referred  back  to  the  U.F.A.  Board  for  presentation  to  the 
locals  and  constituency  associations  for  study  during  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  Irvine  stated  the  motion  was  entirely  out  of  order  in  which 
contention  he  was  supported  by  the  chair. 

The  vote  on  No  18  was  taken  and  lost  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Wager  asked  permission  to  read  a  letter  and  was  given  per- 
mission though  the  chairman  said  it  was  an  unusual  procedure.    Mr.  Wager 
endeavoured  to  bring  a  motion  before  the  house  but  it  was  ruled  all 
motions  must  be  referred  to  the  Qrier  cf  Business  Committee. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT*    Messrs.  Gardiner,  Speakman,  Sutherland  (withdrew) 
Garland  (withdrew)  McCool(not  present  but  later  withdrew)  Spencer  (withdrew) 
Irvine  (later  withdrew)  Priestley  (withdrew) . 

^oved  that  nominations  close.  Carried. 

Meeting  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

NOMINEES  FOR  PRESIDENT.  Robt    Gardiner  and  Alfred  Speakman  nominees  for 
president  were  asked  to  address  the  delegates.    Mr.  Gardiner  came  to 
the  platform  and  thanked  the  delegates  for  thehonor  conferred  upon  him. 
He  stated  that  as  he  was  not  now  representing  Acadia  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  would  have  all  his  time  to  devote  to  U.F.A.  work  if  the 
delegates  so  desired  him. 

Agreed  that  we  proceed  with  other  business  until  Mr.  Spaceman  is 

present. 

DISBANDING  OF  CONSTITUENCY  ASSOCIATIONS  (Horse  Hills  Local  )  No.  13. 

Whereas,  the  past  ye  r  has  witnessed  the  defeat  of  all 
U.F.A.  candidates  and  a  reconsideration  of our  position  in  respect  to 
political  action  is  necessary  at  this  time,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  demand  for  the  U.F.A.  to  withdraw  from 
politics  as  an  organization; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  the  federal  U.F.A.  Con- 
stituency Associations  disband  and  the  members  be  encouraged  to  join 
C.C.F.  clubs  for  political  action  in  the  federal  field. 
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Moved.  seconder. 

DISCIPLINARY  MEASURES  FOR  PROVINCIAL  AND  FEDERAL  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
(Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.Aj  No.  20 

Resolved,  that  all  Provincial  and  Federal  Members  elected  as  U.F.A. 
representatives  be  considered  directly  responsible  tc  the  organization  as  a 
whole  and  that  disciplinary  measures  be  instituted  which  can  be  used  when 
any  member  disregards  the  clear  will  of  the  organization. 

Moved  Young,  Baylor. 

As  Mp.  Speakman  was  now  in  the  hall  he  was  asked  to  address  the 
delegates.    Thanked  them  for  nominating  him  and  promised  to  do  his  best  for 
the  Organic- tion  whether  elected  or  not. 

"ALLOT  FOE  PRESIDENT  taken. 

DISCIPLINARY  MEASURES  (no.  20) .    Discussion  on  resolution  No.  20  was  res- 
umed. 

Moved  Mr.  Mitchell  and  seconded,  that  the  resolution  be  tabled. 

Carried. 

CO-OPERATION  BETWEEN  C.C.F.  AND  COMMUNIST  PARTY( Hill side  Local  U.F.A.)  No. 8 
Whereas,  the  objectives  of  the  C.C.  F.  and  the  Communist  Party  are 
very  largely  the  same,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  essential  both  for  our  own  protection  and  for  the 
sake  of  progress  that  the  greatest  possible  unity  of  the  common  people  be 
achieved; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
bring  about  the  closest  possible  co-opera  ion  between  the  C.C.F.  and  the 
Communist  Party  in  order  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  common  people. 

Moved  ^rs.  Do-dell,  seconded  Mr.  Orn.    After  discussion  the 
fesolution  was  lost  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  LABOR  MEWS  AND  UNITED  FARMER  (Battle  River  Federal  C.A.)No.9 

Whereas,  it  is  of  real  importance  to  develop  a  greater  press  to 
put  out  an  impartial  viewpoint  on  economic  and  political  issues,  and 

Whereas,  we  have  today  the  United  Farmer  and  the  Labor  News,  both 
with  a  limited  circulation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  fullest  consideration 
be  given  to  ways  and  means  of  putting  out  a  joint  paper  to  cover  the  field 
now  filled  by  the  above  mentioned  papers. 

Moved  Ikr.  Beatt  that  this  resolution  be  taken  from  the  table. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  subsctitute  the  words  "Peoples  Weekly"  for 
the  words  "^abor  ^ev;s" .     Seconded  and  carried. 
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Moved  in  amendment  bj  Mr.  Mitchell,  that  the  words  "to  cover  the 
field  now  filled  by  the  above  mentioned  papers"  be  struck  eut  and  the 
folloving  substituted  "and  any  other  paper  that  may  be  furthering  C.C.F. 
views" . 

Seconded  by  ^r.  Orn. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT.  Business  was  suspended  at  this  time  for  the  report 
of  the  Credential  Committee,    ^r.  Young , reported  Mp.  Gardiner  had  been 
elected.  287  ballots  had  been  cast  ancTthrSe  were  apo^a.  Applause. 

Mr.  Speakman  rose  to  his  feet  to  make  this  choice  unanimous. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.     The  following  were  nominated:  Messts. 
Garland,  Priestley,  Speakman,  Henry  Spencer,  Andrew  Wood,  J.K. 
Sutherland,  M.H.  Ward,  and  I.V.Macklin.    All  withdrew  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Priestley  who  was  declared  elected  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Priestley  addressed  the  delegates  and  thanked  them  for 
their  confidence  in  him. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  LABOR  NEWS  AND  UNITED  FARMER,  no. 9    Discussion  was 
resumed  on  Resolution  No.  9. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  second  whereas. 

Moved  Garland,  Cates,  that  No.  6  in  the  supplement  be  taken 
as  a  substitute  motion. 

Motion  to  substitute  carried. 

POWERS  OF  BOARD  (Board  Resolution)  No.  S 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  be  given  full  powers  to  deal 
with  the  United  Farmer  in  any  way  that  may  be  desirable,  necessary  or  in 
the  interest  of  the  Organization  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  ^itken  spoke  at  some  length  to  the  resolution  stating  that 
he  thought  the  money  spent  in  organization  work  and  on  the  newspaper  could 
be  spent  to  much  bore  advantage  if  used  for  radio  work  and  local  meetings 
were  dramatized,  etc. 

Mr.  Priestley  also  spoke  urging  the  delegates  to  give  their 
support  to  the  paper  and  the  need  for  increased  circulation. 

Substitute  motion  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Suggested  that  Mr.  Hal sail  of  Killam  should  address 
the  convention  for  twenty  minutes  to  be  followed  by  resolution  No.  8  and 
that  Mr.  Matt  Shaw  be  allowed  five  minutes  to  address  the  delegates, 
after  which  a  resolution  dealing  with  relief  camps  would  be  introduced. 
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MR.  HALSALL,  %r.  Alberta  Co-operative    Wholesale  addressed  the  delegates 
on  the  Rochdale  system.    &t  the  close  of  his  add-  ess  he  answered  various 
questions. 

AFFILIATION  WITH  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  OF  CANADA  (Sedgewick  Local  U.F.A.)  No. 8 

Whereas,  the  U.F1A.  in  accordance  vdth  its  declaration  of  principles 
co-operates  vdth  other  political  parties,  groups  or  individuals  in  the 
interests  of  desirable  legislation,  and 

Whereas,  its  business  as  at  present  transacted  is  not  fully  co- 
operative, and 

Whereas,  co-op:-rative  societies  founded  on  Rochdale  principles 
have  made  consistent  progress  and  have  increased  in  numbers  in  many 
countries,  throughout  this  prolonged  depression,  and 

Whereas,  this  notable  success  of  genuine  economic  co-operaticn 
during  such  times  is  proof  positive  of  the  value  of  the  philosophy  upon 
which  it  is  based; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  II. F.  A.  in  business  Bndeavour 
to  join  forces  vdth  other  cp-operative  societies  in  the  province  and  to 
so  revise  the  constitution  and  bylaws  as  to  admit  of  affiliation  vdth  the 
Co-operative  Union  of  Canada. 

Resolution  taken  from  the  table. 

During  the  discussion  vice-president  advised  that  Mr.  Keen,  sec- 
retary of  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada  had  advised  him  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  the  U.F.A.  tc  affiliate  with  the  Co-operative  Union. 

Mr.  Garland  took  the  chair. 

Moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  deleting  the  words  between 
"endeavor"  and  "affiliation"  in  the  implementing  clause  and  the  following 
substituted  "further  investigate  the  feasibility  of  co-operating." 

Seconded  by  ^r.  Cameron.  Carried. 

Motion  as  amended,  carried. 

MR.  MATT  SHAW  brought  greetings  from  the  Relief  Camp  Brkers  Union.  He 
described  conditions  existing  in  the  relief  camps  and  urged  the  U.F.A..  to 
give  them  their  support. 

P.EGINA  TREKKER5  STRIKE.    No.  58    Whereas,  a  result  of  the  concentration 
of  young  men  in  relief  camps,  the  stateaiKjii  of  hopelessness  and  despair 
facing  them,  together  vdth  the  natural  virility  and  aspirations  of  youth 
is  organized  protest  against  these  intolerable  conditions,  and 

Whereas,  violence  is  frequently  the  outcome  of  this  protest,  those 
involved,  often  being  mere  victims  of  the  economic  system; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  sympathy  with  the 
duffering  of  the  young  men  implicated  in  the  Regina  Trekkers'  Stike  and 
respectfully  ask  the  authorities  to  give  their  consideration  and  devote  their 
energies  toward  rectifying  the  system  that  is  the  real  cause  of  the  trouble. 

Moved  Johansen,  Beatt. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr. Sutherland,  to  add  an  additional  cluase  as 
follows:  "And  further  that  we  reaffirm  the  position  we  have  taken  in  the 
past  asking  for  the  repeal  of  Section  98  of  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada." 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIAL  COMMIT  EE.  Mr.  YCUng  reported  on  behalf  of  the  Creden- 
tials Committee  as  follows: 

There  are  205  U.F.A.  delegates  registered 
73  U.F.W.A.  " 
4  Junior  " 
280 

^our  Credentials  Committee  recommend  that  the  Pool  rate  be  set  at 

fl2.00. 

Mr.  ^oung  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report.    Seconded  and  carried. 

REFUNDING  GASOLINE  TAX  (Beddington  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  42 

Resolved,  that  owing  to  the  need  of  lower  costs  of  producing 
farm  products,  especially  grain,  we  ask  the  Alberta  Government  to  continue 
the  rebf-te  on  fuel  oil  for  tractors. 

Moved  Heath,  Antom-on  and  carried. 

DDflgHG  LIGHTS  (Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A.)  No.  58 

Be  it  resolved,  in  the  interest  of  safety,  that  we  petititbn 
the  Government  to  enact  legislation  making  it  compulsory  for  all  approach- 
ing cars  on  the  public  roads  of  Alberta  to  dim  their  lights,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  all  motor  vehicles,  old  or  new,  be 
compelled  to  have  a  proper  mechanical  device  for  dimming  lights  installed. 

Moved.     Seconded  by  ^r.  Roose  and  carried. 

LIGHTING  OF  VEHICLES  ON  HIGH'.  AYS  (Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A.)  No.  39. 

Resolved,  that  upon  procuring  a  motor  car  license,  licensee 
be  given  a  copy  of  the  Act  re  lighting  of  all  vehicles  on  highways  and  that 
conspicuous  notice  of  such  be  posted  in  all  postoffices  and  published  in 
local  papers  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  drive  horses. 

Moved.    Seconded  by  Geo.  Wall  and  carried. 
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DAIT  OF  MOTOR  CAP  LICENSE  (Hillside  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  11 

Whereas,  the  provincial  Government  has  announced  that  the  motor 
license  year  will  be  changed  to  end  on  April  1st,  and 

Whereas,  in  Alberta  there  are  thousands  of  motorists  who  cannot  use 
their  cars  during  January,  February  and  March,  but  who  under  the  new 
regulations  will  have  to  pay  full  year's  license; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government 
to  reconsider  the  change  of  motor  license  year,  belie/ving  it  to  be  a 
positive  discrimination  against  a  large  body  of  Alberta  car  owners  who  live 
away  from  main  highways. 

Moved" Mr.  Orn  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  words  "or  make  some  other  arrangements 
whereby  car  owners  who  can  only  use  their  cars  part  of  the  year  be  given  an 
allowance  when  buying  their  license,"  be  inserted  after  the  word  "year" 
in  the  second  last  line. 

Amendment  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.    Convention  adjourned  at  5:30  for  the  election  of 
directors . 

THURSDAY  EVENING 


From  7:25  to  7:55  a  program  v;as  given  by  the  Romany  Gypsies  and 
was  much  enjoyed. 

At  7:55  Rev.  Dr.  Osborne  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  addressed 
the  delegates. 

CO-OPERATION  IN  SCANDINAVIA.    Mr.  Donald  Cameron,  Agricultural  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  Extension    spoke  to  the  delegates  on  Co-operation  in 
Scandinavia  and  was  very  well  received. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATES.    The  following  fraternal  delegates  were  present: 

United  Farmers  of  Canada  (S.S.)  Mrs.  McNeill 

Canadian  ^abor  Party  Elmer  ^oper 

Alta.  Federation  of  Labor  Brother  Alfred.  Farmilo 

United  Grain  Growers  ft. S. Law 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Lew  Hutchinson 

Farmers  Unity  ^eague  Mr.  Wiggins 

Wires  and  letters  of  greeting  were  read  from  the  United  Farmers  of  Ontario, 
United  Farmers  of  Manitoba  and  United  Farmers  of  Cauda  (S.s.) 
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ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.  The  chairman  advised  that  the  following  directors 
had  been  elected: 


Acadia 
Athabasca 
Battle  River 
Boy;  River 

East  &  West  Calgary 
Camro:  e 

Esst  &  West  Edmonton 

Jasper  Edson 

Lethbridge 

Macleod 

Medicine  Hat 

Peace  River 

Red  Deer 

Vegreville 

Wetaskiwin 


U.F.A.      J.K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 
U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  Mary  Banner  Endiang 


U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 

U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 


P.S.  Beatt,  Westlock 

Mrs.  Geo.  Dief f enbaugh,  Westlock 

H.E.Spencer,  Edgerton 


Frank  Redmond,  Edgerton 
E. Church,  Balzac 
Frank  Fulton,  Indus 


^rs. 
Qeo. 

Mrs. 

Alex  Paul,  Blackie 
Mrs.  F.E.Wyman,  Cal| 
J.E.Ero?m,  Car  tor 
Mrs.  J.L.  Zipperer,  Lougheed 
Jas.  Bentley,  Box  781  N.  Edmonton 
Mrs.  Angus  Baker,  Edmonton 


rary 


U.F.A.  Hugh  Critchlow,  Edmonton 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  ^owe,  St.  Albert 

U,F.A.  W.W.Scott,  Jron  Springs 
U.F. W.A.Mrs.  Anne  Peters,  Lethbridge 

U.F.A.  M.H.  Ward,  ^rrowwood 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  R.E>cBride,  Arrowwood 

U.F.A.  J.M.  Wheatley,  Chancellor 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.   Carl    Anderson,  Scandia 

U.F.A.  I.V.Macklin,  Grande  Prairie 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  C.Stong,  Fairview 

U.F.A.  R.Pye,  Pdaold 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  J.B.  Learned,  Red  Deer 

U.F.A.  R.Hennig,  Fort  Sask. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  A.McNaughton,  Ranfurly 

U.F.A.  H.E. Heath,  Lacombe 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  Ray  Carter,  Ponoka 


DEATH  OF  GEORGE  CHIPMAN.    Moved  Priestley,  Smith,  that  this  Convention 
express  its  deepest  sympathy  with  Mrs.  George  Chipman  and  family  in 
their  recent  bereavement;  and  its  sense  of  the  debt  of  our  movement  to 
the  late  Mr.  Chipman  for  the  great  cervices  which  he  rendered  to  the 
movement  in  an  active  journalistic  career;  and  his  great  contribution  to 
development  of  Western  fruit  growing  and  horticulture. 


Carried . 


FRIDAY  MORNING 


Mr.  Garland  in  the  chair. 


PUBLIC  OWNERSHIP  (Board  Resolution)  No.  15 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  has  constantly  advocated  the  principle  of 
public  ownership  and  co-cperation,  and 
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Whereas,  we  have  in  this  province  in  our  telephone  system  a 
demonstration  of  both  of  those  principles  which  are  under  recent  dev- 
elopments of  1934-35,  giving  the  people  of  this  province  efficient  service 
at  a  minimum  of  cost,  and 

Whereas,  in  our  isolated  farm  homes  telephone  service  is  a 
necessity,  and 

Whereas,  there  have  been  rumors  in  the  public  press  to  the 
effect  that  the  present  Provincial  Government  is  not  averse  to  turning 
over  this  utility  to  private  ownership; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  protest  most 
emphatically  against  any  transfer  of  this  valuable  utility  to  private 
ownership  or  control,  but  instead  that  the  principles  of  public  ownership  and 
co-operation  in  this  regard  be  encouraged  and  increased,  and  to  this  end  we  as. 
ask  that  the  assistance  now  given  to  local  co-  perative  associations  be 
continued  and  every  encouragement  given  them. 

Moved  Taylor,  ^oyer. 

Moved  in  amendment  ¥r«  Feamehough,  that  the  word  "ownership" 
be  changed  to  "corporation" .     SeConded  by  Mr.  Heath. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried  unanimously. 

RETENTION  OF  PUBLIC  UTILITIES  (Lethbridge  Federal  C.A.)  No.  52. 

Whereas,  there  has  been  some  talk  by  the  present  government  of 
selling  some  of  our  natural  resources  and  one  of  our  utilities; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  urge  the 
Government  not  to  dispose  of  any  of  them. 

Moved  Johansen,  Sutherland.  Carried. 

TELEPHONE  DISCOUNT  (Beddington  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  43. 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Alberta  Government  to  give  the  rural 
telephone  subscribers  the  same  discount  as  at  present  in  effect. 

(^imilar  resolution  from  Conrich  U.F.A.) 

Moved  Evans,  Wall  and  carried. 

STATE  MEDICINE    (Big  Valley  to  Drumheller  D.A.)    N0.  44. 

Whereas,  at  this  time  on  account  of  hard  times  a  great  many 
people  are  practically  destitute  and  unable  to  provide  for  themselves  much 
needed  care,  and 


Whereas,  many  medical  men  are  now  falling  in  line  with  the  popular 
demand  for  State  Medicine,  and 

hereas,  trial  units  may  be  put  into  operation  in  the  Province; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  demanding  that  if 
and  when  the  Government  of  Alberta  institute  state  medicine  in  whole  or 
in  part,  the  patient's  right  over  his  own  body  may  be  safeguarded  by 
giving  him  the  right  to  choose  his  own  physician. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Fearnehough  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  ^r.  Beatt,  that  the  words  "in  the  area  under 
agreement"  be  added  after  the  v/ord  "physician".    Seconded  Mr.  Moyer. 

Amendment  carried. 

^oved  as  a  sub-amendment  that  we  substitute  the  words  "state 
health  insurance"  for  the  words  "state  medfcine^  where  they  occur  in  the 
resolution. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Johansen. 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  that  we  go  on  record  as  favoring  this  resolution  and  when 
the  time  is  opportune  this  resolution  be  presented  to  the  Government.  Carrid 

HIGHWAY  SYSTEM  (Lakeside  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  40.    Resolved,  that  the 
Provincial  Highways  Department  endeavor  to  have  all  highways  follow  the 
railways  as  much  as  possible  wherever  new  work  is  contemplated  and  also 
to  have  said  highways  on  the  south  or  east  of  said  railway  for  protection 
against  snow. 

Moved  ^r.  Young.    Seconded  and  carried. 

LOSSES  THROUGH  GAME  BIRDS  (Kerndale  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  47. 

Whereas,  we,  the  farmers  north  of  the  *eace  are  subject  to 
heavy  losses  every  year  through  game  birds,  particularly  ducks; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  some  compensation  be  devised  by 
the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Government  where  the  loss/es  to  the  crop 
amount  to  25  per  cent  or  more. 

Moved.    Seconded  by  Beatt. 

The  mover  of  the  resolution  vas  asked  to  withdraw  same  and  substitute 
Resolution  35.    &e  did  not  consent.    Resolution  was  lost. 

STATEMENTS  OF  PREMIER  ABERHART  (Board  Resolution)  covering  also  13  and 
resolution  from  Calgary  Local. 

Whereas,  considerable  concern  has  been  caused  to  the  people  of 
Alberta  by  press  and  radio  statements  made  by  the  Premier  and  some  of  his 
supporters  with  reference  to  a  "mess"  or  "muck"  in  the  financial  affairs 
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of  the  Province,  found  by  the  present  government  on  assuming  office,  and 

Whereas,  these  reiterated  statements  are  a  reflection  on 
the  hopesty  and  integrity  of  those  who  held  office  in  the  late  govern- 
ment, and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Magor  of  Montreal  has  been  retained  to  make 
an  exhaustive  enquiry  into  the  finances  of  the  Province  and  presumably 
his  findings  are  Mr.  Aberhart' s  authority  for  his  statements,  but  no  specific 
evidence  or  fact  has  been  made  public  to  either  define  or  substantiate  these 
charges; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  interest  of  common 
justice,  honesty  and  ftir  play  we  challenge  Mr.  Aberhart  either  to 
produce  detailed  and  specific  instances  and  fi.cts  tc  the  public  of  any 
or  every  case  of  "muck"  or  "ne.^"  which  he  has  found  or  can  find  or 
wherein  the  public  accounts  available  to  the  phblic  did  not  show  the  true 
position  of  the  Province's  financial  affairs  or  apologize  for  having  made 
his  statements. 

Moved,  Johansen,  seconded  Levi  Bone. 

Moved  Mr.  ^oad  that  we  take  a  standing  vote  on  this 
resolution.    No  seconder. 

Resolution  carried. 

Mr.  Wall  suggested  that  Mr.  Aberhart  should  be  asked  to 
come  to  the  convention  and  substantiate  his  statement s  or  give  an  apology. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS;      Order  of  Business  Committee  reported  that  there  were 
only  20  resolutions  tc  be  dealt  with  and  that  business  would  be  finished 
in  the  afternoon. 

After  hearing  this  report  it  was  moved,  seconded,  and 
carried  that  we  have  a  social  and  dance  on  Friday  evening. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEES  (Heat her down  Local  531)  No.  4. 

Resolved,  that  the  membership  fees  in  the  U.F.A.  be  reduced 
to  $1.00  per  member  owing  to  adverse  crop  conditions. 

(Similar  resolution  from  Atlanta  and.  Conrich  U.F.A.  Locals) 

Moved  H.E.Spencer  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  "eath,  Johansen,  that  the  words  after 
the  word  "U.F.A."  be  struck  out  and  the  following  substituted  "increased 
to  $2.50  per  annum." 
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Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mover,  that  the  due?  be  $2.00. 

After  lengthy  discussion  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Amendment  was  lost. 

Moved  Macklin  to  add  the  words  "and  the  board  be  given 
authority  to  separate  dues  and  subscription  if  they  find  this  desirable." 
Seconded. 

Chairman  stated  that  this  was  not  in  order  ordng  to  the 
resolution  passed  the  previous  day  giving  the  board  full  authority  to 
deal  with  the  paper. 

Previous  question  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

The  original  motion  was  lost  only  one  delegate  voting 

for  it. 

POINT  OF  PRIVILEGE.    On  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Fearnehough    asked  that  the 
U.F.A.  extend  an  invitation  to  the  C.C.F.  Clubs  to  attend  the  dance.  Agreed 
thet  announcement  to  this  effect  be  put  over  the  air  at  noon. 

Moved  Geo.  Wall,  that  Mr.  Aberhart  be  asked  to  attend 
this  convention  this  afternoon  and  substantiate  his  statements-  or  else 
apologize. 

The  chairman  advised  that  this  resolution  should  be 
passed  on  to  the  Order  of  Business  Committee. 

Convention  adjourned. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 

MEMBERSHIP  FEE  (Junior  Conference)  No.  5. 

Whereas,  at  the  last  U.F.A.  Annual  Convention  the 
membership  to  Central  Office  for  every  member  over  21  years  of  age  was  set 
at  ^1.50  per  year,  and 

Whereas,  the  members  of  a  junior  local  over  21  years  of  age 
find  it  a  hardship  to  pay  this  required  membership  fee  to  Central  Office; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  Junior  fees  to  Central 
Office  for  members  over  21  years  of  age  should  not  exceed  one  dollar. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Lost. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT ( Board  Jasper  Edson  Federal  C.A.)  No.  1 
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Resolved,  that  representation  to  nominating  convention  be 
conditioned  upon  the  records  at  Central  Office  60  days  prior  to  the 
nominating  convention. 

Moved  Cates  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  Mover,  that  the  word  "sixty"  be 
deleted  and  "thirty"  be  substituted  therefor*  Seconded. 

Amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  ^eo  Bevington  that  the  time  limit  be 
struck  out  of  the  resolution.    Amendment  declared  not  in  order. 

Original  motion  carried. 

C0?TULS0I-Y  HAIL  riSUF.AHCE  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  35. 

Whereas,  during  the  last  few;  ears  there  have  been 
many  farmers  hailed  out,  and 

Whereas,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  grain  farmers  have 
been  unable  to  carry  insurance,  and 

Whereas,  a  compulsory  insurance  based  on  acreage  is 

unsatisfactoryj 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial 
Government  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  a  compulsory  hail  insurance 
policy,  the  assessment  being  on  a  bushelage  basis. 

(Similar  resolution  from  Conrich  U.^.A.  Local) 

Moved  dohansen  that  Resolution  Ho,  35  be  now  dealt  with. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  Cameron,  that  we  strike  out  the 
third  "Whereas,"  and  charge  the  implementing  clause  to  read  "That  the 
Government  investigate  the  feasibility  of  a  co-operative  hail  insurance  scheme 
whereby  the  Government  would  make  such  contributions  as  might  be  necessary 
to  provide  a  guaranteed  rate  based  on  the  average  loss  to  anyone  district 
in  anyone  years."  Seconded. 

Amendment  tc  the  amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  preamble  be 
stxruck  out  and  the  resolution  read  "Resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial 
Government  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  comuplsory  crop  insurance  policy, 
the  assessment  being  on  a  bushelage  and  gra^e  basis." 

Seconded.    Amendment  to  the  amendment  lost. 

Amendment  lost. 

Resolution  lost. 


POINT  OF  PRIVILEGE.    Mr.  Garland  on  point  of  privilege  drew  attention  to 
report  appearing  in  the  Cal^thry  Albertan  to  the  effect  that  he  and  Mr. 
McPherson  were  against  the  repeal  of  Section  98  of  the  Criminal  Code.  Mr. 
Garland  stated  that  he  had  taken  this  matter  up  with  the  reported  who 
advised  him  this  was  just  a  case  of  transposition  of  his  notes  and 
correction  -ould  be  made  in  the  next  issue  of  the  paper. 

WHEAT  BOARD  (Cereal  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  49  (covering  17  in  bun.) 

Whereas,  the  Western  Farmer  has  for  years  been  compelled 
to  sell  what  under  cost  of  production; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment to  pass  legislation  forming  a  compulsor"   Wheat  Board,  and  that  a 
minimum  price  be  fixed,  based  on  cost  of  production  plus  a  reasonable 
profit,  and 


character. 


Be  it  further  resolved,  that  said  Board  be  permanent  in 


Moved  and  seconded. 


Moved  Fearnehough,  Beatt,  to  strike  out  the  words  "with 
a  minimum  price"  and  substitute  therefore  "and  that  a  minimum  price  be 
fixed  based  on  cost  of  production  plus  a  reasonable  profit,  and" 

I^oved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  words  after 
^production"  be  struck  out  and  that  the  clase  "based  on  the  cost  of 
production"  be  left. 

Secon  ded  by  Mr.  Rye. 

Sub-amendment  was  lost. 

Amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  Sutherland,  as  an  addition  clause 
BS  it  further  resolved,  that  organized  f-gri culture  be  adequately  represented 
on  such  a  Board."  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

POINT  OF  PRIVILEGE,    for.  Lew  Hutchir son  asked  if  he  might  have  the  privilege 
of  the  floor  to  correct  a  statement  that  had  been  made  last  night  in  regard 
to  his  remarks  as  fraternal  delegate.    Agreed  that  he  be  given  this  privilege 
when  resolution  49  had  been  dealt  with. 

Previous  question  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

A 

MR.  HUTCHINSON  came  to  the  platform  and  made  a  statment  in  regarW  to  Mr. 
Lav;  s  remarks  of  the  previous  evening. 
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PHEAT  BOARD  (Lakeside  Local  U.S.A. )  No.  43 

Resolved,  that  the  Wheat  Board  handle  coarse  grains  as 
well  as  wheat  with  a  minimum  price. 

Move^  Mr.  Macklin  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  word  "minimum"  and 
substitute  word  "maximum",    ^o  seconder. 

Resolution  carried. 

PEGGED  PRICE  OF  '.'HEAT  (Lethbrid^e  Federal  C.A.)  N0.  50 

Whereas,  the  price  of  wheat  was  pegged  at  87  cents,  and 

Whereas,  this  does  not  meet  the  cost  of  production  to 

the  producers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention  the  price  of  wheat  should  be  pegged  at  one  dollar  per  bushel. 

Moved  Mr.  Scott  and.  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  Spencer,  to  add  the  words  "for  No.l 
at  £sri  Fort  William".    Seconded  by  kr.  Mitchell. 

Amendment  carried. 

Mr.  Hennig  moved  that  resolution  no.  50  be  tabled.  Seconded 

and  carried. 

1950  POOL  PAYMENT  (Glevennah  L0Cal)  No.  61 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  has  definitely  promised  the 
growers  who  contributed  wheat  to  the  1930  pool,  that  a  further  payment 
would  be  made  to  them  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  their  wheat  was  held 
to  assist  in  stabilizing  the  orice  for  all  growers,  and 

Whereas,  this  payment  is  urgently  needed  by  all  farriers 
and  business  people  on  account  of  crop  disaster  in  Western  Carsdaj 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  government  to 
complete  the  payment  immediately  so  as  to  enable  the  farmer,?  to  finance  spring 
operations . 

Moved  Mr>  Frey  and  seconded.    Carried  unanimously. 

TAX  CONSOLIDATION  ACT  (Pembina  Prov.  C.A.)  NQ,  27. 

Whereas,  the  present  Tax  Consolidation  Act  makes  it 
imperative  that  all  the  current  tax  and  a  certain  percentage  of  the  arrears 
be  paid  up  in  full  each  and  every  year,  and  if  not  so  paid  the  consolida- 
tion lapses  and  the  land  becomes  subject  to  tax  sale,  and 
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V.'hereas,  the  crop  conditions  of  northern  Alberta  makes  it 
impossible  to  pay  current  taxes,  much  less  arrears; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  so  amend  the  Tax  Consolidation  Act  so  as  to  include 
current  taxes  in  any  extension  of  consolidated  arrears. 

(Similar  resolution  from  Atlanta  U.F.A.  "ocal) 

Moved  Mr.  Beatt  and  seconded.  Carried. 

COMMISSION  TO  INVESTIGATE  TAXATION  AND  RELIEF  (Pembina  ^rov.C.A.)  No.  29 
(also  covering  no.  28) 

Whereas,  the  urban  centres  are  constantly  claiming  that  they 
are  carrying  the  heaviest  burden  of  taxation  in  the  province,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  the  reverse  to  be  the  case; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Government  be 
requested  to  appoint  a  commission  to  hold  an  investigation  into  economic 
conditions  including  earning  capacity  and  living  conditions  of  urban  and 
rural  people  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  whether  the  tax  burden  is 
equitably  distributed,  and 

Further  whether  the  relief  sole  paid  to  farmer;-  is  not 
very  much  under  the  rcale  paid  in  cities. 

woved  Beatt  and  seconded. 

Moved  Moyer  that  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution  be 
deleted.  Seconded. 

Moved  by  Hugh  Allen  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  and 
that  the  delegates  secure  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  appointed 
to  investigate  this  matter  last  year. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Hennig  and  carried. 

TAX  ON  SECURITIES  (Edmonton  Local  U.F.A.)  N0.  14 

Resolved,  that  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
levy  a  tax  by  assessment  upon  all  securities,  such  as  bonds,  mortgages, 
or  other  registered  securities  which  bear  an  interest  rate;  the  tax  so 
levied  to  be  not  less  than  50%  of  the  interest  increment.    Securities  bearing 
rates  of  intere:  t  in  excess  of  &f>  should  be  taxed  at  a  progressively  higher 
rate. 

Moved  by  Geo.  Bevington.    Seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

PEACE  (Macleod  U.F.W.A.  Constituency  Conference)  No.  6. 

Whereas,  we  view  with  great  seriousness  the  undiminished 

threat  of  war,  and 
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Whereas,  we  believe  that  such  a  method  of  attempting  to 
settle  international  disputes  is  both  barbarous  and  futile,  that  war  is 
deep-rooted  in  economic  maladjustment  and  the  lure  offered  to  human  greed 
in  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  war  materials j 

Therefore  we  demand  that  our  government  give  a  guarantee 
"b  its  citizens  that  in  the  event  of  pledging  itself  to  future  war, 
there  shall  be  complete  and  effective  conscription  of  wealth  for  national 
uses  before  there  shall  be  any  conscription  of  manhocrfc 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Government  of  Canada 
sha}.l  be  committed  to  the  policy  of  removing  entirely  from  private  and 
corporative  control,  the  production  and  distribution  of  the  equipment 
necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  warfare  and  that  our  representatives  are 
requested  tc  support  this  policy  for  all  people  through  the  League  of 
Nations. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

FAR!."  E'OEK  AND  RELIEF  (Secgewick  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  30. 

Whereas,  the  relief  situation  in  this  province  is  rapidly 
developing  into  a  serious  problem,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  many  bona  fide  farm  workers  who  are 
willing  to  accept  positions,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  many  other  men  who  are  not  anxious 
to  work  and  who  make  it  their  business  to  prevent  others  from  working 
and  who  frequently  accept  jobs  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  clothing  allowance  and  then  quite  imm.edia.tely; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Relief  Department 
compel  all  applicants  for  farm  work  to  produce  a  certificate  from 
the  Municipal  District  in  which  they  have  resided  and  that  the  Municipal 
District  pay  one  third  of  the  cost  of  relief  bo  that  no  certificate 
will  be  issued  except  to  bona  fide  farm  workers,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  a  special  portion  of  the 
day  be  allotted  to  these  men  by  the  Employment  Bureau  when  making 
application  for  work  and  no  others  be  allowed  in  the  Employment 
Office  during  these  hours  set  aside  for  bona  fide  farm  workers. 

No  mover. 

SOLDIER  SETTLERS  (Vets  Section)  No.  63. 

Whereas,  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  those  who 
served  their  country  in  the  Great  War  are,  in  varying  degrees,  prematurely 
aged,  and  therefore  under  a  handicap  in  competition  with  their  fellowmen; 


i 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  re-affirm 
the  stand  on  the  question  and  urges  the  Dominion  Government  to  take 
Jjcnediate  action  on  the  following  proposals; 

(1)  That  all  loans  to  soldier  settlers  be  non-interert  bearing. 

(?)  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  soldier  settler,  clear  title  be 
given  to  his  widow  and  or  his  dependents. 

(3)  That  the  dollar  for  dollar  repayment  policy  due  to  expire  on  March 
31st,  1936,  be  considerably  extended. 

Moved  Mr.  Feernehough,  Levi  Bone.  Carried. 

On  behalf  of  the  returned  men  Mr.  Heath  thanked  the 
convention  for  their  sympathy  in  returned  men's  problems. 

Mr.  Gardiner  took  the  chair. 

C.C.F.  CLUBS  (Resolution  Committee)  Hq,  62. 

Whereas, this  Convention  has  gone  on  record  in  favor  of  the 
continuance  by  the  U.F.A.  of  all  its  activities,  and 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  is  a  constituent  part  of  fche  Co- 
operative Commonwealth  Federation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farjners  of 
Alberta  welcome  the  forming  of  C.C.F.  Clubs  among  the  people  of  towns 
and  villages  of  the  Province  as  means  of  bringing  about  effective 
co-operation  within  the  Federation  between  urban  and  rural  communities. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Lengthy  discussion  followed. 

Previous  question  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  carried  unanimously. 

CANCELLATION  OF  INTEREST  01!  F.vKEEf  RELIEF  DEBTS  RL  SEED  AND  FEED  GRAIN 
No.  56.  (.redraft  of  25) 

Vfliereas,  many  farmers  throughout  the  province,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  bur  because  of  successive  crop  failures,  have  been 
compelled  to  seek  relief  in  the  form  of  seed  grain  and  feed,  and 

Whereas,  the  farmers  were  compelled  to  give  security  to 
get  such  relief  and  are  today  being  harrassed  by  accounts  and  notices 
requesting  payment  and.  notification  that  interest  is'  now  being  added,  and 

Whereas,  in  many  parts  of  the  province  crops  were  ag^in  a 

failure,  and 
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Whereas,  the  recent  proposal  to  place  all  liability  for 
seed  and  feed  on  the  municipal  districts  constitutes  a  greater 
burden  than  they  can  bear; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  interest  charges 
on  these  advances  be  cancelled  and  that  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
Governments  assume  the  total  liability. 

Moved  Cameron,  Wager.  Carried. 

ST'T5f.'F"T  FROM  CO-OPERATIVE  OIL  DISTPIBUTING  CC:?AYY(Riverton  Local) No. 60 

Whereas,  the  Co-opera tive  Oil  Distributing  Company, 
commonly  known  as  the  ^il  Pool  was  started  by  a  committee  of  the  U.F.A., 
and 

Whereas,  many  of  our  members  invested  in  shares  of  said 

Company,  and 

Whereas,  the  said  Company  has  since  sold  all  holdings, 
stations  and  interests  to  a  private  concern; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  insist  on  a  full 
report  being  furnished  to  all  shareholders  giving  full  particulars  as 
to  all  transactions  re  transfer  and  a  full  financial  statement  also  being 
furnished  shareholders  and  that  such  a  statement  be  insisted  on,  even 
1to  the  extent  if  necessary  to  obtain  same,  of  asking  our  Provincial 
Government  to  hold  a  full  enquiry  into  said  transactions. 

Moved  Wood.  McDuf fy. 

After  discussion  the  resolution  "-as  carried. 

Mr.  Wood  took  the  chair. 

REDISTRIBUTION  No.  33  (Alexander  Prov.  C.A.). 

Whereas,  it  is  rapidly  becoming  common  knowledge  that 
partisan  government  by  its  very  makeup  cannot  solve  our  troubles; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  a  radical  redis- 
tribution which  will  not  only  give  us  representation  "pon  an  economic 
group  basis,  but  will  give  membership  at  large  to  all  important  minority 
groups  such  as  teachers,  the  medical  profession,  etc. 

HQ  seconder. 

CONFIDENCE  IN  U.F.A.(No.  7  sup.)  (Lethbridge  U.F.W.A.  Conference) 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  has  passed  through  a  serious  time 
during  the  past  year,  and 

Whereas,  our  locals  have  dwindled  somewhat  in  size  and 
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numbers,  but  our  ideal?  of  equality,  co-operrtion  and  social  justice 
remain  before  us  to  strive  for; 

We,  the  United  Farm  Women  in  convention  assembled,  do 
unanimously  express  our  confidence  in  our  organization,  The  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  and  our  appreciation  of  the  loyal  and  energetic 
efforts  of  our  Central  Executive. 

Moved  Mr.  Fearnehough.    Seconded  and  Carried. 

r~ '  ?  r-l\  P1  (Cl-  :  ':o-  Loc^  1  U.F.A.)  No.  86. 

Whereas,  the  majority  of  the  farmers  in  the  Mundare 
district  and  the  adjoining  district  suffered  a  severe  crop  failure 
on  account  of  early  frost; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  government  to 
loan  to  the  farmers  needing  seed,  all  the  seed  required  for  the  1936 
crop  on  the  basis  of  repayment  in  the  fall  of  bushel  for  bushel,  and 
grade  for  grade,  plus  interest  and  handling  charges,  providing  their 
crops  do  not  fail.    xn  the  event  of  crop  failure  the  government  be  asked 
to  assume  the  loss. 

Moved.    Seconded  by  Levi  Bone.  Carried. 

REVISION  BFANP  INSPECTION  LAW (Blackf  aids  L0CG1)  No.  45 

Whereas,  there  is  a  great  discrepancy  in  the  price  of 
hides  between  Calgary  and  country  points,  caused  by  the  difficulty  of 
shipping,  due  to  the  necessity  of  a  brand  certificate; 

Beit  resolved,  that  the  law  requiring  brand  inspection 
of  hides  before  shipment  be  repealed. 

Moved  and  seconded.    Moved  that  this  resolution  be 
tabled  as  this  inspection  was  not  now  necessary.    Seconded  and  carried. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  46 

Whereas,  the  present  system  of  High  School  Education  as 
it  applied  to  those  rural  children  who  must  attend  high  schools  in 
to^-ns,  is  very  unsatisfactory; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  impress 
upon  the  provincial  government  the  urgent  need  of  a  change  in  the  system 
upon  the  following  lines — 

(a)  The  establishment  of  a  system  of  residential  high 

schools. 

(b)  The  removal  of  the  control  of  high  schools  from  the 
town  school  boards. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 
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RELI^F  CA?!PS  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  52 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  Federal  Government1  s  handling 
of  the  relief  camp  strikers  merits  the  condemnation  of  all  fairminded 
people,  and 

Whereas,  we  recognize  that  the  cause  of  the  trouble  is  the 
utter  lack  of  any  constructive  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  unemployment; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on 
record  as  utterly  condemning  the  work  c^mp  system  and  demand  in  its  place 
a  planned  v/ork  program  at  fair  wages  to  be  put  into  effect  immediately. 

Moved  ^oung  and  seconded. 

FASCISM  AND  WAP  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  53 

Resolved,  that  re,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  go  on 
record  as  being  unalterably  opposed  to  Fascism  and  War. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

Resolution  52.    Moved  and  seconded  to  reconsider  resolution  52.  Carried. 

Mr.  Hugh  Allen  again  spoke  to  the  resolution  and  moved 
that  this  resolution  be  tabled.    Seconded  and  carried. 

ABOLITION  OF  TITLES  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  54 

Whereas,  titles  are  a  relic  of  the  middle  ages  and. 
completely  out  of  place  in  a  democratic  country,  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Bennett  re-inaugurated  this  sytem  in  Canada  ; 

Therefore  we  do  protest  against  this  practice  and  urge  the 
abolition  of  the  same.  Carried. 

CONFISCATION  OF  EXCESSIVE  PROFIT,0  (Echo  Hill  U.F.A.  Local)  No.  31 

Whereas,  many  of  the  large  companies  and  banks  and 
many  individuals,  according  to  financial  reports,  are  making  excessive 
profits,  while  the  majority  of  the  working  people  are  not  receiving 
sufficient  for  food,  clothing  and  shelter; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  excessive  profits 
be  confiscated  by  the  government  and  used  for  the  necessities  of  all. 

No  mover. 

PUBLIC  OYTO  " HIP . ( Board  Resolution)  No.  59 

Whereas,  the  capitalistic  system  necessitates  a  condition 
of  scarcity  in  order  to  establish  a  profitable  price,  a~d 

Whereas,  we  will  not  be  able  to  establish  a  condition  of 
plenty  without  first  establishing  new  economic  machinery; 


Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  Association  do  not 
spend  undue  time  in  devising  palliatives  but  re-emphasize  its  platform 
of  public  ownership  of  the  means  of  production,  distribution  and 
exchange  where  monopoly  exists  and  of  co-operative  effort  where 
competition  prevails. 

Moved  Macklin,  Critchlow. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Gardiner  took  the  chair. 

CANADIAN  FARM  LOAN  BOARD  ACT. (Willow  Springs  Local  u.F.A.)  No.  16 

Whereas,  when  the  Canadian  Pi  rm  Loan  Board  Act  was 
brought  into  Heing  in  order  to  obtain  the  loan,  the  borrowers 
had  to  subscribe  to  5%  of  the  loan  and  pay  an  interest  r;  te  of  and 

Whereas,  since  then  there,  has  been  an  amendment  to  the 
Act  eliminating  the  subscription  to  the  loan  and  returning  the  5% 
subscription  to  the  borrowers  without  interer  t,  and  giving  present 
borrowers  the  loan  at  5%  interest,  thereby  causing  discrepancy  between 
borrowers; 

Therefore  we  uYfe  our  Federal  Government  to  amend  the 
said  Act  and  pay  back  to  the  borrower  at  the  same  interest  rate  that  they 
charged  him  on  the  capital  stock,  this  to  revert  back  to  the  time  when 
the  said  amendment  was  made  to  the  Act. 

Moved  Owen,  Wall. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Macklin  to  add  "and  the 
interest  charges  to  past  borrowers  be  the  same  as  that  of  resent 
borrowers" . 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

ggC    FENCES  (Highland  Par':  Local)  No.  35 

Whereas,  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been  spent  in  the 
construction  of  Highway  No.  9  runninr  from  Hanra  to  the  Saskatchewan 
border,  and 

Whereas,  the  lack  of  a  few  rods  of  snow  fencing  at  a 
number  of  points  makes  the  highway  impassable  for  motor  Vehicles 
in  the  winter}. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  through  the  Provincial  Government  to  see  that  snow  fences 
be  placed  where  needed  before  another  winter  comes. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 
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GF AVBLIINO  HIOHWAY( Highland    Park  Local)  No.  64 

Resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government  to 
complete  the  gravelling  of  highway  #9  from  Hanna  to  the  Saskatchewan 
border. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Macklin  suggested  that  this  resolution  should  be 
taken  up  with  the  constituency  association  and  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  tabled. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  Mr.  Young  be  allowed 
to  bring  in  a  resolution. 

CIVIL  SERVICE.  Whereas,  we  believe  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
efficient  and  clean  government  that  the  Civil  Service  should  be  free  of 
interference  from  the  Government  in  power,  and 

Whereas,  the  theory  that  to  the  "victor  belong  the  spoils" 
is  degrading  in  its  effect  cn  our  public  life  in  asmuch  as  it  encourages 
graft  and  corruption,  and 

Whereas,  it  has  been  only  by  unc/easing  effort  that  we 
have  been  able  to  secure  a  small  measure  of  protection  for  the  civil 
servants  from  this  evilj 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  the  dismissal  and  engagement  of  civil 
servants  being  placed  on  a  patronage  basis. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Young.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Fearnehough  moved  that  Mr.  Garland  be  asked  to 
address  the  gathering  tonight  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  C.C.F. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

POINT  OF  PRIVILEGE.    Mr.  Owen  asked  if  he  could  bring  in  a  resolution. 

Moved  Young,  Critchlow  that  he  be  allowed  to  bring  in  a 

resolution. 

Lost. 

VOTE  OF  APPRECIATION.    Resolved,  that  this  Convention  express  its  sincere 
appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Edmonton  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  valued 
assistance  in  the  arrangements  for  this  gathering;  to  the  ministers  of 
Edmonton  churches  who  have  addressed  us;  to  the  business  concerns  who 
sponsored  the  most  enjoyable  ent^ifnent  programs  and  to  the  various  artists, 
who  have  freely  contributed  to  programs  during  the  week;  to  Mr.  J.R.Love 
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as  chairman  of  the  entertainment  committee;  to  the cf ficials  of  the  Masonic 
Hall  for  their  assistance  and  courtesyj  to  the  representatives  of  the 
press  and  to  the  convention  staff. 

Moved  Mr.  Sutherland,  seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Mr.  Fearnetough  moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
convention  chairmen.    Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

ftfr.  Cameron  moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
convention  committees.    Seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

"GOD  SAVE  THE  KING11 


ADDRESS 

DELIVERED  TO  THE 

Twenty-ninth  Annual  Convention 

OF  THE 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta 

BY 

ROBERT  GARDINER 


Thursday,  January  21st,  1937 

IN  THE 

Palliser  Hotel,  Calgary 


ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  GARDINER 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Before  I  commence  my  address  this  evening,  permit  me  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  George  McLeod,  clothier,  corner  of  8th 
Avenue  and  First  Street  East,  for  his  kindness  in  giving  up  his  time  on 
the  air  to  make  this  broadcast  possible.  We  appreciate  Mr.  McLeod's 
kindness  very  much  indeed.  I  hope  that  at  some  future  time  we  will 
be  able  to  do  at  least  as  much  for  Mr.  McLeod  in  return  for  his  kindness. 
To  our  friends  who  are  listening  in,  may  I  convey  the  greetings  of  this 
convention.  I  trust  that  the  reception  will  be  good  and  I  hope  out  of 
what  I  have  to  say  tonight  you  may  be  able  to  pick  something  of  benefit 
to  you.  May  I  say  that  this  convention  has  been  very  good,  and  the  old 
U.F.A.  spirit  is  just  as  alive  as  ever.  Our  former  members  need  not 
worry.  The  U.F.A.  will  not  only  continue  to  serve  the  agricultural  in- 
terests but  it  will  also  continue  to  grow  in  numbers  and  prestige.  May  I 
say  to  our  friends  who  are  listening  in  that  the  important  question  which 
has  animated  this  convention, — whether  we  are  to  remain  in  politics  or 
not, — is  not  yet  settled.  We  have  had  a  long  debate,  but  there  has  been 
no  acrimony  or  hard  feelings  engendered,  and  that  augurs  well  for  the 
future  of  the  U.F.A.  The  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  question  still  goes 
on,  and  when  the  final  decision  is  made  we  feel  that  those  in  the  minority 
will  accept  that  decision  with  good  grace. 

I  shall  discuss  with  you  this  evening  some  of  the  problems  of  the 
day.  First  of  all,  I  wish  to  discuss  some  of  the  problems  that  are  peculiar 
to  the  province  of  Alberta,  in  the  hope  that  I  may  throw  some  light  on 
what  is  best  to  be  done  with  regard  to  those  problems.  I  hope  also  to 
discuss  the  real  problem  that  we  as  a  human  race  are  facing.  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  been  invited  to  give  an  evening  address  to  an  annual 
Convention  of  the  U.F.A.,  but  I  have  no  hard  feeling  because  I  have  not 
been  invited  before.  The  Executive  felt  some  time  ago  that  I  might 
have  something  worthwhile  to  say  to  the  convention,  and  they  asked  me 
to  give  one  of  the  public  addresses.  I  promised  to  do  this,  and  went  home 
to  the  farm,  and  while  there  I  started  to  think  of  what  I  would  say  to  you 
in  this  address.  I  found  that  some  of  the  things  that  I  would  like  to 
discuss  tonight  would  have  to  be  left  out  of  my  annual  address.  That 
was  the  reason  why  the  subject  matter  of  my  annual  address  was  so  mild. 

In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  in  regard 
to  one  important  problem,  namely,  the  question  of  purchasing  power. 
This  has  been  discussed  in  recent  times  to  a  large  extent  in  this  province 
and  also  in  other  parts  of  Canada,  and  also  throughout  the  world.  Be- 
cause of  certain  things  that  have  transpired  in  Alberta,  the  people  have 
been  intensely  interested  in  this  matter  of  purchasing  power.  Some  seem 
to  think  that  the  solution  of  the  economic  problem  lies  in  this  question 
of  purchasing  power. 

Immediately  after  the  great  war  the  British  Government  began  to 
disband  their  forces.  They  found  unemployment  growing  rapidly,  and 
they  realized  they  had  a  problem  on  their  hands.  They  could  not  under- 
stand how  it  was  that,  while  employment  had  been  so  steady  during  war 
time,  immediately  after  the  war  unemployment  should  become  so  preva- 
lent. It  grew  apace  until  finally  there  were  approximately  2,500,000 
unemployed  in  Great  Britain.  The  Government  did  not  know  what  to 
do  about  it.  They  engaged  the  services  of  some  experts  to  delve  into  the 
problem  and  to  make  such  recommendations  as  they  thought  advisable. 
One  of  these  experts  was  Major  Douglas.  He  reported  that  in  his  judg- 
ment unemployment  was  caused  very  largely  because  in  the  process  of 
production  and  distribution  there  was  never  sufficient  purchasing  power 
distributed  to  permit  the  people  to  buy  the  goods  and  services  available. 


He  made  two  important  recommendations  which  in  his  judgment  would 
solve  the  problem:  the  "just"  or  "compensated  price",  and  the  national 
dividend.  He  maintained  that  if  these  two  suggestions  were  put  into 
effect  the  unemployment  problem  would  cease  to  exist,  and  hardship 
would  be  no  more.  The  British  government  did  not,  however,  adopt 
Major  Douglas's  recommendation.  Eventually,  in  order  to  place  his  ideas 
before  the  public,  Major  Douglas  wrote  some  books  dealing  with  this 
important  matter.  I  have  most  of  Major  Douglas's  works  in  my  library. 
I  have  read  and  studied  them,  and  while  I  agree  with  some  of  the  things 
which  he  states,  there  are  others  with  which  I  cannot  agree. 

Major  Douglas's  proposals  spread  rapidly  throughout  the  world, 
including  Canada,  and  particularly  Alberta.  There  is  one  thing  I  want 
to  say,  however,  and  it  is  that  although  I  have  read  most  of  Major  Doug- 
las's works,  I  did  not  find  in  any  book  of  his  that  I  have  read,  nor  in  any 
report  of  his  speeches,  nor  in  the  evidence  he  gave  before  the  Agricultural 
Committee  at  Edmonton,  nor  at  the  House  of  Commons  when  he  appeared 
before  the  Banking  and  Commerce  Committee  in  1923,  nor  when  he  gave 
evidence  for  a  second  time  before  the  Banking  and  Commerce  Committee 
in  1934,  any  passage  where  he  gave  a  clear  explanation  of  what  he  meant 
by  purchasing  power.  It  is  quite  true  that  he  hinted  at  what  he  thought 
it  might  be,  but  insofar  as  my  search  is  concerned  I  have  been  unable 
to  find  where  he  ever  gave  a  precise  statement  of  what  he  meant  by 
purchasing  power.  If  you  have  a  problem  you  must  understand  that 
problem  before  you  can  deal  with  it.  If  he  thought  that  in  purchasing 
power  he  had  a  solution  to  the  problem,  surely  you  would  think  that  one 
of  the  first  things  he  would  do  would  be  to  define  what  he  meant  by 
purchasing  power.  That  is  one  of  the  things  I  hope  to  do  tonight,  but 
before  I  do  that  I  wish  to  deal  with  the  question  of  money. 

It  is  very  important  that  we  have  an  understanding  of  what  money 
is.  We  have  had  many  different  ideas  of  what  is  money — real  money, 
and  what  are  substitutes  for  money.  I  shall  spend  a  little  time  in  trying 
to  find  out  what  is  money,  and  what  are  substitutes  for  money. 

Now  I  have  two  kinds  of  money  in  my  hands.  I  have  coin  money 
and  paper  money.  In  making  this  address,  in  some  places  I  have  a  hard 
job  to  hold  on  to  this  money,  but  fortunately  here  tonight  I  can  keep  it 
in  front  of  me. 

I  have  in  my  hand  silver,  nickel  and  copper  coins.  We  have  also 
gold  coins,  but  an  Order-in-Council  does  not  permit  gold  coin  to  circulate, 
and  even  does  not  allow  gold  to  go  out  of  the  country  except  on  the  order 
of  the  Minister  of  Finance;  therefore  I  was  unable  to  get  hold  of  a  gold 
coin  for  this  demonstration.  Please  remember  that  in  dealing  with  coin 
money  I  also  include  coin  minted  from  gold.  The  Coinage  Act  of  Canada 
defines  what  is  coin  money.  But  before  going  on  to  that  I  would  like  to 
call  attention  to  one  or  two  things  about  coin  money.  In  the  twenty-five 
cent  piece  I  am  showing  you,  there  is  a  definite  amount  of  fine  silver. 
The  silver  is  recovered  from  the  natural  resources  of  this  country  through 
the  use  of  machinery  and  labor.  Immediately  you  use  machinery  and 
labor  to  recover  or  produce  anything  from  the  natural  resources,  that 
product  has  an  intrinsic  value.  The  word  intrinsic  means  "inherent  in," 
therefore  when  we  speak  of  something  having  intrinsic  value,  we  mean 
that  there  is  a  value  inherent  in  the  thing  of  which  we  speak.  In  order 
that  a  commodity  may  have  real  value  there  must  be  a  demand  for  the 
commodity  produced.  If  there  is  a  demand  for  a  commodity  then  that 
commodity  immediately  has  an  exchange  value.  Exchange  value  is  largely 
determined  by  supply  and  demand.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions 
to  this  rule  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  here.  The  metals 
from  which  our  coins  are  minted  have  an  exchange  value.  They  are  used 
in  some  of  our  industries  continuously,  and  because  of  this  requirement 
these  metals  are  real  wealth.  The  Canadian  Act  relating  to  coin  and  coin- 
age provides  that  gold  coin  shall  contain  900  parts  of  fine  gold  to  100 
parts  of  alloy,  and  800  parts  of  fine  silver  to  200  parts  of  alloy.  There 
is  no  provision  in  the  Act  requiring  an  alloy  in  our  nickel  and  copper 
coins.  Gold  and  silver  metals  in  their  natural  state  are  rather  soft,  and 
unless  an  alloy  is  used  to  harden  these  coins  the  wear  would  be  great,  with 
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a  consequent  annual  loss  to  the  Government.  The  Act  also  provides  that 
in  the  event  of  gold  coinage  being  permitted  to  circulate,  a  person  may 
pay  for  any  quantity  of  goods,  services  or  debt  with  gold,  but  no  person 
is  obliged  to  accept  more  than  $10.00  in  silver,  $5.00  in  nickel,  or  25c 
in  copper  coins  in  payment  for  goods,  services  or  debt.  The  important 
point  to  remember  is  that  when  you  exchange  coin  money  for  goods,  etc., 
the  person  receiving  coin  money  receives  full  value  for  that  which  has 
been  exchanged.  Goods  that  are  in  demand  are  real  wealth,  so  also  is 
coin  money,  so  that  in  the  event  of  an  exchange  of  goods  which  is  wealth, 
for  coin  money  which  is  wealth,  each  party  has  received  full  value  for 
that  which  has  been  exchanged. 

We  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  another  type  of  money,  viz.:  a 
one  dollar  bill.  We  call  it  money.  It  is  not  money.  It  is  only  a  substitute 
for  money.  I  know  some  of  you  will  say,  never  mind,  give  me  all  you 
can.  I  will  take  them.  That  is  alright,  but  there  is  more  than  that  to  it. 
This  one  dollar  bill  is  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Canada;  and  it  does  not  matter 
whether  it  is  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Canada  or  any  one  of  the  ten  char- 
tered banks,  it  is  not  money.  It  will  not  pay  for  goods,  services  or  debt. 
Because  of  that  fact  this  dollar  bill  has  no  value.  In  the  coin  money 
there  is  value;  therefore  if  I  exchange  twenty-five  cents  for  goods,  the 
person  receiving  the  twenty-five  cents  in  exchange  for  goods  receives 
value  for  the  goods.  Coin  money  not  only  functions  as  a  medium  of 
exchange,  but  it  is  also  value  for  goods  and  services.  When  you  come 
to  paper  money  or  legal  tender,  which  is  the  proper  name  for  it,  you  have 
a  different  situation  altogether.  It  is  not  real  money,  it  is  only  a  substi- 
tute. This  money  is  not  wealth,  and  therefore  will  not  pay  for  wealth. 
This  dollar  bill  is  only  a  promise  to  pay.  If  you  have  a  dollar  bill  in 
your  pocket,  or  a  five  dollar  bill  if  you  are  lucky  enough  to  have  one, 
take  it  out  and  read  it.  The  same  statement  is  on  every  bill  whether 
it  is  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Canada  or  by  any  of  the  ten  chartered  banks. 
I  am  going  to  read  it  for  you.  You  will  note  that  in  large  print  appears 
the  following:  "The  Bank  of  Canada,"  and  underneath  a  line  of  very 
fine  print  which  very  few  read,  and  fewer  try  to  think  what  it  means, 
though  it  is  important  to  know  that  it  is  there  and  to  realize  the  meaning. 
It  is  as  follows,  "The  Bank  of  Canada  will  pay  to  the  bearer  on  demand 
one  dollar."  Why  should  the  Bank  of  Canada  "pay  to  the  bearer  one 
dollar"  if  this  bill  is  worth  one  dollar  of  itself?  You  do  not  find  this 
inscription  on  any  of  our  coins.  There  is  this  difference  between  the 
two :  This  coin  has  a  value  of  twenty-five  cents,  whereas  this  dollar  bill 
is  a  piece  of  paper  and  has  no  value  at  all.  That  is  the  difference  between 
the  two.  Just  look  at  bank  notes  or  legal  tender,  whether  they  come  from 
the  Bank  of  Canada  or  from  any  of  the  ten  chartered  banks,  and  you  will 
find  the  same  statement  I  have  just  read  to  you  on  every  bill,  irrespective 
of  their  denomination  and  irrespective  of  the  bank  of  issue.  All  legal 
tender  is  a  promise  to  pay,  and  a  promise  to  pay  is  not  payment. 

I  have  before  me  an  agricultural  audience,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
farmers  ought  to  know  that  a  promissory  note  never  paid  for  anything. 
I  started  farming  in  a  small  way,  and  I  sometimes  needed  to  buy  imple- 
ments on  credit  when  I  didn't  have  the  wherewithal  to  pay  for  them, 
but  I  never  found  that  my  promissory  note  paid  for  the  implements.  I 
knew  that  in  the  fall,  or  at  whatever  date  I  had  agreed  to  pay,  I  was 
confronted  with  the  necessity  of  putting  up  something  of  real  value  to 
pay  for  those  implements,  and  the  only  way  was  to  take  my  wheat  to  the 
elevator  and  get  a  receipt  for  it,  showing  that  I  had  put  into  circulation 
wealth  to  that  value,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  withdraw  from  circu- 
lation wealth  of  equal  value  to  the  amount  I  had  put  into  circulation.  It 
was  the  wealth  I  produced  and  put  into  circulation  that  paid  for  those 
implements.  In  the  spring  I  took  the  wealth  out  of  circulation,  but  in  the 
fall  I  put  back  into  circulation  agricultural  wealth  of  equal  value  and 
secured  a  credit  instrument  in  order  to  show  that  I  had  put  that  wealth 
back  into  circulation.  It  might  be  by  legal  tender  or  by  a  bank  deposit, 
but  it  was  with  a  credit  instrument  representing  wealth  that  I  redeemed 
my  note.  It  was  the  wealth  that  did  the  paying.  In  the  spring  I  had  drawn 
out  of  circulation  wealth  on  credit,  and  in  the  fall  I  put  back  into  circu- 
lation wealth  of  equal  value,  and  that  squared  the  account.    A  credit 
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instrument  such  as  this  dollar  bill  merely  functions  to  facilitate  the  trans- 
action. Now  let  me  say  something  here  of  interest  to  the  ladies  more 
particularly.  I  understand  that  farmers'  wives  usually  claim  the  butter 
and  eggs  on  the  farm.  I  don't  blame  them.  A  farmer's  wife  brings  into 
town,  let  us  say,  a  dollar's  worth  of  butter  or  a  dollar's  worth  of  eggs, 
and  she  receives  in  exchange  one  of  these  credit  instruments — one  of 
these  lawful  promises  to  pay,  viz.,  a  dollar  bill.  She  proceeds  to  buy  one 
dollar's  worth  of  grocei'ies  and  gives  in  exchange  the  dollar  bill  received 
for  the  eggs  or  butter.  It  is  not  the  dollar  bill  that  pays  for  the  groceries, 
but  the  butter  or  eggs  put  into  circulation  to  the  value  of  one  dollar.  She 
merely  got  a  receipt  in  the  form  of  a  dollar  bill  that  showed  she  had 
put  into  circulation  wealth  to  the  value  of  one  dollar,  and  was  therefore 
entitled  to  withdraw  from  circulation  wealth  to  the  value  of  one  dollar. 
All  this  thing  we  call  a  dollar  bill  ever  did  was  merely  to  facilitate  the 
transaction,  but  it  did  not  do  the  paying. 

Now  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  again,  because  I  want  to 
emphasize  it.  We  have  two  kinds  of  money — I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
using  that  terms  as  it  is  commonly  used — real  money  and  substitute  money 
in  the  form  of  paper  money  made  available  and  regulated  by  law.  In 
the  case  of  coin  money  not  only  does  it  act  as  a  medium  of  exchange  and 
measure  of  value,  but  it  is  also  the  payment  of  goods  and  services 
within  the  limitations  I  have  stated.  Therefore,  this  type  of  money,  coin 
money,  functions  in  two  important  ways:  First,  it  facilitates  the  exchange 
of  goods  and  services;  and  second,  and  most  important,  it  pays  for  the 
goods  and  services  because  it  is  wealth.  In  regard  to  the  other  type  of 
money,  paper  money,  it  only  performs  one  function,  and  that  is  to  facilitate 
the  exchange  of  goods  and  services.  The  difference  between  the  two 
functions  is  that  wealth  pays  for  wealth  in  coin  money,  and  paper  money 
facilitates  the  exchange  of  wealth  for  wealth,  but  does  not  pay  for  the 
wealth. 

Before  I  left  Ottawa  the  last  time,  I  got  in  touch  with  the  Deputy 
Minister  of  Finance,  and  I  asked,  "Can  you  give  me  the  price  the  govern- 
ment pays  for  dollar  bills?"  At  that  time  the  government  was  responsible 
for  putting  into  circulation  the  dollar  bills.  He  replied,  "Well,  Gardiner, 
I  did  have  that  file  here  a  few  minutes  ago.  I  will  call  you  back."  Later 
he  called  me  back  and  said:  "Here  is  the  information  you  require.  We 
have  a  contract  with  the  Canadian  Bank  Note  Company  to  print  these 
notes  at  $9.50  per  1000  dollar  bills,  but  we  supply  the  engraving  and  we 
figure  it  costs  us  in  the  neighborhood  of  $10.00  per  1000." 

The  chartered  banks  pay  a  cent  and  a  quarter  for  the  $5.00  and 
$10.00  bills,  and  a  cent  and  a  half  for  their  $20.00  and  $50.00  bills,  and  a 
cent  and  three-quarters  for  their  $100.00,  $500.00  and  $1000.00  bills. 
The  reason  it  costs  the  chartered  banks  more  than  the  dominion  govern- 
ment is  because  of  the  fact  that  they  have  them  printed  in  smaller  quan- 
tities. Now  you  see  what  would  happen  if  the  Finance  Minister  was  to 
send  one  of  the  trusted  employees  of  the  department  down  to  the  bank 
note  company  with  a  dollar's  worth  of  silver  or  nickel.  It  would  mean 
that  the  employee  could  bring  back  to  the  department  or  to  the  finance 
minister,  as  the  case  may  be,  one  hundred  one  dollar  bills.  That  is  what 
they  would  get  in  exchange  for  $1.00  in  silver  or  nickel  coin,  and  in  all 
likelihood  the  bank  note  company  would  make  a  profit  on  the  transaction 
because  they  are  in  business  to  make  a  profit. 

The  chartered  banks  make  a  monthly  return  to  the  Finance  Depart- 
ment showing  that  there  is  approximately  130-135  million  dollars  of  their 
notes  in  circulation  during  the  month — that  is  about  the  average.  I  have 
not  seen  the  returns  for  twelve  months.  The  Dominion  Government  was 
responsible  for  putting  into  circulation  45,000,000  one  dollar  notes  to- 
gether with  the  two  dollar  notes,  the  amount  of  which  I  do  not  at  present 
have  available.  I  must  remind  you,  however,  that  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Canada  have  been  issued  in  place  of  Dominion  notes,  and  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  place  of  the  notes  of  the  chartered  banks.  I  estimate  that  ther 
is  approximately  200  to  250  million  dollars'  worth  of  bank  notes  of  all 
denominations  constantly  in  circulation.  Keeping  in  mind  that  a  bank 
note  is  only  a  promise  to  pay,  it  means  that  to  the  extent  of  the  total 
value  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  at  any  given  time,  there  is  that  amount 
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of  goods  and  services  not  paid  for,  which  never  will  be  paid  for  so  long  as 
the  bank  notes  remain  in  circulation  and  are  not  redeemed  in  real  wealth 
by  the  institutions  who  issued  them.  Permit  me  to  once  more  illustrate 
what  I  mean.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  one  dollar  bill  which  I  received  in  ex- 
change for  goods  or  services.  The  person  from  whom  I  secured  this  note 
received  goods  or  services  to  the  value  of  one  dollar,  while  I  received 
in  exchange  a  promise  to  pay  in  the  form  of  a  dollar  bill.  So  long  as  I 
retain  possession  of  this  dollar  bill  I  will  not  have  received  payment  for  the 
goods  or  services  that  I  disposed  of ;  all  I  have  received  is  a  promise  to 
pay,  and  a  promise  to  pay  is  not  payment.  When,  however,  I  buy  goods 
or  services  to  the  value  of  one  dollar  and  give  in  exchange  the  dollar 
bill,  then  I  have  received  full  value  for  the  goods  or  services  that  I 
disposed  of,  but  the  person  from  whom  I  received  the  goods  or  services  has 
not  received  payment.  All  that  he  has  received  is  a  promise  to  pay.  There 
is  no  need  to  worry  about  this  condition,  inasmuch  as  the  law  provides 
that  you  are  always  entitled  to  exchange  legal  tender,  i.e.,  promises  to 
pay,  for  the  type  or  kind  of  goods  and  services  you  require. 

Now  the  point  is  that  legal  tender  is  not  wealth.  It  will  not  pay 
for  anything.  Neither  will  any  instrument  functioning  in  place  of  real 
money  pay  for  wealth,  whether  it  is  a  bank  note,  cheque,  money  order, 
bank  draft,  or  a  non-negotiable  certificate.  None  of  these  things  will  pay 
for  wealth  because  they  are  not  wealth.  You  can  only  pay  for  we.alth 
with  wealth.  When  anybody  tries  to  tell  you  about  the  instruments  they 
are  going  to  put  into  circulation  that  will  pay  for  goods  and  services, 
remember  what  I  have  said,  and  you  will  realize  that  they  do  not  know 
what  they  are  talking  about. 

I  am  now  going  to  discuss  the  question  of  purchasing  power.  What 
is  purchasing  power?  In  my  judgment  anything  that  is  wealth  is  pur- 
chasing power,  and  anything  that  is  not  wealth  is  not  purchasing  power; 
therefore  credit  instruments  or  promises  to  pay  are  not  purchasing  power. 
Real  wealth  is  purchasing  power,  and  I  repeat  there  is  no  purchasing  power 
other  than  wealth,  no  matter  what  that  wealth  may  be.  Wealth  that  has 
an  exchange  value  is  real  purchasing  power,  irrespective  of  its  form.  All 
kinds  of  consumer  goods;  all  kinds  of  manufactured  products,  plant  and 
equipment  and  even  natural  resources  that  are  privately  owned,  all  those 
things  are  wealth  and  are  purchasing  power;  and  again  I  say,  there  is  no 
purchasing  power  outside  of  those  things.  This  paper  dollar  has  no  value 
as  purchasing  power.  The  wealth  that  this  dollar  bill  represents — not  the 
dollar  bill  itself — is  purchasing  power.  Goods  pay  for  goods;  goods  pay 
for  services;  goods  pay  for  debt;  goods  pay  for  everything,  and  the  reason 
why  goods  pay  for  everything  is  because  you  have  nothing  else  to  pay 
with  except  goods. 

Earlier  in  my  remarks  I  stated  that  there  were  those  who  claimed 
that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  purchasing  power,  but  that  unfortunately 
they  had  not  clearly  defined  what  in  their  judgment  was  purchasing 
power.  Had  they  defined  purchasing  power  as  being  goods  available, 
there  would  not  have  been  any  point  to  their  argument;  for,  so  long  as  a 
small  number  of  persons  own  a  large  portion  of  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
and  a  large  number  of  people  own  only  a  small  part  of  the  wealth, — 
bearing  in  mind  the  inequitable  distribution  of  wealth, — it  would  appear 
impossible  to  determine  whether  there  is  sufficient  purchasing  power, 
i.e.,  real  wealth,  available  to  satisfy  the  legitimate  needs  of  the  people. 
This  point  can  never  be  satisfactorily  determined  under  the  profit  system 
for  the  reason  that  the  reward  received  bears  no  proper  relationship  to 
the  full  value  of  services  rendered.  If  our  friends  had  claimed  that  credit 
instruments  were  purchasing  power,  and  all  that  was  necessary  was  to 
issue  more  of  these  instruments,  we  could  at  least  have  met  them  with  a 
tolerant  smile,  recognizing  that  unless  these  credit  instruments  were  backed 
by  and  redeemable  in  real  wealth,  the  process  would  be  a  form  of  con- 
fiscation. 

Wealth  does  not  belong  to  the  government.  Purchasing  power  comes 
from  possession  of  wealth,  and  wealth,  with  some  few  exceptions,  is  pri- 
vately owned.  Any  government  that  promises  you  that  it  is  going  to 
distribute  purchasing  power  free  of  any  cost  to  the  people,  must  first 
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secure  ownership  of  the  wealth  they  are  going  to  distribute.  How  are 
they  going  to  do  it?  That  is  their  business,  not  mine.  But  I  put  up  the 
proposition  that  all  wealth  is  privately  owned  except  insofar  as  the  natural 
resources  are  entrusted  to  the  government  to  administer  for  the  people. 
All  wealth  being  privately  owned,  the  government  to  distribute  wealth 
must  become  possessed  of  that  wealth,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  One 
way  to  do  it  would  be  to  tax  the  people;  another  way  might  be  to  confiscate 
the  amount  of  wealth  they  require.  Others  ways,  a  little  more  obscure, 
may  be  used  if  they  attempt  to  distribute  wealth  to  those  who  give  neither 
wealth  nor  services  in  exchange. 

In  regard  to  this  question  of  purchasing  power,  remember,  purchas- 
ing power  is  wealth  of  all  kinds;  all  consumer  goods;  all  kinds  and  types 
of  machinery  of  production.  You  can  exchange  one  type  of  wealth  for 
any  other  type  of  wealth  you  require.  A  credit  instrument  that  has  no 
intrinsic  value  is  not  wealth.  It  serves  a  useful  purpose  in  facilitating 
the  exchange  of  goods  and  services  and  the  payment  of  debt,  but  it  is  not 
real  wealth  in  itself  and  is  therefore  not  purchasing  power. 

The  next  subject  I  wish  to  deal  with,  viz.,  credit,  is  closely  related 
to  the  two  with  which  I  have  dealt  already.  The  reason  why  in  recent 
times  I  have  given  some  consideration  to  this  question  of  credit  is  because 
I  have  turned  the  dial  of  the  radio  and  have  heard  a  melodious  voice 
floating  over  the  air,  exhorting  the  people  in  these  words,  "The  time  has 
arrived  when  the  people  of  Alberta  must  learn  to  use  their  own  credit." 
Did  you  ever  hear  that  statement?  "The  time  has  arrived  when  the  people 
of  Alberta  must  learn  to  use  their  own  credit." 

I  am  going  to  pay  a  tribute  to  Major  Douglas  right  here.  I  started 
to  study  economics  when  I  was  quite  a  young  fellow,  and  I  can  assure  you 
it  was  quite  a  long  time  ago.  Years  ago  I  came  across  many  pamphlets 
dealing  with  credit,  and  read  some  of  them,  but  I  never  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  study  the  subject  fully.  With  the  advent  of  recent  events  in 
Alberta,  I  have  been  forced  in  self  defence  to  study  this  matter.  I  am 
going  to  give  Major  Douglas  credit  for  his  definition  of  the  basis  of  real 
credit.  I  have  read  many  of  Major  Douglas's  books  and,  as  I  said  before, 
there  are  some  of  his  statements  that  I  agree  with  and  many  I  do  not 
agree  with;  but  I  feel  that  when  a  person  has  rendered  a  real  service  to  the 
people  it  should  be  acknowledged,  and  I  have  never  been  slow  to  ack- 
nowledge such  service.  Major  Douglas  has  given  in  one  sentence  a  defi- 
nition of  the  basis  of  veal  credit  that  in  my  opinion  cannot  be  contradicted. 
It  is  as  follows:  "The  ability  to  produce  and  deliver  goods  as,  when  and 
where  required."  Now  having  regard  to  what  may  happen  in  Alberta 
in  the  near  future,  you  should  remember  Major  Douglas's  definition  of 
real  credit.  I  subscribe  to  that  definition.  It  is  in  my  judgment  abso- 
lutely correct  and  uncontradictable.  It  means  that  those  who  are  in  a 
position  to  produce  and  deliver  goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where 
required,  create  the  basis  of  real  credit.  But  credit  belongs  to  the  persons 
who  create  it.  It  is  their  property.  Furthermore,  no  one  can  take  it 
from  you,  not  even  the  government.  The  government  cannot  take  away 
credit  which  you  are  responsible  for  creating.  It  is  for  your  use  and 
service  alone.  Credit  based  on  "the  ability  to  produce  and  deliver  goods 
and  services  as,  when  and  where  required"  is  the  only  real  credit  we 
have.  I  can  understand  many  asking  the  question:  have  we  not  govern- 
ment credit?  Where  does  that  come  from?  The  government  is  not  a 
producer  of  goods  and  services.  Where  can  the  government  credit  come 
from  if  you  claim  as  you  do  that  the  only  basis  of  real  credit  "is  the 
ability  to  produce  and  deliver  goods  as,  when  and  where  required"?  I 
am  going  to  admit  that  the  government  has  credit,  and  shall  show  you 
presently  where  that  credit  comes  from.  The  government,  as  such,  has 
credit  first  because  they  may  have  utilities  that  to  a  limited  extent  create 
the  basis  of  real  credit.  Government  credit  is  derived  from  one  main 
source  outside  of  utilities.  It  is  derived  from  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  and  outside  of  the  utilities  any  credit 
they  have  comes  from  their  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  In  the  case 
of  federal  government  taxes,  this  is  provided  for  by  sub-section  3  of 
section  91  of  the  British  North  America  Act;  in  the  case  of  provincial 
governments  from  sub-section  2,  section  92  of  the  British  North  America 
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Act;  and  in  the  case  of  municipalities  they  derive  their  power  to  levy  and 
collect  taxes  from  the  legislatures  of  the  provinces  in  which  they  are 
situated.  Except  the  utilities  I  have  mentioned,  no  government  has  any 
credit  except  that  which  is  based  upon  its  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes. 
And  furthermore,  if  you  and  I  and  the  people  of  Canada  generally,  stopped 
producing  goods  and  rendering  services  which  create  real  credit  for 
ourselves,  the  moment  we  stopped  producing,  government  credit  would 
cease.  Taxes  are  paid  for  with  wealth  produced.  I  repeat  again.  All 
government  credit  is  determined  by  their  power  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes. 

We  have  analyzed  the  basis  of  credit.  Let  us  now  see  what  is  the 
function  of  credit.  The  only  purpose  you  can  use  credit  for  is  to  borrow. 
You  can  borrow  against  your  ability  to  produce  and  deliver  goods  in  the 
future.  There  is  no  other  function  for  credit,  for  credit  in  itself  will  not 
pay  for  anything.  It  has  no  value.  Credit  is  not  something  that  you 
can  either  see  or  feel,  and  therefore  place  a  value  upon.  Credit  is  a 
condition.  The  condition  of  having  "the  ability  to  produce  and  deliver 
goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where  required." 

I  was  rather  amused  when  the  present  government  took  office  to 
find  that  there  were  some  who  advised  the  government  to  pay  the  pro- 
vincial liabilities  with  credit.  They  actually  did  that.  It  may,  however, 
have  been  intended  as  a  joke.  I  wish  somebody  would  show  us  how  we 
could  use  our  credit  to  pay  our  debts,  because  we  could  soon  get  out 
of  debt;  but  it  can't  be  done  that  way.  Credit  will  never  pay  for  anything 
because  it  is  not  wealth.  You  must  pay  for  wealth  with  wealth,  and  there 
is  no  other  method  unless  we  repudiate  our  liabilities.  In  the  light  of 
what  I  have  said,  I  ask  you  to  think  again  about  the  statement  you  hear 
over  the  air:  "The  time  has  arrived  when  the  people  of  Alberta  must 
learn  to  use  their  own  credit." 

In  the  year  1905  this  province  was  formed,  and  immediately  there 
was  an  election  and  a  government  came  into  existence,  and  the  first  thing 
it  did  was  to  borrow  until  such  time  as  it  could  levy  and  collect  taxes. 
Succeeding  governments  naturally  used  their  credit  for  the  purpose  of 
borrowing,  and  that  includes  every  government  since  1905,  so  much  so 
that  the  debt  of  the  province  is  now  approximately  $160,000,000.  I  have 
used  my  credit  as  a  farmer,  and  so  have  most  of  you.  Business  men  have 
used  their  credit  right  along.  We  have  had  to  use  our  credit.  There 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  do  so  under  proper  conditions.  But  the 
fact  remains  that  whether  it  is  the  provincial  government  in  this  or  any 
other  province,  or  the  dominion  government,  they  can  only  use  their 
credit  to  borrow  with. 

The  same  thing  applies  to  merchants,  farmers  and  the  rest  of  us. 
All  you  can  use  credit  for  is  to  borrow.  If  you  have  no  credit  you  cannot 
borrow  because  they  realize  that  if  you  are  not  in  a  position  to  produce 
and  deliver  goods  or  services  as,  when  and  where  required,  you  will  not 
be  in  a  position  to  repay  that  which  you  have  borrowed.  The  people  of 
Alberta  have  used  their  credit  extensively.  On  many  occasions  it  was 
my  duty  to  inform  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  deplor- 
able conditions  under  which  the  farmers  were  operating.  Sometimes 
these  debates  would  get  rather  warm,  and  very  often  after  the  debate 
was  over  some  good  friend  would  come  to  me  and  say,  "Yes,  Gardiner, 
we  are  very  sorry  for  those  people  in  Alberta.  They  must  be  enduring 
great  hardship,  but  it  is  their  own  fault."  "Why  is  it  their  own  fault?" 
I  would  ask.  The  rejoinder  would  usually  be  this:  "You  people  in 
Alberta  have  used  your  credit  too  extensively,  and  consequently  are 
heavily  in  debt,  and  when  hard  times  come  you  are  not  able  to  carry  the 
load."  The  point  to  remember  is  that  credit  never  paid  for  anything  and 
never  will  pay  for  anything.  All  you  can  do  with  credit  is  to  use  it  for 
borrowing,  and  when  used  right  it  is  a  very  convenient  instrument. 

May  I  just  for  a  moment  touch  on  a  matter  that  will  perhaps  be  of 
some  importance  to  Alberta  farmers  in  the  near  future.  From  reports 
it  is  indicated  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  set  up  in  the 
near  future  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  credit  houses.  Those  who  have 
signed  the  covenant  are  expected  to  exchange  for  Alberta  credit  a  portion 
of  the  legal  tender  received  from  the  sale  of  agricultural  products  or  from 
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salaries,  wages  and  other  sources  of  income.  The  persons  exchanging 
legal  tender  for  Alberta  credit  will  receive  an  entry  in  the  ledger  of  the 
credit  house  for  the  amount.  The  credit  house  will  retain  the  legal  tender 
and  the  depositor  will  be  permitted  to  draw  against  their  deposits.  The 
important  question  to  consider  is  this:  Will  the  legal  tender  be  used  to 
redeem  the  cheques  drawn  against  the  deposits?  or  will  the  legal  tender 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  providing  dividends?  If  the  legal  tender  is 
used  to  redeem  cheques  drawn  against  so-called  deposits  of  Alberta  credit, 
then  there  is  no  advantage  gained,  but  if  the  legal  tender  is  used  to 
provide  dividends  then  we  are  justified  in  enquiring  as  to  the  provision 
that  will  be  made  by  the  credit  house  so  that  those  who  exchange  goods 
and  services  for  cheques  drawn  against  deposits  of  Alberta  credit  will 
receive  full  value  for  the  goods  and  services  delivered. 

I  propose  now  to  deal  with  what  I  consider  the  real  problem.  You 
may  nationalize  the  banking  system  of  Canada,  you  may  control  currency, 
but  when  you  have  done  this,  all  you  have  done  is  to  touch  the  fringe 
of  the  problem,  because  the  real  problem  is  not  confined  to  banking  and 
currency.   That  is  a  mere  phase  of  the  problem,  but  not  the  whole  problem. 

You  can  sum  up  the  real  problem  in  one  word,  and  that  one  word 
is:  "profit."  Profit  is  described  as  "monetary  or  financial  gain  for  which 
no  goods  or  services  are  given  in  exchange."  In  other  words,  it  means 
getting  something  for  nothing.  Yet  we  have  people  who  seem  to  think  that 
if  we  only  had  a  little  more  something  for  nothing  you  would  solve  the 
problem.  Profit  means  that  someone  receives  less  than  they  are  entitled 
to.  To  the  extent  you  fail  to  get  full  value  for  services  rendered,  to  that 
extent  you  have  provided  a  profit  to  someone  else.  Exploitation  through 
profit  is  the  real  problem. 

Many  of  you  have  read  in  the  press  or  heard  from  the  platform  or 
over  the  air  the  statement  that  the  speaker  would  do  everything  within 
his  power  to  eliminate  interest  and  usury.  I  believe  the  majority  of  us 
will  not  only  agree  to  the  necessity  for  the  abolition  of  interest  and  usury, 
but  will  give  our  assistance  in  this  undertaking.  It  is  a  mistake,  however, 
to  believe  that  if  you  eliminate  interest  and  usury  you  have  solved  the 
economic  problem.  Interest  is  only  one  form  of  profit.  There  are  large 
profits  derived  from  other  sources,  and  these  profits  contribute  in  creating 
the  economic  problem  in  a  greater  proportion  than  the  profit  from  interest. 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  wipe  out  profit  secured  through  interest  and  leave 
profit  from  other  sources  untouched. 

Recently  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  Canada's  "Fifty  Big 
Shots."  These  Fifty  Big  Shots  are  known  to  own  and  control  a  large 
volume  of  the  real  wealth  of  the  country.  Our  friends  who  have  lately 
been  so  critical  of  Canada's  Fifty  Big  Shots,  would  almost  have  you 
believe  that  they  have  recently  discovered  the  fact  that  Canada  has  Fifty 
Big  Shots,  whereas  this  information  has  been  available  for  a  number  of 
years.  If  you  are  interested  in  this  matter,  may  I  suggest  that  you  get 
a  copy  of  "Who  Owns  Canada?"  edited  by  W.  H.  McCollum,  and  published 
by  the  C.C.F.  Research  Bureau,  Regina,  Sask.  The  information  in  this 
pamphlet  is  valuable  in  that  it  demonstrates  conclusively  the  concentration 
of  a  large  amount  of  wealth  under  the  ownership  of  a  few.  It  is  useless 
to  blame  the  Fifty  Big  Shots  for  the  present  conditions.  I  doubt  if  there 
is  one  of  us  who  would  not  be  willing  to  change  places  with  one  of  these 
men,  at  least  for  a  while,  just  to  find  out  what  it  feels  like  to  be  a  "Big 
Shot."  Further,  I  am  sure  that  if  any  of  us  had  the  opportunity  of 
enjoying  the  use  of  great  wealth  we  would  exercise  every  opportunity  to 
retain  our  privilege.  Recent  figures  convey  the  information  that  there 
are  over  1,200,000  people  on  relief.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  fifty  persons 
with  more  wealth  than  they  can  use,  and  on  the  other  hand  we  have 
nearly  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  our  population  depending  entirely  on 
government  relief  and  charity.  It  is  fashionable  to  blame  the  Fifty  Big 
Shots,  and  occasionally  the  unemployed  for  this  condition.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  Big  Shots  are  greedy  and  unscrupulous,  and  also  that  people  are 
unemployed  because  they  are  too  lazy  to  work.  We  may  have  a  few 
unemployed  that  do  not  like  work,  but  give  the  majority  an  opportunity 
to  work  for  reasonable  remuneration,  then  note  how  quickly  they  will 
accept  the  chance  to  provide  for  themselves  and  families.    The  Fifty  Big 
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Shots  or  the  unemployed  are  not  responsible  for  the  present  conditions. 
They  are  a  product  of  the  system.  Had  it  not  been  for  profit  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  had  the  Fifty  Big  Shots.  If  Sir  Herbert 
Holt,  Sir  Charles  Gordon  and  the  other  Fifty  Big  Shots  had  never  been 
born  we  would  still  have  Fifty  Big  Shots  in  Canada.  Every  country  in 
the  world  with  the  exception  of  Russia  has  its  Big  Shots.  The  system 
creates  them.  Put  the  blame  where  it  belongs  and  the  blame  must  be 
placed  on  the  system  and  not  on  the  Big  Shots  or  even  the  unemployed. 
You  and  I  and  the  other  residents  of  Canada  are  responsible  for  the 
continuation  of  the  system;  so  that,  in  the  final  analysis  the  blame  for 
present  conditions  must  rest  upon  the  people.  Wealth  is  steadily  being 
concentrated  under  the  ownership  and  control  of  a  few  persons,  and 
conversely,  the  masses  are  gradually  sinking  into  penury.  As  time  passes 
the  rich  will  continue  to  become  richer,  and  the  poor,  poorer;  and  the 
farmer!  goodness  knows  where  he  will  be! 

The  national  debt  of  Canada  was  increased  by  700  million  dollars 
in  five  years.  About  114  million  dollars  of  this  amount  was  loaned  to 
provincial  governments  to  assist  these  governments  to  finance  their  share 
of  relief,  the  balance  was  used  by  the  federal  government  mainly  for 
relief  purposes.  All  governments — federal,  provincial,  and  many  of  our 
larger  municipalities,  have  increased  their  debts  enormously  to  provide 
relief  for  the  needy,  and  the  end  is  not  yet  in  sight.  The  interest  on 
the  national  debt  alone  was  approximately  135  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  year  1936,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  1934  interest  on  provincial 
debts  amounted  to  over  67  millions  of  dollars.  Unemployment  is  now 
accepted  as  a  permanent  condition  in  our  economic  system.  This  being 
so,  we  can  expect  a  steady  increase  in  government  debt  as  well  as  interest 
charges.  We  have  maintained  for  many  years  that  because  the  farmer 
is  unable  to  pass  on  taxes  to  others  through  the  medium  of  the  price  of 
agricultural  products,  the  farmers  have  paid  an  undue  proportion  of  the 
taxes  levied,  and,  remembering  that  taxes  are  paid  in  real  wealth,  we  are 
justified  in  asking  the  question — how  long  must  the  farmer  be  expected 
to  produce  more  and  more  wealth  so  that  more  and  more  taxes  can  be 
paid  to  provide  for  steadily  increasing  interest  charges?  We  have  enor- 
mous debt  and  interest  burdens  to  carry,  but  the  important  point  to  re- 
member is  that  debt  and  interest  can  only  be  paid  with  real  wealth  and 
the  people  of  this  country  must  produce  the  wealth  necessary  to  meet 
these  obligations. 

May  I  give  an  illustration  to  demonstrate  more  clearly  the  effect 
profit  has  on  the  economic  system?  We  will  imagine  for  purposes  of 
illustration  that  a  factory,  privately  owned,  produces  goods  to  the  value 
of,  say  $500,000.00  per  annum.  The  total  cost  of  producing  these  goods, 
including  cost  of  raw  material,  management,  salaries,  wages,  depreciation, 
taxes  and  etc.,  amounts  to,  say  $400,000.00.  This  would  leave  a  surplus 
of  goods  to  the  value  of  $100,000.00  that  was  not  required  to  meet  produc- 
tion costs.  This  surplus  is  usually  described  as  profit,  and  is  the  property 
of  the  person  or  persons  who  own  the  factory.  If  not  consumed  by  the 
owner  these  surpluses  are  available  for  investment  in  new  plant  and 
equipment,  or  in  any  other  investment  satisfactory  to  the  owner. 

Great  Britain  was  the  first  country  to  industrialize  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  method  of  using  steam  to  drive  machinery  of  production 
was  first  discovered  in  that  country.  The  development  of  the  productive 
capacity  of  machinery  was  slow  but  sure,  an  improvement  here  and  there 
until  through  time  it  has  reached  the  immense  and  efficient  productive 
capacity  we  have  today.  This  machinery  of  production  was  paid  for  from 
wealth  produced.  There  was  no  other  source  from  which  payment  could 
be  made.  That  is  to  say,  that  savings  were  made  from  profits,  salaries 
and  wages,  and  invested  in  new  machinery,  plant  and  equipment;  but 
although  savings  from  salaries  and  wages  were  considerable,  by  far  the 
largest  amount  for  new  investment  came  from  profits.  From  the  begin- 
ning of  the  industrial  age  up  to  the  present  time,  this  is  the  manner  by 
which  all  new  plant  and  equipment  has  been  paid  for.  At  this  point  may 
I  draw  your  attention  to  a  matter  of  important  significance,  viz. :  that 
with  the  exception  of  Russia  and  parts  of  Asia,  every  civilized  country 
is  now  fully  industrialized,  with  possibly  some  small  exceptions.  Each 
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of  these  countries  has  within  its  borders  sufficient  machinery  of  produc- 
tion, plant  and  equipment,  if  fully  used,  to  provide  a  standard  of  living 
for  every  person  far  beyond  anything  that  we  experience  today.  This 
is  a  development  of  recent  times,  and  it  is  useless  for  those  who  have  the 
welfare  of  humanity  at  heart  to  think  of  reforms  applicable  to  conditions 
20  or  25  years  ago.  We  must  think  in  terms  of  the  conditions  of  develop- 
ment now  prevailing.  The  important  points  to  remember  in  this  con- 
nection are,  a  world  industrialized — with  the  exceptions  I  have  drawn  to 
your  attention;  the  inability  of  persons  with  large  incomes  to  consume 
or  use  the  full  amount  they  are  entitled  to;  the  absence  of  opportunities 
for  the  safe  and  profitable  investment  of  surpluses;  the  piling  up  of 
unconsumed  surpluses  and  the  consequent  slowing  down  of  production, 
thereby  causing  unemployment.  In  recent  years  the  various  governments 
have  borrowed  extensively  and  have  therefore  used  part  of  the  surpluses 
to  the  extent  of  their  borrowing.  This  action  by  the  different  govern- 
ments has  eased  the  economic  situation  in  two  directions.  In  the  first 
instance  by  reducing  the  surplus,  and  secondly  by  providing  relief  to 
those  who  were  without  means  of  subsistence.  Government  borrowing 
for  relief  purposes  is  not,  however,  a  solution  of  the  problem.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  create  some  other  method  of  distribution  if  we  are  to 
make  full  use  of  our  machinery  of  production,  and  thereby  make  available 
the  abundance  that  our  natural  resources  are  capable  of  providing. 

May  I  return  to  the  illustration  that  I  used  a  few  minutes  ago? 
I  will  summarize  my  former  statement  in  order  to  refresh  your  memory. 
A  factory,  privately  owned,  producing  goods  to  the  value  of  $500,000.00 
annually,  total  cost  of  production  $400,000.00  including  raw  material, 
depreciation,  management,  salaries  and  wages,  etc.,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
goods  to  the  value  of  $100,000.00  that  is  the  property  of  the  factory 
owner.  Let  us  presume  for  a  moment  that  instead  of  the  factory  being 
privately  owned  the  factory  was  owned  and  operated  as  a  public  utility. 
Let  us  try  and  visualize  what  we  might  accomplish  by  pursuing  the 
illustration  further.  We  would  first  of  all  have  to  provide  for  depreciation 
of  plant  and  equipment  and  other  fixed  charges,  the  balance  would  be 
used  to  pay  a  higher  remuneration  to  those  who  provided  the  raw  material, 
for  management,  for  salaries  and  wages  of  those  who  did  the  necessary 
work  in  office  and  factory.  By  this  method  the  total  production  of  the 
factory  would  be  distributed,  leaving  no  surplus  to  clog  the  distributive 
channel,  and  at  the  same  time,  increasing  the  standard  of  living  to  all 
those  who  rendered  service  in  any  capacity. 

As  an  organization  we  have  supported  the  ideals  of  co-operation. 
Indeed  we  have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  practised  co-operation.  To  the 
extent  that  we  have  practised  co-operation  we  have  found  it  beneficial. 
The  point  I  now  wish  to  emphasize  is  this:  if  a  small  amount  of  co-opera- 
tion has  been  beneficial,  would  not  complete  co-operation  in  production 
and  distribution  be  still  better?  When  we  have  reached  the  point  where 
we  have  complete  co-operation,  then  and  then  only  will  we  have  achieved 
our  objective,  namely:  the  co-operative  commonwealth.  Under  a  co-op- 
erative commonwealth  it  will  be  impossible  for  a  few  to  exploit  the 
masses.  Concentration  of  wealth  would  cease,  inasmuch  as  we  would  be 
producing  for  use  instead  of  for  profit.  Unemployment  would  be  un- 
necessary. The  unhampered  use  of  machinery  of  production  for  the 
development  of  our  natural  resources  would  provide  a  standard  of  living 
for  all  that  is  impossible  under  the  competitive  profit  system.  Time  will 
not  permit  me  to  further  develop  my  views  in  regard  to  this  all-important 
matter.  Therefore,  I  commend  for  your  study  and  investigation  the 
unlimited  possibilities  of  a  new  economic  system  based  entirely  on  co- 
operation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  notice  that  our  time  for 
broadcasting  will  expire  in  about  three  minutes.  Permit  me  to  use  this 
time  to  address  a  message  to  our  friends  who  are  listening  in. 

I  stated  at  the  beginning  of  my  address  that  we  were  having  a 
wonderful  convention.  Many  of  you  would  have  been  with  us  had  road 
conditions  been  better.  We  regret  that  you  are  absent.  Many  who  were 
with  us  in  past  years  would  have  enjoyed  this  convention  and  would  no 
doubt  have  received  great  benefits  in  listening  to  and  taking  part  in  the 
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discussions.  You  would  also  have  enjoyed  meeting  farmers  from  all  parts 
of  the  province  and  discussing  your  problems  with  them.  Many  of  you 
have,  however,  severed  your  connection  with  the  U.F.A.  for  reasons  that 
are  well  understood.  I  have  always  held  the  viewpoint  that  in  any  farmers' 
organization  there  is  bound  to  be  difference  of  opinion.  If  the  members 
of  any  farm  organization  were  always  of  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to 
important  questions  it  is  unlikely  that  such  an  organization  would  be  of 
much  value  in  serving  the  interests  of  agriculture.  It  is  because  we  have' 
different  viewpoints  and,  also,  that  we  have  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
our  ideas  at  the  meetings  of  our  locals  and  annual  conventions  that 
progress  is  made  possible.  It  is  always  advisable  to  try  and  understand 
another  person's  viewpoint.  This  requires  tolerance.  Valuable  movements 
have  been  split  to  pieces  on  the  rock  of  intolerance.  Time  is  an  important 
element  in  smoothing  out  difference  in  viewpoint,  but  tolerance  is  essential 
to  permit  time  to  operate.  I  have  found  from  long  experience  that  the 
reason  why  extremely  divergent  views  exist  is  largely  because  we  do  not 
approach  the  consideration  of  important  problems  from  a  different  premise. 
This  is  bound  for  a  time  to  lead  to  some  confusion  of  thought.  If  it  were 
possible  to  formulate  or  lay  down  a  correct  premise,  before  approaching 
the  consideration  of  important  matters,  it  is  conceivable  that  the  final 
results  of  our  deliberations  would  be  more  harmonious.  Recognizing  that 
there  may  be  even  differences  of  opinion  as  to  what  is  the  proper  premise, 
I  am  sure  you  will  realize  the  necessity  of  a  substantial  measure  of  toler- 
ance, hoping  that  time  will  clarify  the  situation.  Farmers  can  best  solve 
their  own  problems,  for,  with  some  exceptions  other  classes  are  not  much 
interested  in  the  problems  of  agriculture.  As  individuals  farmers  are 
helpless,  but  if  well  organized,  and  steady  persistent  efforts  made,  there 
is  no  problem  that  affects  agriculture  but  is  capable  of  solution.  Organ- 
ization and  intelligent  approach  is  essential  to  the  solution  of  the  farmers' 
problems.  When  you  recognize  the  truth  of  this  statement,  and  when  you 
realize  that  the  one  important  promise  made  to  you  that  was  responsible 
for  you  severing  your  connection  with  the  U.F.A.  cannot  be  redeemed 
except  through  excessive  taxation  or  confiscation  of  wealth,  and  above 
all  when  you  realize  that  in  unity  there  is  strength,  there  will  always  be 
a  welcome  if  you  wish  to  return  to  the  U.F.A. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  had  to  interrupt  my  address  in  order  to  transmit 
a  special  message  to  those  who  were  listening  to  the  broadcast,  but  I  am 
sure  that  you  will  realize  that  it  was  important. 

There  is  just  one  more  point  that  I  would  like  to  draw  your  attention 
to  before  I  conclude.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  some  time  in  the  future 
the  people  of  Canada  will  be  forced  to  accept  the  choice  of  one  of  two 
alternatives.  The  first  alternative  is  a  dictatorship.  A  dictatorship  is  a 
natural  development  of  the  economic  system,  and  for  the  following  reason. 
When  the  concentration  of  wealth  reaches  the  point  where  the  masses 
are  impoverished,  it  is  only  natural  that  the  people  will  resent  the  condi- 
tions that  they  are  forced  to  accept.  When  this  resentment  reaches  the 
point  where  the  interests  of  the  privileged  classes  are  in  danger,  then  the 
time  has  arrived  when  they  will  use  every  means  at  their  command  to 
preserve  their  privileges.  The  privileged  classes  have  found  that  a  dictator 
supported  by  military  force  is  the  most  effective  method  of  preserving 
their  interests.  We  have  seen  in  recent  times  this  development  take  place 
in  so  many  countries  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  further  extend  my  remarks 
on  this  point.  The  other  alternative  I  have  in  mind  is  an  economic 
democracy.  An  economic  democracy  is  the  direct  opposite  to  a  dictator- 
ship. Under  a  dictatorship  one  person  dictates  policies  in  the  interests 
of  a  few,  whereas,  in  an  economic  democracy  the  people  decide  policies 
beneficial  to  all.  I  am  not  very  much  concerned  as  to  the  name  you 
may  use  to  describe  the  second  alternative.  You  may  call  it  an  economic 
democracy;  the  co-operative  commonwealth;  socialism,  or  by  any  other 
name  you  may  care  to  use,  but  what  I  mean  is  this:  a  state  of  society 
democratically  organized  and  operated  wherein  economic  security  is 
assured  for  every  man,  woman  and  child.  As  individuals  we  will  have  to 
make  the  choice.  If  we  choose  the  second  alternative  then  we  must  be 
prepared  to  make  some  sacrifice,  but  the  objective  we  have  in  mind  will 
be  worthwhile. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

When  I  addressed  this  Convention  last  year  as  Vice-President  of  the  Junior 
Branch  I  sensed  an  atmosphere  of  confusion  and  defear.  Today  I  feel  that 
we  are  emerging  again  into  a  clearer  view  of  our  position  and  a  more  hopeful 
outlook  for  the  future  development  of  our  organization.  Further,  I  believe  that, 
because  of  the  bitter  crusade  that  has  been  made  against  us,  we  have  proven 
that  we  have  the  "stuff"  that  can  "take  it."  Day  by  day,  events  seem  to  prove 
that  we  are  on  the  right  track  and  we  must  and  will  go  steadily  forward. 

My  first  experience  after  assuming  the  duties  of  President  was  a  three- 
week's  trip  to  the  Peace  River  Country.  For  some  time  I  had  had  an  earnest 
desire  to  take  this  very  trip,  and  to  do  so  under  the  auspices  of  the  Junior 
U.F.A.  made  it  doubly  enjoyable.  This  was  the  first  time  a  Junior  officer 
had  visited  that  part  of  the  Province.  I  was  privileged  to  have  for  com- 
panions Mrs.  Price  and  Mr.  Irvine  and  together  we  journeyed  by  train,  car 
and  ferry  to  some  twenty-five  meetings.  The  large  number  of  farm  young 
people  was  noticeable  and  their  interest  and  eagerness  for  that  "something" 
such  as  our  organization  provides,  was  apparent.  I  found  a  few  good  Junior 
locals  established  by  loyal  Seniors  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  in,  that 
vast  area.  I  felt  on  leaving  that  if  time  permitted  future  contacts  and  en- 
couragement would,  with  the  help  of  those  loyal  seniors  in  that  country,  bring 
results. 

A  short  visit  to  Scandia,  near  Brooks,  and  to  High  River,  together  with 
the  organizing  of  a  new  local  near  my  home  has  been  the  extent  of  my  activities. 

In  preparing  my  report  I  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  address  given  last 
year  by  my  predecessor,  Wilfred  Hoppins,  and  it  seemed  to  me  so  excellent 
that  I  hesitated  in  even  trying  to  bring  you  anything  nearly  as  fine.  It  seemed 
so  stimulating  and  practical.  Here,  permit  me  to  remind  the  seniors  of  a  fact, 
that  some  at  least  do  not  realize.  Every  few  years  our  Junior  organization 
suffers  a  severe  blow  in  that  its  leaders,  reaching  the  age  limit,  pass  into  the 
senior  body,  leaving  the  work  in  the  Junior  field  to  be  carried  on  by  someone 
new  and  inexperienced.  You  seniors  benefit  by  this,  in  that  these  leaders,  who 
move  on  are  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  our  movement.  This  follows  through 
to  the  individual  locals  where  Junior  members  graduate  to  the  seniors. 

And  so,  in  reading  Mr.  Hoppins'  retiring  report,  and  in  becoming  acquainted 
with  him  personally  through  our  work,  I  regretted,  selfishly  perhaps,  that  he 
was  no  longer  a  Junior  but  one  of  you — and  so  our  loss  is  your  gain. 

In  exchange  for  this,  might  I  say,  transfusion  of  new  blood,  may  we  not 
ask  of  you  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  encourage  and  help  the  Junior  locals  in 
your  communities  by  beginning  first  in  the  home,  that  is  to  say,  in  those  com- 
munities where  Juniors  are  made  welcome  in  the  homes,  especially  during 
winter  meetings,  it  is  evident  that  the  attendance,  sociability  and  genuine  interest 
is  much  increased.  And  then  too,  it  helps  to  bring  the  seniors  in  closer  and 
more  intimate  contact  with  Junior  work. 

It  is  natural  for  youth  to  think  it  is  always  in  the  right.  We  bring  up  old 
problems  with  an  air  of  fresh  discovery.  We  are  triumphant  over  newly  found 
truths  which  to  you  seniors  are  "old  stuff."  We  scorn  your  seeming  blindness 
and  stupidity.    This  need  not  incite  your  wrath.    Rather  it  should  persuade  you 
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to  patience  and  understanding.  Your  wisdom,  if  any,  should  be  loaned  to  us 
Leave  us  free  and  do  not  suppress  us. 

A  very  complete  review  of  Junior  Conference  held  at  the  University  of 
Alberta  was  given  last  year  by  the  Junior  President.  I  only  want  to  emphasize 
the  importance  and  value  of  this  week  to  farm  young  people.  It  is  our  Con- 
vention. 

I  would  most  earnestly  urge  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  members  to  make  it  pos- 
sible that  a  delegate,  boy  or  girl,  be  sent  to  this  most  interesting  and  instructive 
event.  It  is  not  only  interesting  in  a  social  and  educational  way,  but  the 
delegates  become  messengers  of  goodwill  for  our  organization  wherever  they 
go.  The  experience  of  a  week  at  Conference  opens  windows  on  a  wider  and 
friendlier  view,  the  value  of  which  is  fully  realized  only  by  those  who  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  attend. 

In  session  last  year  at  our  Conference,  we  saw  fit  to  Federate  with  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  Youth  Movement,  the  object  of  which  is  to  pro- 
vide an  effective  instrument  for  expressing  youths'  views  on  war,  economics, 
and  other  vita!  matters  which  affect  youth.  This  subject  will  doubtless  be  dealt 
with  further  by  my  colleague  Elvins  Spencer,  Provincial  President  of  the 
Federated  groups. 

Permit  me  at  this  point  to  touch  on  the  vital  question  of  war.  So  much 
has  been  said  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  anything  completely  new.  However,  it 
is  my  belief  that  until  something  very  definite  and  effective  is  done  to  bring 
the  assurance  of  Peace,  progress  along  any  other  line  is  almost  futile.  One 
thing  certain,  War  is  Youths'  Problem.  It  is  the  young  men  who  have  died 
in  all  the  wars  of  history.  True,  the  Junior  U.F.A.  stands  for  a  new  Social 
Order  that  removes  the  causes  of  war,  but  the  question  is  what  are  we  to  do 
through  the  period  in  which  that  system  is  being  built?  We  know  that  the 
causes  of  war  are  not  the  fine,  noble,  principles,  such  as  "a  war  to  end  war," 
and  "to  make  the  world  safe  for  democracy."  We  know  that  wars  have  given 
youth  nothing  and  have  taken  from  them  everything  that  is  dear.  We  know 
that  wars  solve  nothing  and  leave  behind  gigantic  problems  which  eventually 
fall  on  the  young  shoulders  of  the  next  generation.  I  have  been  told  that  my 
generation  cannot  possibly  know  about  war,  because  we  have  not  yet  participated 
in  one.    Well,  well ! 

Are  we  not  helping  to  pay  for  one? 

Are  we  not  helping  to  repair  wrecked  bodies  and  minds? 

Are  we  not  getting  almost  hourly  reports  of  a  cruel  war  in  Spain? 

And  still  we  know  nothing  about  war? 

We  of  my  generation  know  more  real  truths  about  war  because  of  the 
horrible  experiences  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  last  one  and  by  that  added 
knowledge  we  should  and  can  take  action  now  to  prevent  another. 

Personally,  I  stand  for  the  refusal  to  participate  in  any  war. 

The  most  practical  suggestion  I  have  yet  heaid  as  a  means  of  preventing 
war  is  Mr.  Irvine's — to  take  action  at  once  to  have  legislation  introduced  call- 
ing for  the  Conscription  of  Wealth  and  that  no  one  shall  profit  by  war. 

It  may  be  argued  that  some  wars  are  justified,  such  as  repelling  invasion  of 
our  country.  It  this  be  so,  then  the  Conscription  of  Wealth  should  make  for 
the  utmost  efficiency. 

So  much  is  yet  to  be  done  by  this  organization  of  ours  that  has  the  desire 
for  a  better  life.    Just  what  is  it  we  want  to  do? 

We  Want — Intelligent  Government,  intelligently  administered,  for  an  in- 
telligent people. 

We  Want— Conditions  so  that  in  all  this  land  no  one  need  fear  the  cruel 
pinch  of  poverty. 
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We  Want — A  society  that  will  say  to  us  that  the  refusal  to  participate  in 
war  is  the  highest  form  of  patriotism. 

We  Want — An  outlet  for  those  great  attributes  which  we  are  said  to  possess 
--ambition,  vision,  enthusiasm  and  ideals. 

We  Want — To  provide  a  future  in.  which  we  may  contribute  more  to  society 
than  by  becoming  dependent  upon  the  state. 

Mere  wishes,  however,  are  futile.  If  we  are  desirous  of  these  things,  we 
must  also  have  the  will  to  bring  them  about.  And  as  an  organization  we  are 
both  fit  and  willing  tc  fight  and  to  fight  hard  for  all  these  wants — not  fighting 
with  military  arms,  but,  as  Mr.  Woodsworth  says,  "the  more  difficult  fighting 
that  involves  putting  our  brains  and  organizations  against  the  forces  of  exploita- 
tion and  reaction." 

We  would  develop  a  social  outlook  in  place  of  the  present  individualistic 
one.  We  would  rely  on  co-operation  in  place  of  competition.  We  would  en- 
deavour to  pass  on  to  other  generations  not  liabilities  but  assets.  We  would 
endeavour  to  develop  such  a  social  order  that  no  child  need  question  why  it 
was  born. 

It  is  a  big  task?  Granted!  But  it  is  the  goal  we  are  striving  for.  Human 
nature  need  not  be  changed  for  its  accomplishment.  All  we  need  is  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  our  best,  to  do  which,  requires  the  earnest  and  wholehearted 
support  of  the  Seniors. 

MARGARET  ARCHIBALD,  President. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  JUNIOR  U.F.A 


It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  give  my  address  as  Junior  Vice- 
president  to  the  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  I  say  "address"  and  not  "report" 
as  I  should  like  to  give  you  a  few  definite  points  which  you  can  pass  on  to  your 
Juniors  to  aid  them  in  the  economic  and  educational  side  of  their  programs. 
Last  year  from  the  floor  of  the  convention  I  took  the  liberty  of  putting  in  a 
word  for  the  Juniors  and  incidentally  offering  some  advice  to  the  Seniors.  At 
that  time,  in  hasty  and  impromptu  remarks  I  stressed  the  need  for  an  efficient 
supervisor,  in  the  majority  of  locals,  who  would  be  a  force  stimulating  interest. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  executive  provides  time  on  the  program  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  Junior  matters.  Too  often,  I  am  afraid,  many  Seniors  consider  the 
Juniors  as  mere  children,  to  be  amused  perhaps,  but  not  assisted  or  encour- 
aged to  delve  into  economic  problems  in  order  to  seek  a  solution  or  path 
out  of  this  turmoil;  With  many  the  question — "to  remain  in  or  out  of  poli- 
tics"—appears  as  the  one  important  matter.  True  it  is  one  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  U.F.A.  movement,  but  we  must  not  forget  that  education 
continues  all  the  time.  Who  can  better  be  moulded  than  the  young  people 
not  yet  set  or  prejudiced  in  their  outlook,  who  may  be  trained  to  weigh  and 
disentangle  issues  that  arise  and  not  be  stampeded  like  sheep  in  fright  or 
lured  up  a  blind  alley?  You  may  say  that  the  young  people  are  not  inter- 
ested. Perhaps  they  appear  so,  due  to  your  method  of  attack,  but  remem- 
ber there  is  more  than  one  way  of  attacking  the  problem  as  the  program  of 
the  Juniors  is  so  broad.  Thus  if  one  type  of  program  is  not  suitable  there 
are  several  others  to  which  to  turn.  One  of  the  essential  points  in  super- 
vising Junior  locals  is  to  have  a  program  prepared  each  meeting  so  that  the 
members  will  have  something  definite  to  do  and  thus  have  their  interest 
kept  alive.  I  think  that  it  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Senior  to  see  that 
the  young  people  are  interested;  for  who  are  to  take  over  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs  in  the  near  future  but  the  present  younger  generation  and 
if  they  are  no  better  fitted  to  carry  out  their  duties  of  citizenship  than  their 
forefathers,  it  seems  as  though,  "muddling  through"  will  still  be  the  order 
of  the  day.  If  more  aggravating  factors  are  added,  even  the  muddling  may 
be  of  no  avail  and  before  we  are  able  to  right  ourselves  we  may  have 
plunged  backward  instead  of  forward. 

We  talk  a  great  deal  about  co-operation,  free  speech  and  the  like  but 
do  we  put  enough  stress  on  such  matters  as  peace  and  war,  and  Canada's 
foreign  policy?  You  may  say  that  these  points  have  been  adequately 
dealt  with — we  have  signed  petitions  not  to  go  to  war;  further,  Canada  is 
an  isolated  country  and  will  always  be  able  to  sell  her  wheat  at  a  tidy  price 
during  a  war,  so  why  should  we  worry?  This  seems  too  true  and  points 
glaringly  at  our  blissful  ignorance  of  the  situation.  Do  not  peace  petitions 
really  hinder  the  progress  or  attainment  of  peace?  I  believe  even  Lloyd 
George  has  admitted  that  they  do.  We  sign  the  petition  and  go  away  feel- 
ing quite  satisfied  that  we  have  done  our  part  in  promoting  peace.  Alas! 
Only  until  the  trumpets  sound  again  to  fight  for  king  and  country  against 
a  terrible  aggressor,  or  for  democracy  or  the  right  of  every  man  to  a  gain- 
ful livelihood.  We  are  swept  off  our  feet  and  go  blindly  with  the  rest  to 
be  mowed  down  or  returned  maimed  and  sadly  disillusioned.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  may  be  true  pacifists  and  refuse  to  fight  under  any  circumstances 
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whatsoever.  However,  on  analysing  this  stand  we  must  find,  from  past 
experience,  as  for  example  the  cases  of  Ethiopia  and  Manchuria,  that  such 
a  policy  is  no  longer  tenable.  Certain  countries  have  lost  the  meaning  of 
pacifism  and  must  be  handled  accordingly.  If  the  League  of  Nations  were 
given  teeth  —  not  of  rubber  either  —  to  force  the  aggressor  countries  into 
line  by  means  of  economic  sanctions,  or  if  need  be,  military  sanctions,  the 
maintenance  of  peace  might  then  be  a  possibility.  To  give  the  League 
teeth  necessitates  backing  the  country's  representative  at  Geneva  in  strong 
action  to  make  the  authority  of  the  League  respected.  Economic  sanctions 
in  the  case  of  Italy  seem  to  have  been  a  failure,  but  surely  we  must  realize 
that  full  economic  sanctions  were  not  utilized.  When  our  Canadian  repre- 
sentative, Dr.  Riddell  suggested  that  oil  be  included  in  sanctions  he  was 
immediately  given  a  sound  trouncing  and  recalled.  His  proposal  would 
really  have  given  sanctions  teeth,  and  so  such  it  appeared,  was  not  the 
proper  thing  to  do.  The  economic  shoe  would  then  have  pinched.  Thus 
the  president  of  Dalhousie  University  may  well  ask  why  Dr.  Riddell  was 
removed  and  not  given  full  support. 

We  may  think  we  are  isolated  and  that  we  shall  always  be  able  to  sell 
our  wheat  in  war  time,  but  conditions  and  methods  of  warfare  have  changed 
a  good  deal  since  1914  and  distances  formerly  great  have  been  reduced  tremend- 
ously. The  next  war  will  be  largely  one  of  blockade  and  although  we  may 
not  starve,  we  can't  live  on  wheat  alone.  Thus,  in  spite  of  a  country  wishing 
to  remain  neutral,  she  will  be  in  name  only  and  suffer  accordingly.  A  policy 
of  non-intervention  and  isolation  is  out  of  the  picture. 

Surely  the  points  raised  have  demonstrated  the  need  of  action  and  a  definite 
stand  or  a  revision  of  our  former  one.  It  seems  as  though  we  are  drifting 
definitely  into  another  war  and  little  appears  to  be  done  to  prevent  it.  The 
armament  race  is  on  and  before  long  these  toys  of  war  will  be  used  to  blow 
up  this  civilization  that  we  have  attained. 

Then  again,  if  men  can  be  conscripted,  why  not  munition  plants,  and  all 
industries  and  wealth  aiding  in  preparation  for  war?  Surely  human  life  is 
worth  as  much  as  material  goods.  If  such  were  done,  the  glorious  skimming 
of  war  profiteers  would  cease  and  thus  the  eagerness  with  which  governments 
plunge  countries  into  war  would  also  cease. 

These  points  discussed  may  seem  far  away  from  the  interests  of  members 
of  isolated  Junior  U.F.A.  locals — but  are  they?  To  our  sorrow  we  must  realize 
that  they  are  very  pressing  questions  and  should  have  a  major  portion  in  the 
study  program  of  Junior  locals. 

To  raise  a  definite  point  where  the  Juniors  can  take  part,  I  should  like  to 
refer  to  the  Canadian  Youth  Act  and  the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  Canadian 
Youth  as  passed  at  the  Canadian  Youth  Congress  held  in  Ottawa  last  year  in 
May.  The  findings  and  declarations  of  this  group,  considering  its  heterogeneous 
character,  representing  all  creeds  and  political  beliefs,  are  striking  and  command 
the  sincere  attention  of  every  young  Canadian.  If  the  lot  of  the  young  people 
of  Canada  is  to  be  improved,  we  must  get  together  and  do  it  with  one  voice. 
Thus  I  would  ask  you  Seniors  who  have  Junior  locals  in  your  community  to 
see  that  these  pamphlets  are  discussed  thoroughly  and  for  those  of  you  who 
haven't  any  locals,  get  copies  from  this  office,  and  see  that  your  young  people 
discuss  them.  So  that  their  views  may  be  expressed,  their  Federal  member 
should  be  notified  of  their  stand  so  that  when  the  matter  is  discussed  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  at  this  coming  session,  he  will  know  their  stand  on  the 
question. 

Political  democracy  was  gained  after  much  struggle.  Now  that  we  have  it, 
let  us  use  it  to  gain  economic  freedom  before  Fascism,  under  some  high  sound- 
ing name,  has  come  and  taken  away  what  was  gained  so  dearly.  Fascism  may 
sound  foreign  to  us  and  we  may  say  with  the  unhappily  mistaken  optimists 
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whom  Sinclair  Lewis  satirized — "It  can't  happen  here."  However,  if  we  look 
at  the  European  countries  we  shall  see  to  our  sorrow  how  easily  Fascism  has 
slipped  into  many  countries  there.  Thus  the  democracy  so  long  fought  for  is 
pigeon-holed,  for  how  long  no  one  can  say.  As  Premier  Blum  of  France  has 
said,  "Democracy  is  on  trial,"  and  unless  the  young  people  are  made  to  realize 
the  value  of  their  franchise,  when  the  propaganda  appears  they  will  be  swept 
off  their  feet.  This  shows  the  importance  of  education  for  the  young  people 
especially.  If  our  democracy  is  to  really  function,  and  we  are  to  have  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  our  democracy  must  be 
maintained  and  the  young  people  educated  to  the  responsibility  of  democracy. 

As  a  last  word  I  would  urge  all  the  Senior  delegates,  if  they  have  not 
already  a  Junior  local,  to  organize  one  and  to  give  the  young  people  a 
chance  to  study  the  issues  of  the  day  in  order  that  they  may  be  enlightened 
citizens  and  prove  that  in  the  end  democracy  will  triumph  over  dictatorship. 

ELVINS  Y.  SPENCER, 

Vice-President. 
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REPORT 

OF 

SENIOR  COMMITTEE  OF  YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S  WORK 


It  is  regrettable  that  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  McBride's  father  in 
Kansas,  Mrs.  McBride,  our  Convener  of  Young  People's  Work,  and  Member 
of  the  Senior  Committee  is  unable  to  be  present  at  this  Convention.  Being  re- 
sponsible for  this  Junior  work  at  Central  Office,  I  was  asked  to  prepare  a  report 
of  the  Junior  Branch  for  the  Convention,  and  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the 
same. 

Let  us  go  back  eighteen  years  to  the  Convention  of  1919.  During  the  four 
years  that  elapsed  since  the  organization  of  the  U.F.W.A.  in  January,  1915, 
the  interest  in  the  young  people  steadily  grew.  The  Convener  of  Young  People's 
Work,  in  her  report  to  the  Convention  said :  "The  tangible  result  of  our  work 
has  been  the  formation  of  several  girls'  clubs  and  young  people's  clubs  affiliated 
with  our  work.  Nearly  every  club  varies  in  its  formation,  but  the  purpose  of 
every  one  is  practically  the  same ;  for  its  members  to  develop  f our-squarely, 
to  serve  their  communities  more  efficiently,  to  become  better  citizens."  The 
Junior  Section  of  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  was  officially  recognized  at  that 
U.F.W.A.  Convention  (January,  1919)  and  was  later  approved  by  the  U.F.A. 
Executive.  The  words  of  Hon.  Mrs.  Irene  Parlby,  the  U.F.W.A.  President 
when  the  Junior  Branch  came  into  being,  are  worthy  of  note : 

"We  need  the  enthusiasm  of  youth,  as  much  as  the  calm  balance  and 
wise  judgment  of  age.  The  work  of  starting  junior  branches  is  difficult, 
but  it  is  the  most  important  thing  our  organization  can  take  up.  Un- 
selfish service  for  the  public  good,  high  ideals  of  citizenship,  the  qualities 
of  leadership  must  all  be  learned  in  youth.  These  things  cannot  be  learned 
from  books;  they  must  grow  with  the  growth  of  the  human  being;  they 
need  opportunities  to  perfect  them,  and  although  the  home  life  can  do 
a  great  deal  to  develop  these  characteristics  in  the  child,  it  needs  the 
teamwork  of  a  group  or  an  organization  to  bring  them  to  their  fullest 
development  " 

The  objectives  then  set  before  the  Junior  Branch  are  the  same  as  those 
now  embodied  in  our  Constitution :  (a)  to  train  for  citizenship ;  (b)  to  train 
for  leadership;  (c)  to  follow  more  definitely  the  fourfold  plan  of  develop- 
ment— Education,  Vocational,  Economic  and  Social ;  (b)  to  give  the  young 
people  of  the  community  an  opportunity  to  know  each  other  better,  to  enrich 
the  social  life  of  the  community  and  to  make  life  happier  and  better  so  that 
the  young  people  may  serve  their  homes,  their  communities,  and  their  nation 
more  efficiently. 

Mr.  Lawrence  E.  Kindt,  who  lived  at  Nanton,  was  our  first  Junior  President. 
Mr.  Kindt,  Master  of  Science,  is  now  Agricultural  Economist  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  after  his  address  to  this  Convention  last 
night,  we  feel  justifiably  proud  of  him  and  the  work  he  is  now  doing,  and 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  to  him  our  congratulations  and 
good  wishes. 

The  growth  of  the  Junior  Branch  has  been  steady  and  continuous  until 
now  it  is  recognized  as  an  integral  part  of  the  parent  organization  having  its 
own  officers — President,  Vice-President,  Executive  and  Board  of  Directors.  The 
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Junior  President  is  a  member  of  the  Senior  Board;  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  attend  and  take  part  in  the  Annual  U.F.A.  Convention  and  each  local 
is  entitled  to  send  one  delegate. 

The  Junior  Branch  holds  its  Conference  each  June  in  conjunction  with  the 
University  Farm  Young  People's  Week.  One  day  of  the  week  is  devoted  to 
Business  Session  when  officers  are  elected,  reports  and  addresses  presented  and 
general  business  covered.  While  the  University's  invitation  for  this  week  is 
extended  to  all  rural  youth  groups;  with  the  exception  of  possibly  one  or  two 
each  ytar,  every  young  person  attending  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  U.F.A. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Extension  Department  short  course  lectures  and 
practical  demonstrations  cover  such  subjects  as  Household  Economics,  Handi- 
craft, History,  Literature,  Dramatics,  Photography,  Grain  Judging,  Practical 
Agriculture,  Field  Work  in  Botany,  Geology,  Entomology,  etc.;  community 
problems  and  enterprises;  beside  games  recreation  and  social  affiairs;  visits  to 
the  Parliament  Buildings,  Dairies,  Oliver  Hospital,  Experimental  Farm  and 
other  places  of  interest.  There  are  several  competitions  including  the  public 
speaking  contest,  Reading  Course,  Grain  Judging,  Household  Economics,  Sports 
and  others  for  which  prizes  are  awarded. 

Attendance  at  the  University  Week  is  an  experience  that  no  young  farmer 
should  miss.  The  opportunity  to  meet  young  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
Province,  the  friendships  formed;  association  witn  teachers  and  professors;  the 
routine  of  University  life;  the  environment  of  a  beautiful  campus  and  the  build- 
ings are  things  which  no  young  person  can  afford  to  miss.  To  say  the  least 
it  is  a  thrilling  experience  that  lives  long  in  one's  memory. 

This  year  the  U.F.A.  Executive  offered  as  a  reward  to  the  Junior  Director 
showing  the  greatest  efficiency  during  the  year,  his  or  her  expenses  to  this 
Convention.  This  award  was  won  by  Carl  Unterschultz  of  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
Director  for  Vegreville,  who  obtained  84%  efficiency.  It  might  be  stated 
that  there  were  several  directors  who  were  elected  to  the  Board  in  June, 
and  being  new  to  this  work  were  therefore  not  eligible.  Some  of  these 
new  directors  might  have  given  our  Vegreville  director  some  stiff  competition. 
The  U.F.W.A.  wishes  to  extend  congratulations  to  Carl  who  is  present  this 
afternoon  for  the  fine  work  he  is  doing  in  his  Constituency. 

Looking  back  over  definite  action  taken  duri"g  this  past  year  the  Junior 
Branch  of  our  organization  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  progress  made.  At 
the  1935  University  Week  in  Edmonton  the  Juniors  expressed  their  wish  to  be 
allowed  to  affiliate  with  other  young  people  in  a  definite  program  o^  Education 
and  to  form  a  branch  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Youth  Movement 
for  the  province.  From  that  beginning  the  following  resolution  was  passed  at 
a  joint  session  of  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  at  Convention  last  vear:  "Be  it 
resolved,  that  immediate  and  definite  steps  be  taken  by  the  U.F.A.  to  enable 
the  Junior  U.F.A.  to  affiliate  with  the  C.C.Y.M.  thereby  facilitating  an  increase 
of  education  in  econcmics  and  creating  a  unity  of  purpose  against  Capitalism 
and  war."  Following  this  a  second  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Convention 
whereby  the  incoming  U.F.A.  Board  was  given  instructions  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary machinery  to  permit  the  Juniors  to  affiliate  with  the  C.C.Y.M.  This  was 
done  and  a  meeting  was  called  the  day  following  the  U.F.A.  Annual  Convention 
and  a  tentative  constitution  was  drawn  up.  The  outcome  of  this  action  was 
the  C.C.Y.M.  Convention  held  in  Edmonton  at  the  time  of  the  University  Week 
iast  June,  when  Junior  locals  and  C.C.Y.M.  clubs  affiliated  in  a  provincial 
C.C.Y.M.  and  drew  up  and  adopted  a  Constitution. 

"The  object  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Youth  Movement  is  to  pro- 
vide an  effective  instrument  for  expressing  youth's  views  on  war,  economics  and 
other  vital  matters  which  affect  youth,  and  to  federate  the  Junior  U.F.A.  and 
C.C.Y.M.  clubs  and  any  other  groups  approved  of  by  the  Alberta  Branch  C.C. 
Y.M.  to  attain  the  following  objectives: 

1.  The  establishment  of  a  planned  socialized  economic  order  based  on  the 
principles  of  equity  and  justice  to  all. 
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2.  Socialization  of  all  financial  machinery  including  banking,  credit  and  in- 
surance. 

3.  Socialization  of  transportation,  communication,  electric  power  and  all 
other  industries  and  services  essential  to  social  planning." 

Those  are  the  general  objectives  of  the  Movement.  The  Constitution  con- 
tains particular  objectives  for  study  and  action  by  the  federated  groups,  as 
follows : 

"1.  An  educational  program  devoted  to  the  study  of  (a)  Social  reform, 
(b)  cause  of  war  and  how  to  secure  peace;  (c)  cause  of  unemployment  and 
business  depression  (d)  any  other  information  which  helps  to  establish  the 
general  objective. 

2.  Any  further  action  which  will  promote  the  general  and  particular  objec- 
tives of  the  Movement,  e.g.  (a)  Organize  meetings  in  the  interests  of  peace  and 
against  war  and  fascism  (b)  performance  of  peace  plays  (c)  suppression  of  all 
militaristic  and  jingoistic  propaganda  in  magazines,  newspapers,  radio  programs, 
news  reels,  feature  motion  pictures,  schools,  etc.,  and  protest  against  newspapers 
distorting  news,  (d)  active  support  by  campaigning  and  writing  for,  or  finan- 
cially contributing  to,  the  C.C.F." 

The  Movement  decided  also  to  apply  for  representation  as  a  group  on  the 
C.C.F.  Provincial  Council. 

Mr.  Robert  Gardiner  was  present  at  the  Conference  and  gave  a  splendid 
address  to  the  Juniors  at  the  business  session  lending  his  valuable  assist- 
ance and  encouragement. 

Taking  for  its  ideal  the  four-fold  plan  of  development,  each  year  the  Senior 
Committee  prepares  a  program  for  local  activity  and  study  with  a  specified 
topic  for  each  meeting.  These  programs  are  distributed  among  the  Locals  so 
that  their  year's  work  may  follow  a  definite  line  of  progress  and  development. 

At  present  the  Central  Office  membership  fee  for  members  of  Junior  Locals 
is  50  cents  for  members  16  to  21  years  of  age  and  $1.50  for  members  over  21. 
It  is  felt  that  this  fee  is  too  high,  especially  for  families  where  there  are  several 
members  of  the  U.F.A.  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  by 
the  Junior  Conference :  "Be  it  resolved  that  the  membership  fee  for  all  Junior 
members  of  Junior  locals  between  the  ages  of  16  and  25  be  set  at  50  cents." 
Mrs.  Price  on  behalf  of  the  U.F.W.A.  pledged  their  complete  support  of  this 
resolution.  The  Senior  Committee  strongly  urges  that  this  resolution,  which 
comes  before  this  Convention,  be  most  seriously  considered  and  supported. 

A  suggestion  was  submitted  to  the  Junior  Board  of  Directors  that  the  Con- 
stitution be  amended  by  changing  the  name  from  "the  Junior  Branch"  to  "U.F.A''- 
Young  People"  This  suggestion  was  rejected,  the  members  expressing  their 
complete  satisfaction  in  the  present  name  and  their  pride  in  being  known  and 
recognized  as  "the  Junior  U.F.A." 

Last  year  the  Department  of  Agriculture  withdrew  the  scholarship  grants 
formerly  awarded  by  them  to  the  two  winners  of  the  Reading  Course  and 
University  Week  examinations,  and  the  U.F.A.  Executive  very  generously  con- 
tributed $75.00  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  and  were  ready  to  allot  the  same 
amount  for  the  1937  Course.  However,  we  now  have  word  from  the  Depart- 
ment that  they  are  making  a  grant  for  1937  of  $150.00  to  be  used  for  two 
scholarships,  as  in  the  past.  The  Juniors  are  very  grateful  and  appreciative 
of  the  help  and  encouragement  of  the  Senior  organization  in  this  matter. 

On  May  23rd,  24th  and  25th,  1936,  the  Canadian  Youth  Congress  was  held 
at  Ottawa  at  which  456  delegates  from  329  organizations,  representing  343,000 
youth  met  for  the  first  nation-wide  gathering  of  Canadian  Youth  on  a  non-par- 
tisan, non-sectarian,  non-credal  basis.  At  this  Congress,  after  much  discussion 
and  exchange  of  viewpoints,  the  Congress  endorsed  the  "Declaration  of  Rights 
of  Canadian  Youth"  and  also  accepted  "The  Canadian  Youth  Act"  which  is  to  be 
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amended  by  the  youth  organizations  of  Canada  and  submitted,  in  its  final  form 
to  the  1937  Session  of  the  Dominion  Parliament.  The  Junior  U.F.A.  assisted 
in  sending  the  Alberta  delegates  to  Ottawa  and  each  local  has  since  received 
and  studied  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  the  Canadian  Youth  Act. 

Since  the  Congress,  twenty-four  Youth  Councils  have  already  been  set  up 
throughout  the  Dominion,  three  of  these  being  in  Alberta. 

A  three-day  provincial  Youth  Camp  was  held  at  Sylvan  Lake  last  Septem- 
ber when  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  Conference  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Provincial  Youth  Council,  to  act  as  a  meeting  ground  for  all  youth  organiza- 
tions for  the  discussion  of  and  action  upon  problems  vitally  concerning  youth. 
This  has  not  yet  been  held. 

Canadian  delegates  to  the  World  Youth  Congress  at  Geneva  in  September 
last  were  nominated  at  the  Ottawa  Congress.  Since  their  return,  a  Continua- 
tions Committee  has  been  set  up  in  Toronto  to  superintend  the  carrying  on  of 
this  work.  Almost  every  week  they  forward  to  all  provincial  and  local  Coun- 
cils in  the  Dominion  copies  of  materials  available;  minutes  of  meetings  of  their 
Committee ;  suggestions  for  consideration  and  stud}'  at  group  meetings  and  gen- 
eral information  of  interest  to  the  branches  of  the  Youth  movement.  The  next 
Canadian  Congress  will  be  held  at  Ottawa  in  May  1937.  It  would  be  a  fine  thing 
if  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  and  most  progressive  thinking  youth  organiza- 
tions in  the  Dominion — the  Junior  U.F.A. — could  be  represented  at  this  Congress 
— a  representative  of  the  organized  youth  of  Canada. 

The  aim  and  effort  of  everyone  this  year  should  be  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  our  Junior  branch  and  to  do  this  more  effectively  we  must  increase  our  num- 
bers and  concentrate  on  taking  every  advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
to  re-organize  old  locals  and  form  new  ones.  We  must  build.  With  the  Junior 
Branch  lies  the  future  of  the  U.F.A. — an  even  greater  and  stronger  U.F.A.  The 
stuff  of  which  such  an  organization  is  made,  is  available.  Young  people  are 
anxious  to  do  their  part,  but  they  need  encouragement.  Their  ideals  and  en- 
thusiasms need  to  be  directed  and  attached  to  a  worthwhile  purpose,  and  what 
better  purpose  than  our  own  organization? 

WINNIFRED  ELLSTON, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Junior  Branch. 
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ADDRESSES  AND 
REPORTS 

Presented  to  the 

U.RA.  CONVENTION 


PALLISER  HOTEL 

CALGARY 

January,  hUnteeen-Thirty-seven 


Annual  Presidential  Address 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

It  is  my  privilege  once  more  to  extend  greetings  and  a  cordial  welcome 
to  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this,  the  twenty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of 
"the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta."  There  are  many  important  questions  that  will 
come  before  you  for  discussion  and  decision.  May  I  express  the  hope  that  deci- 
sions arrived  at  will  not  only  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  those  to  whom  this 
organization  is  primarily  in  existence  to  serve,  but  also  that  these  policies  will 
ensure  greater  usefulness  and  stability  of  the  U.F.A.  ? 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  passing  of  a  number  of  our  mem- 
bers. Many  of  these  had  been  members  of  the  U.F.A.  almost  since  its  incep- 
tion. They  gave  unstintingly  of  their  time  and  resources  in  building  up  and 
increasing  the  usefulness  of  our  organization,  firmly  believing  that  in  the  U.F.A. 
we  had  a  valuable  instrument  capable  of  assisting  the  farmer  in  securing  a 
greater  measure  of  justice.  To  the  relatives  of  the  departed  we  extend  our 
deepest  sympathy. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  our  Vice-President, 
Miss  Birch,  our  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  also  to  the  other  members  of  the  staff 
at  Head  Office.  Their  devotion  to  the  organization  and  their  attention  to  the 
various  tasks  assigned  merit  our  approval. 

The  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Committee  will  be  placed 
before  the  Convention  for  your  consideration.  The  report  will  demonstrate  that 
during  the  last  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  development  of 
co-operative  purchasing  of  farm  supplies.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this 
development  has  been  accomplished  without  asking  our  members  to  subscribe  any 
capital.  The  loyalty  of  our  members  to  the  ideals  of  co-operation  plus  the  per- 
sistance  of  our  Co-operative  Committee  and  the  efforts  of  Central  Office  Staff 
have  made  the  progress  achieved  possible.  I  commend  to  the  consideration  of 
our  members  the  desirability  of  taking  full  advantage  of  this  service,  thereby 
demonstrating  in  a  practical  way  the  ideals  of  co-operation.  When  presenting 
my  annual  address  to  past  conventions  it  did  not  seem  necessary  to  me  to  dwell 
at  any  length  on  matters  relating  solely  to  the  internal  economy  of  the  organiza- 
tion. I  therefore  embraced  the  opportunity  of  discussing  questions  of  economic 
importance  not  only  to  the  agricultural  population,  but  to  the  people  as  a  whole. 
On  this  occasion  I  deem  it  advisable  to  discuss  at  greater  length  than  formerly 
the  present  position  of  the  organization. 

For  several  years  after  I  was  elected  president  the  membership  steadily 
increased  and  our  financial  standing,  while  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  was 
fairly  good.  A  year  ago  I  regretted  to  have  to  report  a  very  substantial 
decrease  in  our  membership.  I  regret  that  again  I  have  to  report  a  further 
decline  in  membership.  The  following  figures  relating  to  membership  are  sig- 
nificant. The  total  number  of  members  for  the  year  1934  was  14,  862;  for  1935, 
10,020  and  for  1936,  5,822.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  decrease  in  1935  from  1934 
was  4,842  and  the  decrease  in  1936  from  1935  was  4,198  or  a  total  decrease  in 
two  years  of  9,040  members.  Under  ordinary  conditions  this  large  decrease 
in  membership  would  be  alarming  but,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances, 
while  I  feel  keenly  disappointed  I  do  not  feel  dismayed  or  even  disheartened. 
We  may  just  as  well  face  the  issue  and  acknowledge  that  the  decision  of  the 
annual  convention  of  two  years  ago  in  regard  to  Social  Credit  has  been  respon- 
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sible  for  the  decrease  in  membership.  This  decision  was  arrived  at  after  listen- 
ing to  a  lengthy  address  by  Air.  Aberhart,  ihe  principal  exponent  of  Social 
Credit  in  Alberta,  followed  by  a  question  period  and  a  further  lengthy  discussion 
by  the  delegates  attending  the  Convention.  The  vote  on  the  question  demon- 
strated that  a  large  majority  of  the  delegates  were  convinced  that  the  social 
credit  proposals  were  economically  unsound.  At  this  point  let  us  pause  and 
remember  that  since  its  inception  the  U.F.A.  has  been  proud  and  justly  so,  of 
its  educational  endeavours.  Recent  events,  however,  raise  doubts  in  my  mind 
as  to  whether  our  educational  programs,  splendid  though  they  were,  went  far 
enough  to  permit  our  members  to  secure  a  reasonable  understanding  of  the 
development  and  nature  of  the  present  economic  system,  and  a  fair  knowledge 
of  the  economic  forces  that  are  responsible  for  the  primary  producer  ieceiving 
so  meagre  a  reward  in  exchange  for  his  efforts.  If  this  conclusion  is  incorrect, 
then  what  is  the  explanation  of  a  virtual  stampede  of  farmers  to  the  support  of 
a  policy  that  promises  goods  and  services  wilhout  cost  to  the  recipients  and, 
further,  as  has  been  stated  on  many  occasions  without  taking  from  the  rich  in 
order  to  give  to  the  poor.  I  suggest  that  if  we  hope  to  retain  a  stable  member- 
ship the  time  has  arrived  when  the  educational  program  of  our  organization 
requires  careful  study,  to  the  end  that  it  will  be  more  effective  in  furnishing  to 
our  farm  people  information  that  will  give  them  a  clearer  conception  of  the 
problems  with  which  we  are  faced.  We  must  first  understand  our  problems 
before  we  can  hope  to  develop  effective  policies  to  meet  these  problems. 

The  financial  standing  of  our  organization  merits  close  attention  at  all 
times,  but  it  is  perhaps  more  important  during  periods  of  stress  similar  to  that 
through  which  we  have  passed  during  the  last  two  years.  Your  Board  of  Direc- 
tors met  as  usual  immediately  after  the  last  convention  and  organization  work 
was  one  of  the  chief  topics  discussed.  The  majority  of  the  Board  held  the  view 
that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  undertake  organization  work  until  such  time 
as  some  of  the  bitter  feelings  created  during  the  elections  of  the  previous  year 
had  subsided.  Furthermore,  after  convention  expenses  had  been  met  there  were 
no  funds  available  for  this  work  and  for  a  time  Central  Office  was  dependent 
upon  the  small  amount  of  dues  paid  at  that  time.  This  financial  stringency  was 
relieved  by  monies  received  from  the  Wheat  Pool  in  settlement  of  requisitions 
signed  by  members  in  1930.  The  total  amount  of  money  received  from  this 
source  was  $8,516.77  and  was  distributed  as  follows:  Central  Office,  $3,691.25; 
U.F.A.  Limited,  $2,159.16;  Local  Credits,  $1,618.96;  Federal  Political  Associa- 
tions, $682.17;  Provincial  Political  Associations,  $365.23.  The  receipt  of  these 
funds  relieved  the  financial  stringency  at  Central  Office,  but  keeping  in  mind  the 
smaller  receipts  from  dues  paid  by  members  your  Executive  felt  that  it  was 
advisable  to  conserve  our  financial  resources  as  much  as  possible.  Less  money 
than  usual  was  spent  by  your  officers  and  members  of  the  Board  in  organization 
work  with  the  result  that  we  closed  the  financial  year  with  a  substantial  surplus 
as  is  disclosed  by  the  balance  sheet  to  be  found  in  your  programs.  In  my  judg- 
ment it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  to  exercise  close  supervision  over  expen- 
diture for  some  time  to  come.  I  cannot  contemplate  with  complacency  the  possi- 
bility of  our  organization  being  in  debt,  as  I  feel  that  if  this  condition  prevails 
much  of  our  usefulness  would  be  destroyed. 

It  was  with  deep  regret  that  the  Executive  finally  decided  to  suspend  the 
publication  of  "The  United  Farmer."  It  will  be  remembered  that  our  organiza- 
tion commenced  to  publish  a  paper  in  1922  under  the  name  of  the  "U.F.A."  Our 
last  convention  discussed  at  some  length  the  financial  position  of  "'The  United 
Farmer"  and,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  drain  on  Central  Office  funds  the 
majority  of  the  delegates  taking  part  in  the  discussion  expressed  the  hope  that 
ways  and  means  would  be  found  to  continue  its  publication.  The  matter  was 
finally  referred  to  the  incoming  Board  with  power  to  act.  Your  Board  spent 
considerable  time  in  exploring  every  possible  avenue  through  which  publishing 
costs  could  be  reduced.  The  revenue  of  the  paper  was  derived  from  two  main 
sources,  namely :  a  part  of  the  dues  paid  by  members  and  income  from  adver- 
tising. It  will  be  readily  recognized  that  these  sources  of  revenue  were  at  the 
best  uncertain.  The  Board  suggested  methods  by  which  some  reduction  in 
costs  could  be  effected  but  keeping  in  mind  the  uncertainty  of  the  revenue,  the 
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Board  left  the  final  decision  to  the  Executive  with  the  instruction  that  publica- 
tion be  continued  if  at  all  possible.  The  Executive  recognized  the  value  of  the 
paper  to  our  members  and  although  some  reduction  in  costs  was  effected,  the 
revenues  continued  to  be  less  than  sufficient  to  meet  expenditures,  therefore  we 
were  reluctantly  forced  to  decide  to  suspend  publication.  May  I  express  the 
hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  once  more  be  in  a  position 
to  publish  our  own  paper. 

I  feel  sure  that  you  would  wish  me  to  express  our  deep  appreciation  to  Mr. 
Smith  and  Miss  Turner  for  their  years  of  valuable  and  faithful  service,  and 
further,  to  wish  them  every  success  in  their  efforts  to  provide  the  farmers  of 
Alberta  with  a  paper  published  in  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  population 
of  this  province. 

In  my  last  annual  address  I  dealt  at  some  length  with  the  wheat  situation 
drawing  attention  to  the  factors  that  were  responsible  for  the  excess  surplus 
of  wheat,  and  the  consequent  decline  in  wheat  values.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  agam  discuss  the  events  that  were  responsible  for  the  disastrous  decline  in 
wheat  prices  nor  is  it  my  intention  to  enumerate  the  various  efforts  made  to 
relieve  the  situation.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment's policy  was  to  fill  the  vacant  spaces  of  the  Western  Provinces  with  new 
settlers.  As  an  inducement  to  new  settlers  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  fertile 
lands  of  Western  Canada  were  particularly  adapted  to  the  production  of  the 
world's  finest  quality  of  wheat  and  other  grain  products.  It  is  true  that  the 
possibilities  of  the  production  of  the  types  of  agricultural  products  were  also 
mentioned  but  the  emphasis  was  always  centered  on  wheat.  The  result  of  this 
policy  was  that  the  production  of  wheat  and  other  cereals  was  and  still  is  the 
foundation,  upon  which  the  economic  structure  of  the  west  was  built.  It  is 
true  that  the  production  of  agricultural  products  other  than  cereals  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  the  economic  life  of  the  west  but  wheat  still  occupies 
and  is  likely  to  occupy  for  a  long  time  the  premier  position.  It  is  therefore 
important  that  the  wheat  grower  should  first  of  all  use  the  most  effective  method 
of  production  in  order  that  costs  are  reduced  to  the  minimum.  This  is  import- 
ant but  it  is  not  sufficient  under  present  conditions.  Under  normal  conditions 
the  sale  of  wheat  in  the  world's  market  is  highly  competitive ;  it  is  therefore 
essential  that  the  cost  of  production  must  be  as  low  as  possible,  but  also  that 
the  cost  of  transportation,  handling  charges,  and  other  costs  that  intervene  be- 
tween the  producer  and  consumer  be  closely  scrutinized  for  possible  savings. 
To  this  end  the  farmers  have  organized  and  financed  a  grain  company  and  the 
Western  Wheat  pools.  These  organizations  have  been  so  efficiently  managed 
that  the  necessary  handling  charges  between  the  original  point  of  shipment  and 
the  pcmt  of  export  have  b-een  reduced  to  the  minimum,  further,  ihrough  the 
efforts  of  these  organizations  the  producer  is  assured  of  better  treatment  in 
regard  to  grade  and  weight.  At  this  point  may  I  emphasise  the  necessity  of 
the  farmer  continuing  to  patronize  his  own  grain  handling  organizations,  other- 
wise he  cannot  expect  them  to  continue  to  render  the  service  and  protection 
that  they  have  afforded  in  the  past.  The  producer  is  not  content  to  rest  at  this 
point  of  achievement  having  particular  regard  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  sales 
of  wheat  for  export  are  made  through  the  grain  exchanges.  The  grain  ex- 
change is  the  medium  through  which  speculation  in  grain  takes  place.  The 
producer  strenuously  objects  to  the  products  of  his  toil  being  subject  to  specula- 
tion. He  feels  that  the  product  subject  to  speculation  must  and  does  bear  the 
cost,  therefore  it  is  detrimental  to  the  producers  interest.  To  avoid  this  con- 
dition the  producers  and  the  Wheat  Pools  have  for  many  years  advocated  a 
central  selling  agency  in  the  form  of  a  Wheat  Board.  Legislation  to  meet  this 
request  was  passed  and  the  Board  commenced  to  function  in  the  fall  of  1935. 
The  minimum  price  recommended  by  the  Board  and  set  by  Order-in-Council 
was  87^4c.  per  bushel  No.  1  northern,  f.o.b.  Fort  William.  The  purpose  of  this 
minimum  was  to  guarantee  at  least  this  price  to  the  producer  and  although  the 
price  went  below  the  minimum  on  several  occasions  the  farmer  still  received 
the  minimum  price  irrespective  of  the  time  he  sold  his  wheat.  The  arrangement 
for  this  year  was  that  the  price  of  wheat  must  go  below  90c.  per  bushel  No.  1 
Northern,  f.o.b.  Fort  William,  before  the  Board  was  allowed  to  purchase  wheat, 
and,  inasmuch  as  the  price  never  fell  below  this  figure  since  the  passing  of  the 
Order-in-Council  as  far  as  I  am  aware  the  Board  has  not  handled  any  of  this 
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year's  crop.  It  seems  foolish  to  provide  legislation  creating  a  Wheat  Board, 
paying  salaries  and  expenses  and  then  passing  Orders-in-Council  that  prevent 
it  from  functioning.  The  producers  have  a  right  to  expect  different  treatments 
and  furthermore,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  influence  was  responsible 
for  the  present  state  of  affairs.  Is  it  presumed  by  those  who  are  responsible 
that  we,  the  producers,  ought  to  be  grateful  to  the  government  for  appointing 
a  commission  of  inquiry  to  let  us  know  what  is  good  for  us  and  how  to  dis- 
pose of  the  product  of  our  labour?  We  have  had  several  commissions  of  en- 
ciuiry  in  recent  times  as  herein  enumerated;  The  Commission  of  Enquiry  of 
192,5-25,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Justice  Turgeon ;  The  Saskatchewan 
Royal  Enquiry  of  1926,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Chief  Justice  J.  F.  Brown 
and  the  Royal  Commission  of  1931  headed  by  Sir  Josiah  Stamp.  All  the  evi- 
dence given  before  these  Commissions  is  at  present  available.  If  information 
is  required  relating  to  the  operation  of  the  Wheat  Board  and  the  efforts  of  the 
former  government  to  stabilize  the  market,  this  can  be  leadily  secured  from 
the  present  members  of  the  Board  and  the  Board's  accounting  and  statistical 
staff  and  further  if  this  is  not  sufficient  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  will 
be  able  to  supply  any  further  information  that  is  needed. 

Why  all  this  extra  expenditure  of  money  when  we  realize  that  any  informa- 
tion that  the  present  commission,  may  collect  is  now  available  or  can  be  secured 
from  the  sources  I  have  indicated  at  little  or  no  extra  cost.  The  reason  for 
the  commissions  appointment  is  not  at  present  apparent,  the  producers  would 
under  the  circumstances  be  well  advised  to  be  on  the  alert  and  ready  to  act  if 
anything  prejudicial  to  their  interest  is  contained  in  the  final  report  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  Commission  or  any  action  contemplated  by  the  Government. 

The  excess  surplus  of  world  wheat  has  almost  disappeared  causing  some 
apprehension  in  wheat  importing  countries  as  to  future  supplies.  Drought  in 
Western  Canada,  the  United  States  and  to  a  lesser  degree  in  Australia  has 
been  the  main  reason  for  the  reduction  of  the  wheat  surplus.  This  condition  to- 
gether with  the  fear  of  a  possible  European  conflict  has  been  responsible  for 
the  spectacular  rise  in  the  price  of  wheat.  Those  who  have  harvested  a  fair 
crop  the  rise  in  price  has  been  welcomed,  but  to  those,  who  through  drought, 
hail  and  other  natural  causes  have  no  grain  to  sell,  the  disappointment  is 
extreme.  It  is  doubtful  that  even  with  the  higher  prices,  the  total  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  sale  of  grain  in  the  province  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  total 
cost  of  preparing  and  seeding  the  area  in  crop  last  year. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  we  may  in  the  near  future  have  a  return  of  normal 
weather  conditions  and  if  so,  much  larger  crops  than  those  of  recent  years. 
We  must  not  forget  that  there  is  still  not  less  than  fifteen  million  acres  of 
land  under  cultivation  over  and  above  what  is  required  to  produce  sufficient 
grain  to  meet  the  world  demand,  provided  weather  conditions  are  normal.  With 
a  return  to  norma!  production  and  provided  no  war  intervenes  we  can  readily 
visualize  the  possibility  of  gradually  increasing  world  supplies  of  wheat  to  the 
point  that  we  may  have  a  surplus  equal  to  that  which  we  have  witnessed  in 
recent  years.  The  return  of  a  similar  condition  would  be  a  catastrophe  to  the 
producer.  Under  a  sane  economic  system  surpluses  of  commodities  that  could 
be  readily  stored  without  much  deterioration  would  be  welcome.  Unfortunately 
we  do  not  have  such  a  system  at  present,  therefore,  we  must  be  prepared  to 
give  some  consideration!  as  to  what  can  be  done  to  relieve  the  situation  if  we 
are  faced  with  a  similar  condition  to  that  through  which  we  have  just  passed 
in  regard  to  surplus  wheat.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  we  need  a  central  sell- 
ing agency  such  as  the  Wheat  Board  in  normal  times,  but  a  Wheat  Board  with 
experience  would  be  invaluable  to  the  producers  in  times  of  stress,  irrespective 
of  the  cause  that  created  the  problem.  The  Government  could  use  the  services 
of  an  experienced  Central  Selling  Agency  in  putting  into  effect  policies  deemed 
necessary  to  meet  any  serious  contingency.  Such  contingencies  will  undoubtedly 
arise  in  the  future  and  now  is  the  proper  time  to  prepare  for  them.  I  there- 
fore hope  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  recommendations  of  the  Turgeon 
Commission,  the  government  will  not  interfere  with  the  Wheat  Board  legislation 
except  where  it  is  found  necessary  to  amend  the  Act  so  as  to  permit  the  Board 
to  function  efficiently  and  effectively.  The  wheat  producers  of  the  West  feel 
that  they  are  entitled  to  reasonable  consideration  and  the  request  for  an  efficient 
Wheat  Board  is  reasonable. 
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May  I  now  turn  to  one  of  the  most  important  matters  affecting  the  agricul- 
tural industry,  debt  and  legislation  relating  to  debt.  The  first  legislation  of 
note  designed  to  give  some  protection  to  the  farmer  debtor  was  passed  by  the 
U.F.A.  Government.  At  first  it  applied  to  farmers  only  and  was  believed  to 
be  necessary  by  virtue  of  the  catastrophic  decline  in  the  price  of  farm  produce 
subsequent  to  the  termination  of  the  war.  Prices  of  farm  products  decline 
more  rapidly  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  price  of  other  goods  and  services. 
The  spread  in  prices  was  so  great  that  the  farmer  was  unable  to  meet  his 
obligations,  hence  the  necessity  for  this  legislation.  At  first  it  applied  only  to 
certain  areas  in  the  province,  later  it  was  found  necessary  to  not  only  pro- 
gressively increase  the  protection  but  to  extend  it  to  the  whole  of  the  province 
and  also  to  classes  other  than  farmers.  It  was  hoped  and  expected  that  this 
type  of  legislation  would  be  of  a  temporary  nature,  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
depression  it  was  found  necessary  to  periodically  extend  the  protection,  finally 
culminating  in  the  passing  of  The  Agricultural  Stabilization  Act  of  1935.  This 
Act  provided  greater  protection  to  the  farmers  of  Alberta  than  similar  legisla- 
tion elsewhere  inasmuch  as  it  permitted  the  farmer  to  letain  from  the  sale 
of  his  produce,  production  costs  plus  a  reasonable  amount  for  living  expenses 
before  being  expected  to  meet  his  other  obligations.  For  some  reason  that  has 
not  been  very  satisfactorily  explained,  this  Act  was  repealed  at  the  last  regular 
session  of  the  legislature.  The  government,  however,  at  the  Special  Session  last 
fall,  through  amendments  to  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  re-enacted  some  of  the 
important  sections  of  The  Agricultural  Stablization  Act.  May  I  congratulate 
the  government  in  their  change  in  attitude  in  regard  to  this  important  matter. 

The  former  Federal  government  realized  that  the  farmers  of  Canada  were 
facing  an  impossible  task  in.  attempting  to  liquidate  their  liabilities  and  had 
legislation  passed  by  Parliament  entitled  "The  Farmers'  Creditors  Arrangement 
Act."  The  purpose  of  this  act  was  to  provide  for  the  reduction  of  farm  debts 
to  a  point  within  the  ability  of  the  farmer  to  pay.  At  first  I  was  dubious  in 
recommending  farmers  to  make  use  of  this  legislation  because  as  soon  as  a 
farmer  makes  application  for  a  compromise  of  his  indebtedness  through  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  he  loses  the  protection  afforded  hiin  under  Section  2  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  protection  given  the  farmer  under  this  section  is 
that  the  farmer's  creditors  cannot  force  him  through  bankruptcy,  the  farmer 
can  only  become  bankrupt  through  his  own  application  to  the  proper  court.  I 
have  followed  very  closely  the  action  of  the  provincial  Board  of  Review  and 
must  confess  that  I  am  quite  satisfied  in  regard  to  the  attitude  which  the  Board 
has  adopted  toward  the  farmer,  and  further,  so  long  as  the  Board  retains  this 
attitude  there  should  be  no  hesitation  by  any  farmer  burdened  with  debt  in 
consulting  with  the  official  receiver  in  his  judicial  district  with  a  view  to  apply- 
ing for  a  compromise  of  his  liabilities. 

Governments  who  were  responsible  for  instituting  this  type  of  legislation 
were  evidently  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  doing  something  to  meet  as 
far  as  possible,  the  debt  problem  of  the  farmer.  I  am  convinced  that  they 
acted  not  only  in  good  faith  but  also  with  the  hope  that  the  blighting  effects  of 
debt  could  be  overcome.  In  a  few  cases,  this  hope  may  be  realized,  but,  in  the 
majority  of  cases  it  can  only  be  a  hope  and  for  the  reason  that  debt  is  inherent 
in  and  inseparable  from  the  competitive  profit  system.  I  admit  that  it  is 
possible  to  transfer  debt  from  one  person,  to  another  but  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  it  is  possible  under  the  present  system  to  substantially  reduce  the  total 
debt  by  actual  payment  and  for  the  following  reasons:  Debt  is  so  inseparable 
from  the  present  economic  system  that  if  by  legislation  or  any  other  arbitrary 
method  all  debt  was  wiped  out  in  Canada  today  by  tomorrow  we  would  have 
commenced  to  build  up  a  new  structure  of  debt  that  would  eventually  be  as 
extensive  and  burdensome  as  it  is  now.  Governments,  Companies  and  persons 
get  into  debt  because  they  borrow  and  use  goods  and  services  that  they  can- 
not pay  for  at  the  time.  This  implies  that,  not  only  must  there  be  those  who 
need  goods  and  services  that  they  cannot  pay  for  at  the  time  but  it  also  implies 
that  there  must  be  those  who  have  a  surplus  of  goods  and  services  that  they 
cannot  consume  or  use  and  are  therefore  willing  to  loan  on  terms  and  con- 
ditions determined  largely  by  the  creditor  class.  Conversely,  there  can  be  pay- 
ment of  debt  only  to  the  extent  and  ability  of  the  creditor  class  to  consume 
or  use  goods  and  services. 
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A  few  years  ago  a  Committee  of  the  Canadian  House  of  Commons  investi- 
gated the  debt  problem  and  found  that  the  total  known  debt  in  Canada  was  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  between  12  and  13  billion  dollars.  To  pay  this  debt  in 
full  would  mean  that  the  creditor  class  would  have  to  consume  or  use  12  to 
13  billion  dollars  worth  of  goods  and  services.  Keeping  in  mind  the  steady 
progress  of  the  concentration  of  wealth,  we  can  readily  visualize  the  impossible 
task  of  meeting  our  obligations  in  full  under  the  present  debt  creating  system. 
The  present  legislation  will  to  some  extent,  protect  the  helpless  debtor  but  it 
will  never  solve  the  problem.  It  cannot  increase  the  consuming  capacity  of 
the  creditor  class  to  the  point  where  debtors  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
supplying  their  creditors  with  goods  and  services  and  thereby  meeting  their 
obligations  in  full.  An  economic  system  based  on  equity  and  justice  is  the 
(  nly  hope  whereby  we  can  escape  from  the  misery  and  degradation  that  accom- 
panies debt. 

There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  desire  to  refer  and  it  is  probably 
the  most  important  at  the  present.  In  recent  times  we  have  witnessed  the 
struggle  between  the  forces  of  those  who  stand  for  the  conservation  and  devel- 
opment of  democratic  institutions  and  those  who  in  order  to  preserve  their 
privileges,  advocate,  and  back  up  with  force  movements  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  dictatorship.  There  are  several  countries  ruled  by  dictators  whose 
power  is  absolute  through  the  use  of  military  force.  Undoubtedly  the  majority 
of  the  residents  of  these  countries  would  have  preferred  a  democratic  govern- 
ment with  all  that  this  implies,  in  the  exercise  of  free  speech,  assembly  and  a 
free  press.  The  main  reason  for  the  triumph  of  re-action  over  democratic  ideals 
was  that,  those  who  supported  these  ideals  were  hopelessly  divided  into  many- 
groups  and  were  readily  subdued  by  the  smaller  but  more  efficiently  organized 
forces  of  re-action.  These  disastrous  results  should  be  a  warning  to  the  resi- 
dents of  countries  where  the  blighting  effect  of  a  dictatorship  has  not  as  yet  ap- 
peared. Division  in  the  ranks  of  these  who  stand  for  democracy  is  one  of  our 
greatest  dangers.  There  never  was  a  time  in  history  when  there  was  a  greater 
need  for  tolerance.  Through  training,  environment  and  for  other  reasons  we 
are  apt  to  view  important  events  and  proposals  from  various  angles  and  very 
often  without  attempting  to  try  and  understand  the  viewpoint  of  others.  What 
can  and  has  happened  to  a  country  through  the  division  of  the  progressive 
forces,  can  and  may  happen  to  an  organization.  I  feel  sure  that  one  of  the 
most  important  questions  that  will  be  decided  by  this  convention  will  be  as  to 
whether  we  will  as  an  organization  continue  in  active  politics.  I  do  not  know 
what  your  decision  may  be,  but,  at  this  time  I  appeal  to  our  members  to  con- 
solidate our  ranks  irrespective  of  the  Convention's  decision  on  this  and  other 
important  matters.  I  hold  the  view  that  in  any  democratic  organization  the  will 
of  the  majority  must  prevail.  If  as  members  we  adopt  any  other  attitude  and 
there  is  a  split  in  our  ranks  when  important  decisions  are  made,  then  there  is 
no  hope  for  the  survival  and  development  of  democratic  ideals  and  institutions. 
I  feel  sure  that  our  loyalty  to  the  U.F.A.  will  be  such  that,  while  there  may  be 
some  disappointment  at  what  may  transpire  at  the  Convention,  this  disappoint- 
ment will  not  be  sufficient  to  in  any  way  dampen  our  enthusiasm  in  our  efforts 
to  improve  the  usefulness  of  our  organization,  nor  weaken  the  determination  of 
our  members  to  reach  the  objectives  that  we  have  in  view. 

R.  GARDINER. 
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ADDRESS  BY  PRESIDENT  U.F.W.A.  TO  THE 
U.F.A.  CONVENTION,  JANUARY,  1937 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

As  representative  of  the  women  within  the  organization,  it  is  my  pleasure 
to  again  this  year  speak  to  this  Convention  of  men  and  women  of  the  farms. 
To  you  I  bring  greetings  from  the  United  Farm  Women  and  good  wishes  for 
an  interesting  and  successful  convention.  We  trust  that  this  week  will  mark 
the  end  of  the  lethargy  and  confusion  with  which  we  seem  to  be  determined 
to  surround  our  organization,  for  unless  we  are  seeking  to  completely  destroy 
the  movement  which  in  the  years  of  its  existence,  has  done  so  much  for  agri- 
culture and  general  well  being,  we  must  emerge  from  this  week's  gathering 
with  ever  higher  ideals  and  with  decision  for  concerted  action  to  bring  into 
effect  our  visions  of  happier  conditions  of  living. 

In  presenting  the  report  of  the  Women"s  Branch,  I  pause  to  pay  tribute  to 
Mrs.  Sears,  a  dearly  loved  President  of  former  years,  whose  death  occurred 
curing  the  year.  Quiet,  unassuming,  beloved  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  many 
of  whom  called  her  Mother  Sears  in  affectionate  greeting,  her  enthusiastic 
interest  in  the  work  of  our  organization,  and  in  all  effort  for  finer  and  happier 
living,  never  flagged.    Our  lives  are  the  richer  because  she  lived. 

Another,  who  left  us  this  year  was  Mrs.  Agnes  Postans,  who  for  years  was 
a  member  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Board.  We  would  record  our  regret  at  her  passing 
and  our  sympathy  with  the  members  of  her  family  in  their  bereavement. 

There  is  still  another  whom  I  should  like  to  mention  here.  Although  not 
a  member  of  our  organization,  he  contributed  greatly  in  his  many  addresses  at 
U.F.W.A.  Conferences  and  Conventions  to  dispell  the  ignorance  we  all  possess 
regarding  mental  diseases.  I  refer  to  Dr.  Baragar.  If  the  women  of  the  organ- 
ization have  a  more  sympathetic  attitude  toward  mental  breakdown  and  a  little 
more  knowledge  of  what  the  application  of  enlightened  policies  and  modern 
treatment  of  mental  diseases  can  do  for  restoration  to  health  and  happiness,  it 
is  largely  due  to  this  able  psychiatrist  who  died  last  spring.  The  province  could 
ill  afford  to  lose  so  great  a  man.  The  United  Farm  Women  record  profound 
regret  at  his  parsing. 

Another  strenuous  year  has  passed  and  during  that  year  I  have  attended 
many,  many  meetings  and  have  reallv  developed  into  a  first  class  hitch  hiker — 
having  travelled  hundreds  of  miles  in  my  work  about  the  province  through  the 
kindly  generosity  of  those  who  found  a  place  for  me  in  their  cars.  To  all  these 
from  the  Peace  River  in  the  north  to  the  southern  boundary,  and  from  East 
to  West,  I  extend  my  grateful  thanks,  and  I  would  also  include  all  those  other 
folk,  in  town  and  country,  who  accorded  me  the  kind  hospitality  of  their  homes. 

I  have  found  the  women  in  the  organization  quietly  and  efficiently,  carrying 
on  the  work,  along  the  same  lines  as  formerly.  Many  locals  have  lost  member- 
ship, others  have  kept  their  quota,  and  others  have  had  increased  membership. 

The  Conferences  have  been  exceptionally  interesting  and  well  attended. 
Not  often  does  one  find  finer  exhibits  of  beautiful  handicraft  than  is  found  at 
Conference  exhibits,  while  the  programs  are  most  carefully  planned.  No  Con- 
stituency but  has  held  at  least  one  of  these  "get-togethers,"  while  others  have 
held  several.  Probably  we  shall  one  day  arrive  at  the  decision  to  hold  a  Pro- 
vincial Conference  during  the  summer  and  thus  eliminate  the  necessity  for 
arranging  two  Convention  programs  in  January.    Many  of  the  women  are  com- 
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ing  to  realize  that  the  January  Convention  should  be  a  joint  one,  or  at  least 
that  a  joint  session  should  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence  during  Convention 
week.  The  Farm  Women's  Rest  Weeks  were  held  again  this  year  at  the  Schools 
of  Agriculture  at  Olds  and  Vermilion.  These  weeks,  like  the  Conferences,  can- 
not be  too  highly  praised  and  the  staffs  at  both  these  Schools  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated for  the  excellently  arranged  programs  of  recreation  and  education 
with  which  the  days  are  filled. 

The  United  Farm  Women  affiliated  this  year  with  the  Canadian  Association 
lor  Adult  Education,  of  which  Association  Mr.  E.  A.  Corbet  is  Director.  We 
are  firm  believers  in  Adult  Education  and  hope  to  gain  much  by  this  affiliation. 

The  Junior  Conference  was,  as  always,  a  wonderful  week.  As  you  will  hear 
more  of  it  during  Junior  Hour  on  this  Convention  program,  I  shall  not  pause 
to  comment  further. 

Last  year  1  spoke  to  you  at  length  of  the  many  phases  of  the  Women's 
Branch.  I  must  not  deal  with  them  again  in  this  report  only  to  say  that  the 
interest  in  all  continues.  We  still  contribute  to  the  Alberta  Maternity  Fund — 
that  fund  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  last  year  and  because  of  its  importance  would 
call  further  .mention  to  it.  The  fund  which  is  made  up  of  contributions  from 
various  organized  groups  of  women, —  I.O.D.E.,  W.I.  and  U.F.W.A.  —  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  assistance  to  the  needy  expectant  mothers  in  this  province. 
Evidently  nothing  has  happened  since  last  year  to  make  the  lot  of  the  poor 
less  miserable  and  the  need  for  this  Fund  is  not  less  necessary  than  it  has  been 
s,ince  its  inception. 

We  hear  a  tremendous  shouting  of  improved  conditions,  that  the  old  cycle 
is  once  more  on  the  upgrade.  It  is  quite  true  the  price  of  wheat  has  sky- 
locketted;  it  is  also  true  that  on  many  farms  there  is  little  or  no  wheat  to  sell. 
It  is  true  that  living  costs  are  higher  and  truer  still  that  many  on  farms  and 
in  town  have  not  additional  purchasing  power  to  meet  the  increased  costs  of 
living  and  the  iniquitous  sales  tax  which  1936  brought  us — the  new  2%  of  the 
Province  and  the  increased  2%  of  the  Federal,  makes  4  cents  less  on  every 
dollar  of  purchasing  power,  and  if  the  purchases  are  small  in  price,  the  cost 
of  the  tax  per  dollar  is  greater. 

It  doesn't  make  conditions  one  whit  easier  for  the  farm  Mother  to  know 
that  wheat  sells  for  over  a  dollar  a  bushel  in  January  and  that  last  summer 
the  drought,  the  grasshoppers,  or  the  hail,  destroyed  the  crop  in  which  her 
personal  interest  was  placed.  Neither  is  the  disappointment  of  the  farmer  who 
was  obliged  to  sell  in  early  fall  for  75  cents  or  so  a  bushel,  any  less  keen  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  someone  else  who  could  afford  to  hold  his  grain,  received 
up  to  35  cents  per  bushel  more  for  produce  of  the  same  grade. 

Improved  conditions :  yes,  on  the  farms  where  good  crops  nrevailed,  but 
destitution  in  hundreds  of  others  where  there  was  no  produce  to  sell.  Im- 
proved conditions :  You  will  not  find  any  such  in  the  homes  of  relief  recipients 
and  remember  relief  recipients  have  increased  in  our  province.  And  what  of 
the  unemployed?  We  were  promised  Utopia  during  the  campaigns  previous 
to  the  last  elections,  Provincial  and  Federal.  The  unemployed  were  promised 
a  new  heaven,  well  probably,  they  will  find  it  this  winter  on  the  farms  of  the 
prairies  at  $5.00  a  month.  Of  all  the  ridiculously  unjust  schemes,  this  solution 
offered  for  their  problem,  has  premier  position. 

Continuous  criticism  has  been  heard  of  the  splendid  Stablization  Policy  of 
the  Bennett  Government  whereby  surplus  wheat  accumulated,  and  also  of  the 
cost  to  the  Nation  of  that  policy.  The  present  Government  at  Ottawa  has  been 
most  anxious  that  credit  should  accrue  to  them  for  their  selling  policy  by  which 
that  surplus  has  been  depleted.  Recognition  should,  however,  be  given  the 
fact  that  the  North  American  continent  was  devastated  by  soil  drifting  and 
cruel  drought  which  reduced  the  yield  of  wheat  by  millions  of  bushels  as  well 
as  that  other  fact  that  the  countries  of  Europe  in  their  feverish  preparation 
for  war  have  not  overlooked  the  necessity  for  food  supplies  in  case  of  such 
outbreak  and  have  therefore  made  larger  purchases  of  Canadian  wheat  than 
for  many  eyars.    Hence  there  has  been  greater  opportunity  to  dispose  of  stocks 
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on  hand,  which  at  the  present  time  do  not  appear  to  be  the  undisguised  blessing 
it  seemed  to  the  Government  some  months  ago. 

I  am  glad  to  remember  that  when  the  drought  prevailed  last  summer,  the 
U.F.A.  protested  the  sacrifice  of  this  surplus.  Had  there  remained  a  greater  sur- 
plus to  sell  at  this  higher  price  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  loss  by  the  stablization 
policy  could  have  been  decreased  to  a  greater  degree  and  probably  something 
ever  for  the  wheat  producers.  We  cannot  understand  why  Canada  protests  so 
vigorously  any  subsidy  to  agriculture.  Great  Britain,  United  States  and  some 
other  countries  seem  to  think  it  worth  while  to  bonus  the  farming  industry  to 
a  degree. 

We  do,  however,  give  full  credit  to  the  Federal  Government  for  the  loss 
of  the  Wheat  Board.  The  establishment  of  this  Board  by  the  Bennett  regime 
gave  general  satisfaction  to  Western  farmers  and  we  consider  its  loss  is  a 
major  disaster.  We  should  remember  too,  that  neither  in  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature or  in  the  Federal  House,  during  the  last  sessions,  was  there  any  effective 
voice  raised  in  support  of  this  Board  by  Alberta  representatives,  the  loss  of 
which  is  so  disastrous  to  these  engaged  in  the  production  of  wheat.  Again  I 
am  glad  to  recollect  that  the  U.F.A.  Executive,  Women's  Conferences  and  U.F. 
W.A.  Locals  petitioned  for  the  continuance  of  the  Wheat  Board. 

Richard  Jeffries  said  long  ago,  as  he  ran  his  fingers  through  a  sack  of 
wheat,  "They  are  not  very  heavy  as  they  lie  in  the  palm,  yet  these  little  grains 
are  a  ponderous  weight  that  rules  the  world  ....  the  lords  of  this  world 
are  they  who  hold  the  mastership  of  wheat."  And  we  would  add  the  great 
wealth  of  its  production  has  gone  not  to  the  men  who  toiled  long  hours  and 
watched  its  growth  with  pleasure  and  anxiety  but  rather  to  the  great  Grain  Com- 
panies and  to  those  who  successfully  played  the  markets.  Even  the  radio  seems 
to  be  used  with  success  by  those  who  make  the  markets.  Last  summer  for 
weeks  in  succession,  we  heard  again  and  again  reports  in  the  news  broadcasts 
of  the  awful  devastation  caused  by  the  droughts.  Then  when  harvest  began, 
the  song  changed  and  the  refrain  was  "That  fields  were  better  than  had  been 
expected"  and  this  was  followed  sometime  later  by  the  reports  of  fortunes  made 
by  speculators  on  the  Grain  Exchange  When  we  learn  that  to  the  producer 
of,  and  not  to  the  gambler  in  wheat  or  to  the  Grain  market,  should  go  the 
recompense  for  the  toil  in  its  production,  and  act  accordingly,  something  worth- 
while will  be  done  about  it.  Until  then  we  will  muddle  along  with  a  wheat  prob- 
lem and  a  most  vital  problem  it  is. 

A  short  time  ago  I  was  told  with  unmistakeable  emphasis  that,  "the  pur- 
pose of  this  organization  is  not  to  create  a  new  social  order."  Well  if  its  pur- 
pose is  to  be  satisfied  and  contented  with  "things  as  they  are"  then  the  sooner 
it  goes  out  of  existences  the  better.  But  I  thought,  during  the  long  years  of  work 
together  with  the  men  and  women  in  the  organization  that  the  purpose  of  our 
group  was  to  help  create  a  finer  condition  of  living;  that  our  purpose  was  to 
seek  a  larger  measure  of  security  for  agriculture,  better  marketing  facilities,  to 
acquire  knowledge,  to  educate  ourselves  and  others  to  think,  to  learn  co-operation 
and  that  in  the  meanwhile  to  press  for  reforms.  Many  of  these  ideas  of  ours 
have  become  Acts  on  the  Statute  Books  of  Province  and  Dominion.  We  have 
better  legislation,  health  clinics,  health  units,  hospitalization,  the  Sterilization 
Act  and  so  many  other  reforms  because  we  believed  this,  and  we  could  have 
kept  our  Wheat  Board  had  there  been  unity  among  the  farmers  of  Western 
Canada.  We  contend  that  no  organization  has  any  place  in  today's  changing 
order  that  is  content  to  rest  in  a  self-satisfied  smugly  complacent  plane  of  exist- 
ence. Better  by  far  a  few  live  active  workers  than  hundreds  of  content  do- 
nothings  who  are  satisfied  with  conditions  as  they  are. 

Conditions  as  they  are.  What  have  we  in  this  New  Year  when  the  chances 
of  improvement  are  so  clamorous.  Let  us  look  at  Great  Britain  for  a  moment. 
What  about  the  depressed  areas  of  England  and  Wales  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much  comment  recently.  John  Strachey  in  his  recent  book  "The  Theory  and 
Practise  of  Socialism"  refers  to  Great  Britain  "as  probably  the  richer  and  more 
prosperous  of  the  two  richest  capitalist  countries  of  the  world."    He  also  says 
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of  Britain  that  two-thirds  of  the  population  have  incomes  averaging  £25  per 
year.  Strachey  refers  at  length  to  the  Sir  John  Orr  report,  "Food,  Health  and 
Income."  In  that  official  report  it  is  shown  that  30%  of  Britain's  population 
are  very  seriously  undernourished.  In  fact  only  10%  had  really  plenty  of  all 
foods.  Sir  John  based  his  figures  on  a  survey  for  which  he  was  responsible. 
In  order  to  have  enough  to  eat  the  British  people  would  have  to  consume  80% 
more  milk,  41%  more  butter,  55%  more  eggs,  124%  more  fruit,  87%  more 
vegetables  and  29%  more  meat.  Sir  John  Orr  says  that  elementary  school  boys 
of  thirteen  years  of  age  average  57  inches  in  height,  while  boys  of  the  private 
schools  of  the  same  age  average  63  inches  in  height.  The  one  group  of  boys 
came  from  the  working  class  and  had  not  had  sufficient  food — the  other  from 
the  10%  of  those  who  have  plenty.  The  same  thing  is  borne  out  by  Dr.  Newton 
Ivugelmase,  of  the  New  York  City  Children's  Hospital.  Writing  sometime  ago 
in  the  Scientific  Monthly,  the  Doctor  estimates  that  in  the  United  States  six 
million  children  are  already  scarred  by  the  long  continued  depression.  Weak- 
ened bodies,  stunted  growth  and  various  ailments  and  deformities  are  not,  he 
believes  the  most  serious  aspect  of  the  disaster  that  has  come  to  under-privileged 
and  undernourished  children  of  today.  Physical  deprivation  at  one  age  leads 
to  mental  distortion  at  another  and  these  children  are  likely  to  become  problems 
for  society  as  they  go  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  If  living  standards  are  low- 
in  these  two  richest  nations,  what  about  the  other  countries  of  the  world?  And 
in  Canada  reading  from  a  report  of  the  Canadian  Welfare  Council,  which  was 
published  the  end  of  December  in  Alberta  papers,  we  find  this  statement 
"Despite  undoubted  advances  in  employment  and  trade,  the  number  of  persons 
on  relief  in  Canada  is  larger  at  the  end  of  1936  than  at  the  end  of  1935."  "The 
Council  came  to  the  reluctant  conclusion  that  unemployment  relief  totals  at  the 
year's  end  will  show  an  increase  of  six  to  eight  per  cent  for  Canada  as  a  whole 
over  last  year's  totals  at  this  time.  Further  increases  may  be  expected,  it  said, 
as  dependency  grows  in  the  western  drought  areas.  The  figure  might  run  even 
to  twelve  per  cent  above  last  year's  total  if  all  those  aided  now  through  special 
works  projects,  farm  placement  and  other  schemes  were  included.'"  So  much 
for  Canada  and  you  tell  me  that  the  women,  at  least,  in  our  organization  should 
not  be  concerned  with  these  conditions. 

We  have  watched  the  international  situation.  You  know  and  I  know  that 
the  legislation  which  permitted  conscription  in  Canada  in  1917  is  still  in  force 
and  the  Militia  Act  accordng  to  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1927  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  Section  8,  reads,  "All  male  inhabitants  of  Canada,  of  the  age  of  18 
years  and  upwards,  and  under  60,  not  exempt  or  disqualified  by  law,  and  being 
British  subjects  shall  be  liable  to  service  in  the  Alilitia."  And  so  with  growing 
anxiety  we  mothers  of  sons  have  watched  the  increasing  blackness  of  the  war 
clouds — the  situation  grows  deadly  in  intensity — the  war  preparedness  mounts 
until  it  is  estimated  that  11^2  billion  dollars  is  being  spent  annually  by  seven  of 
the  world's  chief  nations  for  armaments — five  times  as  much  as  was  spent  in  the 
year  before  the  Great  War.  The  intrigue  and  skilled  diplomacy  with  which  the 
figures  on  the  chess  board  of  the  Nations  have  been  moved  in  startling  rapidity 
to  meet  the  need  of  the  immediate  hour.  We  have  watched  the  situation  with 
intense  alarm  knowing  full  well  that  if  Britain  were  involved  in  war,  it  would 
only  be  a  question  of  hours  until  Canada  would  be  involved  also. 

In  the  early  months  of  last  year  we  saw  the  unbelievable  horror  of  a  so-called 
Christian  nation  after  momhs — nay  years — of  coldblooded  deliberate  planning 
take  by  cruel  force  of  aircraft  bombs  and  poison  gas  from  Abyssinia,  the  last 
acres  of  land  that  remained  to  Africans  on  the  continent  of  Africa.  Com- 
munism which  so  many  attest  has  nothing  worse  than  this  to  its  credit.  When 
the  territory  was  won,  or  so  the  leader  decided,  he  signified  his  willingness  to 
come  to  terms  with  other  nations,  if  money  would  be  loaned  him  to  develop 
his  stolen  acres. 

The  year  1936  has  been,  called  the  year  of  repudiation.  In  it  Austria 
demanded  the  right  to  re-arm;  Turkey  to  fortify  the  Dardanelles;  the  Locarno 
Treaty  was  torn  to  shreds  by  Hitler  and  his  troops  placed  again  in  the  Rhineland. 
We  saw  the  failure  of  the  trial  of  "partial  sanctions,"  that  of  collective  security 
?nd  the  collapse  of  the  League  of  Nations. 
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The  final  tragedy  of  the  year  is  the  horror  of  horrors — the  international 
war  being  fought  on  the  soil  of  Spain. 

Prime  Minister  Stanley  Baldwin,  addressing  the  Vimy  Pilgrims  assembled 
in  London  after  their  tour  of  France,  said :  "I  am  confident  of  this — that  if 
the  dead  could  come  back  to  life  today  there  would  be  no  war.  They  would 
never  let  the  younger  generation  take  what  they  did.  They  drank  the  bitter 
cup  of  War  to  the  dregs,  and  if  the  world — Europe  and  the  world — can  find 
no  better  way  of  settling  their  disputes,  than  the  way  of  War  even  now,  when 
we  are  still  finding  and  burying  the  bodies  of  those  who  fell  twenty  years  ago, 
if  they  can  find  no  other  way,  then  the  world  deserves  to  perish." 

A  few  bright  spots  have  occurred  as  well  as  these  tragic  events.  The  Youth 
Conference  at  both  Ottawa  and  Geneva  are  such,  hut  as  they  will  be  dealt  with 
in  the  Junior  Hour,  1  shall  not  comment  further.  And  then  the  rgeat  Peace 
Conference  of  the  Americas  opened  by  President  Roosevelt  has  been  of  vast 
importance.  Over  all  the  chaos  there  has  been  a  strengthening  of  the  desire 
for  peace  and  with  that  desire  for  peace  we  women  of  the  farms  place  our- 
selves. It  may  be  that  some  of  you  here — for  the  so-called  glory  of  war  or 
for  patriotism — would  give  2'our  son  willingly  to  die  in  agony  in  some  stinking 
shell  hole,  or  it  might  be  that  he  would  return  minus  a  limb,  or  his  sight  or  his 
mental  powers,  or  he  might  have  the  opportunity  with  a  nation's  gratitude,  to 
walk  Canadian  streets  in  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed — for  remember  50,000 
Canadian  Veterans  of  the  last  war  do  so  today.    Canada's  gratitude  for  service. 

Not  to  create  a  new  order !  Are  we  women  of  the  U.F.W.A.  to  go  quietly 
along  about  the  household  tasks,  thinking  nothing,  knowing  less  of  the  world's 
need — knowing  only  this,  to  give  our  men  for  cannon  fodder.  Is  this  the  pur- 
pose of  our  lives?  Shall  our  voices  not  be  raised  in  protest  of  the  desecration 
of  this  finest  of  the  Creator's  gifts — the  gift  of  life? 

And  for  what  is  this  sacrifice  on  the  altars  of  the  Gods  of  War?  The  same 
thing  that  denies  to  little  children  and  men  and  women  the  world  over,  food 
and  shelter  and  the  right  to  existence  in  comfortable  circumstances — the  lust 
and  greed  for  profit.  The  profit  that  comes  from  conquest  and  exploitation  of 
weaker  races,  that  comes  from  exploitation  of  trade  routes,  from  the  grabbing 
of  territory,  or  oil  wells,  of  the  ivory  and  gold,  and  rubber,  that  may  be  obtained 
where  force  rules.  Of  these  things  we  are  weary.  Weary  of  the  order  under 
which  we  live  which  has  conducted  the  Almighty  to  the  door  of  the  Universe 
and  bowed  him  out.  We  would  see  peace  and  international  good  will  in, 
supremacy  and  the  pioduction  of  the  good  things  of  life  for  the  use  of  all 
mankind  instead  of  profit  for  a  few. 

1  am  not  mistaken  in  this — the  old  order  is  passing.  What  we  make  of  the 
new  is  our  great  responsibility.  With  courage,  faith  and  sincerity  we  women 
of  the  farms  accept  that  challenge  and  we  shall  not  fail. 

ELENORE  PRICE. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  U.F.A.  FOR  1936 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Before  entering  upon  the  active  duties  of  another  Convention  it  is  htting 
that  we  should  call  to  our  remembrance  a  few  of  those  who  have  been  in  former 
times  conspicuously  active  in  this  organization  but  who  during  the  year,  have 
passed  to  the  great  beyond.  We  record  with  great  regret  the  death  of  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Sears,  of  Nanton,  Past  President  of  the  U.F.W.A. ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Postans, 
of  Heath,  formerly  director  of  the  U.F.W.A.  for  Battle  River;  Mr.  Walter 
Skinner,  of  Riverton,  formerly  U.F.A.  director  for  Battle  River;  Mr.  A.  E. 
Moyer,  of  Fort  Saskatchewan,  formerly  director  of  Vegreville;  Mr.  Madge,  Sr., 
of  Milk  River;  and  Mr.  Donald  Cameron,  formerly  U.F.A.  member  of  the 
Legislature  for  Innisfail.  To  their  relatives  and  more  intimate  friends  we  desire 
to  extend  the  sincerest  sympathies  of  the  members  of  this  organization. 

OFFICE  STAFF 

To  the  staff  of  our  Central  office  we  wish  hereby  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion for  their  industry  and  courtesy  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  trust 
that  the  growth  of  U.F.A.  activities  in  the  coming  year  will  substantially  add 
thereto.  We  regret  that  our  efficient  secretary,  Miss  Eileen  Birch,  is  temporarily 
incapacitated  by  illness. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

Two  meetings  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  were  held,  one  before  and  one  after 
the  last  annual  convention.  The  Executive  met  however  six  times  during  the 
year. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

During  the  year  our  organization  was  represented  at  the  C.C.F.  Convention 
held  in  Toronto  by  Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  Garland;  at  the  Western  Agricultural 
Conference  by  Messrs.  Priestley,  Church  and  Sutherland  who  as  members  of 
the  Co-operative  Committee  attended  the  organization  meeting  of  the  Alberta 
Co-operative  Council  at  Red  Deer. 

EXECUTIVE  ACTIVITIES 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  your  Executive  to  commend  or  criticize  actions 
of  the  government  in  the  interest  of  the  organization  irrespective  of  what 
government  was  in  power. 

An  audience  with  the  Provincial  Cabinet  could  not  be  obtained  while  in 
Edmonton  for  the  presentation  of  Convention  Resolutions.  Resolutions  there- 
tor  for  both  Provincial  and  Federal  Houses  were  sent  by  mail. 

Briefs  were  presented  to  the  Provincial  Government  in  one  instance  by 
Messrs.  Sutherland,  Critchlow  and  Bentley  and  in  another  by  Mr.  Brownlee. 
During  the  year  the  organization  was  represented  by  Mr.  Priestley  at  meetings 
of  the  following  organizations :  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor,  Southern  Alberta 
Dairy  Pool,  Calgary  and  District  Milk  Producers,  Calgary  Board  of  Trade, 
Banquet  in  honor  of  John  I.  MacFarland  and  Citizens  Defence  Movement. 

Emphatic  protests  were  made  to  the  Provincial  Cabinet  by  the  Executive 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Agricultural  Stabilization  Act,  against  tax  increase 
such  as  sales  tax,  fuel  oil  tax,  social  service  tax,  drivers'  license,  etc. ;  nearly 
all  of  these  taxes  bearing  more  heavily  on  the  rural  than  on  the  city  dweller. 
It  was  urged  also  that  Seed,  Feed  and  Fuel  Oil  Relief  be  again  granted,  that 
the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  be  maintained  and  that  in  the  legislation  proposed 
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by  the  provincial  government  no  hindrances  be  placed  in  the  way  of  the  develop- 
ment of  co-operative  enterprise.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Federal 
Government  re  reduction  in  interest  late  to  borrowers  under  the  Farm  Loan 
Board  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  itself  had  refunded  its  borrow- 
ings at  lower  rates.  On  behalf  of  the  Co-operative  Committee  a  memo  was 
presented  to  the  provincial  government  by  Hon.  J.  E.  Brownlee  re  the  effect 
of  "the  Ultimate  Purchasers  Act  on  Co-operative  Activities." 

In  July  the  attention  of  the  Government  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  im- 
mediate relief  in  the  drought  areas  and  to  the  need  for  movement  either  of 
stock  out  or  feed  into  the  areas  affected. 

The  Federal  Government  was  requested  by  resolution  to  retain  the  Wheat 
Board  in  active  operation. 

Representations  also  were  made  to  the  Dominion  Go\ernment  asking  for 
two  boards  to  be  set  up  instead  of  one  to  speed  up  their  work  and  deal  with 
the  large  number  of  cases  now  awaiting  attention.  Amendments  were  asked 
for  to  the  ffect  that  school  lands  and  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  be  brought 
under  the  Act  and  that  the  board  be  given  the  right  to  review  and  alter  its 
own  decisions. 

Protest  was  made  also  to  the  Provincial  Government  against  their  proposal 
to  license  the  press. 

CO-OPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES 

We  are  very  pleased  to  note  that  the  co-operative  activities  of  our  organ- 
ization under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative 
Association  have  been  vigorously  pressed  and  extended  during  the  year.  We 
are  now  in  the  happy  position  that  at  long  last  we  are  in  the  process  of  procuring 
and  establishing  our  own  oil  distributing  facilities,  slowly  it  is  true,  but  surely 
and  this  without  any  contribution  of  money  for  capital  stock  by  our  members. 
The  Co-operative  Committee  are  submitting  an  extensive  report  on  this  phase 
of  our  activity  for  your  consideration. 

FINANCE  AND  MEMBERSHIP 

We  regret  to  report  that  the  membership  of  our  Association  is  down  for 
1936.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  various  ways.  Large  numbers  of  people 
are  still  living  in  hope  of  getting  the  promised  monthly  dividend  in  spite  of 
the  delay.  Crops,  except  in  the  north,  have  suffered  severely  from  drought,  and 
last  but  not  least  three  large  organizations  in  the  country  collect  only  25c.  per 
member. 

In  spite  of  this  reduction  in  membership  the  Association  has  been  able  to 
show  a  surplus.  This  was  made  possible  by  economies  in  the  office,  curtailing 
travelling  expenses  and  discontinuing  the  paper.  We  were  fortunate,  however, 
in  receiving  funds  from  the  1930  pooled  crop  which  had  been  due  from  that 
>ear.  We  again  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  United  Grain  Growers 
for  the  grant  they  have  again  made. 

THE  UNITED  FARMER 

After  the  last  convention  the  Executive  were  given  instructions  to  do  the 
best  they  could  with  r.  paper  policy.  Efforts  were  made  without  success  to  get 
space  on  acceptable  terms  with  other  papers.  As  we  were  rapidly  going  behind 
financially  with  oui  paper  owing  to  our  smaller  membership,  we  decided  early 

in  the  year  to  discontinue  it. 

Two  members  of  the  staff,  however  (Mr.  W.  N.  Smith  and  Miss  A.  M. 
Turner)  decided  to  run  a  paper  to  take  its  place  under  the  title  of  "The  Western 
Farm  Leader."  This  paper,  though  different  in  name  has  followed  substantially 
the  same  policy  as  our  own  paper  and  has  given  splendid  support  to  the  farm 
movement  As  promoting  a  paper  is  rather  a  gamble  at  »ny  time,  we  hope  the 
members  of  the  U.F.A.  will  do  their  best  to  enlarge  its  circulation  as  much  as 
possible. 
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LEGAL  WORK 


In  former  years  considerable  legal  assistance  has  been  given  to  members 
throughout  the  province  by  Mr.  Hall,  of  Calgary,  legal  representative  of  the 
U.F.A.  During  the  past  year  this  work  has  been  increased  and  extended  by 
the  appointment  of  Hon.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  of  Edmonton,  as  legal  adviser  to  the 
Co-operatives  and  to  assist  U.F.A.  members  privately  by  competent  advice. 
Members  of  the  Association  can  do  well  to  remind  their  fellows  that  in  both 
Calgary  and  Edmonton  they  can  obtain  in  connection  with  their  own  organiza- 
tion the  most  competent  advice  available  in  regard  to  their  debt  problems. 

THE  WHEAT  SITUATION 

We  entered  the  year  1936  with  the  hopes  that  the  Wheat  Marketing  Legis- 
lation passed  with  the  help  of  our  members  in  Ottawa  in  1935  would  bear  fruit 
in  1936.  Unfortunately  owing  to  a  change  of  government  it  was  decided  to 
persue  a  different  policy,  and  in  spite  of  the  request  of  the  Wheat  Pool  Con- 
vention of  the  three  prairie  provinces,  the  U.G.G.,  the  U.F.A.  and  other  farm 
organizations  protesting  against  any  change,  a  very  detrimental  alteration  was 
made  by  the  Federal  Government.  Mr.  McFarland  and  his  associates  on  the 
Wheat  Board  were  requested  to  resign  and  the  government  dispensed  with  the 
services  of  the  Farmers'  Advisory  Board.  Not  being  content  with  these  drastic 
changes,  the  Wheat  Board  was  not  used  as  a  buying  agent  unless  wheat  dropped 
below  ninety  cents  (90c.)  basis  No.  1  at  Fort  William.  These  actions  have 
made  the  excellent  legislation  of  the  previous  Federal  Government  practically 
useless  to  the  producer.  We  are  convinced  that  had  the  farmers  of  the  three 
prairie  provinces  paid  proper  attention  to  their  organizations  and  kept  up  their 
membership,  no  Federal  Government  would  have  dared  to  have  ignored  their 
expressed  wishes  as  was  done  in  the  above  case. 

FUTURE  POLICY 

In  the  course  of  human  progress  we  have  obtained  physical  freedom, 
religious  freedom  and  political  freedom  but  economic  freedom  does  not  yet 
exist  except  for  the  few  who  control.  With  the  recent  unprecedented  develop- 
ment of  mechanical  appliances  and  power  to  operate  the  same,  man  could  be 
relatively  free  from  toil,  as  compared  to  the  situation  when  human  needs  were 
met  almost  entirely  by  hand  labor.  The  capitalistic  system,  however,  stands 
in  the  way  of  economic  liberty.  It  endeavours  to  capitalize  every  step  in  human 
progress  in  order  to  make  profits  for  the  few.  The  price  of  the  goods  to  the 
consuming  public  is  generally  retained  as  closely  as  possible  to  that  of  hand 
made  goods  even  though,  through  the  labor  saving  devices,  they  could  often 
be  many  times  less.  The  purchasing  power  of  those  who  formerly  obtained 
wages  is  gone  when  they  are  displaced  by  machinery.  So  that  the  inventions 
which  should  make  for  human  progress  are,  through  the  essential  nature  of 
capitalism,  turned  to  human  disaster.  Under  a  system  of  "Production  for  Use," 
where  all  unnecessary  profit  would  be  eliminated  the  process  of  production  and 
distribution  would  always  put  into  circulation  sufficient  purchasing  power  to 
buy  all  the  product.  If  by  the  application  of  science  and  invention  goods  were 
produced  cheaper,  they  would  be  sold  cheaper.  Under  a  system  of  production 
for  us£  the  labor  saving  devices  would  be  a  blessing  to  all,  rather  than  a  curse 
to  so  many,  as  under  the  present  system.  The  questions  to  be  decided  at  this 
time  by  this  body  are :  Is  the  present  economic  structure  still  sound,  and  does 
it  provide  shelter  and  security  for  all,  or  is  it  in  process  of  decay  leaving  many 
to  suffer  under  it  and  endangering  all  through  the  possibility  of  its  sudden 
collapse?  If  we  can  decide "  whether  the  present  economic  system  is  sound 
or  beginning  to  decay,  we  should  be  able  to  decide  whether  to  work  for  a  "new 
economic  system"  or  to  continue  to  patch  up  the  old.  In  1933  by  almost  unanim- 
ous vote  a  former  U.F.A.  Convention  decided  that  the  old  system  could  not 
be  so  rejuvenated  as  to  give  birth  again  to  a  healthy  economic  condition  of 
society.  The  delegates  at  that  time  voted  for  a  new  order.  But  between  merely 
expressing  an  opinion  that  a  certain  condition  would  be  better  and  doing  the 
things  necessary  to  bring  about  that  new  order  there  is  a  wide  gap.  That  gap 
must  be  filled  with  the  toil  and  forbearance  of  years.  Between  the  hilltop  of 
vision  and  the  distant  hilltop  of  accomplishment  lies  the  valle}',  with  ravines 
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cf  prejudice,  muskegs  of  discouragement  and  dense  thickets  of  pure  indifference, 
to  make  the  vision  seen  from  one  hilltop  a  reality  on  the  other  will  require  the 
labour  and  sacrifice  of  innumerable  volunteers.  To  the  task  of  planning  a 
better  world  and  to  the  deliberate  creation  of  the  same,  jour  fellow  delegates 
tour  years  ago  in  this  very  room  committed  you.  Much  has  happened  since 
then.  Nevertheless  the  question  remains,  what  are  you  doing  about  it  today 
and  what  is  this  great  organization  going  to  do  about  it  in  the  future? 

To  those  who  served  the  association  in  the  political  field  in  the  past  whether 
in  the  federal  or  provincial  areas,  we  give  the  highest  praise.  The  idea  of 
abandoning  the  political  field  as  an  association  comes  not  from  dissatisfaction 
with  work  done  in  the  past  but  with  inability  to  see  eye  lo  eye  for  the  future. 
Considering  the  case  of  the  late  provincial  government  the  most  radical  in  our 
movement  are  forced  to  admit  that  in  their  efforts  to  serve  the  cause  of  the 
common  people  they  went  a  long  way.  The  dissatisfaction  of  the  radicals  is 
on  the  following  ground.  After  following  the  gleam  of  economic  and  social 
leform  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  after  mature  deliberation  throughout 
those  twenty-five  years  by  resolution  and  amendment  having  built  up  a  basis 
cf  action  or  a  plan  of  economic  and  social  reconstruction,  the  U.F.A.  Convention 
in  !933,  under  the  leadership  of  their  duly  elected  officers,  decided  that  the 
changes  involved  in  the  U.F.A.  program  were  of  a  nature  so  fundamental  as 
to  demand  not  repair  to  an  old  economic  structure  but  a  new  structure.  In 
view  also  of  the  fact  that  the  most  important  requirements  came  under  federal 
jurisdiction,  it  was  decided  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  labor  and  other  forces 
in  this  and  the  other  provinces  to  carry  out  not  a  new  program,  but  the  old 
program  as  built  up  during  the  years  that  were  past.  The  chief  thing  that 
was  new  about  the  whole  thing  was  the  name  C.C.F.  and  the  decision  to  federate 
with  other  bodies  with  similar  aims  to  capture  federal  power.  That  Convention 
committed  our  organization  to  the  effort  to  establish  a  new  social  order  re- 
placing monoply  for  profit,  but  production  for  use  through  public  utilities  and 
replacing  competition  by  co-operation.  Those  who  did  not  believe  in  this  pro- 
gram or  failed  to  advocate  it  created  a  clevage  in  U.F.A  ranks  which  greatly 
weakened  our  position  in  the  1935  political  struggle.  We  had  become  a  house 
divided  against  itself,  with  results  such  as  could  have  been  expected.  There 
is  unity  in  the  thought  of  U.F.A.  members  except  in  politics.  It  becomes  a 
cuestion  therefore  whether  to  eliminate  the  thing  on  which  we  differ  in  the  hope 
of  creating  a  stronger  and  wider  unity  in  the  realms  in  which  we  agree,  or 
tc  mutually  tolerate  our  differences  in  intellectual  theory  in  the  unity  of  a 
common  purpose,  viz.,  to  bring  about  through  political  action  an  economic  con- 
dition wherein  the  measure  of  leisure  and  abundance  that  is  technically  possible 
shall  be  made  actually  possible  to  every  citizen.  It  wou'd  be  a  high  achieve- 
Tient  of  the  farmers  of  this  province  if  they  could  effect  unity  of  action  amidst 
diversity  of  thought. 

In  any  case  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  individual  U.F.A.  member  always 
has  been  free  to  join  any  political  group  he  sees  fit.  Let  it  also  be  remembered 
that  the  provincial  and  federal  associations  always  have  had  their  autonomy  in 
the  selection  and  election  of  their  candidate.  It  was  only  in  the  political  pro- 
gram that  a  central  authority  was  necessary  in  the  form  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Annual  Convention  of  1019  gave  to  the  constituency  associations  the  right  to  use 
local,  constituency  and  central  office  U.F.A.  machinery  for  political  purposes. 
The  question  to  be  decided  by  this  Convention  is:  Are  you  going  to  with- 
draw any  or  all  of  these  facilities  from  use  in  political  activity. 

DEBT 

In  order  to  clarify  our  position  with  respect  to  debt  it  is  necessary  to  make 
some  observations  which  we  consider  fundamental.  Debt  is  not  created  with 
paper.  It  is  created  by  the  loan  of  actual  goods  or  services.  Neither  is  it  ever 
finally  discharged  with  paper  but  only  by  the  delivery  somewhere  of  goods  and 
services  in  return  for  those  borrowed.  Paper  may  be  given  in  payment  for  a 
loan  of  goods  but  whether  written  on  or  printed  by  an  individual,  a  bank,  or  a 
government,  it  is  only  a  promise  to  pay,  which  promise  is  only  fulfilled  when 
the  goods  or  services  are  returned  to  the  lender  or  to  someone  else. 
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Bearing  in  mind  the  above,  and  also  that  the  bulk  of  the  present  farm  debt 
dates  back  to  the  inflation  period  of  war  time  or  to  the  period  of  1926-29,  let 
us  examine  the  effect  of  a  variable  masure  of  value  or  dollar  on  the  agricul- 
tural people.  When  a  bushel  of  wheat  was  $2.50  a  farmer  borrowed  24  lbs.  of 
wheat  and  agreed  to  pay  back  not  24  lbs.  of  wheat  but  a  dollar.  When  a  bushel 
of  wheat  is  25  cents,  in  order  to  obtain  that  promised  dollar  for  his  creditor 
he  must  give  to  society  240  lbs.  of  wheat  in  return  for  the  24  lbs.  which  he 
borrowed.  A  privately  controlled  and  vitally  altered  measure  of  value  has 
multiplied  his  real  debt  ten  times.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  loaning  period 
is  always  an  inflation  period  and  a  deflation  period  is  only  such  because  of 
the  withdrawal  of  loans,  we  can  see  how  the  borrower  who  must  pay  in  goods 
the  prices  of  which  are  not  set,  is  practically  always  the  sufferer  because  of  the 
lack  of  a  stabilized  dollar. 

ABILITY  TO  PAY 

There  are  those  who  declare  that  the  farmer  should  pay  his  debt  ten  times 
over  together  with  interest  if  he  is  able.  Assuming  that  the  dollar  is  honest, 
we  would  agree.  But  that  is  taking  something  for  granted  which  is  not  so  taken 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  is  endeavouring  to  establish  an 
"Honest  dollar,"  a  non-variable  measure  of  value,  a  stabilized  monetary  system 
such  as  has  been  established  in  Sweden,  where  for  the  last  three  years  wholesale 
price  levels  have  not  varied  one  per  cent.  Until  such  a  situation  has  been 
achieved  in  this  country,  we  affirm  that  farm  debt  in  terms  of  the  number  of 
dollars  should  to  some  extent  at  least,  decrease  on  account  of  the  vast  increase 
in  the  content  of  each  dollar  in  terms  of  farm  products.  We  affirm  this  re- 
gardless of  ability  to  pay  debts  doubled  or  more  than  doubled  by  deflation. 

The  stand  of  this  organization  on  this  question  for  the  last  fourteen  years 
has  been  for  the  "Nationalization  of  Currency  and  Credit"  so  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  do  what  private  financial  corporations  will  never  do,  viz.,  stabilize 
the  purchasing  power  or  real  content  of  the  dollar.  Reflation  in  Canada  has 
been  continually  urged  by  this  organization  to  bring  a  measure  of  justice  to 
the  Canadian  farmer  as  has  been  done  for  the  agriculturist  in  other  countries. 
Your  organization  has  felt  this  to  be  the  fairest  way  tc  avert  the  inevitable 
collapse  of  the  debt  structure.  If  successive  Canadian  Governments  have 
h'therto  been  indifferent  to  this  situation,  reflation  now  comes  too  late  to  pre- 
serve intact  a  debt  structure  which  during  the  last  depression  has  been  nearly 
doubled  by  interest  alone.  We  contend  that  even  with  improved  prices  the 
debt  structure  resting  on  western  agriculture  is  ruinous  alike  to  the  individual 
and  to  the  welfare  of  the  Dominion  in  general.  The  situation  has  developed 
so  far  as  to  necessitate  a  choice  between  curtailment  of  the  privileges  of  financial 
institutions  and  disaster  to  the  nation  at  large.  One  of  two  courses  must  be 
decided  upon,  either  a  legalized  general  scaling  down  of  debt  and  interest 
burdens  or  inevitable  default  and  repudiation  of  agreements  and  contracts. 

SPECIAL  CASES 

In  cases  where  successive  droughts  or  other  forces  beyond  the  control  of 
the  debtor  enter  into  the  picture,  we  conclude  that  such  cases  should  be  dealt 
with  on  their  individual  merits. 

But  where  an  impossible  debt  situation  has  developed  as  a  result  of  the 
general  deflationary  policy  of  the  nation  we  contend  that  the  disastrous  results 
should  be  dealt  with  by  a  general  policy  as  widely  diffused  as  the  results  of 
the  policy. 

I.  V.  MACKLIN, 

J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 

H.  E.  SPENCER. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  increase  of  interest  in  co-operation  from  both 
the  producer  and  consumer  point  of  view  throughout  Alberta.  This  increase 
of  interest  is  net  confined  tc  farmers  as  a  class.  It  is  particularly  marked 
among  our  farm  people,  however,  and  is  due  in  part  to  the  increase  of  attention 
to  the  problems  of  agriculture  throughout  Canada  as  a  result  of  the  prolonged 
depression  of  farm  price  levels.  To  this  must  be  added  the  fact  that  wide 
publicity  to  the  co-operative  movement  is  being  given  the  world  over,  echoes 
of  which  reach  people  wherever  they  have  access  to  newspapers  and  journals 
or  tune  in  on  the  radio. 

The  past  year  or  two  has  witnessed  the  publishing  of  notable  contributions 
to  co-operative  literature  among  which  are  such  books  as  Bertram  Fowler's 
"Consumer  Co-operation  in  America;"  Marquis  M.  Childs'  ''Sweden,  The  Middle 
Way;"  Horace  M.  Kallen,  "The  Decline  and  Rise  of  the  Consumer."  The  fact 
that  these  and  other  such  books  have  had  a  very  large  sale  in  all  English  speak- 
ing countries  is  of  great  significance.  Public  attention  has  also  been  drawn  to 
the  co-operative  movement  by  President  Roosevelt's  action  in  sending  a  Com- 
mission of  three  outstanding  men  of  the  U.S.,  during  -.he  summer  of  1936, 
to  study  Scandinavian  countries  and  Britain  with  particular  regard  to  co- 
operation. There  has  also  been  publicity  in  connection  with  the  policies  affect- 
ing co-operatives  of  the  N.Z.  Socialist  Government.  Then  there  was  much 
missionary  work  for  co-operation  done  during  the  six-moiilhs  visit  to  U.S.  and 
Canada  terminating  ir  June  last  of  Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa,  the  great  Japanese. 
These  things,  together  with  increasing  realization  of  the  fact  that  co-operative 
institutions  have  not  only  survived  but  have  been  increased  and  strengthened 
by  the  depression,  have  had  their  effect  upon  the  thought  and  action  of  the 
people  of  Alberta. 

The  steady  improvement  in  the  position  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool ;  the 
development  and  expansion  of  the  various  Dairy  Pool  Units  and  the  vigor  with 
which  the  District  Livestock  Marketing  Associations  continue  to  attack  their 
problems,  especially  in  view  of  the  adverse  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  with  respect  to  the  validity  of  the  Natural  Products  Marketing  Act, 
together  with  the  continued  progress  of  such  district  units  as  the  Southern, 
Alberta  Co-operative  Association  and  the  Pincher  Creek  Co-operative  tend  to  the 
conviction  that  producer  co-operation  in  agriculture  is  a  natural  and  permanent 
form  of  organization,  in  Western  Canada  generally,  and  in  Alberta  in  particular. 

It  is  of  special  interest  to  note  that  the  co-operative  store  movement  which 
commenced  over  twenty  years  ago  in  this  province  and  at  one  time  attained 
very  considerable  proportions,  now  again  after  a  period  of  decline  and  loss, 
appears  to  be  taking  on  new  life.  In  one  or  two  of  the  smaller  towns  as  well 
as  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  new  stores  have  been  opened  under 
favorable  auspices  during  the  past  year  or  so,  and  give  promise  of  surviving 
the  mistakes  which  have  frequently  been  an  accompaniment  of  such  local  efforts. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  movement  towards  co-operative  stores  which  is 
regarded  as  the  most  orthodox  form  of  co-operation  by  many  of  our  people, 
will  continue  to  expand,  and  our  urban  population  will  turn  to  the  co-operative 
system  and  method,  providing  for  themselves  at  least  an  alleviation  of  their 
economic  burdens. 

It  is  a  strange  fact  that  despite  the  continued  depression  and  little  or  no 
improvement  in  what  has  come  to  be  regarded  by  almost  all  economists  and 
statesmen  as  a  permanent  phase  of  the  economic  system,  i.e.,  extensive  un- 
employment, there  has  been  no  development  of  co-operative  services  in.  any  of 
the  principal  cities  of  the  province,  where  unemployed  men  and  women  number 
many  thousands.  This  is  ground  for  serious  reflection  as  to  the  social  philos- 
ophy and  outlook  of  large  numbers  of  our  Western  Canadian  people. 
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During  the  summer  of  1936  arrangements  were  at  one  time  well  under  way 
for  a  series  of  addresses  in  Western  Canada  by  the  famous  Japanese  co- 
operator,  Dr.  Kagawa.  Addresses  were  scheduled  for  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 
In  view  of  the  great  inspiration  given  to  the  co-operative  movement  by  this 
Christian  leader,  particularly  in  the  United  States  and  Eastern  Canada  during 
his  six-months  stay  cn  this  continent,  it  was  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  your 
committee  that  these  arrangements  were  not  carried  out  on  account  in  the  first 
instance  of  Dr.  Kagavva's  poor  health,  which  was  being  subjected  to  severe 
strain  through  overwork,  and  in  the  second  instance  because  of  some  fear  of 
difficulty  with  the  immigration  authorities.  We  record  with  pleasure  that  the 
services  for  public  addresses  on  the  subject  of  co-operation  of  outstanding 
citizens  of  the  province  such  as  Dr.  W.  F.  Kelloway,  Rabbi  J.  J.  Eisen  and  our 
own  Donald  Cameron,  who  have  been  among  recent  visitors  to  Europe  studying 
co-operation,  have  been  in  much  demand  and  available. 

With  this  preliminary  survey  of  co-operation  in  general,  we  now  come  to 
that  particular  form  of  organization  for  which  this  Committee  is  directly  re- 
sponsible, the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies. 

Since  the  U.F.A.  Board,  acting  on  the  mandate  of  the  Annual  Convention 
held  in  Calgary,  January,  1931,  commissioned  the  Co-operative  Committee  of 
Ihree  to  organize  co-operative  buying,  much  progress  has  been  made.  In  each 
of  the  subsequent  years  several  hundreds  of  our  locals  comprising  many 
thousands  of  farmers  have  done  some  buying  co-operatively.  On  the  whole  the 
methods  adopted  have  conformed  to  the  plans  laid  down  in  1931,  which  had  been 
successfully  tried  out  by  the  Coronation  U.F.A.  Constituency  Co-operative  dur- 
ing the  previous  year. 

Development  in  organization  has  taken  two  courses:  :  (1)  Direct  use  of 
the  facilities  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  by  the  locals ; 
(2)  The  grouping  of  locals  into  district  co-operative  associations  registered 
under  the  Co-operative  Associations  Act  of  Alberta.  In  the  years  1932  and 
1933  considerable  organization  was  effected  along  the  latter  line  which  has  since 
been  discarded.  The  locals  in  those  areas  have  found  it  more  satisfactory  to 
deal  with  Central  Office.  In  the  year  1936  we  had  fourteen  of  the  district  and 
constituency  co-operatives  in  active  operation,  a  number  of  them  giving  evidence 
of  real  strength  and  stability.  We  feel  that  in  future  it  will  be  advisable  before 
any  overhead  in  the  way  of  district  boards  and  managers  is  set  up,  that  the 
ability  and  willingness  of  the  locals  to  do  business  in  co-operative  buying  should 
be  proven  and  a  thorough  canvass  made  as  to  the  volume  of  buying  already 
being  done  and  the  possibilities  for  the  future. 

In  our  report  last  year  we  voiced  the  conviction  that  to  make  significant  and 
permanent  progress  in  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies,  some  departure 
from  the  Coronation  plan  was  necessary.  We  referred  particularly  to  the  need 
for  investment  of  capital  in  facilities.  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  con- 
siderable development  along  this  line.  Several  of  the  larger  constituency  co- 
operatives are  now  in  process  of  acquiring  equities  in  and  ownership  of  plants 
for  the  wholesale  and  retail  distribution  of  petroleum  products  and  storage  for 
other  goods.  The  Central  Co-operative  Association  has  purchased  land  and 
buildings  and  equipment  for  the  distribution  of  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  at  a 
number  of  points  scattered  through  the  province.  Our  exoerience  has  convinced 
us  of  the  need  for  further  expansion  along  these  lines.  We  have  again  during 
the  past  year  been  enabled  to  avail  ourselves  as  a  Central  Co-operative  and 
District  Units  and  Locals  of  the  facilities  for  the  handling  of  coal,  flour,  etc., 
of  the  United  Grain  Growers  Ltd.  and  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

Having  confined  ourselves,  as  directed,  almost  solely  to  the  handling  of 
supplies  in  bulk  quantities  and  having  avoided  the  merchandizing  of  shelf  goods 
in  which  the  factor  of  personal  taste  enters  so  largely,  the  major  lines  pur- 
chased still  consist,  as  in  past  years,  of  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  and  greases, 
hinder  twine,  coal  and  fruit. 

We  estimate  that  the  combined  total  volume  for  the  year  1936  eliminating 
duplication  of  handling  as  between  the  Central  Association  and  the  District 
Units  and  Locals,  has  reached  close  to  one  million  dollars. 
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Under  our  contract  with  the  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum,  Ltd.  for  whom  the 
U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  acts  as  exclusive  agents  for  all  farm 
business  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  we  now  operate  bulk  oil  plants  at  eighty- 
seven  points  between  the  Athabasca  River  on  the  north  and  the  United  States 
boundary.  These  plants  consist  of  agencies  owned  by  the  Company,  agencies 
privately  owned,  agencies  operated  by  district  co-operative  associations  or  locals 
and  agencies  owned  directly  by  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association. 
Twenty  of  the  agencies  are  in  the  last  two  classes.  In  addition  to  supplying  the 
farm  trade  from  these  bulk  plants,  wc  distribute  gasoline  and  lubricating  oils 
through  our  own  retail  pumps  and  those  of  many  independent  dealers.  The 
profits  thus  made,  however,  enable  us  to  finance  the  purchase  of  plant  equip- 
ment. The  acquisition  of  valuable  plant  and  equipment,  together  with  the  pay- 
ment of  patronage  dividends  regularly  to  all  member  purchasers  of  petroleum 
products  during  one  and  a  half  years  association  with  the  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum, 
Ltd.  gives  grounds  for  hope  that  with  continued  support  and  patronage  from 
our  members  and  the  farm  community  in  general  we  shall  be  before  many  years 
a  real  factor  in  marketing  petroleum  products  in  Alberta,  and  thereby  assist 
materially  in.  cutting  down  the  cost  of  farm  operations.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  farmers  have  not  been  asked  to  subscribe  one  dollar  of  capital.  These 
facilities  have  been  paid  for  out  of  operating  surpluses. 

In  the  distribution  of  binder  twine  we  continued  to  be  associated  with  the 
United  Grain  Growers  Ltd.  during  the  year  1936.  The  arrangement  has  given 
satisfaction  to  both  organizations.  We  have  had  every  courtesy  shown;  and 
the  staff  of  the  company  has  given  us  thorough  and  unstinted  co-operation. 
As  in  former  years  the  facilities  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  where  use  of  their 
elevators  or  sheds  was  required  for  distribution  were  at  our  disposal,  and  in 
all  these  matters  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  has  prevailed. 

The  year  1936  was  one  of  considerable  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  distribution 
of  binder  twine.  These  difficulties,  however,  have  not  been  without  compensa- 
tion, as  low  prices  to  the  consumer  have  prevailed.  A  large,  portion  of  Western 
Canada  suffering  from  crop  failure,  binder  twine  sales  agencies  concentrated 
their  efforts  upon  the  areas  where  there  were  crops,  with  resulting  competitive 
conditions  which  practically  eliminated  retail  spreads  in  some  areas,  thus  fail- 
ing to  provide  for  local  costs  of  distribution  incurred  by  U.F.A.  locals  and 
district  co-operative  associations.  These  competitive  conditions,  while  of 
temporary  advantage  to  the  farmer  consumer,  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things 
be  permanent.  Factors  entering  into  the  situation  are :  Favorable  foreign  ex- 
change of  which  importing  companies  avail  themselves;  government  subsidies 
to  foreign  manufacturers;  the  attempt  cf  new  manufacturing  concerns  to  break 
into  the  Western  Canadian  market ;  over-stocking  and  f  eai  of  storage  charges 
cue  to  crop  failure;  etc.  Any  of  these  conditions  are  subject  to  sudden  change 
and  it  is  important  that  we  keep  our  co-operative  buying  and  distributive  system 
so  organized  that  supplies  of  binder  twine,  an  essential  commodity,  are  on.  hand 
to  meet  all  requirements  at  fair  prices  and  so  the  sale  of  it  through  co-operative 
agencies  be  continued. 

While  these  difficulties  and  particularly  the  crop  failure  in  areas  which  pre- 
viously used  large  supplies  of  our  twine  resulted  in  a  smaller  handling  than  had 
been  expected  and  cut  down  our  revenues  from  this  commodity  over  50%  from 
l935,  we  nevertheless  believe  that  under  our  present  arrangement  we  have  per- 
fected a  good  binder  twine  distributing  system,  that  given  normal  marketing 
conditions,  will  continue  to  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  to  our  members.  We 
have  consistently  insisted  on  a  high  quality  twine  and  shall  continue  this  policy. 

In  many  areas  in  the  Province  the  use  of  wood  and  local  coal  militate 
against  the  carlot  distribution  of  coal.  In  at  least  two  of  the  district  associa- 
tions however,  this  commodity  is  one  of  the  major  lines  and  through  Central 
Office  we  have  much  increased  our  distribution  during  the  past  season,  par- 
ticularly in  northern  areas.  Throughout  the  Province  we  find  severe  com- 
petition in  the  sale  of  this  commodity  due  to  the  activity  of  truckers  hauling 
direct  from  mine-head  to  consumer.  In  the  Edmonton  district,  we  have  been 
able  to  secure  prices  that  enable  us  to  serve  locals  in  that  area  with  satisfaction 
both  on  a  carlot  and  truck  load  basis.    The  Drumheller  and  Carbon  fields  con- 
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tinue  to  be  our  main  sources  of  supply.  The  coal-using  areas  of  central  and 
northern  Alberta  are  being  extended  each  year  and  we  are  convinced  that  coal 
is  a  commodity  which  in  the  very  nature  of  things  ought  to  be  handled  co- 
operatively.   Many  of  our  locals  have  acquired  coal  sheds  for  storage. 

The  distribution  of  apples  and  other  fruit  in  carlot  quantities  naturally 
requires  much  planning  and  care.  It  is  significant,  however,  that  nearly  all  com- 
munities which  have  undertaken  such  distribution  in  the  past  few  years  report 
general  satisfaction  and  continue  to  make  the  effort  from  year  to  year.  Two 
locals  each  distributed  two  carloads  in  the  past  season — approximately  1,600 
boxes  of  apples  for  each  community.  To  purchase  supplies  on  an  equitable 
basis,  Central  Office  has  had  to  combat  continuous  pressure  exerted  on  B.C. 
growers'  organizations  by  interests  that  have  for  years  considered  the  distribu- 
tion of  B.C.  fruit  as  their  special  field.  This  class  of  business  comes  under  the 
heading  of  Inter-Provincial  Trade  and  is  regulated  and  supervised  by  the 
Dominion  Government.  In  the  course  of  the  past  six  years  we  have  succeeded 
in  attaining  a  position  that  is  now  fairly  well  established  and  we  are  able  to 
secure  adequate  supplies  at  all  times.  Of  interest  in  this  connection  is  the  fact 
that  B.C.  growers'  organizations  recognize  our  ability  to  speak  for  the  prairie 
consumer  and  are  anxious  to  secure  our  views  with  respect  to  suitable  packages, 
etc. 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  demand  for  fence  posts  during  the 
past  two  years.  We  have  established  satisfactory  sources  of  supply  for  cedar 
posts  in  B.C.,  also  for  tamarac  and  willow  posts  in  northern  Alberta.  While 
in  the  co-operative  buying  of  posts  the  savings  effected  may  not  be  considered 
large,  it  is  a  service  that  many  locals  have  performed  for  their  communities 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  With  the  return  of  higher  price  levels  for  farm 
produce,  we  expect  further  increases  in  this  business. 

Many  of  our  local  and  district  co-operative  associations  are  so  situated  as 
to  be  able  to  secure  to  advantage  supplies  in  a  number  of  commodities  from 
local  sources,  such  as  local  coal  mines  and  grist  mills.  Central  Office  also 
distributes  quite  large  quantities  of  supplies  either  direct  to  consumers  or  fills 
club  orders  through  locals.  Such  lines  as  strychnine,  prepared  gopher  poison, 
formaldehyde,  tires,  batteries,  rubber-belting,  baby  chicks,  poultry  supplies,  etc., 
aggregate  considerable  volume  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Locals  of  the  associa- 
tion might  greatly  add  to  our  volume  by  bringing  our  co-operative  facilities  to 
the  attention  of  municipal  councils  school  boards,  etc. 

Changes  and  developments  in  co-operative  organization  both  inside  and 
outside  of  our  own  association  have  taken  place  in  the  past  year.  In  March 
last,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  a  conference  of  representa- 
tives of  producer  and  consumer  co-operatives  was  called  in  the  city  of  Red 
Deer.  Your  Committe  attended  the  two-day  sessions.  The  outcome  of  this 
Conference  was  the  formation  of  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council  which  took 
final  form  in  July.  The  Council  consists  of  six  divisions  covering  the  major 
lines  of  producer-consumer  co-operative  activities.  Our  association  is  repre- 
sented on  its  board  by  the  Vice-President.  Mr.  Priestley  is  Director  of  the 
Co-operative  Purchasing  Division.  Mr.  George  E.  Church,  another  member  of 
our  Executive,  is  Director  of  the  Dairy  Division.  The  Council  opened  an  office 
in  Calgary  and  has  appointed  Mr.  E.  W.  Brunsden  as  Secretary-Treasurer  in 
full-time  employment.  The  Council  will  be  represented  at  this  Convention  by 
a  fraternal  delegate  from  whom  you  will  receive  more  details  as  to  its  function 
and  objectives. 

As  previously  slated  th<^  co-operative  store  movement  is  taking  on  new 
life  and  in  recent  months  Mr.  William  Halsall,  Alberta  Vice-President  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  of  Canada,  is  giving  valuable  service  in  an  attempt  at  co- 
ordination of  those  consumer  activities.  He  is  acting  as  advisor  and  super- 
visor of  many  of  the  stores  throughout  the  Province. 

In  our  own  organization,  while  as  previously  remarked,  there  has  been  a 
falling  off  of  activity  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  district  co-operatives,  there 
has  been  much  consolidation  and  perfecting  of  organization  among  those  still 
J.ctive.    At  the  annual  conference  held  in  Edmonton  a  year  ago,  steps  were 
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taken  to  secure  for  the  district  co-operatives  more  direct  representation  on  the 
Central  Committee  and  the  two  consulting  members  who  had  represented  the 
district  co-operatives  for  a  number  of  years  were  given  kgal  standing  on  the 
Board  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  by  the  action  of  your 
Central  Board  at  the  post-Convention  meeting  of  1936.  At  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  U.F.A.  Co-operatives  held  in  Calgary  in  December,  1936,  further 
steps  were  taken  along  these  lines,  with  a  view  to  integrating  the  activities  of 
the  U.F.A.  district  co-operatives.  It  is  proposed  to  set  up  central  machinery 
for  the  election  of  representatives  to  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association 
Board.  Inasmuch  as  co-operative  organization  has  been  one  of  the  principal 
activities  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  from  the  beginning,  we  feel  strongly 
that  this  work  should  be  retained  by  the  Association. 

Control  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  activities  still 
definitely  rests  with  your  Association,  the  U.F.A.  Executive  having  a  majority 
of  members  on  the  Board  of  the  Co-operative  and  having  the  right  to  determine 
the  qualifications  of  any  district  or  constituency  co-operative  seeking  admission 
to  the  Annual  Conference  of  Co-operatives  and  the  powers  resulting  therefrom. 

Seeing  that  the  aims  and  objectives  of  this  movement  are  to  provide  the 
best  possible  service  to  farmer  consumer  members  and  that  we  have  in  view  the 
extension  of  the  principle  and  method  of  co-operation  to  the  widest  possible 
ranges  of  our  community,  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  we  do  not  wish  to  impose 
any  fetters  upon  the  movement.  Experience  over  a  period  of  twenty  cr  twenty- 
five  years  has  forced  upon  us  the  conclusion  that  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  there 
is  little  hope  of  the  integration  of  co-operative  activities  into  an  efficient  system 
without  a  province-wide  farm  organization  such  as  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta. 

Recognizing  that  even  the  idea  ot  co-operation  is  not  self-propagating,  that 
someone  must  be  actively  at  work  at  all  times,  presenting  it  for  consideration, 
we  have  engaged  in  a  modest  program  of  broadcasting.  We  have  also  advertised 
in  "The  Western  Farm  Leader,"  "The  Cowbell"  and  other  papers.  Tribute  is 
due  to  the  Editor  of  "The  Western  Farm  Leader,"  Mr.  W.  Norman  Smith, 
and  tc  the  Editor  of  "The  Cowbell,"  Mr.  J.  R.  Love,  for  their  consistent 
espousal  of  the  co-operative  movement  through  the  columns  of  their  papers. 
During  recent  months  some  use  has  been  made  of  the  moving  picture  machine 
owned  by  Central  Office  and  films  of  the  University  of  Alberta,  some  of  which 
touch  on  co-operation  in  Scandinavian  countries,  as  a  means  of  introducing  the 
idea  and  method  of  co-operation  to  a  number  of  communities,  or  of  imparting 
up-to-date  information  in  respect  thereto.  It  is  our  conviction  that  all  co- 
operatives, whether  producer  or  consumer,  should  set  aside  a  portion  of  their 
revenue  for  education  in  co-operation.  Many  excellent  pamphlets  and  books  are 
now  available  on  this  subject  and  should  be  widely  disseminated  and  read. 

To  maintain  proper  supervision  of  our  oil  agencies  under  our  contract  with 
the  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum,  Limited,  also  to  promote  sales  of  binder  twine  in 
conjunction  with  United  Grain  Growers  necessitates  some  active  field  work  on 
the  part  of  the  Central  organization  in  addition  to  the  work  of  the  Managers 
of  the  District  co-operatives.  Supplementing  the  full-time  members  of  the  staff 
who  are  assigned  definite  areas  for  this  purpose,  other  fieldmen  were  engaged 
for  the  busy  preharvest  season  last  summer.  These  field  contracts,  in  addition 
to  the  work  of  our  directors  and  the  Vice-President  in  addressing  public  meet- 
ings, etc.,  provide  opportunities  for  extending  and  intensifying  the  work  of  the 
co-operatives  throughout  the  province.  We  are  expecting  that  this  phase  of 
our  work  will  prove  of  even  greater  value  in  the  coming  year  and  urge  that 
local  officials  in  charge  of  co-operative  buying  endeavour  to  make  this  work  as 
efficient  as  possible  by  maintaining  active  contact  with  Central  Office. 

In  conclusion  we  would  say  that  there  is  much  hope  for  the  future.  The 
rate  of  progress  has  undoubtedly  been  greatly  accelerated  by  the  bitter  lash 
of  economic  necessity.  Suffering  has  brought  to  many  thousands  of  people  in 
the  last  six  or  seven  years  some  understanding  of  the  sheer  futility  of  attempt- 
ing to  build  and  maintain  life  on  the  competitive  principle.  Many  of  these 
have  not  yet  learned  what  co-operation  really  means.    Much  less  have  they 
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acquired  any  of  the  technique  of  co-operation,  nor  are  they  really  socially 
minded.    They  feel,  however,  that  things  must  be  different  and  might  be  better. 

In  the  period  of  transition  now  before  the  world,  co-operative  institu- 
tions will  play  a  vital  part  in  developing  the  technique  of  social  control  of  the 
economic  machinery.  And  what  is  still  more  important,  in  this  school  our 
generation  and  its  immediate  successors  will  learn  the  difficult  lesson  of  becom- 
ing socially  minded.  We  strongly  urge  every  local  in  the  Association  to  take 
part  in  this  activity  whenever  possible.  It  is  a  service  to  the  farm  community 
which  is  by  no  means  insignificant.  It  may  not  seem  much  to  some  to  save  a 
few  dollars  here  and  there  but  if  large  numbers  of  Alberta  farmers  would  pool 
their  purchasing  power  through  the  facilities  which  the  organization  has  created 
for  them,  the  effect  would  greatly  benefit  them  personally  and  they  would  be 
putting  to  use  an  instrument  which  will  help  to  secure  economic  justice  and 
build  a  new,  more  equitable  structure  of  society. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  the 
reld  and  office  staffs  of  the  companies  with  whom  we  do  business,  have  assisted 
us  in  these  activities  particularly  those  of  the  United  G>-pjn  Growers  and  the 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum,  Limited. 

We  also  record  our  pleasure  at  and  express  the  thanks  of  the  organization 
on  your  behalf  for  the  fine  service  rendered  the  Co-operative  by  the  staff  of 
U.F.A.  Central  Office. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  consolidated  financial  statement  covering  the  calendar 
year  1936,  and  the  position  as  at  December  31,  1936,  assets  and  liabilities,  to- 
gether with  comparative  figures  covering  these  matters  for  the  whole  of  the 
preceding  five-year  period,  during  which  your  Committee  has  functioned. 


Consolidated  Financial  Statement 

AS  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1936 


Fixed  Assets    $  16,516.09 

Liquid  Assets   5,945-45 

Immediate  Liabilities   3,773-94 

Deferrable  Liabilities   4,500.00 

Liabilities  in  respect  of  Plant   7,865.01 


$  22,461.54 


16,138.95 


Surplus  Assets   $  6,322.59 

Revenue  for  Year  1936   $  31.889.70 

Expense  for  Year  1936   14,262.67 

$  17,627.03 

Dividends  1936   9,949.02 

$  7,678.01 

Deficit  to  Commence  Year  1936   1,355.42 

Surplus  as  Above   $  6,322.59 
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U.F.A.  Central  Cooperative 
Association  Limited 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT,  1933-1936  INCLUSIVE 

Undistributed  Surplus,  March  31,  1932   $3,549.12 

Year  Ended  March  31,  1933— 

Binder  Twine   $  11,219.80 

Petroleum    6,160.46 

Sundry    1,506.  n 

$  r8,976.37 

Operating  Expenses    2,772.01 

$  16,204.36 

Allocated  to  U.F.A.   $9,279.54 

Dividends  Paid   9,639.44 

  18,918.98 

Over  Distributed     2,714.62 

Undistributed  Surplus  Remaining   $  834.50 

Year  Ended  March  31,  1934 — 

Binder  Twine   $  5,062.47 

Petroleum    6,500.34 

Sundry    2,155.07 

$  13,807.88 

Operating  Expense   3,181.45 

$  10,626.43 

Allocated  to  U.F.A.   $3,750.00 

Dividends  Paid    6,563.35 

  10,313.35 

Undistributed  Surplus  for  Year     313.O? 

Undistributed  Surplus  to  Date   $1,147.58 

Year  Ended  March  31,  1935 — 

Binder  Twine   $  6,124.86 

Petroleum    5,607.27 

Sundry    2,958.83 

$  14,690.06 

Operating  Expense    4,700.28 

$  9,990.68 

Allocated  to  U.F.A.   $4,050.00 

Dividends  Paid  6,724.08 

  10,774.08 

Over  Distribution  for  Year     783.40 


Undistributed  Surplus  to  Date  
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$  364-18 


Over  Distribution  to  March  31,  1935   $  364.18 

Year  Ended  March  31,  1936 — 

Binder  Twine    $  11,122.56 

Petroleum    7,668.30 

Sundry    1,871.74 

$  20,662.60 

Operating  Expense    9,525.46 

$  11,137-14 

Allocated  U.F.A.   $4,950.00 

Dividends  Paid  8,131.69 

  13,081.69 

Over  Distributed  for  Year     1,944.55 

Over  Distribution  to  Date   $1,580.37 

Nine  Months  to  December  31,  1936 — 

Binder  Twine   $  4,516.41 

Petroleum    22,930.85 

Sundry    2,049.74 

$  29,497.00 

Operating  Expense   12,844.67 

$  16,652.33 

Dividends  Paid   8,749.37 

Undistributed  for  the  Nine  Months     7,902.96 

Undistributed  at  December  31,  1936   $6,322.59 


Represented  by — 

Fixed  Assets    $16,516.09 

Liquid  Assets    5,94545 

  $  22,461.54 

Immediate  Liabilities    3,773-94 

Deferrable  Liabilities  .   4,500.00 

Liabilities  on  Plant   7,865.01 

  16,138.95 


Undistributed  Surplus  as  Above   $  6,322.59 


Respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
GEORGE  E.  CHURCH, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND. 
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REPORT  OF  "THE  U.F.A.  Limited 


We  regret  to  have  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  your  Executive  found 
iiself  reluctantly  compelled  to  cease  publication  of  our  weekly  paper  "The 
United  Farmer,"  at  the  end  of  March. 

Newspaper  enterprises  involve  considerable  financial  risk  at  all  times  and 
in  these  recent  years  it  has  been  increasingly  difficult  to  produce  any  paper  or 
journal  devoted  to  the  interests  and  point  of  view  of  any  organization  seeking 
to  effect  changes  in  public  policy.  Every  practical  expedient  was  canvassed  with 
a  view  to  continuing  publication  in  some  form,  because  we  are  convinced  that  a 
great  service  was  being  rendered  to  our  members  and  subscribers  both  during 
the  period  of  twelve  years  when  our  publication  was  in  magazine  form  and 
known  as  "The  U.F.A.,"  and  during  the  twenty  months  it  was  in  the  form  of 
i:  weekly  newspaper  under  the  name  "The  United  Farmer." 

We  are  grateful  to  the  editor,  Mr.  W.  Norman  Smith,  and  the  advertising 
manager,  Miss  Amelia  Turner,  for  the  able  and  unstinting  service  they  gave 
to  the  organization  in  this  branch  of  our  work  for  so  many  years.  In  their 
new  venture,  "The  Western  Farm  Leader,"  we  wish  them  real  success. 

Having  been  empowered  by  the  Convention  of  1936  to  deal  with  the  whole 
matter  of  newspaper  publication  the  Board  at  the  post-convention  meeting  passed 
on  those  powers  to  your  Executive  with  instructions  to  investigate  the  possibil- 
ity of  carrying  on  publicity  work  in  co-operation  with  other  papers,  e.g.,  "The 
Western  Producer"  and  the  "People's  Weekly."  Conferences  were  held  with 
managers  and  other  officials  of  these  publications  and  with  Mr.  J.  R.  Love, 
Editor  and  Manager  of  the  "Cowbell,"  official  organ  of  the  Dairy  Pools.  In. 
each  and  all  of  these  cases  the  Executive  found  itself  faced  with  financial  risks 
which  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a  further  decline  in  the  membership  of  the 
Association  and  the  improbability  of  any  substantial  revenue  from  advertising 
or  subscriptions  we  dare  not  incur.  Accordingly  no  action  along  those  lines 
was  undertaken. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  to  this  Convention  will  show  that  "The  U.F.A. 
Limited"  after  ceasing  publication  of  "The  United  Farmer"  proceeded  to  realize 
on  the  assets  of  the  company,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  had  succeeded 
through  the  collection  of  accounts  receivable  in  materially  reducing  its  indebted- 
ness to  the  Association.    All  liabilities  to  other  interests  have  been  fully  met. 

•     ROBERT  GARDINER, 
MRS.  ELENORE  PRICE, 
NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY, 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND, 
GEORGE  E.  CHURCH, 
J.  E.  BROWN. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  TvYENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

of  the 

UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA  INC. 

PALLISER  HOTEL,  CALGARY, 
 January  19-22nd,  1957   


President  Robert  Gardiner  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
D  a.m.  and  officially  declared  the  convention  open. 

The  invocation  was  delivered  by  Rev.  W.F.  K-elloway,  PH.D. 
Knox  United  Church,  Calgary. 

President  Gardiner  informed  the  convention  having  received 
the  regrets  of  &is  Honor  Lt.  Gov..  Primrose  at  being  unable  to  attend 
on  account  of  illness. 

Mayor  Andrew  Davidson  delivered  an  addre? s  of  welcome  on 
behalf  of  the  city  and  extended  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  the  delegates. 
His  worship  alluded  to  the  long  and  honorable  career  of  the  Organization 
and  promised  co-operation  of  all  civic  officials  in  making  the  conven- 
tion a  success. 

President  Gardiner  read  a  letter  of  regret  from  Premier 
Aberhart  to  the  effect  that  owing  to  pressure  of  business  none  of  the 
Ministers  could  attend  the  convention.    A  message  of  good  wishes  for  the 
Convention  accompanied  the  letter. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  CONVENTION.  Moved  that  ^resident  Gardiner  be  chairman 

Carried. 


of  the  Convention  with  power  to  appoint  assistants. 
E.J.  Garland  and  Hugh  Critchlow  were  appointed  assistants. 


Messrs. 


CONVENTION  COMMITTEES.  The  slate  of  nominations  proposed  by  the  Board 
was  adopted  as  follows: 


Or  er  of  Business  Credentials 


J. K. Sutherland 
Geo.  Church 
H.E. Heath 
Mrs.  W.Rcss 


M.H.  Ward 
W.W.Scott 
P.S.  Eeatt 


Ushering 
J.M.  Wheatley 
A.J.  Paul 
I.V.  Macklin 
Jas.  Bentley 


Resolutions 
J.E.Brown 
H.E.Spencer 
R.  Hennig 
R.  Pye 


Enterta-nment 
Jas.  ^entley 
J.M.  Whe&tley 
Mis:  M.  Archibald 

PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS  was  read  by  President  Gardiner  and  a  motion  to 
receive  same  was  adopted.    Thanks  of  the  convention  were  tendered,  to  the 
President. 


U.F.?'.A.  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS  was  read  by  the  President,  Mrs.  R.  Price,  and 
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a  motion  to  receive  same  was  adopted.    The  thanks  of  the  Convention 
were  tendered  to  Mrs,  Price. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  was  read  by  K.E.  Priestley,  Vice-President 
ThT  report  was  adopted. 

The  Convention  adjourned  at  12  noon  until  2  p.m. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

Assistant  Chairman,  Hugh  ^ritchlow,  called  the  Convention 
to  order  at  2  p.m. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS.  Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  Auditor,  read  the  financial 
statement  together  with  a  covering  report  showing  the  operations  of  the 
United  Farmer  and  the  U.F.A.  Ltd. 

Telegram  from  John  A.  **ohansen  wishing  God  speed  to  the 
Convention  was  read  by  the  chairman. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (85  Sup.)  Resolved,  that  section  15  of  the 
Constitution  be  amended  by  adding  sub-section  5  to  read  as  follows: 
"the  two  members  elected  to  the  Board  of  the  Central  Co-operative 
Association  by  the  Annual  Conference  of  district  and  Constituency  Co- 
operatives shall  have  full  delegate  standing  at  the  Annual  Convention." 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT.    Resolved,  that  Section  17  of  the  Constitution 
be  amended  by  striking  out  sub-  section  4  and  substituting  therefor: 
"The  membership  fee  payable  to  Central  Office  for  members  of  Junior 
Locals  shall  be  50  cents  for  all  members  over  16  years,  and  10  cents  for 
members  under  16  years." 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  (87  Sup.)  Resolved,  that  Section  10,  sub- 
section 3  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents"  in  the  third  line  and  substituting  therefore 
the  words  "one  dollar". 

This  resolution  also  covered  resolutions  5  and  62. 

Moved  Col.  C.W.Robinson  that  the  resolution  be  tabled 
until  after  the  Convention  had  decided  the  question  of  whether  the 
organization  was  to  remain  in  politics  or  rot. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  motion  to  table  was 

carried. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  No.  1.    Resolved,  that  Section  12,  Par.  2  be 
amended  by  strikirg  out  the  words  "Reserve  Trust  Fund  Committee"  and  in- 
serting therefor  "The  U.F.A.  Executive." 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT. No.  2.    Whereas,  according  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  Section  16,  sub-section  2,  "Members  of  the 
U.F.W.A.  shall  have  the  same  standing  in  the  Association  as  members  of 
the  U.F.A. ,  and 

Whereas  by  virtue  of  this  section  members  of  the  U.F.W.A. 
have  the  right  and  do  exercise  that  right,  of  voting  in  the  election  of 
the  president  of  the  U.F.A.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  all  future  conventions, 
nominations  for  and  election  of  the  president  and  vice-president  of  the 
U.F.A.  shall  be  held  in  joint  session  only. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  -  JOINT  SESSIONS  -  No.  4  (Wet.  Federal  C.A.) 

Although  much  benefit  and  pleasure  are  derived  from  the 
attendance  of  various  intere  ting  speakers  at  the  annual  convention 
of  the  U.F.W.A.  yet  there  is  a  pressing  need  of  closer  contact  and  co- 
operation between  all  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Locals  in  convention 
assembled,  and 

Whereas,  our  organization  is  at  the  present  time  passing 
through  a  period  of  transition; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  more  time  be  allotted  to  joint 
convention  of  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  at  least  one  such  session 
be  devoted  to  consideration  of  organizational  activities. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

ALLOCATION  OF  MEMBERSHIP  DUES  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  6.  Whereas,  we 
feel  that  our  women  directors  are  making  personal  sacrifices  for  our 
cause,  and, 

Whereas,  their  recompense  is  entirely  inadequate  to  cover 
their  expenses  regardless  of  their  loss  of  time,  and 

Whereas,  we  know  that  if  we  are  to  carry  on  our  organization 
we  must  maintain  their  services; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  larger  portion  of  our  dues 
be  set  aside  for  their  expenses. 

After  discussion  the  resolution  was  lost. 
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CENTRAL  OFFICE  EXPENSES  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  7.    Whereas,  the  work 
of  organization  and  extension  in  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  is  suffering 
through  lack  of  funds,  and 

Whereas,  our  membership  has  decreased; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  costs  of  maintaining 
Central  Office  be  greatly  reduced. 

No  seconder. 

INFORMATION  FOR  LOCALS  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  8.  Resolved,  that  Central 
Office  be  asked  to  keep  all  locals  better  informed  of  all  business  of 
the  U.F.A.  Organization. 

No  mover. 

CONSCRIPTION  OF  ftTALTH  IN  EVENT  OF  TAR  (Board  Resolution)  No.  68.  Whereas, 
profit  making  may  be  an  incentive  to  war,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  disgrace  to  humanity,  an  insult  both  to  the 
intelligence  and  the  moral  sense  of  our  time  to  allow  a  few  people  to  use 
a  disaster  to  humanity  like  war  as  a  means  of  making  profit,  and 

Whereas,  the  taking  of  profit  out  of  war  by  conscription  of 
wealth  in  war  time  would  not  only  be  a  deterrent  to  international  strife 
but  would  in  the  event  of  war,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  prevent  it, 
find  the  nation  the  better  prepared  to  defend  itself  if  wealth  were  con- 
scripted for  the  nation's  use; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  urgently  request  the  Federal  Government  to  pass  legis- 
lation as  speedily  as  possible  providing  for  : 

(a)  That  all  industries  now  engaged  in  production  of  war  material  for 
legitimate  defence  or  for  export  toother  countries  for  the  purpose  of 
war,  such  as  the  nickel  industry  and  munition  and  aeroplane  factories, 
be  nationalized  at  once,  and 

(b)  That  in  the  event  of  Canada  being  involved  in  another  war  at  any 
time  in  the  futurg,  every  industry  or  agency  necessary  in  the  struggle, 
shall  be  automatically  conscripted  so  that  no  one  shall  make  personal 
gain  from  the  national  calamity  and  all  shall  bear  a  share  of  the  inevit- 
able destruction  of  wealth,  and 

(c)  That  such  legislation  be  passed  now  and  not  left  until  after  war 
breaks  out  when  the  influence  of  wealth  might  block  the  proposal  and  when 
the  realty  of  national  danger  from  an  enemy  would  serve  as  a  strong 
weapon  in  the  hands  of  profiteers  to  prevent  action  being  taken. 
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Col.  Robinson  wanted  to  know  whether  the  resolution  also 
covered  the  conscription  of  man  power.    He  believed  it  ought  to.  include 
man  power,  wealth  and  industry  so  that  everything  was  covered  and 
nobody  could  make  any  profit. 

Another  delegate  thought  it  was  not  enough  for  the  conven- 
tion to  pass  this  resolution  but  stated  every  local  should  circulate  a 
petition  to  like  effect  and  present  same  to  Parliament. 

Resolution  was  carried  by  unanimous  standing  vote. 

REPEAL  OF  MILITARY  SERVICE  ACT  (Wetaskiwin  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  53.  Whereas, 
the  Military  Service  Act  of  1917  is  still  on  the  statute  books  of  Canada, 
making  every  Canadian  of  military  age  liable  to  conscription,  and 

Whereas,  we  see  clear  indications  of  the  near  approach  of 
another  great  war  in  which  Canada  may  be  involved,  without  any  reference 
to  her  people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  the  immediate 
fepeal  of  the  Military  Service  Act  of  1917. 

Resolution  was  tabled  pending  receipt  of  information,  as 
some  doubt  wafe  expressed  as  to  whether  this  Act  had  automatically  lapsed 
with  the  ending  of  the  last  war  in  1918. 

LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS  (Board  Resolution)  No.  SO.    Whereas,  the  aim  of  the 
League  of  Nations  when  formed  was  the  keeping  of  the  peace  of  the  world,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  time  certain  weaknesses  have 
developed  which  have  been  a  shock  to  the  supporters  of  the  League, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  go  on  record 
most  emphatically  in  favor  of  the  League  of  Nations  being  reorganized 
along  definite  lines  to  make  it  function  as  it  was  first  intended,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Canadian  Government 
to  give  instructions  to  its  League  delegates  to  act  accordingly. 

Motion  to  refer  back  to  the  Resolutions  Committee  for 
redrafting  was  carried. 

MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  SPAIN  (Barons  Local  U.F.A.)No.  27.  Whereas, 
Canadians  have  sent  the  Dr.  Bethune  Medical  Unit  to  Spain  to  help 
take  care  of  the  sick,  wounded  and  homeless,  and 

Whereas,  because  of  the  long  continuance  of  the  struggle  the 
need  for  help  is  increasing; 


Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  our  organization  solicit 
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the  help  of  its  members  and  friends  to  support  the  aforesaid  Medical  Unit 
in  their  effort  to  alleviate  the  suffering  caused  by  this  merciless 
conflict. 

Carried  without  discussion. 

LICENSING  OF  PRESS  (Board  Resolution)  No.  63.  Whereas,  government  control 
of  the  press  in  this  Province  by  means  of  a  licensing  system  has  been 
threatened,  and 

Whereas,  the  carrying  into  effect  of  this  threat  would  give 
powers  of  censorship  to  the  government  which  are  incompatible  with  the 
principles  of  a  free  democracy,  and  in  fact,  have  not  been  exercised  in 
Anglo-Saxon  countries  in  times  of  peace  since  the  fight  for  freedom  of  the 
press  was  won  as  the  outcome  of  the  struggles  against  arbitrary  control 
in  the  eighteenth  century,  and 

Whereas,  independence  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  supporting 
progressive  causes  would  be  more  gravely  imperilled  than  that  of  publica- 
tions supported  by  powerful  vested  interests  if  the  principle  of  government 
licensing  of  the  press  were  established,  since  the  Province  lacks  pov/ers 
to  exclude  the  importation  of  printed  matter  through  the  mails,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  vital  to  the  maintenance  of  freedom  of  ex- 
pression that  the  sole  right  to  adjudicate  upon  such  matters  as  libel  and 
other  offences  against  the  law  should  rest  with  the  courts,  which  are 
independent  of  political  party  control; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  do  declare  in  the  most  positive  manner  our  opposition  to  the 
introduction  of  a  system  of  press  licensing  which  through  legislation  or 
regulation  would  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  otherwise  than  already  provided 
through  the  courts,  restrict  or  limit  full  liberty  of  expression  by  the 
press  of  this  Province. 

By  a  standing  vote  the  resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

NATURAL  PRODUCTS  MARKETING  ACT  (Sturgeon  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  50.    Where  s, 
the  situation  which  prevails  in  Western  Canada  in  respect  of  livestock, 
dairy,  poultry  and  many  other  products,  as  evidenced  by  falling  prices 
in  the  case  of  many  of  these  products  at  a  time  of  increasing  production 
costs,  together  toith  the  obvious  necessity  of  providing  some  organized 
control  of  our  export  trade  in  these  commodities,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  uniformity  of  quality  and  continuity  of  supply  which  is  essential  if 
we  are  to  maintain  and  expand  our  export  sales,  have  rendered  it  imperative 
that  legislative  authority  be  given  for  the  establishment  of  such  organized 
control,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  equally  imperative  that  such  control  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  producers  themselves  and  in  their  interests; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  producing 
farmers  demand  that  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  within  their 
respective  spheres  of  jurisdiction,  enact  such  legislation  as  will  carry 
into  effect  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  Natural  Products  Marketing  Act, 
and  thus  make  possible  the  organized  control  b;   the  farmers  of  the  domestic 
and  export  sale  of  their  own  products. 

Replying  to  Col.  Robinson,  Mr.  Priestley  stated  he  believed 
that  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  Bennett  Acts  was  still  before  the 
Privy  Council  to  which  they  had  been  referred. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

PRICE  OF  SELECT  AND  FINISHED  BACON  HOGS  (Red  Deer  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  54. 

Whereas,  when  the  market  is  flooded  with  unfinished  hogs  as 
happened  this  fall,  the  price  of  finished  hogs  drops  also,  irrespective 
of  the  price  of  hog  products  on  the  British  market  for  which  our  select 
bacon  is  eariauked,  so  we  are  told; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  steps  be  taken  to  ensure  a 
just  price  for  such  select  and  finished  bacon  hogs,  when  the  above  market 
condition  is  evident. 

Moved  in  amendment  Beatt,  that  the  resolution  be  referred  back 
to  the  resolutions  committee.    N0  seconded. 

Resolution  carried. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  FARM  CONDITIONS  (Board  Resolution)  No.  73.    Whereas,  some 
occupations  because  of  the  relatively  small  number  engaged  in  them  are 
thoroughly  organized  with,  in  some  cases,  the  organization  supported  by 
legislation,  while  on  the  other  hand  occupations  such  as  agriculture  have 
been  unable  to  organize  to  a  degree  that  enables  them  to  compete  with  the 
highly  organized  occupations  on  anything  like  a  fair  basis,  and 

Whereas,  our  experiments  in  Co-operative  Purchasing  and  Co- 
operative Selling  have  clearly  indicated  that  voluntary  effort  will  never 
adquately  meet  the  need  and  secure  for  the  primary  producer  a  share  of 
returns  in  proportion  to  the  contribution  made  towards  production  which 
ends  only  at  the  point  of  cs>9mption; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be 
instructed  to  make  a  study  of  farm  conditions  and  report  back  to  the  next 
Convention  with  special  reference  to  the  follo?dng  points: 

1.  urganization  necessary  to  place  agriculture  on  an  equal 
basis  with  other  occupations. 

2.  Processing  or  partial  processing  necessary  in  order  to 
most  effectively  market  our  products. 

3.  Methods  of  production  including  any  necessary  reorganization 
of  the  industry,  standardization  and  grading  of  products,  co-operative 
purchasing  of  equipment. 


45 


-8- 

4.  Ways  and  means  of  financing  organization  or  processing 
necessary  either  by  way  of  assessment  or  p^  cdiAion  or  otherwise. 

5.  Desirability  or  otherwise  of  compulsory  legislation  to 
support  organization. 

6.  Co-operation  necessary  with  other  provinces. 

Delegate  &enry  Toung  protested  that  nbbody  seemed  to  want  to 
explain  the  board  resolutions  and  another  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
whaJ  was  in  the  minds  of  the  Board  when  the  resolution  was  drafted. 

President  Gardiner  explained  that  a  deadlock  had  been 
reached  by  marketing  organizations  and  things  could  not  be  allowed  to 
stop  where  they  were.    The  intent  of  the  resolution  was  to  find  out  what 
steps  could  be  taken  and  to  bring  a  recommendation  back  next  year  to  see 
whether  it  was  worthwhile. 

Resolution  carried. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  INSECTS  (Kerndale  U.F.A.  Local)  N0.  75.    Whereas,  the  bot 
or  nose  fly  is  a  continuous  nuisance  to  the  users  of  horses  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta  and  is  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  animals,  and 

Whereas,  this  insect  can  be  exterminated  at  slight  cost  by 
veterinary  treatment  in  the  winter  season; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  bot  treatment  for  horses 
during  winter  season  be  made  compulsory  in  the  Province  of  Alberta;  that 
the  treatment  be  given  by  qualified  veterinaries  appointed  by  the  Prov- 
incial Governmen'.  and  that  the  cost  of  the  treatment  be  paid  from  the 
provincial  general  revenue. 

Resolution  was  lost. 

MIGRATORY  GAME  BIRDS  CONSERVATION. (Board  Resolution)  No.  59  sup.  Whereas, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  large  areas  of  prairie  are  now  under  cultivation 
thereby  destroying  natural  nesting  places,  and 

Whereas,  the  number  of  our  migratory  game  birds,  particularly 
wild  ducks,  are  continually  being  depleted  by  reason  of  excessive  shoo  King, 
periods  of  drought  and  various  other  reasons,  and 

Whereas,  owing  largely  to  the  above  conditions  unless  some 
real  conservation  action  is  undertaken,  these  valuable  birds  will 
become  extinct; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Provincial 
and  Federal  Governments  to  take  such  action  as  is  possible  to  conserve  this 
valuable  natural  resource  and  to  this  end  we  would  strongly  urge  that  the 
following  suggested  remedies  be/into  practice: 

put 
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1.  Joint  representation  by  the  various  provincial  authorities 
and  the  Federal  Government,  to  the  United  States  for  joint  action  towards 
a  stringent  reduction  in  shooting  privileges  during  the  migration  period. 

2.  The  setting  up  of  permanent  public  game  and  bird  sanct- 
uaries, particularly  in  the  dry  area  and  the  encouragement  and  assistance 
to  farmers  and  ranchers  to  do  the  same  on  their  own  lands. 

3.  A  closed  season  on  wild  duck  shooting  for  at  least  one, 
and  preferrably  two  years  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Province. 

Carried. 

SOLUTION  OF  DROUGHT  AND  SOIL  DRIFTING  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)  No.  23.  Whereas, 
it  is  essential  to  the  economic  welfare  of  Alberta  and  the  whole  of 
Western  Canada  that  a  solution  be  found  if  possible,  for  the  problem  of 
drought,  floods  and  soil  drfiting,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  this  is  largely  a  man  made  problem 
and  that  summer  droughts  have  been  intensified  by  the  draining  of  sloughs 
and  lakes;  by  the  clearing  of  bush  and  timer  lands;  and  by  replacing  the 
natural  prairie  sod  by  large  areas  of  black  summer- fallow,  and 

Whereas,  past  governments  have  rendered  financial  aid  in 
draining  large  areas  of  sloughs,  marshes  and  lakes; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Alberta  Provincial 
Government  to  give  this  flood  and  drought  problem  their  earnest  considera- 
tion along  the  following  suggested  lines: 

1.  A  complete  reversal  of  policy  in  regard  to  draining  water 
areas  so  that  no  individual  or  municipality  be  permitted  to  ditch  and  drain 
without  provincial  authorization. 

2.  A  program  of  education  be  undertake  to  persuade  farmers 
to  dam  up  the  spring  run-sff  water  whenever  and  wherever  possible. 

3.  That  a  larger  grant  be  set  aside  to  assist  in  this  being 

done. 

4.  To  set  aside  as  much  light  land  as  possible  for  forest 
reserves  and  plant  suitable  trees. 

5.  To  try  and  work  out  a  plan  with  the  municipalities  in  the 
"prairie"  belt  whereby  a  farmer  would  receive  either  cash  bonus  or  a 
certain  rebate  in  taxes  for  every  half  mile  of  Caragana  hedge  he  planted 
and  kept  in  proper  state  of  cultivation. 

6.  To  enact  legislation  compelling  those  who  have  bush  land  to 
leave  strips  of  land  at  least  three  or  four  rods  uncleared  cn  the  west  and 
north  of  each  quarter. 


Carried. 
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AMALOAMATION  OF  U.0,5.  AND  WHEAT  POOL  (Coronation  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  24. 

Whereas,  we  have  in  the  thr- eprairie  provinces  two  large  grain 
marketing  organizations,  the  ^nited  Grain  Growers  and  the  provincial 
Wheat  Pools,  and 

Whereas,  these  two  organizations  are  in  the  main  financed,  owned 
and  operated  by  the  same  people,  and 

Whereas,  this  duplication  of  effort  is  very  expensive  to  the 
farmers  who  own  them  because  of  overlapping  of  facilities,  large  overhead 
and  administrative  costs,  and 

Whereas,  it  has  been  estimated  that  considerable  saving  could  be 
effected  by  amalgamation  or  federation  of  these  two  organizations, 
thereby  doing  away  with  unnecessary  competition,  and 

Whereas,  the  situation  is  complicated  insofar  as  Alberta  is  con- 
cerned by  the  fact  that  these  two  organizations  are  spread  over  the 
provinces  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan,  and 

k'hereas,  one  strong  compact  unified  group  would  be  much  more 
successful  in  upholding  co-operative  effort  and  resisting  the  efforts 
of  the  organized  competitive  grain  trade  to  destroy  the  farmers'  grain 
marketing  enterprises,  and 

Whereas,  it  will  require  a  great  deal  of  careful  thought  and 
study  to  the  end  that  the  above  objective  be  reached  on  an  equitable 
and  proper  basis; 

Therefor^  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  suggest  to  the 
Boards  of  the  ^nited  Grain  Growers  and  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  that  they 
each  select  two  members  of  their  Boards  to  meet  with  the  U.F.A.  Exec- 
utive to  study  and  report  on  some  feasible  plan  of  union  on  the  follow- 
ing suggested  basis: 

1.  Some  agreed  on  proportion  of  savings  effected,  be  earmarked 
for  the  benefit  of  those  employees  of  either  of  these  two  organizations 
whose  services  might  not  be  further  required,  this  preferrably  to  be  on 
some  superannuation  basis. 

2.  Control  to  be  from  the  bottom  up,  entirely  democratic. 

3.  Equitable  financial  basis  with  due  regard  to  theequity  both 
of  the  shareholders  of  the  United  Grain  Growers  and  the  contract 
signers  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

4.  Adequate  provision  for  and  inducement  to  new  members  to 

join. 

5.  Necessary  expenses  incurred  in  above  investigation  to  be 
borne  by  the  two  commercial  organizations. 


Carried. 
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WHEAT  BOARD  (Board  Resolution)  No.  70  (covering  also  44,45,46,^7  and  48) 

Whereas,  the  present  Federal  Government  has  rendered  the 
Wheat  Board  entirely  inoperative  despite  the  desire  for  such  a  Board 
manifested  by  prairie  farmers  though  the  Wheat  Pool,  the  United  Grain 
Growers,  the  U.F.A.  and  other  farm  organizations  in  the  other  Provinces, 
and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  centralized  method  of  selling 
through  a  Governnent  Board  is  the  best  and  most  efficient  method  of 
disposing  of  our  grain,  and 

Whereas,  re  believe  that  such  a  method  ensures  to  the  grower 
the  best  return  for  his  product,  and 

Whereas,  the  Turgeon  Commission  has  been  empowered  to  enquire 
into  all  phases  of  the  problems  involved  in  the  marketing  of  our  grain; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  reaffirm  the  position  we  have  taken  consistently  in 
the  past  in  favor  of  a  Wheat  Board  with  adequate  producer  representation 
for  the  purpose  of  marketing  821  of  our  Western  Canadian  grain  crop. 

Carried. 

MUNICIPAL  HOSPITALS  ACT  (*eace  River  Federal  C.A.)  No.  35.    Whereas,  undr 
the  Municipal  Hospital  Act,  a  resident  renter  must  pay  the  same  rate 
as  a  non-ratepayer,  and 

Whereas,  he  indirectly  pays  the  tax; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  renter  on  the  land  of  an 
absentee  owner  get  the  benefit  of  the  low  rate  or  that  the  absentee 
owner  of  the  land  nominate  a  beneficiary  who  shall  enjoy  the  ratepayers1 
rate  in  hospital,  provided  always  that  the  beneficiary  is  an  occupant 
of  assessable  land. 

Carried . 

TRAVELLING  CLINICS  (Board.  Resolution)  No.  65.    Resdved,  that  this 
Convention  respectfully  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to  continue  the 
policy  of  holding  clinics  in  the  outlying  districts  and.  to  increase  this 
service  to  the  greatest  extent  possible. 

Carried. 

RURAL  EDUCATION  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  37.    Whereas,  under  the 
present  school  system  the  children  of  the  agricultural  population  are 
placed  under  a  gre<rt  handicap  inasmuch  as  they  are  prohibited  from  taking 
the  higher  grades  owing  to  economic  conditions; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  at  least  grade  9  be  taught  in  all 
rural  schools  and  further  more  that  provision  be  made  that  all  rural 
children  who  desire  to  take  the  higher  grades  be  enable  to  do&o  without 
causing  undue  financial  hardship  to  the  parents. 

Carried. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  7:30  in  the  evening. 
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IVENINC-  SESSION 

The  evening  session  opened  with  a  musical  program  and 
community  singing. 

Kev.  ff.  Hollingsowrth  D.D.  of  Ilillhurst  United  Chuarch,  del- 
ivered a  five  minute  address. 

ADDRESS  RABBI  EI SEN  of  Edmonton.      Rabbi  Eisen  gave  a  lengthy  and  in- 
spirational address  on  "Wandering  in  Scandinavia"  in  which  the  co- 
operative activities  in  these  countries  were  exhaustively  explained. 
The  address  in  addition  to  being  an  interesting  travelogue  was  full  of 
sparkling  comment  on  current  international  affairs  of  interest  to 
democracy.    It  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  cultural  attainment  and  social 
security  where  democracy  is  really  practiced. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  morning  at  9:50. 

WEDNESDAY  MORgING 

Chairman  Critchlow  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  9:30  a.m. 

On  a  question  of  privilege  a  delegate  called  attention  to  a 
report  in  the  Calgary  Albertan  to  the  effect  that  the  Convention  had 
parsed  a  resolution  demanding  $1.  wheat. 

^n  a  motion  from  the  floor  of  the  house  it  was  decided  to  ask 
the  Executive  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Albertan  to  the  inaccuracy 
and  to  request  that  a  correction  be  made. 

Mr.  ^riestley  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Canadian  broadcast  of  the  convention  had  stated  that  a  resolution  had 
been  passed  demanding  the  conscription  of  all  man-po^er  in  the  event 
of  war.    This  was  not  correct,    ^o  action  was  taken. 

RETURN  OF  EXAMINATION  PAPERS  (Pembina  prov.  C.A.)  Whereas,  there  has 
been  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  the  matter  of  Departmental  Exam- 
ination papers,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  deemed  to  be  of  advantage  to  both  pupils  and 
teachers  that  papers  in  which  the  pupils  have  f ailed  be  returned  to  them^ 
and 

Whereas,  many  students  are  leaving  school  as  they  feel  it  is 
useless  to  attempt  to  pass  these  examinations; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Department  be  requested  to 
return  these  papers  on  request  so  the  pqpdls  may  benefit  by  the 
perusal  of  same. 

Carried. 
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FABIf  RELIEF  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)  No.  29  (covering  also  Nos.  71  and  72) 

Resolved,  that  in  view  of  the  crop  failure  in  Southern 
Alberta  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  make  immediate  preparation 
for  adequate  relief  measures  to  ensure  feed,  seed  and  fuel  oil  relief; 
also  for  the  necessities  of  life  for  the  people  in  the  areas  involved. 

Moved  J.K.  Sutherland  that  Resolution  71  be  substituted  for 
No.  29.  Lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  insert  after  the  words  "we  ask  the"  the 
words  "Dominion  Government  and" . 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "in  such  areas  as  may  be 
classified  by  the  Crops  Rehabilitation  Board  as  fit  for  wheat  production". 

Amendment  lost. 

Resolution  as  originally  amended  carried. 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORT.  Motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland  to  take  up  the 
Co-operative  Committee  report  was  carried. 

Mr.  Priestley  then  read  the  report.    Considerable  discussion 
followed.    Hon.  J.E.Erownlee  answered  a  number  of  legal  questions  that  had 
arisen  as  a  result  of  the  Trades  and  Industries  Act.    He  explained  that 
these  matters  had  been  taken  up  with  the  provincial  government  and  al- 
though not  yet  settled  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  U]  shot  would  be 
that  the  co-operntives  would  be  able  to  carry  on  along  the  lines  they  had 
hitherto  done. 

At  this  stage  Mr.  Priestley  explained  that  a  clause  dealing  with 
fire  and  motor  insurance  had.  been  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  report 
by  the  printers  and  a  delegate  thereupon  moved  that  the  report  be  tabled 
until  such  time  as  this  omission  was  available. 

Motion  to  table  carried. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT,  were  then  celled  for  by  Chairman  Critchlow. 
Robert  Gardiner  and  H.E.Spencer  were  nominated,    *r.  Spencer  stated  that 
he  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  great  work  accomplished  by  Mr. 
Gardiner  and  therefore  with  the  permission  of  his  nominator  he  would 
withdraw  as  he  did  not  wish  to  oppose  Mr.  Gardiner. 

The  chairman  then  declared  Mr.  Gardiner  elected  for  his 
seventh  consecutive  term  unanimously. 

In  acknowledging  his  election  Mr.  Gardiner  said  "I  can  assure 
you  that  I  appreciate  very  much  indeed  the  fact  that  you  have  for  another 
year  elected  me  as  president  of  this  organization.    It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  blow  my  own  horn  to  tell  you  that  I  have  played  a  part  in  this 
organization.    I  have  been  a  member  for  more  years  than  I  care  to 
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remember.    As  far  as  I  am  concerned  this  organization  is  one  of  the 
most  important  things,  I  might  say  the  most  important,  in  my  life. 
In  these  circumstarces  you  can  readily  understand  that  insofar  as  I 
am  capable  1  shall  conduct  the  business  of  this  organization  in  the 
interests  of  agriculture  to  the  best  of  my  ability.    I  cannot  promise 
more  than  that,  but  I  do  promise  you  that.    I  thank  you  for  your  action." 

Convention  adjourned  until  2  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTMNOON 

As.sistant  Chairman  E.J.  Garland  called  the  convention  to  order 
at  2  p.m.    A  letter  was  read  from  E.A.  Hansen  congratulating  President 
Gardiner  and  President  Mrs.  Price  of  the  U.F.W.A.  on  the  annual 
addresses  which  had  been  heard  by  the  writer  over  the  radio. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.  The  following  were  nominated:  Norman  F. 
Priestley,  J.K.  Sutherland,  E.J.  Garland,  H.B.  MacLeod,  H.E.Spencer,  and 
Gorman  Stewart.    Messrs.  Garland,  MacLeod,  Sutherland  and  Stewart  with- 
drew, leaving  only  Messrs.  Priestley  and  Spencer  on  the  ballot. 

M.H.  Ward,  chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee  reported  on 
the  ballot  and  Mr.  Priestley  was  declared  elected.    Mr.  Spencer  thereupon 
moved  that  Mr.  Priestley1 s  election  be  declared  unanimous.  Carried. 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE  PEPORT.  Moved  that  the  Co-operative  Committee's 
report  be  again  taker,  up.    Carried.  Discussion  resumed. 

Mr.  Priestley  thereupon  read  the  paragraph  which  had  been 
omitted  from  Page  23  in  the  printed  report. 

Agreed  that  a  copy  of  the  paragraph  be  distributed  to  the 
delegates. 

CONSOLIDATED  RESOLUTION  FUTURE  POLICY  (Resolutions  Committee)  No.  66 
Whereas,  the  primary  function  of  the  U.F.A.  is  and  has  been 
the  improvement  of  our  social  conditions  and  the  raising  of  the  econom- 
ic status  of  farmers  and  their  families; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  believes  this 
end  can  best  be  accomplished  by  the  U.F.A.  as  an  organization  ceasing 
all  political  activity. 

Covering  also  Nos.  67,  88,10,11,15,14,15,16,  and  17. 

Mr.  Spencer  moved  an  amendment  to  insert  between  the  words 
"all"  and  "political"  the  word  "direct".  Carried. 

Consid.era.ble  discussion  followed. 

Some  discussion  arose  here  on  the  suggertion  of  Mr.  Young 
that  all  speakers  who  wish  make  use  of  the  microphone.  Agreed. 
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Moved  that  all  accredited  visitors  be  given  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  but  without  voting  power.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Convention  adjourned  until  7  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING 

The  Convention  opened  at  7:25  with  community  singing  and  a 
musical  program. 

Mr,  Critchlow  in  the  chair. 

i^ev.  Y/.E.  Morgan,  Rural  Dean,  Diocease  of  Calgary,  gave  a  five 
minute  address. 

Lawrence  E.  Kindt,  M.Sc.  Agricultural  Economist,  Dept.  of 
Agriculture  U.S.  Government,  gave  an  address  on  "Social  and  Economic 
Factors  in  Agricultural  Adjustment  in  the  United  States." 

The  chairman  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  to  Mr. 
Kindt  for  his  splendid  address  and  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  ans- 
w  ring  the  questions  put  to  him  from  the  floor. 

FARMERS  CREDITORS  ARRANGEMENTS  ACT.  (Beard  Resolution)  No.  91 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  hereby  approves  and  endorses  the 
general  principle  of  the  Farmers  Creditors  Arrangements  Act.  This 
convention  believes,  however,  that  the  value  of  the  legislation  is  less- 
ened by  certain  weaknesses  in  the  legislation  and  in  its  administration 
and  recommends  as  follows: 

1.  That  at  least  two  Boards  of  Review  be  appointed  to  adequately 
cope  with  the  volume  of  applications. 

2.  That  the"  ncessary  amendment  to  the  Act  be  passed  to  provide 
as  follows: 

(a)  That  the  Board  of  Review  may  in  its  discretion  review  any 
proposal  heretofore  made. 

(b)  To  permit  Executors  and  Administrators  to  make  application 
under  the  Act. 

(c)  To  enable  the  Board  of  Review  to  deal  with  all  creditors', 
claims  with  less  regard  to  the  objection  of  "privity  of  contract". 

(d)  To  provide  for  remedies  to  creditors  for  default  of  debtors 
meeting  proposals  formulated  by  the  Board  other  than  the  usual  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings. 

Moved  J.M.  Wheatley  and  seconded. 

On  the  request  of  Mr.  Wheatley,  Mr.  J.E.Brownlee  was  asked  to 
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the  platform  to  give  an  outline  of  the  debt  situation  in  the  province 
and  the  necessity  for  such  a  resolution  being  presented  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Erownlee  fully  covered  the  situation  and  answered  many 
questions  put  to  him  by  the  Convention  on  the  matter. 

Moved  in  amendment  H.G.  Young,  and  seconded,  that  resolution 
91  shall  not  be  considered  to  cover  No.  61.  Carried. 

Agreed  that  the  resolution  be  made  available  to  the  delegates. 

Resolution  was  passed. 

Adjournment  at  10  o'clock, 

THURSPAT  MORNING 

Chairman  Garland  called  the  convention  to  order  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  Order  of  Business  Committee  asked  that  sundry  redrafted 
resolutions  be  taken.  Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  women  delegates  to  the  U.F.W.A.  be 
invited  to  attend.  Carried. 

LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS.  No.  90  (redraft  of  No.  80)    Whereas,  the  aim  of  the 
League  of  Nations  when  formed  was  the  keeping  of  the  peace  of  the  world, 
and 

Whereas,  we  are  in  complete  syrr.  -athy  with  the  principles  upon 
which  the  Le;  gue  is  based,  end 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  time  certain  weaknesses  have  developed 
which  have  been  a  shock  to  the  supporters  of  the  League; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  is  most 
emphatically  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  League  Covenant  along  the 
lines  proposed  by  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  at  the  last  League 
assembly,  to  put  teeth  in  the  League  and  to  this  end  we  urge  that  it 
be  made  obligatory  upon  all  member  states  to  apply  sanctions  automatically 
against  any  state  which  makes  war  upon  a  member  of  the  League  in 
defiance  of  the  League's  authority,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Canadian  Government  to 
give  instructions  to  its  League  delegates  to  act  accordingly. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  again  tabled  for 
further  information.  Carried. 

SYSTEM  OF  HANDLING  RELIEF.  (Didsbury  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  50.    Whereas,  the 
system  of  giving  direct  relief  both  to  married  and  single  citizens  of 
Alberta  has  developed  into  more  or  less  of  a  racket,  and 
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Whereas,  a  large  percentage  of  these  receiving  relief  are  not 
making  any  effort  to  obtain  gainful  employment; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  system  of  handling 
relief  cases  be  thoroughly  overhauled  with  a  viev-  to  correcting  abuses. 

Moved  to  refer  the  resolution  back  for  redrafting.  Lost. 

Original  resolution  lost. 

HOME  REHABILITATION  ACT  (Bo?/  River  Federal  C.A.)  No.  39.    Resolved,  that 
the  rate  of  interest  5%  bein:  charged  under  the  Federal  Home  Rehabilitation 
Act  is  unfair  and  excessive  and  further  that  in  our  opinion  a  government 
functioning  in  the  interest  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  should 
provide  for  the  loaning  of  such  monies  at  cost. 

Carried. 

ALL  RISK  CROP  INSURANCE.    By  means  of  a  chart  and  blackboard  Mr.  Lawrence 
Kindt  exhaustively  went  intc  this  scheme  answering  a  number  of  questions 
from  the  floor  of  the  house. 

Thanks  of  the  convention  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Kindt  at  the 
close  of  his  address. 

FUTURE  POLICY.    Discussion  resumed. 

The  convention  adjourned  at  12:15  until  2  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Report  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  to  continue 
discussion  of  resolution  66  until  3  p.m.  adopted. 

^oved  Ward,  TJheatley,  that  the  following  be  substituted 
for  the  original  motion.    "That  by  preferential  ballot  the  convention 
rules  1.    That  we  cease  all  political  action;  2.  That  we  stay  in 
politics  on  the  old  U.F.A.  basis;  3.    That  we  stay  in  politics  on  our 
present  basis  affiliated  with  the  C.C.F." 

Substitute  motion  lost. 

Mrs.  ^rice,  President  of  the  U.F.W.A.  took  the  chair  to 
continue  in  joint  session  and  introduced  tc  the  convention  the  new 
U.F.W.A.  President,  Mrs.  iuarie  Malloy  of  Warner,  Mrs.  Winifred  Ross 
of  Millet,  Firstvice-President  and  fors.  Mary  Banner  of  Endiang, 
second  Vice-President. 

'■^he  Junior  President,  Hiss  Margaret  Archibald,  and  Junior 
Vice-President,  Mr.  Elvins  Spencer  were  asked  to  the  platform. 

REPORT  OF  SENIOR  COMMITTEE  ON  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  WORK,  was  presented  by 

Kiss  Winnifred  Ellston,  Asst.  Secy.,  in  the  absence  of  Mrs.  MbBride, convener. 
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^eport  was  adopted. 

MISS  MARGARET  ARCHIBALD,  presented  the  address  of  the  Junior  president. 
Adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Priestley. 

MR.  ELVINS  SPENCER,  Vice-President  of  the  Junior  Branch,  gave  his  annual 
address  which  was  adopted. 

MR.  CARL  UNTKRSCHULTZ,  Junior  Director  for  Vegreville,  and  winner  of  the 
directors    efficiency*  "ard  of  the  U.F.A.  Executive,  spoke  to  the  conven-  ' 
tion  for  a  few  minutes. 

MR.  TQM  ROBERTS,  rspresentative  of  the  Calgary  Youth  Council,  made  a 
brief  plea  for  the  support  of  the  U.F.A.  in  establishing  Youth  Councils 
and  promoting  the  study  of  the  Canadian  Youth  Act,  to  come  before  the 
Dominion  Parliament  next  session. 

'  0n  behalf  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Convention  Mrs.  Price  made  a 
presentation  to  Miss 'Winnifred  Ellston  and  Miss  Marjorie  Black,  members 
of  Central  Office  staff  for  their  service  and  efficiency.    She  also 
announced  that  a  basket  of  fruit  was  being  sent  to  ^iss  Birch. 

MRS.  ROSS,  gave  her  address  as  convener  of  Educe tion. 

MR.  E.J.  THORL ARSON  gave  an  address  "Education  for  Living"  dealing  with 
peace  question  and  what  women  can  do  to  further  its  ends. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  him  at  the  close 
of  the  address. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.  It  was  moved  that  the  election  of  directors  be 
postponed  until  after  decision  was  reached  in  the  matter  of  future 
policy.  Lost. 

THURSDAY  EVENING. 

Chairman  Critchlow  called  the  Convention  to  otder  at  8  p.m. 
following  a  musical  entertainment. 

REV.  ALFRED  BRIGHT,  Grace  Presbyterian  Church  bailed  to  respond  when  called 
upon  for  the  usual  five  minute  address. 

POOL  RATE.  Credentials  Committee  reported  that  the  pool  rate  had  been  set 
at  fll. 00  and  that  standard  certificates  were  now  ready.    -Report  was 
adopted. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATES.  h.A.  Macpherson  brought  greetings  from  the  Wheat 
Pool. 

Geo.  A.  Bickerton  as  present  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada,  Saskatchewan 
Section,  brought  greetings. 
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DIRECTORS  ELECTED.    Directors  elected  were  as  follows: 


Acadia 

U.F.A. 

J        Sutherland,  Hanna 

U.F.W.A. 

Mr^.J.K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 

Athabasca 

U.F.A. 

P.S.  Beatt,  Westlock 

TT     TT1     Trr  A 

U.F.Vu  A. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Dieff enbaugh,  Westlock 

Battle  River 

U.F.A. 

H.E.Spencer,  Edgerton 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  Frank  Redmond,  Edgerton 

Bo??  ttiver 

U.F.A. 

Geo.  E.  Church,  Balzac 

U.F.W.A. 

%s.  A.  Shuttleworth,  Balzac 

i— <           o       TIT          f%  1 

E.  &  W.  Calgary 

U.F.A. 

A.J.  Paul,  Dinton 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  F.E.Wyman,  Calgary 

^amrose 

U.F.A. 

J.E.Bro?m,  Castor 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  J.L.  Zipperer,  Lougheed 

E.  &  W.  Edmonton 

U.F.A. 

Jas.  Bentley,  N.  Edmonton 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs,  W.  Baker,  Edmonton 

Jasper  Edson 

U.F.A. 

Mr.  T.F.  lovelock,  Alcomdale 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  M.  Lowe,  St.  Albert 

Lethbridge 

U.F.A. 

W.W.Scott,  Iron  Springs 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  Anne  Peters,  Lethbridge 

Macleod 

U.F.A. 

M.H.  Ward,  Arrowv:ood 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  R.R.  McBride,  Arrowwood 

Medicine  flat 

U.F.A. 

J.M.  Wheatley,  Chancellor 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  Carl  Anderson,  Scandia 

Peace  River 

U.F.A. 

Hugh  Allen,  Huallen 

TT      T~t     1JT  A 

U.F.W. A. 

Mrs.  W.H.Bailey,  Fairview 

Red  Deer 

U.F.A. 

R.  Pye,  Penhold 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  J.B.  Learned,  Red  Deer 

Vegreville 

U.F.A. 

R.  Hennig,  Fort  Saskatchewan 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  A.  MacNaughton,  Ranfurly 

Retaskiwin 

U.F.A. 

H.E. Heath,  Lacombe 

U.F.W.A. 

Mrs.  Kay  Carter,  Ponoka 

PRESENTATION.    Mrs.  Malloy,  newly  elected  president  of  the  U.F.W.A.  made 
the  presentation  of  a  silver  tea  service  to  Mrs.  Price,  the  retiring 
president,  to  which  Mrs. Price  suitably  responded. 


ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT.  President  Gardiner  then  addressed  the  Convention.  His 
address  was  broadcast  and  a  full  report  taken  for  record  purposes. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATE.    D.J.  McKenzie,  vice-president  of  the  U.G.G.  brought 
greetings  from  that  Association. 

Moved  and  agreed  that  in  view  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  the 
Order  of  Business  Committeo  endeavor  to  arrange  time  on  Friday  moming$s 
program  for  the  fraternal  delegates  from  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council, 
the  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Citizens  Defence  League. 

Convention  adjourned. 

FRIDAY  MORNING 


Chairman  Critchlow  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  9:30  a.m. 
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J^oved  to  take  up  one  or  t?/o  other  resolutions  until  more 
delegates  were  present  before  proceeding  with  the  discussion  of  resolution 
66.  Carried. 

SCHOOL  TAX  (Board  Resolution)  No.  75.    Whereas,  in  the  legislation  brought 
do-m  by  the  Provincial  Government  to  establish  the  larger  school  unit  in 
rural  areas,  a  provision  was  inserted  to  disqualify  taxpayers  in  arrears 
with  their  taxes  from  serving  as  trustees  in  the  administration  of  the 
larger  units,  and 

Whereas,  in  many  parts  of  this  province,  large  number  of  rate- 
payers eminently  fitted  in  every  other  way  are  thereby  disqualified  to  serve 
as  trustees  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas,  the  great  majority  of  farmers  in  tHs  Province  would 
be  very  glad  to  pay  their  taxes  if  they  had  the  means  to  do  so; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  amend  this  legislation 
to  the  end  that  inability  to  pay  taxes  should  no  longer  be  a  ban  to  a 
citizen  willing  and  otherwise  well  qualified  to  serve  his  or  her  community 
in  this  respect. 

Carried. 

LARGER  SCHOOL  UNIT  (Board  Resolution)  N°.  74.    Whereas,  the  larger  school 
unit  is  being  proposed  in  a  number  of  areas  in  this  province  and  is  already 
in  process  of  formation  in  a  number  of  others  and 

Whereas,  the  success  or  otherwise  of  these  units  in  their 
future  operation  will  be  lar  ely  determined  by  the  desire  of  the  citizens 
involved  for  such  larger  units,  and 

Whereas,  no  plebiscite  is  being  taken  by  the  Department  of 
Education  to  ascertain  whether  a  majority  of  the  residents  are  in  favor  or 
not  of  the  proposed  changes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  take  a  plebiscite  immediately  in  those  areas  where  the  larger 
units  are  already  formed  and  if  the  majority  of  those  voting  are  not  in 
favor  of  the  change,  to  discontinue  the  organization  of  such  units,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  in  such  areas  as  are  now  being 
proposed,  that  a  referendum  be  one  of  the  first  provisions  necessary  to  such 
organization,  and  a  majorit3T  decision  in  favor,  a  necess.-ry  requirement. 

Carried. 

REPEAL  OF  MILITARY  SERVICE  ACT(Wetaskiwin  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  59.    Whereas,  the 
Militsry  Service  Act  of  1217  still  remains  on  the  statute  books  of  Canada, 
making  every  Canadian  of  military  age  liable  to  conscription,  and 
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Whereas,  we  see  clear  indie;  tions  of  the  near  approach  of 
another  great  war  in  which  Canada  may  be  involved  without  any  reference  to 
her  people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  the  immediate  repeal 
of  the  Military  Service  Act  of  1917. 

Chairman  Gardiner  explained  that  search  had  revealed  that  in 
the  1937  Revised  Statutes  of  Canada  no  military  service  act  was  revealed 
and  it  must  therefore  have  been  repealed  at  some  time. 

'^'he  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATES.    Motion  to  hear  remaining  fraternal  delegates  was 
carried. 

E.W.  Brunsden,  Secy.  Treas.  of  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council  addressed 
the  Convention  as  a  substitute  for  w.C.  McKenzie  of  Lethbridge, 

John  Cosrrove  brought  greetings  from  the  Citizens  Defense  Movement. 

FUTURE  POLICY  (Res.  66)  Discussion  resumed. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried,  that  the  question  be  now  put. 

Moved  J.K.  Sutherland  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  ballot.  Sec- 
onded and  carried.    Ballots  were  distributed. 

Russell  Johnson  of &real,  demanded  the  position  be  clarified. 
He  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Vote  of  confidence  in  the  chair  was  taken  and  carried. 

MEDIUM  OF  EXCHANGE  AT  COST  (Peace  River  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas,  the  C.C.F. 
Manifesto  passed  at  the  U.F.A.  Convention  of  1933,  declared  in  favor  of 
service  at  cost,  where  the  functions  of  production,  distribution  or  exchange, 
had  become  a  monopoly,  and 

Whereas,  the  banking  institutions  are  a  monopoly  having  power 
to  make  money  plentiful  or  scarce  and  prices  consequently  high  or  lo?:,  and 

Whereas,  by  this  process  of  inflation  and  deflation  they 
render  our  whole  economic  system  unstable; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  Organization  at  this 
time  make  the  nationalization  of  the  banking  service  of  Canada  the  central 
objective  of  its  efforts,  to  the  end  that  farmprices  may  be  restored  and 
stabilized  and  that  excessive  profit  on  money  and  interest  which  constitutes 
the  greatest  cause  of  the  present  depression,  shall  be  replaced  by  a 
national  service  operated  at  cost. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Irvine  to  strike  out  the  supplementing 
clause  and  add  the  following  "Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A. 
Organization  should  make  the  socialization  of  the  financial  institutions  of 
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Canada  one  of  the  chief  objectives  of  its  efforts,  to  the  end  that  the 
services  of  these  institutions  may  be  obtained  at  cost. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  resolution  as  amended  was 

carried . 

Convention  adjourned  until  2  p.m. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 

Chairman  Garland  called  the  convention  to  order  at  2  p.m. 

Motion  to  hear  the  vote  on  the  resolution  66  and  then  take 
up  other  resolutions  was  carried. 

The  chairman  of  the  Credentials  Committee  reported  that  the 
resolutions  was  lost.    The  figures  were  168  and  74.    37  delegates  took 
part  in  the  discussion. 

Moved  Col.  Robinson  that  the  vote  be  made  unanimous.  Seconded 
and  carried  with  applause. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEES,  (no.  37)    Resolved,  that  section  10,  subsection  3,  of 
the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents"  in  the  third  line  and  substituting  therefor  the  words  "one 
dollar" . 

Taken  from  the  table. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  reduce  the  membership  fee  to  75  cents 

per  year. 

Amendment  lost. 
Original  motion  carried. 

Thanks  to  the  radios  station  CFCN  for  the  visit  of  the 
delegates  to  the  station  were  tendered  by  Hr.  Sutherland. 

C.C.F.  (Bow  River  Federal  C.A.)  No.  33.    While  it  be  understood  that  the 
autonomy  of  the  U.F.A.  in  its  special  field  remains  unimpaired,  be  it 
resolved  that  we  reaffirm  our  support  of  and  federation  in  the  C.C.F, 

Messrs.  Sutherland  and  Priestley  were  appointed  as  tellers 
to  count  a  show  of  hands  on  the  vote.    Vote  was  carried  by  an  overwhelming 
majority. 

C.C.F.  PROGRAM  (Bow  River  Federal  C.A.)  No.  84.    Be  it  resolved,  that  the 
Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  be  authorized  to  arrange  through  the  C.C.F. 
Council  for  the  drawing  up  of  a  C.C.F.  Provincial  Platform,  and 

That  all  U.F.A.  nominess  for  provincial  ridings  subscribe  to 
that  program  and  run  under  the  C.C.F.  banner. 
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Moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  word  "and"  in  the 
third  line  and  substitute  the  words  "To  be  submitted  to  locals  as  soon  as 
possible  for  their  consideration."  Carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  delete  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution. 

Carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "to  be  brought  before  the 
next  convention."  Carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  Geo.  John  ton  "and  further  be  it  resolved, 
that  the  Executive  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with  any  or  all  other 
political  organizations  in  the  provincial  field  with  a  view  to  making  it 
possible  to  mobolize  into  one  organization  those  citizens  willing  to  sink 
partizan  differences  in  the  event  of  a  political  emergency  in  Alberta."  Lost. 

The  amended  resolution  carried. 

POLITICAL  EXECUTIVE  (Board  of  Acadia  *rov.  C.A.)  No.  23.    Be  it  resolved, 
that  this  convention  favor  the  placing  of  all  political  matters  in  a  definite 
department  and  that  an  executive  be  set  up  by  representatives  from  each 
constituency  association  and  responsible  for  political  organization, 
political  financing  and  all  other  political  activities. 

This  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

U.F.A.  A'T  C.C.F.(Two  Rivers  Local  U.F.A.)  ^o.  78.    Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  is 
affiliated  with  and  is  a  part  of  the  C.C.F.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  -Provincial  C.C.F.  party  be 
formed  absorbing  the  U.F.A. 

No  mover. 

PEOPLE'S  UNITED  FRONT ( We taski win  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  19.    Whereas,  in  almost 
every  country  democracy  is  th  eated  by  Fascism,  and 

Whereas,  in  order  to  effectively  meet  this  threat  unity  of  the 
common  people  is  essential; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  our  opinion  time  has  come 
for  the  formation  in  Canada  of  a  Popular  Front  in  which  the  various  parties 
and  groups  representing  the  exploited  class  can  unite  in  support  of  three 
basis  principles,  viz. 

1.  Peace. 

2.  Liberty  of  thought 

3.  Economic  security. 

Resolution  tabled. 

LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS  (Redraft  of  Resolution  30)    This  resolution  was  moved 
from  the  table. 


Carried 
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ALL  RISK  PROP  INSURANCE  (Board  Resolution)  No.  92.    Whereas,  wide 
fluctuations  in  the  yields  of  grain  are  caused  by  hail,  drought,  insects, 
frost  and  other  causes,  and 

Whereas,  the  hardships  resulting  from  crop  failure  necessitate 

relief; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  recommends  that  our  Board  give  immediate  consideration 
to  the  matter  of  "All-risk  Crop  insurance"  particularly  keeping  in  mind 
the  experiments  presently  conducted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Provincial  and 
Dominion  Governments,  and 

^e  also  recommend  that  the  locals  study  this  matter,  forwarding 
their    conclusions  to  Central  Office  -.veil  before  our  next  Annual  Convention. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  word  "compulsory"  be  inserted 
before  the  words  "All-risk". 

No  seconder 

Resolution  carried. 

PROTECT  AGAINST  TAXATION  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  32.    Whereas,  we 
believe  that  taxation  should  be  based  upon  ability  to  pay,  and 

Whereas,  most  of  the  recent  tax  increases  are  in  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  that  principle; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  voice  an 
emphatic  protest  against  the  Sales  Tax,  both  provincial  and  federal,  the  Fuel 
Oil  Tax,  1936,  and  the  Annual  Drivers'  License  fee  as  taxes  which  disregard 
the  principle  of  ability  to  pay. 

Further  we  condemn  the  theory  of  higher  taxation  to  balance 
budgets,  as  likely  tc  aggravate  present  conditions  rather  than  to  provide  a 
solution. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Priestley  to  delete  the  word  "theory" 
and  substitute  therefor  the  words  "practise  of  imposing". 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

PRODUCTION  TAX  (Badger  ^ake  Local  U.F.A.)  Ho.  33.    Whereas,  we  believe 
the  existing  system  of  taxing  on  agricultural  ln.nds  is  most  unfair, 
especially  in  the  drouth  areas,  as  there  is  sometimes  five  or  six  years 
between  crops,  and 

Whereas,  we  do  not  believe  that  taxes  should  be  paid  or  levied 
against  land  if  it  is  not  productive,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  a  man's  farm  is  his  home  and  no 
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farmers  should  lose  their  homes  on  account  of  tax  arrears,  which  are  going 
on  from  year  to  year; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  present  method  of  land 
tax  be  replaced  by  a  production  tax,  a  tax  to  be  levied  against  all 
products  grown  on  the  lands  and  a  flat  rate  to  cover  all  grazing  land. 

We  believe  that  this  resolution  should  be  adopted  and  inserted 
in  the  new  provincial  platform. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Ronald  Pye  to  strike  out  all  words  after 
the  word  "resolved"  and  to  insert  the  words  "All  taxes  be  based  on  net 
income." 

potion  that  the  resolution  and  amendment  both  be  tabled 

carried. 

TAX  SALES  (Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A.)  No.  54.    Whereas,  the  Debt  Adjustment 
legislation  prohibits  any  action  by  creditors,  and 

Whereas,  the  Government  has  allowed  and  is  still  allowing  tsx 
sales  on  occupied  lands,  thereby  taking  away  the  debtors  means  of  liveli- 
hood and  also  penalizing  his  other  creditors; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  for  the  present  at  least  tax 
sales  be  prohibited. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  the  words  "on  occupied  lands".  Eoth 
amendment  and  resolution  were  tabled. 

Vote  of  thanks  of  the  convention  conveying  to  Texaco  News  and 
•hadio  Station  CFCN  for  their  summarized  broadcast  of  the  convention,  and 
the  name  of  W.  Norman  Smith,  Editor  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader,  who 
prepared  the  commentary,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Sutherland.    Seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT  OF  THE  U.F.A.  LTD.    was  read  by  Mr.  Priestley  and  a  motion  to  adopt 
was  moved,  seconded  and.  carried. 

The  convention  adjourned  at  6  p.m.  until  7:30  p.m. 

FPIPAY  EVENING 

Chairman  Critchlow  called  the  convention  to  order  at  8  p.m. 
after  community  singing  and  musical  program. 

Rev.  H.M.  Horricks,  United  Church  De  Win ton,  gave  a  five 
minutes  address. 

PROF.  J.  KING  GORDON «  National  Secretary  Fellowship  for  a  Christian  Social 
Order,  gave  an  address  which  was  much  appreciated  by  the  delegates. 

DATE  CF  ANNUAL  CONVENTION (River ton  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  64.    Whereas,  the 
time  of  the  year  at  which  our  Convention  is  held  is  almost  invariably  the 
coldest  time  in  the  "inter,  which  prevents  many  from  attending  who  otherwise 
could  do  so; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  date  of  the  convention  be 
changed  to  the  first  week  in  December  of  each  year. 

Lost. 

WM.  PEAKCB  WATERING  PR0P0£AL(Acadia  Federal  C.A.)  No.  41.    Resolved,  that  we 
again  reaffirm  our  endorsement  of  the  William  Pearce  Stock  Watering  proposal 
and  ask  our  Provincial  and  Federal  Governments  for  an  immediate  start  on 
this  scheme  as  a  relief  measure. 

Carried. 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  (Battle  River  Federal  C.A.)  No.  5.    Resolved,  that  it  would 
be  in  the  interest  of  the  organized  farm  movement  to  h  ve  one  official  paper 
for  the  three  prairie  provinces. 

Lost. 

OFFICIAL  ORGAN  (Two  Rivers  Local  II. F. A.)  No.  77.    Whereas,  since  the  sus- 
pension of  the  United  Farmer  there  has  been  no  official  organ  of  the  U.F.A., 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  Central  make  an  agreement  with 
the  publishers  of  the  People's  Weekly  to  have  this  paper  made  the  official 
organ  of  The  United  Farmer,0  of  Alberta. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  substitute  the  name  of  the  Western  Farm 
Leader  for  the  Per  pies  Weekly. 

Moved  to  refer  to  the  Central  Beard  for  Consideration.  Carried. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  AND  POLITICS  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  21.    Whereas,  our 
Annual  Convention  voted  to  stay  in  politics  and  gain  their  objectives,  and 

Whereas,  our  Vice-President  is  a  hired  servant  of  the  U.F.A. 

people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  he  be  given  an  opportunity  to  sta 
his  views  regarding  these  matters. 

No  mover. 

DEBT  REDUCTION  (Hillside  Local  U.F.A.)  No*  61.    Whereas,  we  believe  that 
debt  reduction  is  not  only  fully  justified  but  absolutely  necessary  to  give 
measure  of  relief  to  the  common  people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  regard  the  "Reduction  and 
Settlement  of  Debts  Act"  as  a  measure  of  justice  long  overdue,  and  while 
not  regarding  it  as  a  final  solution,  we  express  our  emphatic  approval  of 
this  Act  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 

Therefore  be  it  further  resolved,  that  if  the  Act  in  question 
be  declared  ultra  vires  by  the  court;-  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to 
take  immediately  all  necessary  action  to  protect  the  debtor  class  in 
Alberta,  including  a  drastic  reduction  in  the  principal  of  debts. 

Tabled. 
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COUNCIL  TO  STOFY  ECONOMIC  LIFE  OF  CANADA  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)  Resolved,  that 

the  economic  stage  of  Canada  be  so  arranged  as  to  give  every 

element  of  the  population  a  fair  share  of  the  wealth  produced  and  as  one 

means  to  this  very  desirable  end,  an  economic  council  representing  these 

various  element?  be  put  to  work  at  once  to  study  the  whole  economic  life 

of  the  country  and  to  report  its  findings  and  recommendations  from  time 

to  time  to  the  Government  and  to  the  people  of  Canada. 

Moved  to  delete  "and  to  the  people  of  Canada". 

Amendment  lost. 

Motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  Central  Office  was  lost. 

Resolution  carried. 

PROVINCIAL  POLICE  FORCE  (Wetaskirin  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  40.    Whereas,  the  dis- 
graceful affair  of  July  1st,  19?5,  at  Regina,  demonstrated  the  importance 
of  each  province  having  a  Police  force  under  its  o*vn  control,  and 

Whereas,  a  police  force  such  as  the  R.C.M.P.  controlled  from 
Ottawa  gives  the  Federal  Government  far  too  dangerous  a  power  over  the 
provinces,  and 

Whereas,  military  force  is  unsuitable  for  ordinary  police  work; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government 
to  terminate  at  the    earliest  opportunity  the  agreement  with  the  Federal. 
Government  regarding  the  R.C.M.P.  and  to  set  up  a  Provincial  Police  Force 
under  the  unchallengeable  control  of  Alberta . 

Carried. 

C.C.F. (Acadia  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  25.    Whereas,  small  groups  of  supporters  of 
the  C.C.F.  have  apparently  made  attempts  to  co-operate  with  other  groups 
of  various  political  denominations  in  civic  elections,  and 

Whereas,  such  co-operation  has  been  used  as  means  of  attempting 
to  discredit  the  C.C.F.  movement  as  a  whole  and  has  to  some  extent  been 
successful; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  is  opposed  to 
the  use  of  the  name  of  the  C.C.F.  in  any  ether  than  Federal  or  Provincial 
elections  and  then  only  by  duly^Sredited  C.C.F.  candidates. 

Carried. 

WEIGHING  STOCK (Okotoks  Local)  No.  24.    Whereas,  in  weighing  stock  in 
stockyards  and  packing  plants  the  scales  used  have  a  beam  marked  in  units 
of  ten  pounds,  and 

Whereas,  the  practice  is  to  give  as  the  weight  the  even  ten 
below  the  exact  weight,  and 
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Whereas,  this  practice  is  unfair  in  that  the  farmer  has  to 
accept  a  loss  of  from  one  to  nine  pounds  in  addition  to  the  break  of  the 
beam; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  practice  be  remedied  by 
having  a  scale  with  a  beam  showing  veights  in  pounds  or  by  some  other 
method. 

No  mover. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  (Weteskivdn  Federal  C.A.)  No.  39.    Whereas,  to  the  end  that 
the  public  service  shall  be  efficiently  conducted  it  is  essential  that  the 
engagement  and  tenure  of  civil  servants  should  be  above  party  consideration, 
and 

Whereas,  we  deplore  the  re-introduction  of  the  spoils  sydtem 
into  the  conduct  of  the  governmental  service  of  Alberta  as  evidenced  by 
the  numerous  dismissals  without  cause  and  the  appointment  of  political 
friends; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  order  to  build  and  maintain 
an  efficient  public  service  the  folio  ing  principles  should  be  rigidly  ad- 
hered to; 

1.  That  no  civil  servants  should  be  dismissed  without  just 
cause,  assigned  and  proven. 

2.  That  the  engagement  of  civil  servants  should  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  a  non-party  Civil  Service  Commission  along  the  lines 
of  the  British  system. 

Carried. 

MUTUAL  TELEPHONE  COMPANIES  (Didsbury  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  56.    Owing  to  drought 
and  hail  conditions  in  the  Province  of  Alberta; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  allow 
all  mutual  telephone  companies  one  year's  grace  re  the  payment  of  principal 
and  that  in  districts  that  have  been  particularly  hard  hit  special  considera- 
tion be  given  individual  mutual  telephone  companies. 

Carried. 

TRAPPING  ANP  DESTROYING  OF  WEASELS  (Excel  Local  U.F.A.)  NO.  43.  Whereas, 
the  trapping  and  destroying  of  the  weasel,  especially  in  the  dry  prairie 
country,  works  a  great    injustice  to  the  grain  grower  as  the  weasel  destroys 
the  gopher  in  both  winter  and  summer  and  is  the  best  natural  enemy  of  the 
gopher ,  and 

Whereas,  the  rrain  grower  has  to  protect  his  growing  crop  from 
damage  by  gophers,  by  purchase  of  poison  or  otherwise,  and 
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Whereas,  the  weasel  does  this  without  cost  to  the  grain  grower; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  provincial  government 
tc  prohibit  the  trapping  and  dertrcying  of  weasels  by  heavy  penalty  and 
fines. 

Lost. 

LICENSE  FOR  PEDAL  CYCLES  (Delia  Local  U.F.A.)  N0.  42.    Whereas,  the  govern- 
ment has  seen  fit  by  urder  in  Council  to  levy  a  license  fee  on  pedal 
cycles,  we  wish  to  register  a  protest  against  such  fee.  on  the  grounds  that 
it  is  exorbitant  and  unjust  to  many  young  people  who  can  not  afford  to 
pay  such  license  and  especially  in  viev  of  the  fact  that  these  cycles 
cause  no  injury  to  highways  or  roads. 

5  Carried. 

NATURALIZATION  ACT  (Asker  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  60.    Whereas,  citizens  naturalized 
prior  to  the  last  amendment  to  the  Naturalization  Act  are  not  under  the 
protection  of  the  Canadian  Government  while  outside  of  Canada; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  citizens  of  Canada  be 
protected  alike  and  that  new  citizens  papers  be  issued  free  of  charge  to  those 
who  took  out  papers  prior  to  the  amendment  of  the  Naturalization  Act. 

Carried. 

DOMINION  GOVFRNMFNT  CONTROL  OF  DRY  AREAS  (Excel  Local  U.F.A.)  No.  53.  Whereas, 
the  settlers  of  that  part  of  southern  Alberta  known  as  the  dry  area,  after 
several  years  of  crop  failure  in  succession  find  themselves  in  dire  financial 
circumstances,  dependent  on  government  aid  for  relief,  feed  and  seed  grains, 
etc.,  and. 

Whereas,  the  capital  expenditure  necessary  to  maintain  the 
settlers  until  the  dry  area  again  becomes  capable  of  sustaining  its  popula- 
tion is  beyond  the  ability  of  the  provincial  government,  and 

Whereas,  the  present  system  of  joint  supervision  by  the  provincial 
and  dominion  governments  often  leads  to  unnecessary  delay,  causing  loss, 
hardship  and  suffering; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment to  assume  direct  and  complete  control  of  the  said  dry  area. 

Carri  ed • 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  (Pembina  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  55.    Resolved,  that  the  payment 
of  eld  age  pensions  shall  be  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

Carried . 

EXPORTS  CF  NICKEL  (Wetaskiwin  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  56.    Whereas,  Canada  controls 
the  bulk  of  the  world's  supply  of  nickel,  and 
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Whereas,  nickel  is  essential  in  modern  war,  and 

Whereas,  great  increases  in  the  exports  of  nickel  from  Canada 
have  taken  place  during  recent  years,  and 

Whereas,  Canada  stands  for  peace; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  most  efficient  contribution 
to  the  cause  of  peace  which  Canada  can  make  would  be  to  refuse  to  allow 
the  export  of  nickel  to  any  country  using  it  in  war  preparations,  and  we 
call  upon  the  Dominion  Government  for  action  along  this  line. 

Carried. 

FIRE  INSURANCE  (Tofield  Local  U.F.W.A.)No.  93.    Resolved,  that  property 
owners  and  insurance  companies  be  agreed  on  the  valuation  of  property  be- 
fore the  policy  is  issued  and  that  in  the  event  of  loss  or  damage  to 
property,  the  valuation  of  the  property,  less  reasonable  depreciation,  shall 
remain  that  on  which  the  premium  was  paid. 

Carried. 

CAPITALISM  (Pembina  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  2S.    Resolved,  that  this  convention 
assembled  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  weakness  of  our  U.F.A.  Organization 
is  the  lingering  hope  amongst  the  majority  of  our  membership  that  private 
capitalism  can  be  tamed  and  made  to  function  in  our  interests  and  we 
therefore  request  Central  Office  to  make  this  an  issue  for  the  1937 
Calgary  Convention. 

Tabled. 

ECONOMIC  GROUP.  (Battle  River  Federal  CA.)  No.  20.    Resolved,  that  we  re- 
affirm our  basis  of  Organization  as  an  economic  group  willing  to  co-operate 
with  all  other  progressive  movements  for  immediate  seeds. 

Carried. 

OTTAWA  TREK  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  No.  51.    Whereas,  we  believe  that  a 
grave  injustice  was  committed  when  sentence  of  imprisonment  was  meted  out  to 
certain  members  who  took  part  in  what  is  known  as  "The  Ottawa  Trek"; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Minister  of  Justice 
to  immediately  pardon  those  who  are  now  serving  terms  of  imprisonment. 

Withdrawn. 

SEED  GRAIN  RELIEF  (Board  Resolution)    No.  71.    Resolved,  that  this  Convention 
of  the  united  Farmers  of  Alberta  urge  upon  both  Provincial  and  Federal 
Governments  the  immediate  necessity  of  such  prompt  action  as  will  ensure 
adequate  seed  grain  relief  to  the  end  that  farmers  in  need  of  same  can  secure 
all  of  their  seed  requirements  in  such  time  as  will  enable  them  to  haul 
and  clean  such  grain  during  the  winter  months,  and  thereby  be  ready  for  spring 
seeding  operations. 


Carried 
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FUEL  AND  LUBRICATING  OIL  RELIEF  (Board  Resolution)  No.  72.    Whereas,  the 
price  of  feed  grains  is  continually  increasing,  and 

Whereas,  many  farmers  in  the  drought  area  have  no  horses  and  are 
entirely  dependent  on  tractor  power,  and 

Whereas,  many  other  farmers  who  have  been  using  a  combination  of 
power  and  horse  farming  are  very  short  of  the  necessary  horsepower,  and 

Whereas,  the  power  farmer  being  a  taxpayer  to  the  same  if  not  a 
greater  degree  than  the  horse  farmer  and  therefore  is  entitled  to  the  same 
treatment  in  the  form  of  relief  as  the  horsepower  man; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  and  Federal 
Governments  to  co-operate  to  the  end  that  fuel  and  lubricating  oil  relief 
be  supplied  to  tractor  owners  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  their  re- 
quirements • 

Moved  J.X.  Sutherland  and  seconded,  that  resolutions  71  and  72 
above  which  previously  had  been  treated  as  covered  by  Resolution  23,  be 
adopted.  Carried. 

VOTE  OF  APPRECIATION.  Resolved,  that  this  Convention  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  ^is  Worship,  the  Mayor  and  the  Council  of  the  City  of 
Calgary,  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  the  Clergymen  and  Speakers  who  have 
addressed  us,  to  the  artists  who  entertained  us,  to  the  Management  and  staff 
of  the  Palliser  Hotel  and  all  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  success 
of  our  convention. 

Moved  Priestley,  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Motion  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  staff  and  the  chairmen 
of  the  Convention  was  unanimously  carried. 

^he  Convention  concluded  its  session  by  singing  the  National 

Anthem. 
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REPORTS 

Presented  to  the 

U.F.A.  CONVENTION 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  EDMONTON 
JANUARY,  1938 


Address  of  President, 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
Mr.  Robert  Gardiner 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  dele- 
gates and  visitors  attending  this,  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  This  organization  has  made  many 
important  decisions  at  past  Conventions.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  im- 
portant questions  which  must  be  decided  by  this  Convention  will 
receive  your  careful  attention  and  that  the  decisions  arrived  at  will 
be  for  the  benefit  of  those  whom  this  organization  is  in  existence 
to  serve. 

I  wish  to  express  to  Mr.  Priestley,  our  Vice-President;  Miss  Birch, 
our  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Head  Office 
staff,  my  appreciation  for  faithful  and  valuable  services  rendered 
during  the  past  year.  In  times  of  stress  the  successful  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  an  organization  such  as  ours  is  far  more  difficult 
than  when  economic  conditions  are  more  normal. 

The  financial  and  membership  statements  will  be  placed  before 
you  for  your  consideration.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  financial 
statement  will  show  a  deficit  for  the  past  year.  Although  the  Cen- 
tral Office  was  very  careful  of  expenditures,  the  demand  for  services 
was  such  that  in  order  to  partially  meet  some  of  these  requests  it 
was  necessary  to  create  a  deficit  on  the  year's  operations.  This 
does  not  mean  that  we  have  liabilities  that  we  cannot  meet,  but  it 
does  mean  that  we  have  reduced  the  surplus  of  a  year  ago  by  the 
amount  of  this  year's  deficit.  The  membership  of  the  organization 
was  somewhat  higher  as  at  November  30th,  1937,  than  at  the  same 
date  the  previous  year  and  although  our  total  expenditure  for  1937 
was  less  than  for  1936,  the  reduction  of  dues  authorized  at  our  last 
convention  reduced  substantially  our  income  for  the  past  year.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  many  requests  for  services  had  to  be  refused  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  funds.  Until  such  time  as  we  have  a  substantial 
increase  in  membership,  the  services  that  your  officers  and  Head  Of- 
fices can  render  must  be  restricted  by  the  amount  of  funds  avail- 
able. May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  impressing  upon  officers  and 
members  of  locals  with  the  necessity  of  canvassing  for,  and  securing 
as  large  a  membership  as  possible?  This  is  the  least  expensive  method 
of  securing  and  retaining  membership. 

The  co-operative  activities  of  the  Association  continue  to  show 
a  very  healthy  expansion.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  drought  condi- 
tions in  a  large  area  of  the  Province,  the  increase  in  turn-over 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  greater.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  even 
where  crops  were  poor  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies 
was  substantial.  This  indicates  thv.t  when  farm  incomes  are  small  the 
people  appreciate  the  savings  that  can  be  secured  through  co-opera- 
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tive  buying.  There  may  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
value  of  our  co-operative  activities  in  the  final  scheme  of  things. 
Personally  I  am  fully  convinced  that  not  only  for  today  but  also 
for  the  future  the  continued  development  of  co-operative  activities 
by  the  farmers  in  buying  and  selling  will  have  such  beneficial  re- 
sults as  are  only  partially  envisioned  at  the  present  time.  May  I 
commend  to  all  branches  of  our  association  the  study  and  participa- 
tion in  these  co-operative  activities.  The  Co-operative  Committee's 
report  will  be  placed  before  you  for  your  consideration.  I  trust 
that  delegates  will  take  the  opportunity  of  securing  all  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  efforts  being  made 
by  our  Association  in  developing  co-operative  buying.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  extending  my  appreciation  for  the  valueable  services 
rendered  by  our  Central  Co-operative  Committee.  The  Committee 
have  been  and  will  be  faced  with  many  intricate  problems,  but  I  feel 
assured  that  the  Committee  will  always  keep  in  mind  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Organization  and  its  members  in  an  endeavor  to  develop 
this  important  co-operative  enterprise.  May  I  suggest  to  locals  of 
our  organization  who  have  not  yet  participated  in  this  co-operative 
movement  that  they  communicate  with  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-opera- 
tive Committee  and  secure  the  information  necessary  as  it  will  demon- 
strate the  substantial  savings  that  can  be  secured  through  the  co- 
operative buying  of  farm  supplies. 

In  my  address  to  the  Convention  a  year  ago  I  had  reason  to 
criticize  the  action  of  the  present  Federal  Government  whereby 
through  Order  in  Council  the  Wheat  Board  was  restrained  from 
purchasing  wheat  unless  the  price  fell  below  90  cents  per  bushel 
f.o.b.  Fort  William.  The  same  proviso  is  in  operation  for  this  year. 
The  result  is  that  no  wheat  has  been  purchased  by  the  Wheat  Board 
since  the  passing  of  the  first  Order  in  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1936-37  grain  year.  The  salaries  and  other  expenses  of  the  Board 
still  continue.  You  are  aware  that  the  Federal  Government  ap- 
pointed a  Commission  to  enquire  into  all  phases  of  the  grain  busi- 
ness. The  scope  of  the  reference  was  sufficiently  wide  so  as  to  in- 
clude everything  of  importance  that  might  affect  the  interests  of 
the  producer  and  also  the  interests  of  those  who  purchase,  handle 
and  sell  grain.  The  Commission  was  presided  over  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Turgeon,  who  had  had  previous  experience  in  a  similar  cap- 
acity, as  Chairman  of  "The  Commission  of  Enquiry,  1923-25."  Your 
Executive  ordered  a  brief  to  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
Commission,  setting  forth  the  views  of  "The  United  Farmers  of  Al- 
berta" in  regard  to  the  Wheat  Board  and  allied  matters  as  expressed 
by  resolutions  passed  at  previous  Conventions.  It  was  my  privilege 
to  submit  this  brief  when  the  Commission  was  sitting  in  Calgary. 
The  more  important  points  covered  by  our  brief  were  as  follows: 
The  operations  of  a  permanent  compulsory  Wheat  Board;  the  board  to 
handle  all  grain  with  the  object  in  view  of  reducing  handling  charges 
to  a  minimum  between  the  point  of  production  and  the  point  of  export; 
and  returning  to  the  farmer  the  average  price  received  during  the 
grain  year.  The  brief  called  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to 
the  increased  cost  of  production  by  virtue  of  the  fiscal  policy  of 
Canada.  We  suggested  that  the  tariff  be  reduced  to  a  point  that 
would  not  increase  production  costs,  or  if  the  Federal  Government 
could  not  adopt  this  suggestion,  that  that  the  Government  should  be 
prepared  to  compensate  the  producer  in  an  amount  sufficient  to  make 
up  the  difference  between  the  average  price  received  and  the  aver- 
age cost  of  production.  Another  important  point  emphasized  was 
the  demand  for  the  closing  of  the  grain  exchange,  thereby  eliminating 
speculation  in  grain.  Those  desiring  to  secure  a  copy  of  this  brief 
may  do  so  by  writing  Central  Office. 
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AGRICULTURE 

There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  agricultural  conditions 
due  largely  to  an  increase  in  the  price  of  grains.  Unfortunately,  the 
area  that  suffered  from  drought  was  increased  over  the  previous 
year.  This  year  the  area  suffering  from  drought  moved  considerably 
north  and  west  of  previous  dry  years.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will 
have  at  least  an  average  crop  all  over  the  province  in  the  coming 
crop  year.  It  is  evident  that  the  drought  condition  in  the  West, 
the  consumption  of  the  extra  surplus,  and  war  and  fear  of  war  were 
mainly  responsible  for  the  increase  in  grain  prices.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  present  prices  of  grain,  if  normal  weather  conditions  prevail 
over  the  world,  and  war  and  rumors  of  war  cease,  we  will  be  once 
more  faced  with  a  wheat  problem  as  great  if  not  greater  than  the 
one  that  we  have  recently  surmounted.  I  trust  that  every  farmer 
will  give  some  consideration  to  this  important  matter  so  that  in  the 
event  of  a  possible  future  glutt  of  wheat  on  the  market,  we  can  at 
least  devise  policies  that  will  tend  to  soften  the  impact,  if  not  en- 
tirely control  the  situation.  Having  regard  to  the  excess  acreage 
available  for  the  production  of  wheat  above  the  world's  normal  re- 
quirements, we  are  likely  at  any  time  to  be  faced  with  a  serious 
situation  unless  one  of  two  things  happen.  First,  a  reduction  of 
acreage  sown  to  wheat,  or  secondly  an  increase  in  the  world's  wheat 
consuming  population.  Prices  of  other  farm  produce  have  remained 
fairly  steady  with  an  occasional  upward  swing  in  the  price  of  cattle. 
These  prices,  however,  are  still  below  the  cost  of  production  and 
while  we  appreciate  the  improvement,  we  must  recognize  that  the 
farmer,  under  these  conditions,  can  only  continue  to  farm  by  in- 
creasing his  indebtedness,  or  reducing  his  standard  of  living,  or  a 
combination  of  both.  Something  worthwhile  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  farmers  of  Alberta  through  their  co-operative  activities  in 
buying  and  selling,  but  much  remains  to  be  accomplished  before 
we  will  be  satisfied  that  we  have  reached  the  point  where  the  price 
relationship  as  between  what  the  farmer  produces  and  what  he  has 
to  buy  is  on  a  basis  of  equity.  This  price  relationship  is  by  far  the 
most  important  question,  and  merits  the  close  study  of  all  farmers. 
Important  as  are  the  questions  of  interest  charges,  debt  and  tax 
reductions,  better  farm  homes,  farm  home  sanitation  and  furnish- 
ings; these  matters  are  important  but  are  insignificant  in  comparison 
to  the  securing  of  proper  exchange  values  as  between  farm  produce 
and  manufactured  goods  and  other  services  that  the  farmer  re- 
quires. Establish  proper  exchange  values  for  farm  produce  and  if 
nature  is  reasonably  kind  and  the  farmer  fairly  industrious,  the 
farmer  will  be  able  to  meet  his  liabilities  in  full,  build  and  maintain 
comfortable  homes,  with  up-to-date  plumbing  and  furnishings.  The 
farmer  is  entitled  to  all  these  things  by  virtue  of  his  contribution 
of  new  wealth  for  the  benefit  of  society. 

We  appreciate  the  efforts  being  made  to  reduce  farm  debt,  and 
to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  farmer  in  other  directions.  These  efforts 
remind  me  of  a  person  who  uses  a  salve  in  an  attempt  to  heal  a 
cancerous  sore  when  a  major  operation  is  necessary.  I  am  satisfied 
that  under  the  present  economic  set-up  the  farmer  cannot  secure  a 
proper  exchange  value  for  his  produce  for  the  reason  that  the  prices 
of  farm  produce  can  never  increase  fast  enough  to  catch  up  witih 
the  prices  of  monopoly-controlled  manufactured  goods.  There  are 
exceptions  but  these  exceptions  are  few  and  far  between  and  are 
usually  the  result  of  some  extraordinary  conditions.  The  gap  be- 
tween the  price  level  of  farm  produce  and  manufactured  goods  is 
wide  but  I  am  convinced  that  this  gap  can  be  narrowed,  but  not 
completely  bridged,  under  the  present  economic  system.  The  farmer 
is  in  a  different  position  to  other  classes  inasmuch  as  he  has  the  land, 
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machinery  and  power  necessary  to  produce  wealth.  No  one  is  at- 
tempting to  prevent  the  farmer  from  producing  wealth.  The  farmer 
is  exploited  of  a  substantial  portion  of  the  wealth  that  he  produces 
when  he  begins  to  exchange  his  surplus  products  for  the  goods  and 
services  he  requires.  The  exploitation  takes  place  at  the  point  of 
exchange  owing  to  an  improper  price  relationship  or,  to  put  it  in 
other  words,  improper  exchange  value.  I  have  stated  that  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  possible  to  secure  proper  exchange  value  for  our 
farm  products  under  the  present  competitive  profit  system  and  that 
a  change  in  our  economic  set-up  is  necessary.  But  what  of  that?  Is 
there  a  farmer  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  that  is  afraid  of  being 
prosperous  through  receiving  full  value  for  what  his  labor  produces? 
Every  farmer  is  entitled  to  this  measure  of  justice.  Are  we  so  afraid 
of  the  change  necessary  in  our  economic  system  that  we  would 
rather  endure  the  hardships  that  we  all  have  experienced  than  con- 
template the  necessity  of  the  change  that  is  required  to  ensure  full 
value  for  what  our  labor  produces?  Personally  I  am  not  content  to 
remain  in  the  position  where  I  am  being  continually  exploited. 

WORLD  AFFAIRS 

The  development  of  rapid  communication  and  transportation  has 
had  the  effect  of  making  the  world  akin.  The  world  is  still  divided 
into  political  entities  called  nations.  Any  important  development 
in  one  country  is  known  the  world  over  in  a  few  minutes.  Events 
that  take  place  in  any  part  of  the  world  are  important  to  the  resi- 
dents of  Alberta  because  the  repercussions  may  affect  the  social  and 
economic  life  of  the  people  of  the  Province.  It  is  therefore  advis- 
able to  follow  closely  what  is  taking  place  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  in  order  that  we  may  more  accurately  gauge  the  present  and 
future  effects  these  events  may  have  upon  our  national  and  individual 
welfare.  Unfortunately,  the  important  world  development  of  the  past 
year  is  the  increase  in  the  number  of  countries  where  dictators  have 
been  or  are  in  the  process  of  being,  successful  in  subjugating  demo- 
cratic ideals,  practices  and  institutions.  The  retreat  of  the  great  democ- 
racies before  the  economically  weaker  Fascist  states  is  the  result  of 
contradictions  now  approaching  their  full  development  in  the  capi- 
talist democracies  themselves. 

On  the  one  hand  many  statesmen  in  the  democratic  countries 
desire  to  maintain  the  principle  of  freedom  and  toleration  essential 
to  democratic  government.  On  the  other  hand  many  powerful  lead- 
ers in  the  democratic  states  are  beginning  to  regard  dictatorship  as 
the  only  means  of  saving  the  present  economic  system  from  col- 
lapse and  are  therefore  unwilling  to  take  positive  action  that  would 
lead  to  the  discrediting  of  the  existing  fascist  dictatorships.  This  has 
been  exemplified  in  the  vacillating  attitude  displayed  by  important 
democratic  states  towards  the  struggle  of  the  Spanish  people  to 
maintain  their  constitutionally  elected  government  against  internal 
rebellion  and  open  invasion  by  the  forces  of  foreign  fascist  govern- 
ments. For  the  first  time  in  modern  history  in  open  violation  of 
International  law  a  regularly  constituted  government  has  been 
deprived  of  its  right  to.  import  freely  such  arms  as  it  could  buy  out 
of  its  financial  resources  to  suppress  internal  revolt.  The  sympathies 
of  reactionary  elements  in  the  British  Empire  have  been  openly 
with  the  rebels,  even  though  it  has  been  apparent  from  the  begin- 
ning that  victory  for  the  rebels  and  their  fascist  backers  would 
gravely  weaken  the  British  Commonwealth  itself  by  rendering  un- 
safe one  of  the  most  important  links  in  the  Commonwealth  com- 
munications— the  Mediterranean  Sea.  These  reactionaries  have  been 
regarded  in  the  past  as  of  the  ultra  imperialist  school;  today  they 
have  shown  their  willingness  to  subordinate  patriotism  to  what 
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they  conceive  to  be  their  international  class  interests.  Happily  in 
spite  of  every  handicap  the  Loyalist  forces  have  been  able  to  build 
upa  powerful  resistance,  and  unless  there  should  be  further  foreign 
invasion  on  a  substantial  scale,  seem  now  to  be  in  a  position,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  observers  whose  opinion  carries  authority,  eventually 
to  defeat  the  international  forces  arrayed  against  them.  Their 
victory  would  bring  hope  to  all  those  forces  throughout  the  world 
which  are  struggling  to  stem  the  fascist  tide. 

The  retreat  of  democratic  statesmanship  before  the  fascist  pow- 
ers in  Europe  convinced  the  militarist  party  in  Japan  that  their 
hour  had  come;  that  once  again  they  could  strike  with  impunity 
against  the  Chinese  people  and  the  interest  of  Western  states  in 
China.  The  failure  of  League  powers  and  signatories  of  the  Kellogg 
Past  of  1931  and  1932  to  fulfill  their  solemn  obligation  under  coven- 
ants into  which  they  had  entered  brought  it  nemesis  in  1937,  and  today 
a  greater  part  of  the  investment  of  the  Western  states  in  China  seems 
permanently  lost.  This,  however,  is  of  little  importance.  What  must 
concern  us  is  the  deliberate  and  wholesale  slaughter  of  count- 
less numbers  of  Chinese  civilians  by  the  invading  forces  and  the 
attempt  to  destroy  a  great  nation  of  ancient  culture.  The  consoli- 
dation of  Chinese  resistance  seems  likely  to  impose  an  increasingly 
effective  barrier  against  any  quick  Japanese  victory  and  the  pro- 
longation of  the  struggle  seems  likely  to  prove  a  factor  favorable 
to  the  Chinese  cause. 

Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty.  At  a  time  when  the 
suppression  of  freedom  is  advancing  on  two  continents  and  indeed 
has  invaded  successfully  even  much  of  South  America,  we  cannot 
afford  to  feel  secure.  The  same  forces  which  are  at  work  elsewhere 
are  actually  threatening  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  our  North 
American  democracies.  They  are  inherent  in  the  present  system 
itself.  We  can  change  the  system  and  preserve  our  inheritance  of 
freedom  and  democracy  or  we  can  remain  indifferent  and  inactive 
and  face  the  certainty  of  dictatorship. 

THE  BASIS  AND  FUNCTION  OF  CREDIT 

The  discussion  in  regard  to  the  control  of  credit  still  continues. 
Indeed,  it  has  entered  into  a  new  phase  since  last  we  met.  I  have 
on  many  occasions  discussed  the  question  of  the  basis  and  function 
of  credit,  but  I  have  no  apology  to  make  for  once  more  dealing  with 
this  matter,  because  of  recent  developments.  It  is  stated  by  our 
Provincial  Government  that  they  desire  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Alberta  to  control  and  use  Alberta  credit,  but  that  the 
Federal  Government  has  prevented  them  from  so  doing.  May  I  say 
at  once  that  the  Provincial  Government's  claim  is  just  so  much 
eyewash.  There  is  not  an  atom  of  truth  in  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment's claim  that  the  Federal  Government  is  preventing  them  from 
controlling  and  using  the  credit  of  the  Province  of  Alberta.  The 
light  to  control  and  use  provincial  credit  is  guaranteed  to  every 
Province  in  Canada  by  cirtue  of  Article  3,  Sevtion  92  of  the  British 
North  America  Act.  No  Federal  Government  can  prevent  any 
province  from  controlling  and  using  its  credit,  at  least,  until  such 
Province  in  Canada  by  virtue  of  Article  3,  Section  92  of  the  British 
North  America  Act,  whereby  the  right  of  a  Province  to  the  control 
and  use  of  its  credit  is  withdrawn.  Every  government  since  the 
formation  of  the  Province  in  1905  has  had,  and  still  has,  the  control 
and  use  of  Alberta  Provincial  Credit.  In  order  that  there  will  be 
no  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be 
advisable  to  analyse  to  some  extent  the  basis  and  function  of  credit. 
The  basis  of  all  credit  has  been  denned  by  Major  C.  H.  Douglas  (the 
founder  of  Social  Credit)  in  the  following  words,  "The  ability  to 
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produce  and  deliver  goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where  required." 
I  believe  that  this  is  a  correct  definition  of  the  basis  of  credit.  Fur- 
thermore, I  assert  that  there  is  no  basis  of  real  credit,  other  than 
that  which  is  contained  in  the  definition  as  given  by  Major  Douglas. 
All  credit  belongs  to  those  who  create  the  basis  of  credits.  Credit 
so  created  cannot  be  taken  away  from  the  individual,  not  even  by 
a  government.  Furthermore,  those  who  create  the  basis  of  real  credit 
cannot  loan  it  to  someone  else  for  their  use.  Credit  based  on 
"the  ability  to  produce  and  deliver  goods  and  services  as,  when  and 
where  required,"  is  the  only  real  credit  we  have.  You  may  ask  the 
question  at  this  point  if  it  is  not  true  that  Governments  have  credit. 
Yes,  it  is  true  that  Governments  have  credit,  although  Governments 
do  not  produce  and  deliver  goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where 
required.  The  main  source  of  Government  credit  is  based  upon 
their  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  together  with  credit  that  is 
based  on  income  from  natural  resources  and  Government  owned 
utilities.  These  are  the  main  sources  of  Government  credit.  In  the 
case  of  the  Federal  Government  the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes 
is  provided  for  in  Clause  3,  Section  91  of  the  British  North  America 
Act,  and  in  the  case  of  Provincial  Governments  from  Clause  2  of  Sec- 
tion 92  of  the  same  Act;  and  in  the  case  of  Municipalities  they  derive 
the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  from  the  legislatures  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  which  they  are  located.  Except  the  utilities  I  have  mentioned, 
all  government  credit  is  based  on  their  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes. 
And  furthermore,  if  the  people  of  Alberta  or  Canada  stopped  pro- 
ducing and  delivering  goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where  re- 
quired, government  credit  would  cease  for  the  reason  that  all  taxes 
are  paid  for  with  wealth  produced.  Government  credit  is  therefore 
indirectly  based  on  the  ability  of  the  individual  to  produce  and  deliver 
goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where  required. 

I  have  analysed  the  basis  of  credit.  Let  us  now  examine  the 
function  of  credit.  The  only  purpose  you  can  use  credit  for  is  to 
borrow.  You  can  borrow  against  your  ability  to  produce  and  deliver 
goods  and  services  in  the  future.  There  is  no  other  function  for 
the  use  of  credit,  for  credit  in  itself  will  not  pay  for  anything. 
Credit  is  not  wealth.  Credit  is  not  something  that  you  can  either 
see  or  feel,  and  therefore  place  an  exchange  value  upon.  Credit 
may  be  described  as  a  condition;  the  condition  of  having  "the  ability 
to  produce  and  deliver  goods  and  services  as,  when  and  where 
required."  We  pay  for  wealth  with  wealth;  we  cannot  pay  for 
wealth  with  credit. 

The  Province  of  Alberta  was  formed  in  the  year  1905.  Alberta, 
like  other  Provinces  in  Confederation,  was  given  control  and  use 
of  its  own  credit.  As  stated  earlier  in  my  address,  the  control  of 
Alberta  Government  credit  is  guaranteed  by  the  British  North 
America  Act.  The  use  of  Alberta  Government  credit  is  provided  for 
in  Clause  3  of  Section  91  of  the  same  Act.  Clause  3  of  Section  91 
reads  as  follows:  "The  borrowing  of  money  on  the  sole  credit  of 
the  Province."  The  Province  since  its  inception  has  not  only  had 
full  control  of  its  own  credit,  but  has  used  its  credit  for  borrowing 
purposes  to  the  extent  of  approximately  $160,000,000.00.  What  the 
Province  actually  borrowed  was  claims  to  real  wealth  and,  in  the 
final  analysis,  we  are  paying  interest  as  a  Province  for  the  use  of 
$160,000,000.00  worth  of  real  wealth.  It  is  true  that  in  the  first 
instance  we  borrowed  financial  instruments,  but  these  instruments 
were  claims  against  real  wealth  and  facilitated  the  transactions. 
Instead  of  Governments  borrowing  wealth  in  bulk,  the  use  of  these 
financial  instruments  peimitted  governments  to  claim  and  use  the 
wealth  borrowed,  as  and  when  required.  I  trust  that  I  have  demon- 
strated without  question,  that  the  Provincial  Government  has  com- 
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plete  control  and  use  of  Alberta  government  credit,  but  in  view  of 
the  type  of  legislation  passed  by  the  legislature  since  the  present 
government  has  been  in  office,  and  having  regard  to  the  immense 
amount  of  propaganda  sponsored  and  supported  by  the  Government 
and  their  supporters  in  recent  times,  demanding  the  right  to  the 
control  of  Alberta  credit,  we  are  justified  at  this  point  in  asking  the 
Government  if  they  have  discovered  some  hitherto  unknown  method 
of  using  credit  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  the  Province. 
It  is  not  sufficient  for  the  government  to  say  that  what  they  have  in 
mind  can  only  be  understood  by  experts,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  all  human  endeavor  is  capable  of  being  explained  and  under- 
stood. Although  the  government  has  not  so  stated,  it  may  be  possible 
that  the  intention  of  the  government  may  be  to  secure  the  right 
to  issue  financial  or  other  instruments  against  Alberta  credit,  for  the 
purpose,  that  these  instruments  will  be  used  in  exchange  of  or  pay- 
ment of  wealth.  If  this  course  is  contemplated,  then  we  as  producers 
of  wealth  are  justified  in  asking  the  government  this  question:  When 
these  instruments  have  completed  the  function  they  are  intended 
to  perform,  where  is  the  government  going  to  secure  the  wealth 
necessary  to  redeem  these  instruments.  Obviously  the  Government 
is  not  presently  in  possession  of  the  wealth  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  redemption,  otherwise,  they  could  use  this  wealth  for  the  purpose 
they  have  in  mind,  without  all  the  propaganda  of  recent  times.  If 
the  Government  contemplates  a  course  of  action  such  as  I  have 
outlined,  then  one  of  two  things  will  occur.  First,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  tax  the  people  of  Alberta  in  sufficient  amount  to  redeem 
the  instruments  issued  against  the  Provincial  credit  and  used  in  the 
payment  of  wealth,  or  we  are  faced  with  a  period  of  uncontrolled 
inflation.  Both  are  detrimental  to  the  economic  interests  of  the 
farmer.  The  fanners  of  the  province  produce  annually  at  least 
over  70%  of  the  wealth,  and  remembering  that  all  taxes  are  paid 
with  wealth,  you  can  begin  to  visualize  the  tremendous  burden  that 
will  be  placed  on  agriculture.  Mortgage  money  for  farmers  at  20% 
would  be  mild  in  comparison.  It  is  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
future  that,  at  this  point,  I  plead  with  the  government  to  inform  the 
people  of  its  plans;  indeed,  I  will  go  farther  and  challenge  the  gov- 
ernment to  make  an  explanation  of  the  need  for  the  recent  propa- 
ganda in  regard  to  the  control  of  credit,  remembering  always  that 
the  Province  since  its  inception  has  had  full  control  and  use  of 
Alberta  Provincial  credit. 

THE  DEPRESSION 

The  depression  still  continues,  although  not  quite  so  severe  as 
three  years  ago.  Employment  has  improved  somewhat  but  the  num- 
ber on  relief  due  to  unemployment  is  considerable.  Owing  to 
extended  drought  more  farmers  than  formerly  have  to  depend 
on  governments  for  assistance  to  tide  them  over  until  they  harvest  a 
crop.  The  cost  of  relief  from  all  causes  constitutes  a  drain 
upon  the  resources  of  the  governments  concerned  and  have  to  be 
provided  for  by  taxation  or  borrowing.  World  economic  conditions 
are  better  than  a  year  ago,  due  mainly  to  government  borrowing 
huge  sums  for  armaments  and  war  purposes.  The  money  borrowed 
represents  surplus  weath  and  the  improvement  in  economic  conditions 
is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  consuming  or  using  of  some  of  this 
surplus  wealth.  If  and  when  government  borrowing  comes  to  an  end, 
we  may  expect  a  recession  in  business,  with  a  consequent  return  of 
depressed  conditions,  as  severe  as  any  that  we  have  passed  through 
in  recent  years.  How  often  do  we  hear  and  read  of  statements  made 
by  prominent  persons  to  the  effect,  "We  have  had  many  depressions 
in  the  past  but  we  have  always  recovered  and  after  recovery  have 
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had  prosperous  times."  From  these  statements  we  must  assume  that 
they  believe  that  the  cause  of  the  present  depression  is  the  same  as 
was  responsible  for  past  depressions.  In  my  judgment  this  view- 
point is  not  correct.  Prior  to  1930  and  with  some  exception  such  as 
war,  the  main  reason  for  past  depressions  was  due  to  a  scarcity  of 
consumable  wealth,  whereas,  the  depression  of  1930  was  due  en- 
tirely to  an  abundance  of  consumable  wealth.  In  the  development 
of  the  industrial  system  new  plant  and  equipment  (and  I  use  this 
term  in  the  widest  sense)  was  paid  for  from  savings.  These  savings 
represented  surplus  wealth.  Individuals  planned  for  the  erec- 
tion of  new  plant  and  equipment  without  regard  to  the  volume  of 
surplus  wealth  available.  The  result  was  that  plans  for  new  develop- 
ment were  greater  than  what  the  surplus  wealth  was  capable  of 
paying  for.  When  this  happened  a  depression  was  inevitable  and 
the  depression  continued  until  such  time  as  surplus  wealth  began 
to  accumulate,  then  the  depression  gradually  disappeared  and  a 
measure  of  better  economic  conditions  prevailed.  During  the  period 
of  industrial  development,  periods  of  prosperity  alternated  with 
systematic  regularity  with  periods  of  depression.  Periods  of  prosper- 
ity continued  just  so  long  as  there  was  surplus  wealth  available  for 
new  development,  whereas,  periods  of  depression  continued  until 
such  time  as  surplus  wealth  accumulated  and  was  available  for  new 
construction.  I  have  already  intimated  the  present  depression  was 
not  due  to  scarcity  but  rather  to  an  abundance  of  surplus  wealth. 
The  reason  for  the  present  anomoly  of  people  starving  in  the  midst 
of  plenty  is  due  to  the  fact  that  those  who  are  suffering  from  want 
do  not  own  sufficient  wealth  to  satisfy  their  requirements,  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand  there  are  those  who  have  more  wealth  than  they 
can  consume  and  who  cannot  find  a  safe  and  profitable  investment 
for  the  surplus.  So  long  as  this  surplus  remains  unconsumed  there 
is  no  hope  for  prosperous  times.  When  governments  stop  borrowing 
for  armament  and  war  purposes,  we  will  sink  back  into  a  depression 
as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  anything  we  have  as  yet  experienced. 
Furthermore,  the  depression  will  continue  until  such  time  as  pro- 
vision is  made  for  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  wealth  created; 
not  on  the  basis  of  something  for  nothing  but  rather  on  the  basis 
of  full  value  for  services  rendered. 

We  have  natural  resources  in  abundance,  up-to-date  machinery 
of  production,  and  skilled  labor,  that  is  the  equal  of  any  in  the 
world.  These  are  the  essentials  necessary  to  provide  a  high  standard 
of  living  and  form  the  basis  of  economic  security.  To  make  full  use 
of  our  resources,  machinery  and  labor,  will  require  that  we  devote 
our  intelligence,  time  and  energy  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
objective.  As  farmers  we  cannot  evade  our  share  of  the  responsibil- 
ity for  present  conditions.  Neither  can  we  evade  our  share  of  the 
responsibility  in  finding  ways  and  means  for  improvement. 

FUTURE  POLICY 

The  question  of  the  future  political  activities  of  our  Association 
was  the  most  important  matter  that  was  decided  by  the  last  conven- 
tion. The  number  of  resolutions  received  at  Head  Office  on  this 
subject  would  indicate  that  it  will  be  the  outstanding  question  for 
discussion  and  decision  at  the  present  convention.  If  you  read  care- 
fully the  resolutions  pertaining  to  this  matter  as  printed  in  the 
program  you  will  realize  the  difference  of  opinion  that  exists  among 
our  members  as  to  what  is  the  best  course  to  follow. 

In  regard  to  provincial  matters  the  resolutions  disclose  a  wide 
divergence  of  opinion,  so  much  so  that  anyone  reading  these  reso- 
lutions would  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  economic  and  social 

10 


interests  of  one  group  of  farmers  is  entirely  different  from  other 
groups  of  farmers.  Our  organization  is  a  democratic  organization. 
We  believe  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  control  from  the  ground 
up;  that  is  to  say  that  we  believe  that  the  responsibility  in  making 
decisions,  important  or  otherwise,  rests  upon  the  shoulders  of  our 
members  as  a  whole.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  this  practice 
is  sound.  Therefore  it  is  not  my  purpose  in  this  address  to  attempt 
to  direct  your  course  of  action.  I  trust  that  you  will  believe  that  I 
have  only  the  best  interests  of  the  organization  in  mind  if  I  try  to 
clarify  the  situation  by  drawing  to  your  attention  a  few  important 
points.  The  first  point  is  that  the  economic  and  social  interests  of 
every  farmer  are  identical.  What  is  good  for  one  farmer  is  good  for 
every  farmer  in  the  Province.  What  is  detrimental  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  one  farmer  is  also  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  all 
the  farmers  in  the  Province.  The  reason  for  the  previous  statement 
is  that  the  present  economic  system  metes  out  the  same  treatment 
to  every  farmer,  irrespective  of  race,  color  or  creed.  The  present 
system  is  the  medium  through  which  every  farmer  is  exploited.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  class  that  is  exploited  of  more  real  wealth  than 
is  the  farmer. 

Where  opinions  are  so  divided  the  first  and  most  important  mat- 
ter to  decide  is  what  is  our  objective.  The  economic  and  social  posi- 
tion of  the  farmer  under  the  present  system  must  be  the  guiding 
factor  in  deciding  our  objective.  When  we  have  decided  as  to  what 
is  our  objective  it  should  not  be  very  difficult  to  determine  the  course 
to  follow  that  will  lead  to  the  objective  we  have  in  mind.  It  would 
be  useless  and  a  waste  of  time  to  follow  a  path  that  leads  in  a  direc- 
tion other  than  in  the  direction  of  our  objective.  I  trust  that  we  will 
not  permit  prejudice  to  warp  our  judgment.  I  realize  that  this  is 
sometimes  hard  to  accomplish,  but  in  these  serious  times  our  re- 
sponsibilities are  great  and  we  cannot  afford  to  permit  personal 
animosities  to  becloud  our  vision.  If  we  always  keep  the  objective 
of  our  organization  in  mind,  there  is  no  reason  to  be  doubtful  of 
our  ultimate  success.  * 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  the  hope  that  the  decisions  arrived 
at  by  this  convention  will  be  such  as  will  be  of  benefit  to  those  whom 
this  organization  is  in  existence  to  serve.  This  is  a  democratic  organi- 
zation. The  expressed  will  of  the  majority  must  prevail.  If  mistakes 
are  made  they  can  be  rectified.  I  trust  that  nothing  will  occur  a15 
this  convention  that  will  split  our  ranks.  Conditions  are  too  serious 
to  contemplate  anything  other  than  united  effort.  May  I  express 
the  hope  that  this  convention  will  be  the  means  of  making  progress 
towards  our  ideals. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bring  greetings  from  the  women's  section 
and  to  express  the  wish  that  this  Convention  will  be  most  successful. 
May  I  also  express  the  desire  that  this  week  will  end  the  indecision 
which  has  been  evidenced  since  1935.  The  most  important  function 
of  this  body  of  delegates  will  be  the  charting  of  a  course  of  action 
which  will  again  put  the  U.F.A.  in  its  rightful  place — that  of  rank- 
ing second  to  none  in  its  usefulness  to  agriculture  and  those  classes 
of  society  which  are  today  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  burdens  pro- 
duced by  our  national  economic  policies.  If  we  have  learned  any- 
thing during  the  past  few  months,  we  will  not  allow  ourselves  to  run 
around  in  circles  and  futile  discussion  and  debate,  again  postponing 
the  day  of  decision. 

I  would  be  remiss  indeed  if  I  did  not  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
spirit  of  courage  and  enthusiasm  which  I  encountered  during  the 
past  year  in  my  work.  The  contacts  which  I  was  privileged  to  make 
convinced  me  that  if  the  women  are  not  the  backbone  of  this  Organi- 
zation, they  at  least  can  take  much  credit  for  its  existence.  It  takes 
real  courage  for  farm  women,  particularly  in  the  drought  areas,  to 
face  life  and  its  adversity.  The  fact  that  they  are  facing  up  to  it, 
keeping  abreast  of  the  times  and  have  a  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
an  aggressive  farmers'  organization  ensures  that  our  work  will  go 
on.  I  cannot  praise  too  highly  those  women  who  have,  in  the  face  of 
much  adversity,  kept  their  heads,  segregated  the  true  from  the  false 
and  caught  the  torch  handed  them  by  the  pioneers  of  this  movement 
who  knew  no  day  too  long  or  night  too,  weary  to  further  the  cause 
of  the  people  on  the  land.  I  hope  this  week  we  will  grapple  with  our 
problems  and  prove  that  the  spirit  of  energy,  grit  and  courage  which 
imbued  the  men  and  women  who  laid  the  foundations  of  this  move- 
ment still  lives  within  us. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  appreciation  of 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Gardiner  was  able  to  address  a  number  of  our 
U.F.W.A.  Conferences  last  year.  I  am  confident  that  much  has  been 
accomplished  through  his  efforts. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  Miss  Margaret  Archibald,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Juniors,  for  her  splendid  work  during  the  year.  Will  not 
every  delegate  here  pledge  himself  or  herself  to  give  a  little  more 
time  and  effort  to  Junior  work?  Nothing  will  pay  as  large  a  dividend 
as  a  little  time  spent  with  the  young  people.  The  present  economic 
chaos  is  acting  as  a  spur  to  these  young  men  and  women,  forcing 
them  to  take  an  interest  in  public  affairs.  Young  people  realize  that 
economic  policies  directly  affect  them.  They  are  not  greatly  at- 
tracted to  policies  of  the  past;  they  think  far  ahead  of  the  "stand- 
patter" mind. 

I  had  the  opportunity  of  attending  the  Youth  Congress  held  in 
Calgary  in  November.  It  was  indeed  refreshing  to  listen  in  on  their 
discussions — there  was  such  an  evident  lack  of  the  "closed"  mind 
which  one  encounters  so  frequently  these  days.  These  young  people 
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were  thinking  in  terms  of  present-day  conditions  and  present-day 
needs.  Their  high  ideals  of  service  to  their  fellow-men  and  unselfish 
purposes  are,  to  my  mind,  the  brightest  spot  on  the  horizon  today. 

From  all  camps  of  progressive  thought  there  is  an  incessant 
clamor  for  educational  opportunities  for  those  who  have  left  our 
educational  institutions.  In  an  endeavor  to  answer  this  demand,  an 
experiment  was  tested  at  Olds  School  of  Agriculture  last  year,  when 
the  Adult  School  for  Community  Life  was  held  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Donald  Cameron,  B.Sc,  Acting  Director  of  the  Extension 
Department  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
spending  a  few  days  at  Olds  during  the  course  and  I  am  sorry  in- 
deed that  more  people  did  not,  or  could  not,  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  attending  this  School.  The  whole  course  was  delight- 
fully entertaining  and  highly  educational.  To  my  mind,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  and  hearing  Dr.  Stewart,  to  whose  broadcasts  many 
of  us  listen  regularly,  was  splendid.  I  trust  that  our  locals  will  give 
all  the  support  possible  to  this  School  if  carried  out  again  this  year. 
It  is  a  real  attempt  to  bring  something  to  the  people  of  Alberta  in 
the  form  of  the  Folk  Schools  of  Scandinavia,  which  have  contributed 
much  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  there. 

We  are,  in  company  with  other  citizens,  participating  in  a  world 
war  of  ideas.  This  war  may  be  as  desti*uctive  of  property  rights  and 
individual  freedom  of  institutions  and  family  life  as  a  war  involving 
material  resources.  The  greatest  barrier  on  the  path  of  progress  is 
the  inability  of  the  average  individual  to  think  clearly  and  sanely. 
The  tendency  is  to  accept  ideas  advanced  by  others  as  our  own. 
Thomas  Edison  once  said,  "There  is  no  expedient  to  which  a  man 
will  not  go  to  avoid  the  real  labor  of  thinking."  No  permanent  pros- 
perity can  come  to  this  country  until  we  are  prepared  to  think 
through  and  deal  with  our  fundamental  economic  problems. 

World  conditions  do  not  present  a  pleasant  picture.  Unbridled 
nationalism  all  over  the  world  is  running  amuck,  selfishly  claiming 
everything  for  itself.  We  concede  neither  moral  decency  nor  eco- 
nomic honesty  to  any  other  nation.  This  nationalism,  of  which  we 
have  heard  faint  echoes  on  this  side  of  the  water,  if  allowed  to  con- 
tinue will  eventually  reduce  the  civilization  of  which  we  boast  to  a 
mere  shambles.  And  yet  collective  security  is  something  of  which 
the  peoples  of  the  earth  will  hear  nothing;  an  objective  to  which 
they  make  no  contribution  other  than  grudging  lip  service.  We  claim 
a  desire  for  peace  and  security,  but  we  have  not  yet  reached  the 
place  where  we  are  willing  to  pay  the  price,  the  merging  of  our  indi- 
vidual interests  with  those  of  the  masses. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  we  may  waken  any  morning  to 
find  the  world  again  in  flames  and  the  red  hand  of  war  spread  over 
the  universe.  In  Europe  the  tinder  is  smouldering  and  at  any  mo- 
ment the  conflagration  may  be  kindled  which  will  turn  to  ashes  the 
most  sacred  works  of  man.  Once  that  spark  is  kindled,  nothing  but 
complete  destruction  and  exhaustion  will  check  its  ravages.  All  of 
our  peace  societies,  treaties  and  leagues  may  well  be  swept  away  as 
chaff,  for  war  today  is  the  most  terrible  and  incurable  of  insanities. 
All  of  this  leads  to  one  significant  truth  that  today  our  ethics  and 
religion  are  to  be  found — not  so  much  in  the  life  and  conduct  of  the 
individual,  as  in  the  conduct  and  economic  systems  of  nations,  and 
the  activities  of  political,  social  and  economic  groups.  Uncontrollable 
madness  sweeps  over  the  earth  and  in  spite  of  every  dictate  of  con- 
science and  intelligence,  and  in  spite  of  the  futility  of  it  all,  nations 
are  plunged  into  horror.  Far  more  than  economic  or  poltical  issues 
are  at  stake.  The  spiritual  progress  of  mankind  is  imperilled.  Let 
us  not  forget  that  the  Dark  Ages  followed  centuries  of  great  culture. 
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We  are  steeped  in  traditions  of  the  past  which  may  yet  prove 
our  undoing.  The  tei-m  "liberty"  which  we  cherish  includes  in  it 
the  right  of  the  individual  to  pursue  his  way  without  giving  heed  to 
the  terrible  social  consequences  which  are  the  result  of  his  actions. 

If  we  cannot  voluntarily  forego  some  of  the  individual  preroga- 
tives which  in  a  simpler  day  and  age  we  could  successfully  claim, 
then  democracy  as  we  understand  it  is  doomed.  Certainly  we  cannot 
continue  to  enjoy  freedom  of  conscience,  of  religious  worship, 
thought,  speech,  the  press  and  radio  and  all  other  blessings  which 
we  hold  dear,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  conduct  our  business  and 
political  enterprises  of  every  kind  in  a  manner  that  will  safeguard 
human  health  and  happiness,  and  self-respect;  that  equal  opportuni- 
ties are  afforded  to  every  child;  that  the  good  things  of  life  are 
distributed  with  reasonable  justice;  that  needless  cruelty  of  every 
kind  be  effectively  prevented  and  especially  the  exploitation  of  the 
weak  by  the  strong.  If  this  cannot  be  done  under  our  present  set-up 
then  that  system  has  to  go.  That  time  is  here  and  if  we  do  not  take 
some  measures  to  secure  these  things  for  our  people  in  a  sane  and 
sensible  manner,  then  we  are  going  to  have  some  form  of  dictatorial 
control  and  its  coming  will  bring  about  the  destruction  of  many  of 
the  highest  spiritual  values  in  life. 

The  old  theory  of  laissez-faire  assumed  that  from  the  free  pur- 
suit of  private  ends  with  next  to  no  conscious  controls,  some  "in- 
visible hand"  would  bring  an  automatic  net  result  of  public  good. 
This  theory  has  been  hammered  hard  on  this  generation. 

For  years  past,  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul  was  the  only  way  to 
make  economic  adjustments;  to  some  it  is  still  the  approved  way. 
We  give  one  interest  more  by  giving  another  less.  Level  up  one  part 
of  society — another  part  is  levelled  down.  So  it  goes  on  today — the 
ancient  game  of  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul,  which  presently  com."- 
pels  you  to  rob  Paul  again  to  repay  Peter.  Of  course,  where  the 
baser  instincts  govern,  as  in  war  or  vicious  competition,  that  is  the 
natural  rule  to  follow.  Wherever  men  believe  that  there  is  only  so 
much  wealth,  that  is  their  only  path  to  possession.  But,  besides  being 
false  as  an  analysis  of  the  case,  and  gravely  inhuman  as  a  program, 
it  does  not  improve  the  human  lot  one  particle.  You  cannot  square 
this  rule  with  any  human  benefit.  No  one's  health  can  be  increased 
by  injuring  another's  health.  We  cannot  win  security  for  one  class 
at  the  cost  of  insecurity  to  another  class;  nor  build  prosperity  for 
one  on  the  poverty  of  another.  Whenever  we  dig  that  ditch  we  fall 
into  it  ourselves.  No,  if  Paul  needs  more,  then  Paul  ought  to  have 
more  and  our  job  is  to  produce  it,  but  robbing  Peter  for  the  purpose 
can  hardly  be  called  production.  It  doesn't  change  the  underlying 
condition. 

We  cannot  build  a  permanent  structure  for  Christian  living  upon 
the  foundation  of  selfishness.  We  cannot  build  an  economic  organi- 
zation to  supply  all  the  needs  of  human  beings  and  to  serve  the  rising 
standard  of  life  and  living  unless  our  industrial  life  is  organized  to 
promote  that  purpose.  Until  the  day  comes  when  the  majority  of 
our  people  have  seen  the  necessity  for  doing  away  with  the  "profit 
motive"  in  our  economic  and  industrial  life  we  can  make  no  real 
progress. 

I  am  not  a  national  planner,  nor  would  I  attempt  to  outline  a 
plan  for  democracy  in  so  brief  an  address.  I  merely  want  to  sug- 
gest at  this  time  the  urgent  necessity  for  examining  the  workings 
of  our  democracy.  If  it  is  true  that  democracy  contains  the  seeds 
of  its  own  destruction,  does  it  not  also  contain  elements  which,  if 
properly  nurtured  and  fed  may  enable  it  to  blossom  forth  upon  a 
sick  and  discouraged  world?  I  am  strongly  of  the  belief  that  it  has. 
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Denmark  has  done  it.  Sweden  has  done  it,  and  both  largely  through 
education.  Surely  the  task  is  not  too  great  for  us.  The  task  is  a 
big  one  but  it  must  be  accomplished.  Self-preservation  alone  de- 
mands it.  We  cannot  go  on  as  we  are  doing.  Our  youth  are  being 
sacrificed.  We  lost  one  generation  in  the  Great  War  and  we  are 
losing  another  generation  today  in  a  tragic  and  needless  way.  We 
worked  up  great  enthusiasm  during  that  period  of  madness  from 
1914  to  1918  that  we  might  win  the  war,  that  our  sons  might  slaugh- 
ter another's  sons.  We  sent  our  boys  in  all  the  glory  and  splendor 
of  youth  and  offered  them  as  a  sacrifice  on  the  bloody  altar  of  greed 
and  avarice.  Can  we  not  put  the  same  energy  today  in  a  war  against 
poverty,  degradation,  crime  and  misery?  Can  we  not  develop  a  new 
patriotism  which  is  to  keep  pace,  to  live  for  one's  country  rather 
than  to  die  for  it?  If  we  were  to  put  one-half  the  enthusiasm  and 
energy  into  this  Crusade  for  Social  Justice  as  we  did  in  that  hideous 
struggle  we  would  "go  over  the  top." 

Today  we  face  a  crisis  in  our  national  and  international  life;  of 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  I  want  to  talk  to  you,  very  simply 
about  the  need  for  action  in  this  crisis;  the  need  for  action  on  the 
part  of  individuals  and  the  need  for  action  on  the  part  of  this  organi- 
zation; the  need  to  meet  the  unanswered  challenge  of  millions  of 
people  suffering  from  lack  of  those  material  things  of  which  there 
is  such  an  abundance  today.  Democracy  will  not  stand  alone.  It 
will  not  stand  merely  with  the  passive  support  of  our  self -content. 
No  one  can  deny  the  existence  of  the  constant  menace,  the  threat 
of  internal  decay,  which  thrives  on  discontent  born  of  economic 
injustice  and  inequality  of  opportunity.  For  where  there  is  depriva- 
tion of  the  necessities  of  life,  where  there  is  exploitation  of  the 
downtrodden,  there  unmistakably  lies  the  seeds  of  disruption  and 
rebellion.  No  one  knows  better  than  you  of  the  U.F.A.  that  ominous 
forces  are  abroad  in  the  land  today.  It  is  true  we  have  made  some 
advances  during  the  past  years.  By  and  large  the  standard  of  living 
has  been  raised  for  many,  but  surely  we  cannot  be  so  naive,  if  not 
so  blind,  as  to  believe  that  these  goals  have  now  been  attained  to  the 
limit  of  our  ability  to  achieve  them.  Let  no  one  deceive  you  in  the 
belief  that  the  dark  days  of  depression  are  a  thing  of  the  past.  We 
cannot  coast  along  on  what  has  been  done.  There  still  remains  work 
for  us  to  do. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  work 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  and  much  advice  has  been  given 
us.  Many  have  kindly  suggested  that  we  have  made  a  contribution 
to  the  welfare  of  our  people  but  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we 
have  outlived  our  usefulness.    I  wonder. 

We  are  in  a  position  today  where  we  can  look  back  and  review 
the  accomplishments  and  achievements  of  this  movement  over  some 
thirty  years,  which  is  a  long  time  in  the  life  of  this  young  Province. 
We  of  the  U.F.A.  know  something  of  the  struggle  of  those  pioneers 
who  came  West  seeking  economic  freedom  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  We  know  how  much  courage  it  required  to  come  to  a  new 
land  and  to  break  the  first  prairie  sod.  We  know  something  of  the 
despair  and  desperation  of  the  settlers  when  they  found  they  had 
not  reached  the  Promised  Land,  as  the  rains  failed  to  materialize 
and  their  hopes,  along  with  their  crops,  shrivelled  up  and  died.  Then 
came  the  Great  War,  the  struggle  which  we  were  told  would  make 
the  world  free  for  democracy.  How  feverishly  the  farmers  struggled 
to  produce  more  and  more  that  the  hungry  hordes  might  be  fed.  How 
the  farmers  were  urged  during  those  bountiful  years  of  1915-16  to 
break  more  and  more  prairie  sod  and  produce  more  and  more  wheat. 
And  we  haven't  forgotten  the  fortunes  that  were  made  by  the  toil 
and  sweat  from  our  brows,  nor  have  we  forgotten  the  fortunes  made 

15 


by  those  who  dealt  in  weapons  of  death.  We  can  look  back  over 
those  post-war  years,  at  the  aftermath  of  misery  and  woe;  can  look 
back  over  the  desperate  struggle  of  those  engaged  in  agriculture. 
Through  all  these  reflections  creeps  a  thread  of  bitterness  for  we 
know  that  in  spite  of  all  the  labor  and  hardships  they  have  been 
forced  to  endure,  farm  people  are  facing  problems  they  never  should 
have  been  made  to  face,  too  many  look  today  to  a  future  devoid  of 
hope.  Many  have  become  the  victims  of  land  settlement  schemes, 
which,  during  the  war  times,  enriched  their  originators.  They  are 
suffering  today  because  Governments  urged  them  in  the  name  of 
God  and  humanity  to  put  under  cultivation  land  which  should  still 
be  prairie  sod.  We  know  positively  that  the  men  and  women  on  the 
farms  have  grown  old  and  weary  with  the  struggle  of  life  long  be- 
fore their  time;  homes  have  been  broken  up;  irreparable  losses  have 
occurred  and  we  are  moved  to  ask,  "Why  it  is  necessary  for  one 
civilization  to  give  so  much  to  some  and  so  little  to  others?" 

Through  all  these  years  I  know  of  no  agency  fighting  the  battle 
or  taking  up  the  cudgels  in  defense  of  Agriculture  in  Alberta,  other 
than  the  U.F.A.  I  know  of  no  other  organization  or  group  which 
has  worked  for,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  those  things  which  will, 
even  under  our  present  economic  system,  give  to  the  man  on  the 
land  a  more  equitable  price  for  the  service  which  he  renders  to  hu- 
manity. 

And  yet — and  yet — there  are  those  who  have  the  audacity  today 
to  tell  us  that  our  work  is  finished.  There  are  people  and  groups  of 
people  today  in  Alberta  who  are  greatly  concerned  over  the  welfare 
of  the  farm  people.  At  last  we  are  to  have  a  "square  deal"  if  we 
place  our  affairs  in  their  keeping.  I  would  like  to  ask  this  question: 
"Where  have  these  people  been  all  my  life?"  I  have  not  seen  any 
great  evidence  of  concern  over  the  welfare  of  farm  people  in  the 
past;  nor  have  I  ever  known  of  them  lending  their  support  in  help- 
ing us  secure  the  things  which  we  have  needed  so  badly.  The  work 
of  the  U.F.A.  isn't  finished — it's  just  begun!  We  haven't  yet 
scratched  the  possibilities  of  farmer  organization,  and  don't  let  any- 
one delude  us  that  if  we  sit  quietly  by,  like  good  children,  and  fold 
our  hands  and  do  nothing,  someone  is  going  to  come  along  and  solve 
all  our  problems.  Listen  to  this  little  saying  which  says  a  whole 
mouthful:  "Sitting  and  wishing  won't  decide  your  fate — the  Lord 
provides  the  fishing,  but  you  must  dig  the  bait."  What  this  organiza- 
tion needs  to  do  is  tJo  take  on  a  couple  of  steaks  and  get  busy.  '  Re^ 
member  our  long  record  of  service  is  an  honorable  one.  Never  have 
we  given  up  our  principles  or  ideals  to  political  expediency. 

It  will  take  courage  to  let  our  minds  be  bold  and  find  the  ways  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  nation.  If  we  do  not  have  the  courage  to  lead 
the  farm  population  of  this  Province  where  they  want  to  go, 
Heaven  help  them,  and  we  must  act— not  next  year — but  now! 

Here  are  hundreds  of  farmers  wondering  how  they  will  get  their 
crops  planted  in  1938!  Here  are  hundreds  of  farmers  wondering  if 
even  given  a  break  in  1938  how  they  can  manage  to  retain  their 
homes!  Here  are  hundreds  of  farm  women  wondering  how  they 
can  possibly  keep  soul  and  body  and  home  together  another  year! 
Here  are  hundreds  of  children  being  denied  thei  right  to  the  proper 
type  of  education  to  fortify  themselves  against  the  forces  they  will 
inevitably  meet!  Here  are  hundreds  of  people  suffering  for  lack  of 
medical  care  and  attention  in  this  day  of  advanced  medical  science! 
If  we  would  keep  faith  with  those  who  have  faith  in  us,  if  we  would 
succeed,  I  say  we  must  get  busy — NOW! 

We  gave  warning  back  in  1921  that  we  had  at  last  begun  to  fight 
for  our  rights.  It  is  true  some  went  into  the  battle  half-heartedly  and 
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that  some  have  grown  weary  and  fallen  by  the  wayside,  but  those 
of  us  who  remain  have  no  intention  of  giving  up!  We  are  determined 
to  see  this  nation,  the  men  and  women  on  the  farms,  as  far  along 
the  path  of  progress  as  we  can,  realizing  that  all  the  problems  that 
beset  human  life  are  not  going  to  be  solved  by  this  generation  or 
any  one  Government.  We  shall  continue  our  fight  for  a  more  satis- 
factory way  of  marketing  our  farm  produce;  for  a  more  equitable 
share  of  the  consumer's  dollar.  We  women  expect  to  press  forward 
for  all  those  reforms  in  our  economic  and  social  life  which  will  make 
the  way  a  little  easier  for  those  who  today  are  suffering  from  lack 
of  material  things  and  all  those  things  which  go  into  the  sum  total  of 
human  happiness. 

As  I  said  before,  our  work  is  not  done.  We  can  and  will  remain 
the  rallying  place  for  the  co-operative  effort  of  all  those  who  truly 
believe  in  political  and  economic  reform.  To  those  who  say  we  should 
stop  and  turn  back,  I  would  ask  the  question,  "Have  we  reached  the 
promised  land?"  Many  voices  cry  today  in  the  wilderness  when  we 
face  a  great  decision — a  decision  upon  which  hangs  the  fate  of  the 
agriculturist.  Some  say,  "Wait  a  while."  Others  say,  "We  have  ac- 
complished much,"  and  yet  others  ask,  "How  difficult  is  the  road 
ahead?" 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  quote  an  excerpt  from  Stanley  Baldwin's 
speech  of  May  last  before  the  Youth  of  the  Empire  Conference  in 
London:  "In  the  next  quarter  of  a  century,  as  you  come  to  play  your 
part  in  the  great  world,  the  big  problems  will  be  the  problems  of 
government.  The  peoples  of  the  world,  disillusioned  by  the  horrors 
of  the  war,  are  all  seeking  eagerly,  earnestly  for  what  they  conceive 
to  be  the  best  form  of  government  in  which  their  peoples  may  find 
happiness,  security,  and  develop  their  talents  to  their  best.  So  I  say 
to  you,  take  an  interest  in  government. 

"You  may  not  wish  to  enter  politics.  You  may  have  no  taste.  But 
governments  of  whatever  kind  tend  more  and  more  to  influence  the 
lives  of  the  individual,  and,  if  liberty  of  the  individual  is  to  be  pre- 
served, it  is  vital  that  the  individual  should  know  what  is  going  on, 
should  form  his  opinion,  should  give  his  judgment,  for  that  is  the 
foundation  of  orderly  democratic  government. 

"And  first  let  me  say  this  to  you,  from  tonight  onwards — and  all 
your  lives — put  your  duty  first  and  think  about  your  rights  after- 
ward." 

Government,  after  all,  is  a  fragile  thing  which  is  easily  damaged. 
In  its  ideal  form,  it  does  much  for  its  people.  But  it  can  and  does 
become  a  hateful  thing,  without  real  value  and  without  a  worth- 
while cause.  Human  beings  writhe  under  restraint  and  repression 
which  it  imposes  upon  them.  In  the  pages  of  history  one  may  read 
the  tragedies  of  the  many  governments  which  have  been  crushed  in 
the  storm  of  hatred  brought  about  by  their  lack  of  intelligence.  Yet 
such  things  need  not  happen.  When  government  exercises  its  right- 
ful function,  it  has  nothing  to  fear.  Men  created  government  for 
their  own  good  and  protection,  and  so  long  as  it  functions  according 
to  man's  need  for  it,  just  so  long  will  it  function  efficiently.  Today 
we  need  to  keep  that  tradition  alive.  Exploitation  abounds,  and 
only  governments  can  force  the  spoilers  to  cease  exacting  their  toll 
of  human  happiness  and  peace.  Only  governments  can  stop  the  prac- 
tice of  forcing  women  and  children  to  toil  under  conditions  revolting 
to  every  sense  of  decency.  Only  governments  can  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  elderly  people  who  have  been  crushed  by  economic  circum- 
stances. These  unfortunate  people  have  nowhere  else  to  turn.  If 
their  leaders  fail  them,  they  only  sink  deeper  into  the  mire  of  des- 
pair.  But  let  government  make  their  welfare  its  concern,  and  let 
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it  provide  the  machinery  whereby  the  under-privileged  can  rebuild 
their  shattered  existences,  and  life  once  more  glows  with  hope. 

So  may  I  say:  Before  you  decide  this  organization  has  no  func- 
tion to  perform  or  any  duty  to  the  farming  population  in  the  political 
field ;  ponder  well ;  also  beware  of  those  who  have,  up  until  now,  been 
at  cross-purposes  with  our  aims  and  ideals.  If  we  care  sufficiently, 
our  problems  will  be  solved.  If  we  don't  care,  and  let  matters  drift, 
the  greatest  opportunities  for  world  happiness,  prosperity  and  secur- 
ity may  be  lost  and  the  forces  of  evil  reign  supreme.  Our  hands, 
as  it  were,  have  been  placed  on  the  plow  which  is  marking  the  fur- 
rows of  the  future.  In  those  furrows  the  seed  is  already  germinat- 
ing. Let  us  not  be  daunted  by  difficulties  or  lose  heart  in  the  face 
of  past  losses,  but  drive  on  toward  our  goal.  Love,  with  its  twin — 
Courage — is  the  greatest  force  in  the  world.  Fear,  the  next.  So  let 
us  lift  our  eyes  through  the  clouds  of  today  and  ask  not  "What  of 
the  night?"  but  rather  "What  of  the  dawn?" 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
U.F.A.  for  1937 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Each  year  sees  the  passing  of  men  and  women  who  have  been 
prominent  in  the  work  of  our  organization.  It  is  fitting  that  we 
should  pay  tribute  at  this  time  to  all  such.  We  deeply  regret  to 
record  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Malloy  of  Warner,  husband  of  the 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.,  also  of  the  passing  of  Mr.  M.  J.  Conner 
of  Warner,  father  of  Mrs.  Malloy,  former  U.F.A.  Member  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  Warner  Constituency.  We  regret  also  to  record 
the  passing  of  Mr.  H.  C.  McDaniel  of  Whitla,  formerly  director  of 
the  U.F.A.  for  Medicine  Hat  and  member  of  the  Executive.  On  be- 
half of  members  and  officers  of  this  organization  we  extend  to  Mrs. 
Malloy,  Mrs.  McDaniel  and  to  all  others  who  have  been  similarly 
bereaved  our  sincerest  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

FELICITATIONS  TO  EDITOR 

To  W.  Norman  Smith,  Editor  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader,  and 
his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Amelia  Turner,  both  of  whom  served  the 
organization  long  and  well  as  members  of  the  staff  of  The  U.F.A. 
Limited,  we  extend  sincere  congratulations  on  their  recent  mar- 
riage, and  wish  them  long  life  and  happiness  together,  and  success 
in  publishing  their  paper.  We  appreciate  the  Western  Farm  Leader's 
advocacy  of  the  interests  of  the  organized  farmers  and  co-operatives 
of  Alberta. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  our  members,  especially  to  the  Junior 
Branch,  to  be  reminded  of  the  recent  marriage  of  Miss  Winnifred 
Ellston,  the  assistant  secretary.  The  Board  on  behalf  of  the  organi- 
zation wishes  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Ronald  Packer  every  happiness  in  their 
future  life. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

Two  meetings  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  were  held — one  after  the  last 
annual  convention  and  one  immediately  preceding  this  present  con- 
vention. The  Executive  has  held  five  meetings  during  the  year. 
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REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 


During  the  year  the  Executive  represented  the  organization  at 
two  meetings  of  the  C.C.F.  Provincial  Council.  The  Association  was 
not  represented  this  year  at  the  National  meeting  of  the  C.C.F.  in 
Toronto  nor  at  the  National  Council  meeting  in  Winnipeg.  It  was 
felt  that  the  Association  was  not  able  to  afford  to  send  a  delegate. 

Through  the  Co-operative  Committee  the  organization  is  repre- 
sented on  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Council  and  in  the  Western 
Agricultural  Conference  by  Mr.  Priestley.  The  Vice-President  has 
also  represented  us  at  meetings  of  the  Calgary  Youth  Council  and 
the  Alberta  Youth  Congress;  on  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade  and 
as  a  co-opted  member  on  a  Committee  of  the  Alberta  Legislature 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  brief  to  the  Rowell  Commission  on 
Dominion  and  Provincial  relations;  also  on  the  Alberta  Inter-Church 
Committee  for  Drought  Area  Relief. 

The  Executive  joined  with  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and  the  other 
Wheat  Pools  and  the  Western  Agricultural  Conference  in  giving 
credentials  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Hull  of  Winnipeg,  Secretary  of  that  Con- 
ference, to  the  17th  International  Conference  of  Agriculture  held 
at  The  Hague,  Holland,  in  June. 

ACTIVITIES  OF  EXECUTIVE 

At  conferences  between  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and  the  United 
Grain  Growers,  Ltd.,  with  respect  to  the  possibility  of  amalgama- 
tion of  those  two  bodies,  the  U.F.A.  was  represented  by  our  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Robert  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Sutherland. 

Immediately  following  the  last  Annual  Convention,  Central  Of- 
fice took  steps  to  secure  an  appointment  with  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  presenting  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention 
pertaining  to  provincial  affairs.  On  February  11th,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, with  Messrs.  R.  Hennig  and  J.  M.  Bentley,  and  Mesdames  V. 
Lowe  and  A.  Baker,  all  of  whom  live  close  to  the  city  of  Edmonton, 
met  Premier  Aberhart  and  five  members  of  his  Cabinet,  spending 
several  hours  with  them  reading  and  discussing  27  resolutions. 

Resolutions  were  forwarded  on  several  occasions  during  the  year 
to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  respecting  such  matters 
as  political  broadcasting  on  Sundays,  inter-change  of  first-class 
national  programs  through  the  systems  of  the  United  States;  reduc- 
tion of  license  fees  for  persons  operating  radios  on  batteries,  etc. 

In  June  a  strong  protest  was  forwarded  to  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment at  their  failure  to  provide  guarantee  of  credit  for  the  Munici- 
pal Hail  Insurance  Board.  Your  Executive  felt  that  it  was  a  very 
serious  loss  to  a  great  many  farmers  this  summer  that  they  were 
unable  to  insure  their  crops  against  hail  because  of  the  withdrawal 
of  the  facilities  of  the  Hail  Insurance  Board.  An  important  place 
has  been  provided  on  the  convention  program  for  discussion  of  Hail 
Insurance. 

In  June  the  Executive  forwarded  a  resolution  to  Prime  Minister 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King  and  to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry 
expressing  the  keen  disappointment  of  Western  Canadian  farmers 
at  the  failure  of  the  Canada  Wheat  Board  to  function  in  the  handling 
of  the  1936  crop  and  urgently  asking  the  Government  to  provide 
for  the  effective  operation  of  the  Wheat  Board  for  the  marketing  of 
the  1937  crop  as  intended  by  Parliament  in  passing  the  Wheat  Board 
Act. 

Confronting  the  possibility  of  extraordinary  need  in  the  drought 
area,  the  Executive  took  action  in  the  month  of  September  to  press 
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both  Dominion  and  Provincial  authorities  for  more  liberal  regula- 
tions regarding  feed  for  livestock;  earlier  arrangements  for  supply 
of  seed  for  the  coming  year;  increased  payment  per  cubic  yard  for 
dams  and  dugouts;  extension  of  the  scope  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Re- 
habilitation Act  to  include  farm  wells  in  addition  to  dugouts  and 
dams;  work  for  wages  projects  for  farmers  having  no  dams  or  dug- 
out locations  on  their  own  farms;  also  that  there  be  farmer  repre- 
sentation from  the  drought  areas  on  the  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation 
Board.  Acknowledgements  of  these  representations  have  been  made 
and  Mr.  John  Vallance,  chief  officer  of  the  P.R.F.A.,  has  been  asked 
to  address  the  convention. 

On  behalf  of  the  farmers  of  the  drought  area  Central  Office  has 
carried  on  considerable  correspondence  with  Dominion  and  Provin- 
cial governments  respecting  feed  relief  during  the  winter.  Hon. 
James  G.  Gardiner,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  has  pointed  out  that 
while  enough  fodder  to  supply  the  needs  of  Alberta  could  undoubt- 
edly be  procured  in  the  Province,  the  serious  need  in  Saskatchewan 
could  not  be  supplied  without  drawing  upon  Alberta  and  even  United 
States  sources  of  supply.  Both  governments  have  held  to  the  policy 
that  settlers  in  the  drought  areas  must  drastically  reduce  their 
holdings  of  horses  and  cattle  to  be  eligible  for  fodder  relief.  Your 
Executive  has  pressed  for  a  modification  of  this  policy,  but  so  far 
without  success. 

The  Executive  delegated  Mrs.  F.  J.  Malloy,  President  of  the 
U.F.W.A.,  to  attend  the  first  Olds  School  of  Community  Life  on 
behalf  of  the  Association.  Mrs.  Malloy  attended  for  one  week  and 
reported  an  excellent  course  and  talented  group  of  lecturers,  but 
rather  poor  attendance.  We  strongly  commend  Mr.  Donald  Cam- 
eron, B.Sc,  and  the  Department  of  Extension  of  the  University  for 
launching  this  experiment  along  the  lines  of  the  Folk  School  idea 
of  Scandinavia  and  hope  that  the  necessary  support  will  be  forth- 
coming both  from  public  authority  and  from  people  and  others  to 
make  possible  the  development  and  extension  of  such  educational 
and  cultural  facilities. 

Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  Priestley  acting  as  a  Committee  of  the 
Executive  undertook  preliminary  work  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed investigation  of  farm  conditions  ordered  by  the  last  Annual 
Convention.  After  correspondence  with  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture of  the  Universities  of  Alberta,  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba; 
the  receipt  of  numerous  bulletins  and  brochures  from  our  own  Uni- 
versity Department  of  Extension,  together  with  examination  of 
similar  material  covering  the  agricultural  conditions  in  other  coun- 
tries, it  was  concluded  by  the  Executive  that  until  such  time  as  the 
organization  could  afford  to  enable  one  of  its  officers  or  some  other 
person  or  persons  suitably  equipped  to  undertake  such  investiga- 
tions, nothing  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  worthwhile  could  be 
achieved.  We  believe  that  the  organized  farmers  ought  not  to  be 
content  to  have  agriculture  the  subject  of  investigation  by  other 
interests  but  when  the  opportunity  presents  itself  should  undertake 
to  sponsor  an  investigation  which,  while  not  less  thorough  than  that 
of  those  who  scientifically  approach  the  problem,  will  be  more  fully 
representative  of  the  human  interests  involved. 

AMALGAMATION  UNITED  GRAIN  GROWERS  AND  THE 
WHEAT  POOLS 

You  will  remember  the  resolution  carried  at  last  year's  conven- 
tion of  this  organization  urging  the  setting  up  of  a  committee  com- 
posed of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  the  United  Grain  Growerte 
and  two  members  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  to  meet  with  the 
U.F.A.  Executive  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  amalgamation 
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between  the  two  farmer-owned  grain  handling  organizations.  Copies 
of  this  resolution  were  forwarded  by  the  Executive  to  the  Boards 
of  the  two  organizations  and  following  this  the  first  meeting  was 
held  with  all  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.  Executive  present. 

At  this  meeting  the  principle  of  amalgamation  was  discussed  and 
finally  as  a  result  of  this  discussion,  a  committee  of  six  was  set  up 
composed  of  Messrs.  Gardiner  and  Sutherland,  representing  the 
U.F.A. ;  Messrs.  Plumer  and  Bennett,  representing  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool,  and  either  Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  McLellan  or  Mr.  Mac- 
Kenzie,  representing  the  United  Grain  Growers.  As  a  result  of 
various  meetings  the  decision  was  arrived  at  that  the  Pools  in  Mani- 
toba and  Saskatchewan  should  be  consulted  in  the  matter  as  the 
problem  was  not  confined  to  Alberta  alone.  Concurrently  with  this 
the  United  Farmers  of  Manitoba  presented  a  brief  to  the  Turgeon 
Commission  sitting  in  Winnipeg  in  which  amalgamation  of  the 
Pools  and  the  United  Grain  Growers  was  advocated. 

On  September  29th  last  at  a  meeting  at  which  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  boards  of  the  two  grain  organizations  met  with  the  two 
members  of  the  U.F.A.,  the  following  resolution  was  carried  unani- 
mously: "We  believe  the  interests  of  all  our  farmers  would  be  best 
served  by  these  two  boards  proceeding  to  examine  fully  the  advis- 
ability of  bringing  together  the  farmer-owned  marketing  organiza- 
tions in  Alberta." 

Following  this  and  after  consultation  with  the  boards  of  the 
Pools  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  public  opinion  amongst  the 
farm  people  became  so  concentrated  in  favor  of  the  proposed  in- 
vestigation that  at  the  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  United  Grain 
Growers  and  the  conventions  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta 
Wheat  Pools,  resolutions  were  passed  authorizing  an  investigation 
into  the  feasibility  of  amalgamation. 

The  governing  bodies  of  these  organizations  have  spoken  so 
clearly  on  this  question  and  while  the  technical,  legal  and  financial 
problems  involved  may  be  great,  stili  they  are  not  insurmountable 
and  we  would  suggest  that  no  obstacle  should  be  permitted  to  ob- 
struct a  thorough  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  proposal.  We 
desire  to  emphasize  and  pay  tribute  to  the  splendid  spirit  of  friend- 
ship displayed  by  all  those  taking  part  in  the  investigation. 

DRAFT  PROVINCIAL  PLATFORM 

Acting  on  the  mandate  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  1937  your 
Executive  met  with  the  other  sections  of  the  C.C.F.  Provincial  Coun- 
cil to  draft  a  C.C.F.  Provincial  Program.  This  draft  was  printed 
and  issued  to  all  locals  of  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  for  study  with 
the  request  that  suggestions  for  amendment  be  forwarded  to  Central 
Office.  By  courtesy  of  the  editor  these  were  published  from  time 
to  time  in  the  Western  Farm  Leader  and  a  forum  for  discussion  con- 
ducted. The  question  of  acting  upon  or  disposing  of  these  amend- 
ments and  suggestions  is  before  us  at  this  convention. 

STATEMENTS  ON  POLITICAL  POLICY 

In  August  and  again  in  November  in  view  of  the  intensity  of 
interest  aroused  in  the  Provincial  political  situation  as  a  result  of 
frequent  sessions  of  the  Alberta  Legislature,  mass  protest  meetings 
under  the  auspices  of  the  People's  League,  reports  of  advances  made 
by  that  body  and  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Gray  to  the  Association,  rumors  in- 
volving the  integrity  of  and  reflecting  upon  the  leadership  of  the 
U.F.A.,  etc.,  the  Executive  decided  to  break  silence  in  respect  to 
political  policy  in  Alberta.  In  these  statements  the  Executive  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  governing  body  of  the  Association  is 
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the  Annual  Convention;  deprecated  undue  worry  over  the  possibil- 
ity of  an  early  election;  pointed  out  the  constitutional  limitations 
governing  constituency  associations;  and  while  refusing  to  involve 
the  Association  in  any  new  political  alliances,  called  upon  our  mem- 
bers to  remain  steady. 

TARIFF  ON  LAMB  AND  MUTTON 

On  behalf  of  the  feeders  of  lamb  and  the  sheep  industry  in  gen- 
eral, an  industry  of  considerable  importance  in  Alberta,  your  Execu- 
tive joined  with  other  agricultural  bodies  throughout  the  Dominion 
in  protesting  to  the  Prime  Minister,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
at  the  reduction  in  duty  on  fresh  lamb  and  mutton  from  three  cents 
to  one-half  cent  per  pound.  This  reduction  came  unannounced  with- 
out previous  consultation  with  farmer  organizations  at  a  time  when 
sheep  men  throughout  the  West  had  made  their  arrangements  for 
the  feeding  of  lambs  through  the  winter.  No  satisfactory  replies 
have  been  l-eceived  as  yet. 

BRIEF  TO  TURGEON  COMMISSION 

At  the  Calgary  sitting  of  the  Royal  Commission  presided  over 
by  Justice  Turgeon,  Mr.  Gardiner  presented  a  brief  on  behalf  of  the 
farm  people  as  represented  by  our  Association.  The  brief  was  well 
received,  elicited  important  questions  and  answers,  and  was  given 
favorable  publicity  in  the  press  and  on  the  air.  Your  Board  would 
point  out  the  great  advantage  of  having  financially  strong,  well- 
equipped  farm  organizations,  able  to  present  data  before  such  a 
body.  Whatever  the  outcome  of  the  Commission  there  can  be  no 
gainsaying  the  fact  that  vested  interests  in  the  grain  trade  can  no 
longer  ignore  the  farmer  point  of  view,  presented  as  it  is  by  such 
bodies  as  the  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  our  own  and  kind- 
red farm  organizations  throughout  the  West. 

ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

As  a  result  of  the  increased  appropriation  for  President's  activi- 
ties made  by  our  Board  following  the  1937  convention,  Mr.  Gardiner 
has  this  year  travelled  thousands  of  miles  and  addressed  scores  of 
meetings  covering  large  areas  of  the  Province.  While  some  of  these 
addresses  were  given  to  Constituency  Association  meetings  and  other 
larger  rallies  of  the  Association,  many  of  them  were  held  under  the 
auspices  of  locals  of  the  Association  and  did  not  receive  much  pub- 
licity. We  believe  that  a  marked  strengthening  of  interest  in  the 
organization  and  clarification  of  the  economic  and  political  position 
of  the  farmers  has  resulted  from  these  meetings. 

In  the  month  of  March  the  Executive  arranged  for  the  President 
to  visit  Ottawa  and  press  upon  the  Dominion  authorities  the  neces- 
sity for  immediate  and  thorough  attention  to  provision  of  seed  for 
the  drought  areas.  As  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  Executive  to 
attempt  to  make  political  capital  against  the  Alberta  Government 
out  of  the  situation,  no  mention  was  made  of  the  visit  in  the  press. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  President's  visit  to  Ottawa  was 
not  without  result. 

ACTIVITY  OF  DIRECTORS 

During  the  year  members  of  your  Board  have  travelled  widely 
for  oi'ganization  purposes  and  have  addressed  many  meetings  in 
their  various  constituencies.  Five  of  the  Directors  have  made  some 
use  of  the  moving  picture  machine  with  films  on  co-operation  in 
Europe.   These  films  have  been  purchased  by  the  Association,  also 
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one  on  the  Coronation,  and  have  been  supplemented  by  educational 
and  entertainment  films  from  the  Department  of  Extension  of  the 
University. 

A  new  experiment  was  conducted  in  organization,  the  Wetaski- 
win  riding  being  selected.  It  was  felt  that  as  a  farmers'  organiza- 
tion we  could  do  much  to  mobilize  the  talent  of  our  people  along 
the  lines  of  a  rural  chautauqua.  The  experiment  was  conducted  for 
ten  days  under  the  directors  for  the  riding,  Mr.  H.  E.  Heath  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Carter.  It  entailed  a  somewhat  heavy  financial  drain 
upon  the  organization  but  gave  us  experience  in  a  field  of  effort 
which  we  believe  would  prove  valuable  if  made  self-supporting  and 
carried  out  on  a  wider  scale. 

During  the  year  the  Executive  and  officers  of  the  organization 
have  been  given  a  demonstration  of  the  possibilities  of  a  talking 
picture  machine.  A  number  of  these  are  now  being  used  by  the 
Saskatchewan  Wheat.  Pool.  Much  attention  is  being  directed  in  the 
educational  and  moving  picture  world  to  possibilities  of  education 
along  these  lines. 

It  is  fitting  that  your  Board  of  Directors  and  officers  should 
recognize  with  gratitude  the  useful  and  unselfish  assistance  ren- 
dered through  the  various  constituencies  by  many  members  of  the 
Association.  There  can  be  no  computing  the  value  of  the  splendid 
work  thus  unobtrusively  performed  in  the  past  thirty  years  by  such 
devoted  persons.  We  gladly  pay  full  tribute  to  them. 

PUBLICITY 

During  the  year  Central  Office  has  forwarded  considerable  pub- 
licity material  by  way  of  bulletins  and  pamphlets,  etc.,  on  behalf  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  Association.  We  feel  that  it  is  due  to  the 
press  of  the  Province,  particularly  the  Western  Farm  Leader,  but 
also  to  the  daily  and  weekly  papers,  that  we  record  our  appreciation 
of  the  ample  space  devoted  to  the  activities  of  our  organization  and 
their  unbiased  and  even  favorable  comment  thereon.  The  Western 
Farm  Leader,  taking  up  the  tradition  of  our  paper,  The  United 
Farmer,  has  consistently  championed  the  cause  of  farm  organiza- 
tions, producer  and  consumer  co-operatives  and  in  general  has 
featured  matters  of  interest  to  the  farming  population. 

We  wish  to  record  also  our  appreciation  of  the  time  devoted  to 
farm  organizations  and  rural  interests  generally  by  the  radio  stations 
of  the  Province. 

YOUTH  REHABILITATION 

Throughout  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  setting  up  of  the 
Federal-Provincial  program  of  Youth  Rehabilitation  your  organiza- 
tion was  kept  in  touch  with  these  matters  by  the  Vice-President,  act- 
ing as  a  counsellor  for  the  Youth  Council  of  the  City  of.  Calgary; 
by  the  President  of  the  Junior  organization,  Miss  Margaret  Archi- 
bald, who  was  a  delegate  to  the  Montreal  Congress  of  Canadian 
Youth  anid  has  since  been  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Alberta; 
Youth  Congress  Movement,  and  by  Misses  Birch  and  Ellston,  Secre- 
tary and  Assistant  Secretary.  We  have  observed  with  great  interest 
the  establishment  of  training  centres  in  many  parts  of  the  Province 
and  were  instrumental  in  interesting  large  numbers  of  our  young 
people  through  circulars  to  Junior  Locals,  articles  written  in  the 
Western  Farm  Leader  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  Winnifred 
Ellston,  by  active  participation  on  the  part  of  officers  of  the  Junior 
organization,  and  by  means  of  a  rally  held  under  the  auspices  of 
Central  Office,  attended  by  some  35  young  people  between  the  ages 
of  18  and  30  from  a  radius  of  40  miles-  around  Calgary. 
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ROWELL  COMMISSION 

Early  in  the  year  the  Association  was  asked  to  nominate  a  repre- 
sentative to  become  a  co-opted  member  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Alberta  Legislature  on  Dominion-Provincial  relations.  Mr.  Priest- 
ley was  nominated,  attended  sessions  of  the  Committee,  being  con- 
sulted by  the  Government  economist  and  members  of  the  Committee 
on  several  occasions.  The  Alberta  Government  is  continuing  the 
preparation  of  material  for  presentation,  having  placed  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brownlee,  K.C.,  in  charge  of  the  preparation,  notwithstanding  the 
decision  of  the  Legislature  in  September,  1937;  that  no  brief  would 
be  presented  to  the  Commission. 

The  President  and  Vice-President  for  some  time  past  have  been 
in  course  of  preparation  of  a  brief  to  the  Rowell  Commission  with 
a  view  to  especially  presenting  the  claims  of  agriculture  for  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  any  rearrangement  of  the  powers  or 
rights  of  the  Provinces  and  the  Dominion. 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  RELIEF 

One  of  the  major  activities  of  the  Vice-President  and  Central 
Office  for  a  period  of  almost  two  months  last  fall  wais  in  connection 
with  the  shipment  of  donated  cars  of  fruit  and  vegetables  in  con- 
junction with  the  Okanagan  Central  Prairie  Relief  Committee  and 
the  Alberta  Inter-Church  Drought  Area  Relief  Committee.  The 
Vice-President  was  added  to  the  last  named  committee,  of  which 
Mrs.  Edith  Gostick,  M.L.A.,  was  chairman.  Sixty-four  cars  of  fruit 
were  shipped  from  the  Okanagan  into  Alberta  by  the  people  of  the 
Okanagan  and  Creston  valleys.  Arrangements  for  twenty-seven  of 
these  were  undertaken  by  the  Vice-President.  The  directors  ax-e 
particularly  appreciative  of  the  activities  of  Mr.  Priestley  in  this 
work. 

CO-OPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES 

The  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  has  become  one  of  the 
major  activities  of  Central  Office  and  of  approximately  one-third  to 
one-half  of  the  member  locals  of  the  Association.  A  comprehensive 
report  on  these  matters  will  be  submitted  to  the  convention  by  the 
Co-operative  Committee  of  the  Board,  but  we  take  pleasure  in  not- 
ing that  in  spite  of  one  of  the  most  disastrous  drought  years  in  the 
history  of  Western  Canada,  a  very  considerable  increase,  especially 
in  petroleum  products,  has  been  attained.  We  urge  that  the  con- 
vention by  question,  discussion  and  debate  if  necessary,  shall  give 
due  recognition  to  this  important  phase  of  our  work. 

LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 

Valuable  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  in  respect  to  debt 
adjustment,  handling  of  estates  and  other  business  of  our  members 
by  our  solicitors,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hall  of  Calgary  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee, 
K.C.,  of  Edmonton.  We  urge  upon  our  members  to  make  more  use 
of  these  excellent  facilities. 

DEBT 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  our  legal  department  in  handling  cases 
for  farmer  debtors,  Central  Office  has  directed  many  enquirers  in 
these  respects  and  has  kept  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  Farmers' 
Creditors'  Arrangement  Act.  When  President  Gardiner  was  in  Ot- 
tawa in  March  last  he  again  urged  upon  the  Federal  authorities  the 
necessity  of  speeding  up  the  work  of  the  Act  by  creating  more  boards 
to  cope  with  the  volume  of  applications  for  compromise  of  debt  now 
awaiting  attention.  We  believe  the  farm  movement  should  strongly 
resist  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  creditor  interests  to  deprive  farmer 
debtors  of  the  advantages  of  this  Act.  Though  much  good  work  has  un- 
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doubtedly  been  done  under  the  Act,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  sur- 
face activity  and  talk  with  respect  to  the  question  of  farm  debts,  the 
position  remains  substantially  as  it  was  left  at  the  end  of  the  term 
of  office  of  the  U.F.A.  government.  The  moratorium  now  in  force 
until  March  31st  has  settled  nothing. 

The  settlement  of  public  and  private  debt  remains  one  of  the 
big  problems  of  governments,  a  problem  which  should  be  tackled 
vigorously  and  on  sound  lines,  with  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned. 

FUTURE  POLICY 

During  the  past  18  or  20  years  the  political  opinions,  principles 
and  activities  of  the  U.F.A.  have  been  and  are  matters  of  great 
interest  to  all  sections  of  the  people  of  Alberta.  It  is  a  matter  of 
pride  to  us  that  although  our  representatives  were  all  defeated  in 
1935,  the  people  of  the  province  still  took  to  us  for  leadership  in 
political  thought  and  action.  This  is  a  tribute  to  the  usefulness  of 
the  organization  in  this  field  in  the  past.  The  unprecedented  world 
situation  of  recent  years,  the  economic  aspects  of  which  have  borne 
down  so  heavily  upon  the  farm  population,  coinciding  as  they  have 
with  the  worst  drought  period  known  to  Western  Canadian  life, 
had  cumulative  effect  so  far  as  the  political  aspects  of  our  organi- 
zation are  concerned  in  the  rise  of  the  Social  Credit  movement. 
While  the  members  of  our  organization  have  been  endorsed  in  their 
stand  with  respect  to  Social  Credit,  there  is  still  among  us  a  great 
deal  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  best  policy  to  adopt  to  reunite  the 
agricultural  community  on  some  progressive  political  platform  which 
will  appeal  to  their  minds  and  be  the  instrument  of  meeting  their 
needs. 

This  convention  is  called  upon  to  decide  that  momentous  ques- 
tion so  far  as  the  year  before  us  is  concerned.  It  has;  been  a  source 
of  great  encouragement  to  your  Board  that  amid  the  conflicts  of 
opinion  among  us  there  has  prevailed  a  fine  spirit  of  unity  and 
loyalty  to  the  Association.  We  plead  for  a  continuance  of  that 
spirit  and  that  loyalty  and  for  a  broad  tolerance  not  only  among 
ourselves  but  towards  those  who  differ  from  us  in  our  home  com- 
munities and  the  province  at  large. 

That  natural  human  tendency  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon 
those  who  differ  from  us  and  force  them  to  our  point  of  view  is  in 
evidence  to  a  tragic  degree  in  many  parts  of  the  world  at  present. 
We  can  only  hope  to  avoid  similar  tragic  outcome  of  the  clash  of 
conflicting  interests  in  our  home  province  and  Canada  by  the  exer- 
cise of  tolerance  and  goodwill  towards  those  who  differ  from  us, 
while  constant  in  our  pursuit  of  those  objectives  in  public  affairs 
which  we  have  so  long  sought  to  attain. 

The  whole  trend  of  present  day  affairs  emphasizes  very  strongly, 
particularly  here  in  Alberta,  the  need  for  the  effective  organization 
of  agricultui'e.  A  strong  farm  organization,  able  at  all  times  to  repre- 
sent intelligently  and  forcefully  the  interests  of  the  farm  people, 
was  never  more  needed  than  today.  We  trust  that  whatever  the 
outcome  of  the  debate  at  this  convention  with  respect  to  public  af- 
fairs, this  pressing  need  will  be  kept  in  view  and  the  energies  of  our 
membership  directed  thereto. 

RECOGNITION  OF  STAFF 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  our  sincerest 
appreciation  of  the  faithful  and  willing  work  of  the  staff  of  Central 
Office. 

H.  E.  SPENCER. 
NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY. 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND. 
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Report  of  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative 
Committee 


At  the  close  of  the  seventh  year  of  participation  by  your  Central 
Office  in  the  work  of  organizing  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm 
supplies,  your  Committee  feels  justified  in  taking  pride  in  what  has 
been  accomplished.  It  is  fairly  safe  to  say  that  no  seven-year  period 
since  Western  Canada  was  first  settled  has  been  so  disastrous  to 
agriculture.  Our  progress  has  not  been  spectacular,  and  has  not 
taken  form  in  imposing  physical  plant;  we  feel,  nevertheless,  that 
we  are  well  on  the  way  to  creating  a  firmly  built  co-operative  insti- 
tution having  the  elements  of  permanence.  Starting  without  a  dol- 
lar, having  only  the  goodwill  and  cohesion  of  our  members  and  the 
machinery  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Office  with  which  to  work,  we  have 
carried  on  business  without  calling  upon  our  members  to  subscribe 
a  dollar  of  capital  stock,  and  at  the  same  time  have  not  loaded  up 
the  Association  with  any  unbearable  burden  of  debt.  Step  by  step, 
we  have  acquired  knowledge  of  the  technique  of  co-operative  mer- 
chandising. Dealing  in  relatively  few  commodities,  carrying  on  our 
business  in  such  a  way  as  to  command  the  respect  of  wholesale, 
producing  and  manufacturing  concerns  with  whom  it  has  been  nec- 
essary to  do  business,  gradually  extending  our  service  to  the  local 
units  and  to  the  District  Co-operatives  in  which  some  of  them  are 
grouped,  we  have  comi;  to  be  a  real  factor  in  the  business  life  of 
the  Province  and  have  gained  such  a  measure  of  support  among  the 
farm  people  as  to  warrant  a  bright  outlook  for  the  future  of  the 
movement. 

A  YEAR  OF  DIFFICULTY 

Nineteen  thirty-seven  has  been  a  year  of  great  difficulty.  The 
outlook  in  the  first  few  months  was  very  bright.  Prospects  for  a 
good  crop  were  encouraging.  Prices  were  relatively  high.  Then 
came  the  disastrous  dry  months  of  the  summer  when  even  in  the 
northern  areas  of  the  Province  and  the  more  central  districts  such 
as  those  around  Edmonton,  it  seemed  that  an  almost  total  crop  fail- 
ure was  in  sight.  Late  summer  rains  came,  bringing  to  harvest  a 
relatively  good  crop  in  areas  which  had  appeared  to  be  facing  a  total 
loss,  yet  leaving  large  sections  of  the  Province  suffering  from  the 
worst  failure  in  the  history  of  farming.  Under  these  conditions  it 
was  only  natural  that  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  supplies  should 
suffer  along  with  all  other  forms  of  wholesale  and  retail  business. 
This  has  been  reflected  in  a  shrinkage  of  volume  sales  in  several 
lines  and  in  barely  maintaining  the  rate  of  progress  in  others. 

The  crop  conditions  also  had  their  effect  on  the  activity  of  our 
locals.  A  succession  of  years  of  difficulty  and  failure  doest  not  con- 
duce to  that  optimism  and  energy  which  is  necessary  for  community 
action  along  co-operative  lines.  It  is  true  that  some  may  turn  to 
co-operation  who  have  never  looked  at  it  before,  as  a  last  resort  by 
which  to  improve  their  economic  lot.  Such  instances,  however,  do 
not  arise  in  sufficient  numbers  to  really  affect  the  situation.  At  this 
point  we  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  a  large  number  of  U.F.A.  locals  who 
notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  to  which  we  have  referred, 
together  with  severe  price  competition  at  their  local  points,  have 
continued  to  direct  their  business  to  Central  Office. 
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In  our  report  last  year  we  expressed  surprise  that  in  view  of  the 
great  advances  made  in  the  building  of  co-operatives  and  in  co- 
operative education  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  view  of  the 
continued  unemployment  and  straightened  circumstances  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  our  people  in  the  towns  and  cities,  so  little  effort  had 
been  directed  to  a  co-operative  solution  of  these  problems.  Another 
year  has  passed  and  the  outlook  in  that  respect  is  not  any  more 
encouraging.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  little  worse  because  during  the  year 
two  consumers'  co-operatives,  organized  in  Edmonton  in  1936,  have" 
gone  to  the  wall,  with  resultant  losses  to  their  shareholders  and 
patrons,  despite  all  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  the  various 
educational  bodies  concerned  with  the  promotion  of  co-operation. 
There  is  little  evidence  of  growth  in  the  consumers'  co-operative 
movement  in  Alberta,  apart  from  the  advances  made  by  ourselves 
in  the  field  of  buying  farm  supplies. 

NO  NEW  DEVELOPMENTS 

There  have  been  no  outstanding  developments  in  co-operative 
organization  in  1937.  The  tendency  which  we  noted  in  our  report 
of  last  year  has  developed  and  a  number  of  the  Constituency  units 
formed  in  1932  and  1933  have  either  suspended  operations  or  ceased 
to  function.  On  the  other  hand,  the  stronger  Constituency  Co-opera- 
tives met  on  two  occasions  during  the  year  and  set  up  a  central  unit 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  machinery  for  the  election  of  the  two 
additional  members  who,  with  your  Committee,  constitute  the  Board 
of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association.  At  the  conference 
held  by  these  Co-operatives  at  the  end  of  November  last  they  recom- 
mended that  a  committee  be  set  up,  suggesting  the  names  of  Mr.  J. 
E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  Mr.  Donald  Cameron,  B.Sc,  and  Mr.  E.  W. 
Brunsden  to  review  the  question  of  consumer  co-operation  in  Al- 
berta in  all  its  aspects,  including  that  carried  on  by  ourselves,  with 
a  view  to  most  efficiently  consolidating  consumer  purchasing  power. 

One  fact  in  this  connection  stands  out  quite  clearly — that  the 
strength  of  the  movement  for  the  co-operative  buying  of  farm  sup- 
plies is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  our  organization  has  developed 
throughout  the  years  a  strong,  well-equipped  central  unit  which  has 
the  confidence  of  many  thousands  of  farmer  patrons  throughout  the 
Province.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  strength  of 
this  centralized  organization  should  be  at  all  times  carefully  guarded 
and  maintained. 

MADE  GRATIFYING  PROGRESS 

In  the  two  principal  lines  of  co-operative  buying  carried  on  by 
our  Association,  namely,  petroleum  products  and  binder  twine,  we 
are  able  to  show  substantial  increases  over  the  sales  volume  of  1936. 
These  increases  in  business  do  not  show  in  dollar  values  so  much, 
owing  to  price  declines,  in  those  and  other  commodities.  The.  price 
of  gasoline,  for  instance,  dropped  as  much  as  two  and  one-half  cents 
during  the  year.  The  binder  twine  business  was  so  competitive  as 
to  wipe  out  the  retail  margin  in  a  great  many  districts,  reducing 
the  price  to  wholesale  levels. 

There  has  been  a  gratifying  expansion  of  the  coal  business  de- 
spite active  truck  competition  in  several  of  the  mining  areas,  the 
increase  of  business  in  carlots  of  coal  being  particularly  due  to 
activity  around  the  Edmonton  mine  field. 

In  respecFto  other  commodities  we  have  to  record  mixed  results: 
relative  inactivity  along  some  lines,  decreases  in  others,  with  some 
substantial  increases.   As  previously  noted,  this  may  be  ascribed  in 
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part  to  the  crop  conditions.  It  is  no  doubt  also  in  part  due  to  the 
demands  of  the  oil  business  upon  the  Central  Office  staff  have  pre- 
cluded paying  as  much  attention  as  formerly  to  these  other  lines. 

PETROLEUM  PRODUCTS  OUTSTANDING 

Undoubtedly  the  handling  of  petroleum  products  since  the  Asso- 
ciation became  Alberta  agents  for  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum,  Limited, 
has  come  to  be  the  chief  activity  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative, 
and  of  most  if  not  all  of  the  District  and  local  unitp  of  the.  Associa- 
tion. During  the  year  five  wholesale  plants  have  been  built  and 
equipped.  Owing  to  the  drought,  agencies  were  discontinued  pro 
tern  at  six  points.  We  have  now  altogether  85  agencies  in  operation. 
These,  in  addition  to  serving  the  farm  trade,  sell  Maple  Leaf  products 
to  close  on  100  garage  men  and  other  dealers  handling  Maple  Leaf 
products  exclusively.  The  acceptance  of  Maple  Leaf  products  for 
sale  by  these  dealers  who,  in  many  instances,  have  no  connection 
with  our  movement,  is  a  most  gratifying  phase  of  our  operations 
and  further  proof  that  strictly  commercial  business  can  also  be  car- 
ried on  by  a  co-operative  organization.  To  secure  this  commercial 
business,  to  build  up  the  patronage  of  the  farmers  around  the  agen- 
cies, to  supervise,  assist  and  encourage  our  agents  has  required  much 
painstaking  sales  effort  on  the  part  of  our  field  staff,  in  which  we 
have  been  ably  assisted  by  the  field  staff  of  the  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum, 
Limited.  We  have  carried  out  a  policy  of  consistent  advertising  in 
the  farm  papers  and  over  the  air.  We  suggest  to  our  members  and 
supporters  that  in  addition  to  patronizing  the  agencies  of  the  Asso- 
ciation'and  buying  their  wholesale  quantities  of  fuel  oils,  etc.,  that 
they  patronize  wherever  possible  the  retailers  handling  our  products 
and  when  doing  so  give  their  reason  for  the  patronage. 

In  laying  our  plans,  and  carrying  out  the  same,  with  respect  to 
the  expansion  of  facilities,  we  have  avoided  as  far  as  possible  spread- 
ing our  agencies  over  too  great  a  field.  It  was  our  view  that  the 
agencies  of  the  Co-operative  should  be  so  situated  that  service  from 
Central  Office,  supervision,  auditing,  etc.,  could  be  carried  out  eco- 
nomically. This  means  that  there  are  still  large  areas  of  the  Province 
where  our  members  are  unable  to  patronize  our  oil  stations.  This 
situation  is  unavoidable  if  any  sound  plan  of  expansion  is  to  be  car- 
ried out  along  with  our  present  policy  of  not  appealing  for  capital 
stock  subscription.  To  members  of  the  Association  who  are,  as  yet, 
denied  facilities  of  the  Co-operative  all  we  can  save  is  that  we  hope 
and  intend  to  extend  our  service  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  past  two  and  a  half  years  under  the  Maple  Leaf  contract, 
investigation  looking  toward  the  opening  of  new  agencies,  the  pur- 
chasing of  property,  the  building  of  plants,  has  necessitated  the  de- 
velopment of  a  field  staff,  the  major  portion  of  whose  time  has  been 
spent  in  connection  with  the  oil  business.  During  the  past  three 
years  since  our  association  with  the  United  Grain  Growers  in  respect 
to  the  distribution  of  binder  twine,  members  of  the  staff  have  also 
assisted  the  field  staff  of  that  Company  in  arranging  for  agencies  for 
twine,  making  contacts  with  our  locals,  etc.  These  activities,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  occasional  rounds  of  visits  by  the  Vice-President 
and  members  of  the  Co-operative  Committee,  have  served  to  estab- 
lish a  great  many  personal  contacts  throughout  the  Province  and 
are,  in  our  opinion,  an  integrating  force  in  the  organization. 

INCREASES  OVER  1936 

Comparison  of  the  sales  of  Maple  Leaf  products  for  the  two 
years  1936  and  1937  shows  an  increase  in  fuel  oils  of  45.51%,  and 
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in  lubricating  oils  of  34.47  7' .  The  volume  of  sales  for  the  year  1937 
is  respectively  2,551,001  gallons  of  fuel  oils  and  76,217  gallons  of 
lubricating  oils. 

The  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  increase  in  fuel  oil  sales  over 
the  same  period  of  1936  ranged  all  the  way  from  57.95%  to  81.35% 
per  month.  The  increase  diminished  steadily  from  the  month  of  April 
to  the  end  of  September  and  showed  a  slight  rise  in  the  months  of 
October  and  November,  diminishing  again  slightly  in  the  month  of 
December.  The  graph  presented  herewith  showing  the  volume  of 
sales  in  gallons,  month  by  month,  with  the  year  1936  imposed  upon 
that  of  1937,  visualizes  the  progress  made.  It  also  emphasizes  the 
necessity  of  developing  and  patronizing  retail  outlets  to  even  out 
to  the  greatest  extent  possible  the  volume  in  the  low  months  of  No- 
vember, December,  January,  February  and  March  so  as  to  more 
nearly  approximate  the  volume  between  April  and  October  when 
farm  sales  are  at  their  peak.  It  is  difficult  to  operate  a  business  or- 
ganization efficiently  otherwise. 

The  new  policy  followed  by  the  Co-operative  under  the  Maple 
Leaf  Petroleum,  Limited,  gives  us  every  reason  to  believe  that  if 
the  present  rate  of  progress  is  maintained  we  shall  have  succeeded 
in  a  few  years  in  establishing  a  string  of  well-equipped  agencies  for 
the  handling  of  petroleum  products,  a  substantial  number  of  them 
owned  and  controlled  by  our  organization,  that  will  be  a  real  factor 
in  the  oil  business  in  Alberta.  For  more  than  a  year  past  we  have 
maintained  sixth  place  among  the  Companies  officially  listed  as  pay- 
ing taxes  on  fuel  oils  to  the  Alberta  Government. 

Early  in  the  year  Mr.  C.  C.  Peake,  manager  of  Maple  Leaf  Petro- 
leum, resigned  to  take  an  important  position  in  the  United  States, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Wallace.  We  are  happy  to  record 
having  had  the  fullest  co-opei'ation  of  the  management  and  staff  of 
the  Company. 

BINDER  TWINE,  ETC. 

The  season's  activities  in  the  sale  of  binder  twine  in  connection 
with  the  United  Grain  Growers  presented  a  varied  picture.  The  ir- 
regular crop  conditions  to  which  we  have  referred  indicated  in  the 
early  harvest  season  that  we  might  possibly  fall  below  the  volume 
of  sales  of  1936.  The  late  summer  rains,  however,  resulted  in  the 
growth  of  a  crop  which  required  considerable  binder' twine  with  the 
result  at  the  end  of  the  season  we  were  able  to  report  a  44%  in- 
crease in  sales.  One  result  of  the  threat  of  crop  failure  was  that 
price  cutting  developed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  wipe  out  retail  mar- 
gins in  many  districts  in  the  early  part  of  the  season.  While  no  doubt 
binder  twine  prices  were  quite  satisfactory  to  the  farmer-buyer, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  distributing  agency  the  situation  must 
be  viewed  differently.  To  remain  in  business  there  must  be  a  mar- 
gin above  cost  to  allow  for  the  meeting  of  handling  charges  incurred 
at  local  points  as  well  as  Central  Office  and,  in  addition,  to  provide 
for  dividends  and  contingent  losses. 

We  wish  here  to  pay  tribute  to  the  efficiency  and  courtesy  and 
spirit  of  co-operation  shown  to  us  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Law,  President  of 
the  United  Grain  Growers;  Mr.  E.  S.  McRory,  Alberta  Manager,  and 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Company. 

Coal  sales  in  carlot  quantities  ordered  through  our  Calgary  and 
Edmonton  offices,  exclusive  of  truck  sales  and  purchases  made  by 
our  members  direct  from  local  mines  throughout  the  Province,  ex- 
clusive also  of  some  of  the  arrangements  made  with  local  mines  by 
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some  of  the  District  Co-operative  Associations,  have  aggregated  more 
than  two  thousand  tons. 

The  money  value  of  the  business  done  through  the  Central  Or- 
ganization in  the  past  twelve  months  is  $900,349.48.  This  figure  does 
not  take  into  account  many  local  transactions  aggregating  to  our 
knowledge  a  very  considerable  amount  of  money.  As  before  stated, 
petroleum  products  constitute  by  far  the  largest  item  of  business. 
Binder  twine  comes  next  and  other  commodities  in  the  following 
order:  coal,  fruit,  posts,  chemicals,  salt,  tires,  batteries,  poultry  sup- 
plies, baby  chicks,  etc. 

INSURANCE 

During  the  past  two  years  we  have  had  a  contract  with  the 
Saskatchewan  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  This  contract  pro- 
vided for  no  cash  revenue  during  1936.  Returns  are  to  be  computed 
as  at  the  close  of  the  calendar  year  1937.  A  considerable  volume  of 
business  has  been  written  to  date.  This  line  of  business  is  naturally 
of  slow  growth  as  insurance  policies  expire  and  are  re-written  or* 
new  policies  are  secured  the  prospects  are  that  this  phase  of  our 
work  will  steadily  develop.  In  many  parts  of  the  world,  co-operative 
insurance  has  come  to  assume  large  proportions.  We  are  not  yet  in 
a  position  to  launch  out  on  a  strictly  co-operative  enterprise.  We 
are  able,  however,  to  offer  satisfactory  protection  at  suitable  rates 
through  a  mutual  Company  and  it  wiil  rest  with  the  membership  of 
the  Association  as  to  the  policy  which  they  will  follow  in  these  re- 
spects in  future  years. 

PROPOSAL  TO  DEFER  DIVIDENDS 

When  your  committee  began  the  work  of  organizing  our  mem- 
bership in  co-operative  buying  seven  years  ago,  two  policies  among 
others  were  emphasized:  (1)  Not  to  involve  them  in  any  outlay  for 
the  building  of  planl,and  (2)  to  distribute  the  maximum  patronage 
dividends  consistent  with  safety.  Within  the  past  three  years  we 
have  not  departed  from  the  former  policy  so  far  as  to  ask  them  to 
subscribe  share  capital  but  we  have  invested  surplus  earnings  to 
quite  a  substantial  amount  in  capital  assets  and  have  committed  the 
organization  to  a  continuance  of  that  policy  for  some  years  until  the 
plant  already  acquired  is  paid  for.  This  in  conjunction  with  the 
policy  of  paying  semi-annual  dividends  of  a  substantial  value  has 
kept  the  Association  in  a  tight  cash  position  at  all  times.  We  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  consider  a  change  of  policy 
and  that  in  order  to  build  reserves  as  well  as  pay  for  equipment  and 
plant  already  acquired,  and  to  provide  for  further  expansion  of 
facilities,  the  Association  should  waive  the  payment  of  dividends  for 
at  least  one  year.  If  that  policy  is  adopted,  the  equities  of  the  mem- 
ber patrons  should  be  recognized  by  the  issuing  of  deferred  payment 
dividend  certificates. 

This  course  is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive in  dealing  with  business  interests.  Increased  volume  means  in- 
creased margins.  In  the  oil  business  we  have  demonstrated  that  cost 
of  operation  diminishes  in  ratio  to  increase  of  output.  It  is  impera- 
tive that  we  extend  our  facilities  as  rapidly)  as  possible,  keeping  in 
mind  at  all  times  that  disturbing  factors  in  the  general  economic 
situation  and  in  the  oil  industry  itself  may  unexpectedly  arise  and 
that  a  sound  financial  position  must  be  maintained.  Manufacturers 
and  distributors  of  binder  twine  make  commitments  a  year  and  more 
ahead  of  time.  Assurance  of  large  volume  orders  means  much  to 
them  and  such  oi-ders  naturally  command  a  lower  price.   A  strong 
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bargaining  position  cannot  be  attained  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  without  adequate  financial  reserves. 

The  development  of  co-operatives  the  world  over  has  demon- 
strated that  stability  and  permanence  as  well  as  efficiency  in  meet- 
ing the  needs  of  co-operator  members  cannot  be  assured  without 
strong  financial  reserves  and  capital  assets  free  from  encumbrance. 
In  view  of  the  importance  to  the  farm  community  of  Alberta  of 
building  a  strong  co-operative  business  for  the  buying  of  farm  sup- 
plies it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that  member  patrons  forego  the  im- 
mediate advantage  of  cash  returns  for  at  least  one  year  that  they 
may  lay  foundations  of  strength  for  future  building. 

Below  is  a  consolidated  financial  statement  covering  the  calendar 
year  1937.  Our  financial  year  closes  at  March  31.  We  are  also  set- 
ting out  for  your  information  the  amount  of  dividends  paid  by  the 
Association  since  your  Committee  commenced  operations  in  the 
summer  of  1931. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY. 
GEO.  E.  CHURCH. 
J.  K.  SUTHERLAND. 


CONSOLIDATED  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
As  at  December  31,  1937 

ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 

Fixed  Assets     $38,603.96 

Liquid  Assets    12,896.18 

 $51,500.14 

Current  Liabilities   .  $  2,036.48 

Deferrable  Liabilities    3,750.00 

Plant  Liabilities      22,104.17 

Reserves    11,782.30 

  39,672.95 


$11,827.19 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 

Revenue  for  year  1937   $47,616.50 

Expense   "     19,910.94 

$27,705.56 

Dividends     .   22,200.96 

$  5,504.60 

Surplus  to  commence  1937    6,322.59 

Surplus  as  above   $11,827.19 

DIVIDENDS  PAID  SINCE  1931 

Nineteen  months  ending  March  31,  1933   $  9,639.44 

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1934    6,563.35 

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1935    6,724.08 

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1936    8,131.69 

Financial  year  ending  March  31,  1937    13,460.43 

Nine  months  ending  December  31,  1937    17,489.90 

Total       .$62,008.89 
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Address  of  Junior  President 
Miss  Margaret  Archibald 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

Once  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  bring  to  your  Convention  the 
greetings  of  the  Junior  Branch,  together  with  a  short  review  of  our 
activities. 

You'll  pardon  me  if,  at  the  outset  of  my  remarks,  I  make  a 
personal  reference.  You  may  regard  me  as  a  product  of  the  U.F.A. 
I  have  grown  up  in  a  U.F.A.  home,  in  a  U.F.A.  community,  and  have 
for  years  unconsciously,  and  more  recently  consciously,  absorbed 
the  U.F.A.  philosophy. 

Today,  I  want  to  give  back  to  you  the  echo,  at  least,  of  what 
your  organization  has  taught  me.  I  do  so  with  an  object — that  object 
is  to  encourage  you  not  to  turn  back.  The  hard  work  has  been  done. 
It  seems  odd  that  when  the  job  is  hard,  details  are  forgotten  and 
progress  is  made.  When  the  job  becomes  less  difficult,  as  now,  rest- 
lessness arises,  and  nothing  is  done.  If,  as  some  have  been  suggesting, 
there  is  to  be  an  abandonment  of  your  principles,  then  my  generation 
has  the  right  to  reproach  you  for  schooling  us  in  a  philosophy  that 
was  wrong,  or  which  you  were  too  weak  to  follow;  for  I  can  think 
of  no  other  reason  why  you  should  give  up. 

One  of  the  earliest  impression  of  an  economic  nature  that  I 
got  from  my  U.F.A.  environment  was  that  there  was  something 
wrong  somewhere.  Perhaps  those  who  gave  me  that  impression  were 
not  much  clearer  at  that  time  than  I  was,  as  to  what  it  was  that  was 
wrong.  But  as  time  went  on  the  general  idea  of  what  was  wrong 
became  more  clear. 

We  began  to  realize  that  no  man  could  work  enough  in  a  life-time 
to  make  him  as  rich,  honestly,  as  some  men  became  in  a  few  years. 
We  saw,  too,  that  no  man  who  works  for  a  living  could  be  as  poor 
as  most  of  us  were,  if  he  had  got  reasonable  recompense  for  his 
labors. 

Gradually  the  conviction  grew  that  the  wealth  of  the  wealthy 
is  not  a  fitting  reward  for  their  thrift  and  ability,  nor  is  the  poverty 
of  the  farmers  punishment  for  their  thriftlessness  and  inability.  We 
know  that  some  farmers  produce  more  real  wealth  in  one  year  than 
some  rich  men  do  throughout  their  whole  lives.  We  have  seen,  in 
other  words,  riches  flow  into  the  pockets  of  the  most  thriftless  and 
useless  creatures,  while  poverty  follows  close  on  the  heels  of  honest 
hard-working  people.  We  began  to  see  that  there  was  a  direct 
connection  between  the  poverty  of  the  poor  and  the  wealth  of  the 
wealthy. 

Some  felt  our  trouble  was  high  tariffs,  some  low  tariffs.  Some 
felt  there  was  too  much  development  in  agriculture  and  not  enough 
in  industry.  Some  felt  we  were  too  far  from  the  equator  to  be 
prosperous.  And  so  for  generations,  you  and  thousands  of  others 
groped  for  knowledge. 

With  the  coming  of  modern  improvements  in  communication, 
however,  you  learned  that  these  things  were  not  fundamental  causes 
of  trouble.  You  found  that  in  all  countries,  regardless  of  their 
geographical  position,  or  tariffs  and  such,  that  war,  debt,  unemploy- 
ment and  poverty  were  existent  there  too. 

The  United  Farmers,  after  much  study  and  thought,  decided  that 
all  these  things,  important  as  they  wei'e,  were  only  symptoms  of  a 


deep  rooted  disease.  Eradicate  one  and  the  patient  rallied  for  a 
short  time,  but  never  recovered.  They  said  that  our  real  trouble  was 
not  tariffs,  nor  bank  interest,  or  even  war,  but  that  these  were 
the  symptoms  of  an  unworkable,  impractical  and  inhuman  economic 

system. 

In  Convention  they  declared  this  conviction,  and  went  on  record 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth  in  Canada 
as  a  substitute  for  capitalism  with  its  insatiable  lust  for  profit.  I  and 
thousands  of  other  young  people  listened  to  those  declarations. 
We  grew  up  in  that  conviction.  Now  that  we  are  beginning  to  think 
things  out  for  ourselves,  we  are  re-convinced.  In  spite  of  ourselves, 
we  believe  you  were  right  then.  If  you  were  right  then,  you  are 
right  now,  for  the  same  conditions  are  present  today.  We  depend 
on  you,  then,  to  stand  firm  to  those  convictions. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  review  in  detail  the  economic  situa- 
tion. You  are  familiar  with  the  facts.  But  there  is  one  sore  spot 
in  our  position  at  present  which  proves  to  me,  at  least,  its  inefficiency 
— that  is  Relief. 

In  the  beginning,  relief  was  instituted  to  help  unfortunate  people. 
It  was  a  temporary  measure.  Now,  it  is  being  administered  as  a  func- 
tion of  government.  They  regard  it  as  a  necessary  and  permanent 
thing.  And  as  far  as  I  know,  nothing  is  being  done  to  find  the  cause 
or  means  of  curing  this  sore.  Surely  something  is  wrong  with  an 
economic  system  wherein  millions  of  dollars  have  to  be  spent  yearly 
to  keep  people  in  idleness.  Each  year,  more  are  added  to  the  relief 
rolls,  while  fewer  are  left  with  the  burden  of  providing  for  them. 

In  the  United  States,  fifteen  billion  dollars  were  spent  in  the  last 
three  years  for  relief.    The  results  are — 

The  position  of  the  relief  recipient  is  the  same. 
The  numbers  of  unemployed  are  the  same. 
The  problem  is  still  there  to  face. 
The  fifteen  billions  are  gone. 

A  like  sum  will  have  to  be  spent  to  keep  the  unemployed  alive 
for  the  next  three  years — which  is  about  all  it  does.  To  say  nothing 
of  that  which  is  probably  the  most  devastating  result  of  relief — 
the  demoraling  effect  of  it,  whether  public  or  private,  on  the  moral 
of  the  people — especially  young  people  who  have  never  yet  had  the 
satisfaction  of  doing  any  creative  work. 

I  believe  President  Roosevelt  has  made  a  sincere  and  noble  effort 
to  make  Capitalism  work,  and  to  bring  about  a  permanent  prosperity. 
He  has  made  speeches  that  are  uplifting  and  forward  looking.  But 
it  makes  one  wonder  why  this  vast  sum  was  not  spent  as  a  capital 
investment  for  the  unemployed.  With  it  could  be  bought  land  and 
machinery,  so  that  those  people  could  go  back  to  work  producing 
their  own  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  not  only  for  the  next  three 
years,  but  for  all  time.  This  might  not  be  the  final  solution  of  this 
and  allied  problems,  but  it  would  be  a  progressive  step  toward  self- 
support,  and  a  planned  economy. 

Why  the  fear  of  all  co-operative  plans  for  self-support.  Is  it  that 
private  industry  fears  they  will  be  too  successful? — I  wonder. 

It  should  be  encouraging  to  you,  as  it  was  to  me,  to  know  that 
young  people  in  Alberta  and  in  Canada  are  thinking  about  these 
and  other  economic  problems.  We  realize  that  in  time,  these  injus- 
tices will  affect  us.    We,  too,  are  studying  to  try  to  find  the  answer. 

To  many  in  this  audience  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  Youth 
Congress  movement.  But  to  some,  the  purpose  of  the  movement, 
even  after  two  years  of  successful  activity,  is  still  vague,  and  some 
are  still  skeptical  as  to  its  value.  It  is  to  those  I  speak,  for  it  seems 
we  have  to  do  more  than  educate  the  youth. 


To  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the  second  Dominion 
Congress,  and  the  first  Alberta  Congress,  were  to  me  inspiring  and 
encouraging  experiences  of  193?.  I  saw  in  Montreal,  800  young 
people  assembled  in  Convention  intelligently  discussing  their  common 
problems,  and  making  unanimous  decisions.  Think  of  it,  ladies  and 
gentlemen — 800  young  people,  composed  of  Liberals,  Conservatives, 
U.F.A.,  Trade  Unionists,  United  Church,  Baptists,  Anglicans,  Negroes, 
and  French  Canadians,  coming  away  with  unanimous  decisions  and  no 
black  eyes.  The  Montreal  Star  said:  "Imagine  how  a  similar  group 
of  older  people  would  have  squabbled  and  dithered." 

In  Calgary  in  November  last,  135  young  people  made  a  similar 
showing.    The  objects  of  the  movement  are : 

1.  An  open  forum  for  the  exchange  of  information  and  opinions 
on  common  problems. 

2.  A  medium  for  the  collective  expression  of  youths'  opinions. 

3.  To  foster  and  maintain  a  greater  understanding  and  co-opera- 
tion between  all  the  youth  of  Canada. 

The  movement  is  open  to  all  youth,  regardless  of  race,  creed, 
color,  sex,  origin,  opinion,  belief  or  affiliation. 

It  is  not  a  Socialist  movement,  but  I  wish  each  and  every  one 
of  you  could  read  the  findings  of  the  Montreal  and  Calgary  Con- 
gresses. You  would  see  there  that  the  voice  of  Socialist  youth  was 
heard — and  heeded. 

The  Congresses  are  not  for  the  purpose  of  threshing  out  our 
differences,  but  to  bring  to  the  top  those  things  upon  which  we  do 
agree,  and  from  them,  form  our  basis  for  co-operation  and  future 
endeavor. 

An  attitude  of  tolerance  was  present  throughout.  To  prove  this, 
I  quote  from  an  article  to  the  Western  Farm  Leader  by  my  friend 
and  co-worker,  Bill  Runte,  when  he  said:  "Think  of  the  Young 
Conservative  leader  quoting  from  an  address  by  the  Young  Commun- 
ist secretary  to  lend  appeal  and  vigor  to  a  report,  and  you'll  realize 
just  how  broadminded  these  young  people  were. 

I  do  believe  that  Canadian  youth  are  capable  of  making  a  con- 
tribution to  society  in  their  serious  and  intelligent  approach  to  their 
problems.  Certainly  they  are  not  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are. 
The  Congress  stated  that  economic  conditions  which  bar  young 
people  from  living  normal  lives  should  be  changed.  They  agreed  that 
war  is  not  inevitable.  They  expressed  in  no  uncertain  voice  their 
disapproval  of  an  increase  this  year  of  17  million  dollars,  making 
a  total  of  34  million  dollars  for  armaments,  saying  that  this  money 
could  be  more  usefully  employed  to  bring  about  improvement  in 
existing  social  standards  and  further  the  economic  progress  of  our 
country. 

Probably  the  biggest  and  best  result  so  far,  of  the  efforts  of 
young  people,  is  the  government  grant  of  one  million  dollars  for 
youth  rehabilitation.  This  grant  is  a  direct  result  of  the  voice  of 
youth  speaking  forcefully  in  their  1936  Congress.  This  money  is 
being  used  in  different  way  in  all  provinces.  In  Alberta,  training 
schools  of  all  kinds  have  been  set  up.  Some  are  being  sent  to  Agri- 
cultural schools,  others  are  engaged  in  forestry.  While  we  may  think 
it  rather  odd  that  in  a  young  and  rich  country  like  Canada,  youth  have 
to  be  rehabilitated,  this  is  surely  a  step  in  the  direction  of  a  planned 
economy  wherein  young  people  will  be  trained  to  be  efficient  in 
their  job;  wherein  they  can  make  themselves  more  employable.  The 
response  to  this  scheme  from  business  people,  parents  and  students, 
has  shown  conclusivly  the  desire  they  have  for  raising  the  standard 
of  living  of  all  Albertans. 


One  other  phase  in  which  this  Congress  movement  may  prove 
of  value — students  of  economics  say  that  never  in  the  history  of 
Canada  has  the  unity  of  the  Dominion  been  so  seriously  threatened 
as  now. 

Within  the  Canadian  Youth  Movement  there  is  a  strong  and  virile 
force  that  may  help  to  preserve  Confederation.  I  sincerely  believe 
that  a  movement  of  this  kind,  with  its  lack  of  prejudices  and  deep 
rooted  hatreds — putting  as  it  does  tolerance  and  understanding  first, 
may  bring  about  a  feeling  of  unity  in  Canada  that  has  never  yet 
been  known — a  bond  of  one-ness  between  the  industrial  east  and 
the  agricultural  west. 

After  contacting  a  cross-section  of  organized  Canadian  youth, 
I  have  said  to  the  Junior  U.F.A.,  that  they,  or  we,  as  an  organization, 
have  gained  for  ourselves  the  greatest  respect  of  all  other  youth 
groups.  This  should  only  help  to  spur  us  on  to  do  better  things, 
and  make  ourselves  worthy  of  that  respect. 

When  I  presented  my  card  at  the  desk  in  Montreal,  the  lady  said 
to  me,  "We's  glad  to  see  the  farmers."  I  felt  that  she  meant  it.  In 
Calgary  at  the  first  Provincial  Congress,  the  Junior  U.F.A.  had  the 
second  largest  delegation. 

We  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  have  a  definite  job,  a  definite  field  of 
work  to  concentrate  on — that  of  making  farming  a  better  way  of 
life.  For  this  reason,  our  efforts  must  continue.  Now  that  we  have 
linked  ourselves  with  an  organization  that  has  proven  to  be  strong 
and  influential,  I  feel  that  interest  will  be  increased. 

Those  in  charge  of  the  Alberta  Congress  realized  that  Agriculture 
is  the  basic  industry,  and  gave  much  time  to  the  discussion  of  rural 
problems.  The  tolerance,  willingness  to  understand,  and,  should  I 
pay,  sympathy  of  the  town  and  city  delegates  toward  the  problems 
of  rural  youth  was  most  gratifying.  The  year's  activities  have  been 
encouraging  in  many  ways.  However,  we  are  still  seeking  knowledge 
— for  the  answers  to  many  problems  yet  to  be  mastered. 

This  month  finds  us  embarking  on  a  brand  new  year,  wondering 
what  it  will  bring  forth.  In  this  first  month  of  a  new  year,  I  feel  it 
an  appropriate  time  to  quote  from  Harris  Turner,  writing  in  the 
"Western  Producer,"  when  he  describes  the  "club  of  years."  Some 
of  these  years  that  have  passed  are  more  familiar  to  you  than  they 
are  to  me.  But  I  know  most  of  them  by  reputation.  In  this  club 
all  years  are  eligible.  In  fact,  membership  is  compulsory — there 
is  no  escape.  There  are  now  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
members.  The  years  nineteen  thirty  seven  is  the  newest  mmber, 
and  when  he  checked  in  he  did  so  as  most  years  had — breathless, 
bloody,  shaking,  ragged,  but  with  the  air  of  one  who  thinks  he  has 
accomplished  something,  doesn't  know  quite  what  it  is — but  is  glad 
to  be  out  of  it.  The  other  years  in  their  subtle,  uncomplimentary 
indifference,  conveyed  to  him  that  he  didn't  matter  very  much. 
He  didn't  like  his  company. 

Most  of  the  years  already  there  were  dirty,  weak,  listless,  spoiled 
with  disease,  and  showed  unmistakable  signs  of  violent  conflict. 
1937  was  disgusted  and  tried  to  escape — but  as  he  did  so  his  broken 
back  hurt,  his  false  teeth  fell  out,  and  he  knew  that  that  escape  was 
impossible.  Down  the  hall,  he  observed  what  seemed  to  be  a  likely 
looking  sort  of  year — a  bold,  free-walking,  rather  intelligent-looking 
sai'or  sort  of  fellow.  This  was  year  1492.  Here  was  someone  to 
talk  to,  but  on  closer  observation  1492  turned  out  to  be  a  hard- 
faced,  cruel,  swashbuckling  ruffian  with  an  air  of  bitter  disappoint- 
ment hidden  beneath  a  sun-burned  pock-marked  face.  He  didn't 
speak  to  him.     1937  was  interested  in  the  Pool  Year,  1923.  This 


member  was  slightly  battered,  but  hope  did  not  seem  completely 
blotted  from  his  features.  That,  however,  was  about  all  there  was 
left.  He  looked  like  a  man  who  had  crawled  slowly  and  painfully 
up  from  the  bottom  of  a  well  where  he  had  been  imprisoned  for  years, 
only  to  find  when  he  got  his  head  over  the  edge  of  the  casing,  certain 
enemies  there  waiting  to  kick  him  in  the  face. 

At  a  little  table  in  an  alcove,  years  1914,  15,  16  and  17  were 
playing  poker  with  piles  of  dead  men  for  poker  chips.  They  were 
a  desperate  set  of  scoundrels.  But  tough  as  they  were,  1937  didn't 
think  he  could  find  better  company.  He  searched  his  pockets  and 
discovered  some  chips  that  he  thought  might  let  him  into  the  game. 
They  were  Chinese  and  Spanish  chips,  but  any  kind  of  currency 
goes  in  a  game  like  this,  so  he  joined  them. 

On  the  way  over,  he  met  the  year  1928,  and  for  a  moment  was 
impressed.  The  fellow  was  quite  good  looking,  well  dressed  and 
confident.  It  was  not  until  1937  was  quite  close  to  him  that  he 
discovered  the  guy  was  all  clothes.  There  was  nothing  inside  him 
at  all. 

"Oh  heck,"  said  1937,  "better  to  sit  down  with  these  he-men 
gamblers  than  waste  my  time  talking  to  this  bag  of  wind." 

The  electors  of  1935  was  there,too,  of  course,  but  '37  didn't  speak 
of  seeing  him.  I  imagine  he  kept  out  of  sight  pretty  well.  Hi3  face 
still  got  red  every  time  he  thought  of  that  fast  one  he  pulled  on 
Alberta. 

And  so  he  pulled  his  blood-stained  chips  from  his  pocket  and  sat 
down.  There  he  is  and  there  he  will  stay  until  the  club  is  disbanded. 
In  the  future,  whenever  a  new  member  arrives,  he  will  turn  and  look 
at  the  newcomer,  hoping  but  never  expecting  to  see  some  day  a  nice, 
clean  year  march  in,  unscarred  by  war  or  pestilence,  or  famine,  or 
fear,  a  decent  gentlemanly  year,  one  capable  of  blowing  a  fresh 
wind  through  that  stagnant  foul-smelling  receptacle  of  misbegotten 
year,  and  by  blasting  all  its  members  into  complete  oblivion. 

Maybe  1938  will  be  that  year. 
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MimJTSS_OF  THE  THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
of  the 

UNITED  il  FARMERS  Off  ALBERTA 
Masonic  Temple,  Edmonton,  January  18-21 , 
1938 


President  Gardiner  opened  the  Convention  at  10  a.m. 
on  Tuesday  morning.    After  the  singing  of  H0  Canada"  the 
invocation  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  D.  C.  Ramsay  of  the 
Erskine  United  Church. 

YOR  J.W.FRY    welcomed  the  delegates  to  the  city  and 
wished  them  a  very  successful  convention. 


LT.  gov.  BO WEN  was  unable  to  attend  owing  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Walsh. 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES.     The  president  read  the  following 
suggested  slate: 


order  of  Business  Resolutions 
J.K.Sutherland  J. E. Brown 

H.E.  Heath  H.E.Spencer 
Geo.  E.  Church  R.  Hennig 

Chairman  of  U.F.W.A 
Committee 


Credent  ials  Ushering 
M.H.  Ward        J.I  .Wheatley 
T.F.  Lovelock  ^. J. Paul 
Hugh  Allen  W.W.Seott 


Entertainment 
Jas.  Bentley 
R.  Pye 


The  slate  was  adopted  by  the  convention. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  CONVENTION.     President  Gardiner  was  appointed 
chairman  of  the  Convention.     He  appointed  Messrs.  A.B.Wood, 
Hugh  Allen,  and  James  Cameron  as  his  assistants. 

The  order  of  the  session  was  changed  so  that  Pres- 
ident Gardiner's  and  Mrs.  Malloy's  addresses  could  be  broad- 
cast. 


5k^5_2L.5I2E2I^5§_^^221  was  read  by  the  Vice-president,  Mr. 
Priestley.  ~A~fter  Mr.  Gardiner  had  given  some  information  re 
his  trip  to  Ottawa,   the  report  was  adopted. 

PRESIDENT  GARDINER1 d  ADDRESS.     Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair  and 
called  on  Mr.  Gardiner  to  give  his  presidential  address. 
Received  with  applause. 
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ADDRESS  OF  PRESIDENT  0?  U.IVW.A.    Mrs.  P.J.  Malloy  of  Warner 
gave  her  first  report~*to  the  U.F.A.  Convention  as  president 
of  the  U.F.W.A,     She  was  accorded  a  hearty  applause. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  U.EW.A.  Presidents  address, 
the  matter  of  Mr.  Gardiners1   trip  to  Ottawa  was  reopened. 

RETIREMENT  .OF  H.W.WQuD.     (Board  Resolution)    Whereas,  H.W.Wood 
LL.D.,  G.M.G.  has  recently  retired  from  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  a  position  which  he  held  for  fourteen 
years,  during  which  time  he  creditably  and  honorably  served 
the  grain  growing  farmers  of  this  province  and  Western  Canada, 
and 

Whereas,  Dr.  Wood  was  for  nearly  sixteen  years  prior 
to  and  during  that  period,   the  President  of  this  Organization, 
giving  us  wise  and  capable  leadership  and  assisting  in  the 
development  of  ideas  and  principles  for  which  the  U.F.A.  has 
become  noted  the  world  over  among  agricultural  argan i za tions ; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  records  and 
extends  to  Dr.  Wood  its  recognition  of  and  gratitude  for  past 
ser/ices,  and  the  desire  of  the  Organization  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Wood  will  be  long  spared  in  health  and  strength  to  enjoy  well 
earned  leisure. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  with  applause. 

Convention  adjourned  at  12  noon. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

WIRE  PROM  U.F.Q.  Wire  was  read  from  H.H.  Hannam,  Secretary, 
extending  greetings  and  best  wishes  for  a  successful  conven- 
tion. 

FUTURE  ^POLITICAL  ACTIVITY.     President  drew  the  attention  of 
the  delegates  to  the  resolution  drawn  up  by  the  board  on 
future  policy  and  asked  that  they  consider  and  study  same 
stating  that  the  board  had  drawn  this  up  to  try  and  put  before 
the  delegates  in  a  way  suitable  and  in  a  manner  which  we  will 
reach  a  decision  in  regard  to  our  future  activities  without 
too  much  waste  of  time.     He  stated  that  the  resolution  would 
come  up  for  discussion  on  Wednesday  morning. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT    was  read  by  Mr.  Priestley. 

Moved  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Seconded. 
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A  number  of  questions  were  asked  by  the  delegates 
and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Priestley.     The  questions  dealt  with 
relief  fnuit,  Bow  Valley  Fire  Fund,   legal  expense,  arrears 
of  dues,  U.G.G.  Grant,   transfers  from  co-op  to  general, 
Chautauqua,  assets  and  liabilities,  U.F.A.  Ltd.,  bends, 
suspense  hall  propert}*-. 

Motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  carried. 

THANKS  TO  U»G.G.  Moved  N.V.  Fearnehough,  seconded,  that 
we  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  United  Grain  Growers 
Limited  for  their  generous  grants.     Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  that  at  this  time  we  take  up  a  collection  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  convention.  Seconded. 

When  the  chairman  pointed  out  that  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  convention  to  take  up  collections  to  help  defray 
broadcasting  expenses,  the  mover  and  seconder  withdrew  the 
motion . 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS .    Mr.  Sutherland  reported  for  the  Order 
of  Business  Committee  recommending  that  Co-operative 
Committee  report  be  now  taken  up.     Recommendation  adopted. 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORT    read  by  the  Vice-President. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on  the  report,  espec- 
ially with  regard  to  deferring  payment  of  dividends. 

On  a  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Beatt  moved  that  all 
d  embers  of  the  U.F.A.  present  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
the  floor.     Seconded.  Carried. 

Moved  Mr.  Cammaert  that  wording  be  changed  to  read 
Hwaive  the  partial  payment  of  dividends  for  at  least  a 
number  of  years."    No  seconder. 

Moved  Cammaert  that  the  report  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  with  recommendation  that  word  "partial" 
be  inserted  before  the  word  "dividend".  Seconded. 

Mr.  Priestley  drew  the  attention  of  the  delegates 
to  the  wording  of  the  report,  stating  that  same  just  asked 
that  consideration  be  given  to  this  matter  and  that  there- 
fore the  previous  motion  was  not  necessary. 

Moved  Mr.  Cammaert,  Ira  Taylor,  that  the  last  line 
of  the  paragraph  be  struck  out. 
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Mr,  Spencer  on  point  of  order  asked  if  the  mover  of 
an  amendment  closed  the  debate.     The  chair  advised  in  the 
af f irmat  ive . 

Moved  in  amendment  R.  Pye  to  delete  word  "one  year" 
from  the  report. 

Moved  R.J.Crispin  that  the  whole  paragraph  be  de- 
leted. 

Chair  advised  he  was  not  in  order. 

Resolution  to  refer  back  for  redrafting  was  lost. 

Resolution  lost. 

On  x.oint  of  privilege  Mr.  Taylor  asked  if  the  resolution  to 
adopt  was  passed  could  resolutions  be  brought  in  recommending 
action  to  the  Committee.     Chairman  replied  that  would  be  in 
order . 

Report  adopted, 

Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair, 

SOCIAL  CREDIT  REPLY    Mr.  Priestley  advised  that  the  following 
reply  had  been  received  from  the  Social  Credit  party  this 
afternoon  in  reply  to  our  wire. 

Correspondence  with  the  Special  Social  Credit  Committee  is 
quoted  below. 

Calgary,  January  15,  1938. 

Telegram  from  Social  Credit  Special  Committee 

U.F.A,  Convention  Chairman, 
Edmonton,  Alberta, 

Resolution  below  passed  Social  Credit  Provincial  Convention- 
"Inasmuch  as  our  economic  freedom  as  a  people  through- 
out Canada  is  dependent  upon  the  control  of  credit  and  v/hereas 
this  fundamental  principle  of  economids  has  been  recognized 
enunciated  and  effort  made  to  obtain  same  by  a  number  of 
political  parties  who  have  this  tenet  in  common  but  differ 
in  other  details  of  their  political  platform  therefore  be 
it  retolved,  that  this  convention  go  on  record  as  being  in 
favor  of  an  inter-provincial  conference  of  all  parties  inter- 
ested in  this  one  major  principle  of  reform  being  held  at 
the  earliest  date  possible  with  a  view  to  forming  a  united 
front  to  contest  our  next  Dominion  eleotion  in  an  effort  to 
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obtain  this  much  needed  heritage  for  the  people  of  Canada" 
stop  This  applied  to  federal  policy  only  stop  please  advise 
as  to  our  privilege  of  elucidation  at  your  convention. 

(signed)  SOCIAL  CREDIT  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 


Edmonton,  January  15,  1938 

REPLY  TO  TELEGRAM 

Social  Credit  Special  Committee 
Calgary. 

Replying  your  wire  wilJ   give  time  Friday  morning  to  explain 
proposal  regarding  control  of  credit  provided  your  represent- 
ative willing  to  answer  questions  stop  notify  us  immediately 
of  acceptance  and  name  of  delegate. 

(signed)  Robert  Gardiner 


Edmonton,  ^lta., 
January  16,  1938. 

Letter  to 
The  Chairman 
U.F.A.  Convention, 
Edmonton,  Alta. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  wire  we  beg  to  submit  that  our  authority  and 
intention  was  merely  to  ascertain  the  viewpoint  of  the  U.  P. A.. 
Convention  on  the  great  issue  of  monetary  reform. 

Cur  conviction  is  that  every  progressive  organization  should 
declare  its  position  as  to  the  need  of  a  change  in  the  present 
financial  system.     The  methods  should  be  left  for  future  dis- 
cussion . 

No  suggestion  of  the  fusion  or  the  loss  of  identity  of  any 
political  parties  is  being  made  by  us. 

After  further  consideration  in  the  light  of  newspaper  reports 
we  do  not  wish  to  press  for  further  action. 

(signed)  SOCIAL  CREDIT  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

In  response  to  requests  from  the  delegates  copies  of  wires 
were  handed  to  each  delegate. 
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Moved  Fearnebough,   that  this  convention  recommends 
that  all  delegates  bring  up  the  matter  of  deferring  payment 
of  dividends  at  the  first  meeting  of  their  locals  and  ask 
that  an  expression  of  opinion  be  forwarded  to  Central  Office 
from  each  local  as  soon  as  possible. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Beatt  moved  that  we  ask  the  Co-operative  Committee 
to  go  into  the  matter  of  selling  dollar  bonds  in  preference 
to  holding  back  dividends  to  create  reserve  fund  for  capital 
equipment,  etc. 

Seconded. 

On  point  of  information  a  delegate  asked  if  the  Comm- 
ittee had  taken  into  consideration  ways  and  means  of  raising 
money.    Vice  President  advised  that  they  had  gone  into  the 
matter  very  thoroughly. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Mr.  Sutherland  reported  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  asking  that  fraternal  delegates  be  heard  this 
evening  when  the  convention  reassembled  from  8  to  8:30. 
Recommendation  approved. 

Convention  adjourned  at  5:45, 


TUESDAY  EVEN IN G 

Fifteen  minutes  community  singing  lead  by  Mr.  H,  P. 
Brown  accompanied  by  R.  R.  Cooper  on  the  piano. 

Mr.  Priestley  in  the  chair. 

REV.  D.C.  RaMSaY  delivered  a  five  minute  address  which  was 
much  appreciated  by  the  delegates. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATES.     Mr.  Lew  Hutchinson,  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  brought  greetings  from 
that  body. 

As  it  was  now  8:30  fraternal  gre  tings  were  suspended 
until  after  Dr.  Allen's  address. 
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aDDRESS  OF  DR.  WM._AILEN.  Prof,  of  Farm  Management  of  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  He  spoke  on  "We  and  our  land 
and  our  children  and  their  land."  The  address  was  broad- 
cast over  CKUa. 

gRATERKAL  DELEGATES  .     Mr.  R.  S.  Law,  President  of  the 
United  Grain  Growers  extended  greetings  from  the  U.G.G. 
During  his  address  he  said  he  wished  to  endorse  on  behalf 
of  the  Company  and  for  himself  personally,  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Convention  re  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Wood. 
His  address  wes  also  broadc&st. 

Mr.  Priestley  extended  the  taanks  of  the  convention 
to  CKUA  for  their  co-operation  in  broadcasting  the  address 
of  Dr.  Allen. 

Mr.  FarmiJP  brought  greetings  from  the  Alberta  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

Mr.  Jack  King  from  the  Canadian  League  for  i^eace 
and  Democracy. 

Collection  was  taken  up  to  help  defray  the  costs 
of  broadcasting. 

Mr.  Priestley  thanked  the  fraternal  delegates  for 
coming  to  the  convention  and  stated  that  we  heartily  recip- 
rocated the  felicitations  of  the  four  delegates.  Applause. 

Moved  Ira  Taylor,  and  seconded,   that  we  do  now 
adjourn.  Carried. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING 


Joint  session  of  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.     Mrs.  Malloy 
in  the  chair. 

jgPORT  OF  THE  JUNIOR  PRESIDENT .    Miss  Margaret  Archibald 
presented  her  report  as  president  of  the  Junior  branch.  She 
wa  s  a  ccorded  hearty  applause. 

JUNIOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.    Mr.  Carl  Unt erschultz  gave  his  first 
report  as  vice-president  of  the  Junior  Branch. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  COMMITTEE    was  presented  by  Mrs.  McBride. 


Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

Mrs.  Malloy  pleaded  with  the  Senior  organization  to 
get  behind  the  Junior  movement. 
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Mr.  Gardiner  took  the  chair,  and  endorsed  Mrs. 
Malloy's  plea  for  assistance. 

ORDER  OF  BUS IKES S .     Order  of  Business  Committee  rec- 
ommended that  resolution  Ho.  62  in  the  supplement  be  now 
taxen  up  and  immediately  following  No.  63.  Recommendation 
approved. 

FUTURE  POLITICAL  ACTIVITIES^    (Ho.  62)   (Board  Resolution) 
In  view  of  the  difficult  sTtuation  that  has  developed  with 
regard  to  the  future  political  activities  of  the  U.F.A.; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  to  obtain  the  decision  of  the 
Convention  with  the  minimum  of  confusion,  a  preferential 
ballot  be  placed  before  the  Convention,  and  discussion 
permitted  thereon  to  cover  all  resolutions  now  before  it 
on  that  subject,  and  that  the  ballot  be  in  the  following 
form: 


I  favor  that  the  U.F.A.  organization  shall: 


("a)  Become  an  industrial  organization,  as  the  U.F.-^.  was 
prior  to  1919,  namely,  suspend  direct  political  activity 

• 

(b)  Become  an  economic  group  organization,  taking  pol- 
itical action,  as  was  done  from  1919  to  1933,  namely, 
pursue  an  independent  course  politically  as  an  organiz- 
ation . 

(c)  Remain  affiliated  with  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
Federation . 



(d)  Support  the  proposed  Unity  political  movement  in 
alberta 

Moved  H.E.  Spencer,  that  we  strike  out  the  words 
*the  proposed1*  and  insert  the  word  "a"  in  Clause  D. 
Seconded. 


Moved  that  speakers  on  this  question  go  to  the 
platform.    Seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  Beatt  that  the  privilege  of  the  floor  be 
extended  to  all  U.F.A.  members  during  this  discussion. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Agreed  that  speakers  give  their  name  and  local  when 
speaking  to  the  resolution. 
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Amendment  to  insert  "a"  carried  by  large  majority. 

Moved  Young,  that  Clause  B  be  struck  out  and  the 
following  inserted:     "Withdraw  from  the  C.C.F.  end  take 
independent  political  action  as  was  done  from  1919  to  1933." 
Seconded. 

Mr.  Wheatley  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
would  make  B  and  C  the  same.    Amendment  lost. 

Mrs.  Warr  moved  that  the  word  "remain1*  be  inserted 
in  place  of  the  word  "become"  in  Clause  B.  Seconded. 

Lost. 

Moved  Marler  that  section  B  be  deleted  and  resol- 
ution #4  in  the  program  inserted  in  its  piece  and  that 
another   clause  Me"  be  added  as  follows:  "that  we  withdraw 
our  affiliation  with  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  Feder- 
ation.* Seconded. 

Amendment  lost  by  large  majority. 

Moved  Mrs.  Peters,  that  section  "c"  be  amended 
by  adding  the  words  "in  the  federal  field  only  as  at 
present1*.     Seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  Abernethy  to  insert  word  "cease"  in  place 
of  "suspend  direct".     Seconded.  Lost. 

Moved  Pye,  seconded,  that  the  original  motion 
be  now  put.  Carried. 

Resolution  No.  62  carried. 

At  12  noon  Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair  and  called  for 
nominations  for  president. 

INCLINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT.  MRS.  Dowdell  asked  if  it  was 
necessary  to  have  nominations  for  president  at  this  time 
and  moved  that  nomination  be  postponed  until  after  the 
vote  on  future  policy.     Seconded  and  lost. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  nominated.    As  no  other  names 
were  offered  Mr.  Gardiner  was  elected  by  acclamation 
and  received  a  great  ovation.     He  thanked  the  delegates 
very  much  for  their  confidence  in  him  and  promised  to 
continue  to  perform  his  duties  as  president  to  the  best 
of  his  ability. 


Convention  adjourned  at  12:15. 


-JO- 


WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 
President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

I\uL:i>.xvTIOKS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT.     The  following  were  nominated: 
N,F.  Priestley,  Geo.  Johnston,  Henry  Spencer,.    Mr.  Johnston 
withdrew.    As  Mr.  Spencer  was  not  in  the  hall  it  was  agreed 
to  suspend  action  until  he  returned  and  to  go  on  with  other 
business . 

INSTRUCTIONS  RE  VOTING  (Board  Resolution)  No.   63  supl.  Re- 
solved, that  the  delegates  be  instructed  to  mark  their  ballots 
in  the  order  of  their  preference,  1,2,3,4,.     The  Committee 
in  charge  shall  count  the  first  choices,  and  if  there  is  not 
a  majority  of  the  total  votes  cast  for  any  one  proposal,  they 
shall  eliminate  the  lowest  and  distribute  the  second  choice 
on  those  ballots,  continuing  this  process  until  a  clear  maj- 
ority b  given  to  one  proposal.     The  committee  in  charge  shall 
decide  all  matters  in  connection  with  taking  the  vote  and 
counting  the  ballots. 

Moved  Antonson,  that  the  chair  appoint  the  committee 
to  look  after  the  ballot.  Seconded. 

Moved  Hanson,  Kacklin,  that  the  Credentials  Committee 
act  with  power  to  add  to  their  number  if  they  see  fit. 
Carried. 

QfiTE  OP  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  (Didsbury  Provincial  C.A.)  No.  2. 
Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Annual  U.F.A.  Provincial  Convention 
be  held  in  the  summer  time  at  the  lakes,  where  cars  can  be 
available  and  a  double  purpose  of  business  and  holiday  be 
served  the  delegates,-  details  to  be  arranged  by  Central 
Office.     (If  not  feasible  after  being  tri£d  could  then  revert 
to  the  old  system.     This  should  increase  interest  end  member- 
ships and  do  away  with  so  many  old  methods.) 

ffioved  Turner,  Seconded  and  lost. 

No,  62.    Discussion  was  resumed  on  resolution  62,  many  del- 
egates taking  part. 

VIC j. -PRESIDENT      Mr.  Spencer  was  now  in  the  hall  and  asked 
permission~to  withdraw  his  name.     Mr.  Priestley  was  therefore 
declared  Vice-President  by  acclamation.  He  thanked  the  del- 
egates . 

Discussion  again  resumed  on  resolution  62.  until 
adjournment  at  5:50. 
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WEDNESDAY  EVENING_ 

Community  singing  for  15  minutes  was  followed  by 
a  five  minute  address  by  Re/.  Lowe,  Westmount  Presbyterian 
Chur  ch . 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

JOHN  VALIANCff  addressed  the  delegates  on  "Rehabilitating 
the  Drought  Area  under  the  P.F.R.A."    At  the  close  of  his 
address  Mr.  Vallance  ansv/ered  a  number  of  questions.  He 
was  heartily  thanked  by  the  delegates. 

gRATERNAL  GREETINGS.    Mr.  E.  W.  Brunsden  brought  greetings 
on  behalf  oT  the  alberta  Go-operative  Council  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Kaeughton  from  United  Farmers  of  Saskatchewan. 

Convention  adjourned. 


THURSDAY  MORNING 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Resolution  62    Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  F.  T,  Rickett,  stated  that  speakers  had  been 
going  around  the  country  stating  that  all  the  C.C.F,  program 
wes  ultra  vires.     President  Gardiner  replied  stating  that 
the  committee  had  been  very  careful  not  to  put  anything  in 
the  C.C.F.  draft  Provincial  platform  that  was  outside  the 
powers  of  the  provincial  government.     He  explained  section 
91  of  the  B.N. A.  Act. 

WESTERN  FARM  LEADER  Mr.  Spencer  asked  the  delegates  to  show 
their  appreciation  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Western  Farm 
Leader  by  subscribing  to  same. 

Convention  adjourned  at  12:10 


THURSDAY  iiFTERNUuN 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Debate  continued  on  resolution  62. 

Moved  McManus  that  the  debate  on  this  resolution 
cease  at  3:30,  Seconded. 
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Moved  in  amendment  that  the  time  be  4  o'clock. 
Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  time 
limit  be  5.  Seconded. 

Sub-amendment  lost. 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  Wood,  that  we  limit  speakers  to  five  minutes. 
Seconded . 

Moved  in  amendment  to  limit  the  time  to  ten  min- 
utes.    Seconded  Young. 

Amendment  lost. 

Original  motion  carried. 

Messrs.  Sutherland  arid  Brown  were  appointed  by  the 
chair  as  timekeepers. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  President  Gardiner 
congratulated  the  delegates  on  the  fine  spirit  they  had 
shown  during  the  debate  and  hoped  that  this  spirit  would 
continue  after  the  decision  on  the  matter  had  beer.  made. 

Ballots  were  distributed. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  Committee  recommended  that  Prof.  Bliss 
of  the  University  of  New  Mexico  address  the  Convention  for 
fifteen  minutes  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Johnston's  address. 

Moved  to  hear  Mr.  Tovell  at  this  time  and  take  up 
resolutions  on  hail  insurance  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
address . 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

A.H.  TOVELL  Manager  of  the  Hail  Insurance  Board  addressed 
the  delegates  and  answered  several  questions  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks.    Mr.  Tovell  reviewed  the  Hail  Insur- 
ance Board  since  its  inception. 

MUUICIriiL  HAIL  BOARD  (Didsbury  Provincial  C  .A . )  No.  29  (cov- 
ering also  27  and  28).     Whereas,  the  non-existence  of  the 
Municipal  Hail  Board  this  year  has  caused  SOnsiderable 
hardships  on  many  farmers; 
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Therefore  we  urge  the  Government  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  insure  that  the  Municipal  Hail  Board 
will  function  in  1938. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Antonson. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  R.A.  Van  Slyke  that  the 
following  be  added  to  the  last  clause  *and  that  the  nec- 
essary amendment  be  made  to  the  Act  to  carry  out  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Committee  made  to  the  Government. 

Seconded . 

Moved  Wright  that  we  table  this  resolution  until 
after  the  election  of  directors.     Seconded  and  carried. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.  Delegates  adjourned  at  5:30  to 
elect  their  directors. 

FUTURE  POLICY.     Just  before  adjournment  Mr.  Ward,  Chair- 
man of  the  Credentials  Committee  reported  that  262  del- 
egates and  36  officers  were  registered  and  £95  votes  h&d 
been  cast.     Clause  C  had  the  majority. 


IHURSDAY  EVENING 

A  short  musical  program  by  members  of  the  Con- 
vention opened  the  evening  session. 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

INDIAN  LIFE  IN  NORTH  AMERICA.  Mr.  Russell  Johnston  of 
Helmsdale  addressed  the  delegates  on  life  of  the  North 
iimerican  Indian. 

PROF.  BLISS  of  the  University  of  New  Mexieo  also  addressed 
the  delegates. 

WRITING  OFF  OF  DEBTS     (Board  Resolution)     No.  71. 

Whereas,  a  huge  sum,  considerably  over  one  hundred 
million  dollars  of  farm  debt,  has  been  written  off  in  Sask- 
atchewan by  the  co-operation  of  Federal  and  Provincial 
Governments  and  creditor  interests,  and, 

Whereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  intimated  that 
only  lack  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Alberta  Government 
delays  a  similar  settlement  here; 
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Be  it  resolved,   that  this  Convention  request  the 
Provincial  Government  to  initiate  negotiations  along  these 
lines  as  soon  as  possible. 

Moved  J.K.  Sutherland,   seconded  and  carried. 

FARMERS  ORaDITuRS  ARRANGgM^TS  ACT  (Board  Resolution)     No.  76 

Whereas,  there  is  some^evidence  accumulating  that  a 
concerted  drive  is  being  made  by  certain  creditor  interests 
to  have  the  Farmers1  Creditors*  Arrangements  Act  abolished, 
and 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  this  agitation  originating 
in  Eastern  Canada  is  gaining  some  support  among  certain 
classes  in  Western  Canada,  and 

Whereas,  at  the  present  time,  from  a  legal  standpoint, 
insofar  as  the  farmers  of  the  Province  are  concerned,  this 
Act  and  bankruptcy  are  the  only  avenues  at  present  available 
for  reduction  of  debt,  and 

Whereas,  the  Debt  Adjustment  and  the  Moratorium  are 
only  effective  for  the  aatual  postponement  of  payment; 

Therefore  be  i t  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the 
Federal  Government  the  vital  necessity  for  our  farm  people 
of  retaining  the  Farmers'  Creditors'  Arrangements  Act  and 
making  it  more  effective  and  efficient  by  having  at  least 
two  boards  of  review  working  the  Province  continuously, 
and  that  there  be  actual  farmer  representation  on  such  boards 
and, 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial 
Government  to  urge  upon  the  Federal  Government  the  necessity 
of  this  course  of  action. 

Moved  J.K.  Sutherland  and  seconded.  Carried. 

FARM  MACHINERY  PROBE  (Griffin  Creek  U.F.a.  and  U. F.W.a . )No . 54 

Whereas,  the  great  majority  of  the  population  of  this 
Province  is  dependent  on  farming  and  should  benefit  by  the 
findings  of  the  Farm  Machinery  Probe; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  action  be  taken  by  the 
Federal  Government  without  delay  to  correct  the  unjustified 
spread  of  prices  between  the  manufacturer  and  purchaser  of 
these  goods. 

Moved  W.  East  and  seconded.  Carried. 
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SUBMISSIuN  Tu  ROWELL  COMMISSI uN  (Asker  U.F.A.  Local)     No.  59 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  the  oase  of  the  agriculture 
industry  in  Alberta  will  not  be  adequately  presented  before 
the  Rowell  Coinmi ss  ion  ,  and 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  there  is  a  definite  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  Dominion  Government  to  protect  the  manufact- 
uring industries  of  the  Dominion  by  tariffs  which  are  det- 
rimental to  the  interest  of  the  agricultural  industry  of 
the  west  and, 

Whereas,  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada  must  sell 
their  products  in  an  open  market,  and  must  bu/  prac t ically 
all  manufactured  products  they  require  in  a  protected  market; 

Be  it  resoved,  that  we  request  that  a  brief  be 
presented  by  the  Central  Executive  of  the  U.F.a.  before  the 
Rowell  Commission  which  would  stress  the  rank  injustices 
enumerated  above. 

Moved  Cuthbertson.     Seconded  and  carried. 

CO-OPERATION  BETWEEN  FARMER  ORGANIZATIONS  ( Bo 1 cy  U.F.A . 
Local"]"""  No. 77.      Whereas,  the  U.F.A7~has  from  time  to 
time  helped  to  organize  both  producer  and  consumer  co- 
operative organizations,  and 

Whereas,  such  organizations  have  often  been  a 
cause  of  weakening  rather  than  strengthening  the  U.F.A* 

Resolved,  that  the  Convention  urge  a  friendly 
co-operative  relationship  between  all  producer  and  con- 
sumer co-operatives,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  favor  one  cen- 
tral organization  for  publicity  and  educational  work;  this 
to  be  carried  out,   if  possible,  by  the  parent  organization. 

Moved  Spencer.     Seconded  and  carried. 

MONKMAN  PASS  HIGHWAY.  (Griffin  Creek  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A. ) 
No.  35.  Whereas,  the  Peace  River  Country  has  at  present 
no  direct  outlet  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and 

Whereas,   the  citizens  of  the  PeaaeRiver  area 
are  doing  all  in  their  limited  power  to  make  a  highway; 


84 


-16- 


Be  it  resolved,  that  we  respectfully  nequest 
the  Provincial  Government  to  aid  and  further  the  construct- 
ion of  the  Monkman  Pass  Highway. 

Moved  W.  East.     Seconded  and  Carried. 

N^TURaL  RESOURCES  (Huxley  to  Grainger  D.A„)     No.  36. 

Whereas,  the  natural  resources  of  Alberta  have  been 
under  provincial  government  control  for  some  years  and, 

Whereas,  we  have  on  many  occasions  strongly  urged 
that  these  be  developed  by  the  government  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  people,  and 

Whereas,  no  such  action  has  yet  been  started; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  reaffirm  our 
belief  that  the  government  should,  without  further  delay, 
take  steps  to  develop  such  resources  as  oil,  gas,  coal, 
tarsands,  and  salt,  and  that  such  development  be  extended 
through  all  processing  to  the  marketing  of  same  to  the 
final  consumer. 

Moved  R.  G.  Dentman.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Adjourned  at  10:10. 


FRIDAY  MORNING 

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

MUNICIPAL  HAIL  BOARD.     Moved  Beatt  that  resolution  29 
be  now  taken  from  the  table.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  on  the  amendment  and  after  con- 
siderable questions  had  been  answered  the  amendment 
carr  ied. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

On  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Antonson  stated  thzt 
a  lot    of  the  delegates  would  have  to  leave  shortly  and 
recommended  that  the  political  question  be  brought  up  as 
soon  as  possible. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  COMMITTEE  recommended  that  after  3 
resolutions  the  political  debate  be  brought  up.  Rec- 
ommendation approved. 

BALLOT ^ON  POLIT I SAL  ACTION  Mr.  Ward,  chairman  of  the 
Credentials  Committee  reported  the  rote  on  the  ballot 
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as  followst 


1  2 


3 


4 


A. 
B. 
G. 
B. 


100  11     22  133 

57  4 
118  5       35  158 

20 


There  were  a  possible  293  votes  and  actual  votes  cast  were 
295. 

ALL  RISK  CROP  INSURANCE.     (Macleod  Federal  C,A.)  No.  55. 

Whereas,  the  U.S. Grove rnment  have  now  investigated  and 
reported  the  possibility  of  an  all  risk  crop  insurance  scheme 
and , 

Whereas,  the  report  has  now  been  introduced  into 
Congress ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  ask  the  Federal 
Government  to  study  this  scheme  aa  it  may  be  conducted 
there,  and  to  implement  the  scheme  here  if  found  practical 
and  feasible. 

Moved  Sears  and  Seconded.  Carried. 

APi-RECIATION  TO  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  (Board  Resolution)  No,  81 

Whereas,  the  Railway  Companies  of  Canada  have  rend- 
ered a  very  great  service  to  our  farm  people  in  the  drought 
area  of  this  Province  by  transporting  free  of  charge  large 
quantities  of  vegetables,  fruit  and  other  commodities  from 
the  more  favored  portions  of  this  province,  as  well  as  from 
other  Provinces  of  Canada,   in  many  cases  involving  long 
and  expensive  freight  hauls; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  this  Convention  repre- 
senting the  organized  farmers  of  Alberta  on  behalf  of  all 
the  suffering  farm  people  in  the  drought  areas,  express  to 
both  the  Railway  Companies  of  Canada  our  sincere  and  heart- 
felt appreciation  of  the  very  efficient  service  they  have 
given  us,  and  of  their  splendid  and  generous  contribution 
to  human  welfare  in  so  doing. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Beatt. 

Mr.  Sutherland  asked  Mr.  Thos.  ncheson  of  the  C.P.R. 
to  come  to  the  platform.     Mr.  Acheson  did  so  and  said  a 
few  words  to  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Priestley  on  a  point  of  privilege  stated  that  he 
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wished  also  to  include  the   staff  of  the  companies  in  Calgary. 

Resolution  was  carried  with  applause. 

Moved  Garland,  that  we  express  similar  appreciation 
to  the  farmers,  church  bodies  and  other  individuals  who 
collected  the  vegetables,  etc.  and  shipped  them  t  o  the 
drought  areas. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

FREE  FREIGHT  FOR  FEED  (Do Icy  Local  U.F.A.  Endorsed  by  the 
Board7"~No.  69.     Whereas,   owing  to  the  shortage  of  feed  in 
parts  of  the  Province,  farmers  from  these  parts  have  put  u^ 
hay  in  distant  places  and  now  find  themselves  unable  to 
afford  to  take  their  stock  to  the  feed  or  the  feed  to  their 
stock ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment be  asked  to  obtain  free  freight  on  feed  to  the 
drought  area. 

Moved  Spencer,  Sutherland.  Carried. 

ORDER  .u?  BUSINESS  COMMITTEE  recommended  that  resolution 
No.  4  be  now  considered  as  a  result  of  yesterday's  ballot. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Sears,  that  tEiis  be  done.  Carried. 

U.F.A.  IN  POLITICS  (Board  of  Directors,  Wetaskiwin  Federal 
C.A . )     No.  4    Resolved,  that  the  U.F.^.  organization  remain 
actively  in  Provincial  politics,  as  a  provincial  group 
known  as  the  U.F.A. 

Moved  Marler  and  seconded. 

Moved  A.  B.  Wood  that  we  limit  each  speaker  on  this 
question  to  five  minutes.     Seconded  Sears  and  carried. 

Agreed  to  notify  the  U.F.W.A.  that  this  resolution 
was  being  considered  and  invite  them  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion . 

Chair  appointed  Hugh  Allen  and  J.K.Sutherland  as 
time  Keepers. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mrs.  Dowdell  to  add  the  words 
*and  to  co-operate      with  the  provincial  groups  in  the  C.C.F. 

Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  Ira  Taylor,  to 
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strike  out  the  word  "co-operate"  and  insert  the  word  "affil- 
iate".    Seconded  Macklin, 

Moved  that  the  previous  question  be  now  put. 
Seconded  and  Carried. 

Sub-amendment  lost. 

Moved   in  amendment  Rickett  to  delete  words  "known 
as  the  U.F.A." 

Moved  Phillips  that  this  resolution  be  settled 
by  sending  it  out  to  the  locals   in  form  of  a  questionnaire 
and  that  the  replies  received  determine  the  policy.  Seconded 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  do  now  adjourn. 

Carried . 

FRIDAY  aFTERNOuN. 


President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Motion  to  refer  to  the  locals,  lost. 

Moved  Young  as  a  substitute  motion  "Resolved.,  that 
the  U#F.-".  complete  the  Federation  setup  in  provincial  pol- 
itics on  the  same  basis  as  in  the  Federal  field."  Seconded 
Taylor. 

Motion  lost. 

Mr.  Allen  took  the  chair. 

President  Gardiner  addressed  the  delegates  on 
Resolution  No.  4  urging  them  to  be  careful  and  not  get  too 
far  ahead  of  the  masses  of  the  people  or  it  would  be  hard 
for  them  to  follow. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  W.W.Scott,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "in  the  C.C.F."  in  the  amendment  and 
insert  "and  to  co-operate      with  other  groups  having  «im  v&a 
objectives."  Seconded  Wood. 

On  point  of  order  Mr.  Young  stated  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  convention  had  refused  him  permission  to  bring 
in  a  subamendment  and  theefore  this  amendment  should  be 
out  of  irder, 

The  chairman,  Mr.  •"■lien,  gave  it  as  his  ruling 
that  this  subamendment  was  in  order. 
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Moved  Cuthbertson  that  the  debate  be  closed  at 
3:30.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Young,  that  time  be  4  o'clock. 
Seconded  Owen. 

Lost. 

Original  motion  carried. 

Moved  Pye ,  that  delegation  be  sent  to  the  U.F.VV.^, 
Convention  and  ask  them  to  come  up  and  the  vote  be  taken. 
Seconded  and  lost. 

Moved  Mr.  Garland,  that  Mr.  Gardiner  be  a  committee 
to  go  to  the  U.F.W.A.  Convention  and  explain  the  resolution 
to  them  and  that  the  vote  be  taken  simultaneously  in  the 
two  conventions.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Mr.  Wood  took  the  dhair. 

Moved  Beatt  that  a  standing  vote  be  taken  on  this 
matter.     Seconded  and  carried. 

Subamendment  was  lost. 

Resolution  as  amended  lost. 

Resolution  carried. 

CIVIL    SERVICE.    (Wetaskiwin  Peder.C/*.)     No.   46.  Whereas, 
in  order  that~*the  business  of  the  Province  be  effeciently 
conducted,  it  is  essential  that  a  well  trained  and  loyal 
civil  service  be  built  up,  and 

Whereas,  this  cannot  be  done  as  long  as  the  civil 
service  is  at  the  mercy  of  party  politicians  and  subject 
to  discharge  without  cause,  merely  for  reasons  of  ^atron^ge 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that: 

1.  A  Civil  Service  Commission  be  set  up  which  shall 
havd  control  of  all  departmental  employees  in 
the  Provincial  employ. 

2.  Entrance  to  the  Civil  Service  and  promotion 
therein  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  ability  only, 
and  no  dismissal  be  made  without  just  cause 
assigned  and  proven. 

Moved  Cuthbertson  and  seconded.  Carried. 
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ftUEBEC  PADLOCK  IAW     (Horse  Hills  U.F.*.  Local)  Wheras, 
the  Dominion  Government  has  withheld  consent  on  certain 
alberta  legislation,  which  infringed  on  the  freedom  of 
the  individual  and  of  the  press  in  this  province,  and 

Whereas,   the  Government  of  Premier  Duplessis 
in  Quebec,  by  means  of  the  Padlock  Law  has  interfered 
fcith  freedom  of  speech  and  assembly  to  an  extent  unheard 
of  in  democratic  countries; 

T  erefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  demand  that  the  Dominion  Government 
also  safeguard  the  civil  rights  and  freedom  of  the 
individual  in  Quebec  by  disallowing  the  Quebec  Padlock 
Law. 

Moved  Bentley  and  seconded.  Carried. 

Moved  Spencer  that  the  chair  be  asked  to  give 
a  ruling  in  the  event  of  this  resolution  being  lost,  and 
that  the  convention  vote  on  the  ruling. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

President  Gardiner  gave   it  as  his  ruling  that 
if  resolution  No.  4  was  lost  that  the  U.F.-^.  would  be  out 
of  politics  in  the  provincial  field.     The  ruling  was 
sus  ta  in  ed . 

■agreed  that  the  U.F,W#ii#  Convention  be  also 
asked  to  vote  on  president's  ruling. 

Mr.  Macklin  asked  permission  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution but  was  refused  by  the  Convention. 

Resolution  N0»  4  was  carried. 

F,  T. .Rickett  moved  that  the  convention  make 
this  decision  unanimous.     Seconded  Beatt.     Later  withdrawn. 

INTERCHANGE  QF_RADIQ  PROGRAMS     (Board  Resolution)     No.  82 
Whereas,  it  has  been  and  still  is  one  of  i  he  most 
important  principles  of  the  U.F, to  cultivate  the  spirit 
of  friendship,  goodwill,  peace  and  brotherhood  among  indiv- 
iduals, communitees  and  nations,  and 

Whereas,  from  time  to  time  in  accord  with  this 
principle     the  U«^#A,  Executive  has  urged  that  the  radio 
be  used  to  the  greatest  extent  possible   in  cementing  the 
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ties  of  frienship  and  goodwill  between  the  Canadian  nation 
and  the  great  people  across  the  imaginary  line  to  the  s  nth 
of  us,  and 

Whereas,  President  Roosevelt  has  dramatized  that 
feeling  most  effectively  in  his  expression  "The  Good 
Neighbor, " 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention 
endorse  this  action  of  the  Executive  and  express  to  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  of  Canada,  and  to  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company,  the  Columbia  Broadcasting 
System,  and  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  Company  of  the  United 
States,  our  sincere  appreciation  of  the  progress  already 
made  towards  a  better  understanding  between  the  American 
and  Canadian  people  by  the  recent  consummation  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  most  comprehensive  exchange  of  programs  yet 
undertaken  by  the  Broadcasting  organizations  of  the  two 
countries. 

•"nd  that  we  would  further  urge  that  more  programs 
be  exchanged.     That  prominent  leaders  of  various  types  of 
economic  thought  in  both  countries  be  given  time  on  exchange 
features; 

•"nd  we  would  further  suggest  that  now  that  the 
initial  steps  have  been  taken  that  every  avenue  be  ex- 
plored to  make  the  radio  even  still  more  effective  in 
bringing  to  actual  reality  president  Roosevelt's  practical 
idealism  as  emphasized  in  that  beautiful  expression  "The 
(rood  Neighbor". 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  copies  of  this  res- 
olution be  sent  to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation, 
The  National  Broadcasting  Company,   the  Columbia  Broad- 
casting System,   the  Mutual  Broadcasting  Company,  and  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt. 

Moved  Beatt  and  Sutherland.  Carried. 

CLOSED _ SEASON  ON  MI ORATORY  BIRDS  (Board  Resolution)  No,  85. 

~"  Whereas,   owTng  to  drought,  excessive  shooting  and 
other  causes,  our  migrating  gt.me  birds  are  rapidly  de- 
creasing in  number,  and 

Whereas,  unless  something  drastic  is  done,  these 
birds,   like  the  passenger  pigeon  will  become  totally  extinct, 
and 

whereas,   due  to  the  policy  of  the  Prairie  farmers' 
Rehabilitation  Act  in  establishing  a  nuber  of  water  res- 
ervoirs which  will  become  known  to  most  hunters,  the 
slaughter  of  these  birds  will  become  even  greater; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  again  urge  upon  both 
the  Provincial  and  Federal  Government  the  great  need  for 
the  immediate  inauguration  of  a  policy  of  effective  con- 
servation of  these  birds; 

And  to  that  end  we  would  urge  that  a  complete  closed 
season  be  put  on  all  such  migratory  game  birds  for  at  least 
two  years  in  Central  South  and  Southern  parts  of  the  Ircv- 
i  n  c  e  ,  an  d 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  advise  that  certain 
large  areas  should  be  set  a  side  in  the  drought  areas  as 
game  preserves  where  shooting  would  be  absolutely  prohibited. 

Moved  Feamehough.     Seconded  and  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  COMMITTEE  recommended  that  three  resol- 
utions on  returned  soldier  affairs  be  now  discussed, 
approved . 

REDUCTION  0?  DEBTS  Off  SOLDIER  SETTLERS.     No.   90.  Resolved, 
that  the  dollar  for  dollar  provision  for  the  reduction  of 
debts  of  soldier  settlers  now  in  operation  but  expiring 
March  31,  be  extended  from  that  date. 

Moved  Baker.     Seconded  and  carried. 

SOLDIER  SETTLERS  UNDER  FARMERS'   CREDITORS '  ARRaNSEMEKTS  ACT 

Eo.  91.     Whereas,   it  is  recognized  that  through  vwt  services 
the  great  majority  of  returned  soldiers  are  prematurely 
aged,  and 

Whereas,  the  majority  of  these  men  enlisted  at 
ages  ranging  from  18  to  35  with  the  result  that  as  a  group 
they  married  almost  a  decade  later  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  case  which  means  that  their  children  are  now 
approaching  or  are  into  high  school  age  just  at  the  time 
when  the  earning  and  working  capacity  of  their  fathers  has 
passed  its  peak,  and 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  any  sacrifices  these  men 
may  have  made  by  going  overseas  are  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  sacrifices  they  are  now  called  upon  to  make  through 
this  premature  ageing  and  its  resultant  feeling  of  lack  of 
security, 

Therefore  be  i t  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Dominion 
Government  to  take  these  things  into  consideration  when 
dealing  with  applications  by  soldier  settlers  under  the 
Farmers'  Creditors'  Arrangements  Act  and  by  passing  legis- 


lation  that  will  give  a  settler  immed iate  dependents  a 
clear  title  to  his  settlement  land  on  his  demise,  and 


Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  point  out  to 
cur  Dominion  Government  that  we  are  not  asking  for  any 
special  favor  in  behalf  of  the  returned  men  for  services 
rendered  but  only  that  a  modicum  of  justice  be  granted 
after  taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  over 
which  the  returned  man  has  no  control  as  laid  out  in  the 
preamble  of  this  resolution. 

Moved  Fearnehough.     Seconded  and  carried. 

ERjyffSffER  OF  SOLDIER  SETTLERS  FROM  DBOUSHT  AREAS*  No.  92. 

Whereas,  there  are  soldier  settlers'in  the 
dried  out  areas  who  are  desirous  of  moving  out  to  other 
districts  in  which  they  could  make  a  living,  and 

Whereas,  the  settlement  Board  ha  re  lands  in 
these  better  areas  becoming  vacant  that  are  sold  to 
privcte  bidders,  and 

Whereas,  the  soldier  settlers  in  the  dried  out 
areas  cannot  put  up  the  necessary  initial  payment  required 
on  these  farms, 

Be  it  resolved,   that  we  ask  the  government  to 
transfer  these  settlers  from  the  dried  out  areas  to  better 
farms  held  by  the  Board  where  satisfactory  arrangements 
dan  be  made  without  impairing  their  equity  or  increasing 
their  liability  to  the  Board. 

Moved  Peterson.     Seconded  and.  carried. 

Moved  Fearnehough  that  these  three  resolutions 
be  sent  to  the  Dominion  Service  League  convention  to  be 
held  at  Fort  William.     Seconded  and  carried. 

SPREE G TIOK  OF  STOCKYARD  WBIGHTS  (Okotoks  Local  U.F.A.) 
No.  30      Whereas,  all  stockyard  scales  in  alberta  are 
equipped  with  beams  according  only  10  lb.  marks,  end 
producers  therefore  must  take  a  loss  of  from  one  to 
9  lbs.   on  each  weighing: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the 
Provincial  Government  to  enact  such  legislation  that 
correct  weight  will  be  given. 

Moved  Baker,  Berger. 

Moved  in  amendment  Heath  to  strike  out  the 
word  "all"  and  insert  the  words"  most  of  the".  Seconded 
and  carried. 
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Moved  in  amendment  Fearnehough  that  the  word 
"provincial1*  be  struck  out  and  the  word  "dominion"  inserted. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

I  WE.  TIGaTION  OF  LIVESTOCK  MARKET  IK  G_COI\  PI  TI OKS  (Innisfail) 
Prov.  C.ii.)  No.  31.     Whereas,  we  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  existing  facilities  for  the  marketing  of  our  livestock 
including  packing  facilities,  are  not  operating  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  producers; 

xherefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention 
ask  that  our  Provincial  Government  subject  the  whole  market- 
ing end  of  our  livestock  industry  within  this  province  to 
the  most  searching  enquiry,  and  that  they  endeavour  to  se- 
cure the  co-operation  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the 
end  that  a  more  stable  price  and  a  greater  percentage  of 
the  consumers'   dollar  be  secured  to  the  growers  of  live- 
stock within  this  province. 

Moved  Befctt  and  seconded. 

Moved  Sutherland  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
word  "provincial"  and  insert  the  word  "federal"  and  strike 
out  the  words  "that  they  endeavor  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  the  federal  government." 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

BOYCOTT  OF  JA.tAl]ESE  GOODS  (Board  Resolution)    (Covering  also 
80) .    Whereas,  the  ruthless  destruction  of  the  Chinese 
people  continues  and  since  we  in  Canada  indirectly  assist 
in  this  wholesale  slaughter  by  the  purchase  of  Japanese 
goods ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  an  immediate  boy- 
cott of  Japanese  goods  be  declared  in  Canada,  and  to  this 
end  we  pledge  our  individual  support. 

Moved  Young,   seconded  and  carried. 

gMBAggOOjj  EXPORTS  TO  JAPAN  (Horse  Hills  U.F.a.  Local) 

No.  57.   (Coverirg  also  78j  Whereas,  the  Government  of 

Canada  has  placed  an  embargo  on  the  export  of  munitions 
to  Spain,  and 

Whereas,  Canada  is  now  shit-ping  approximately  one 
million  dollars  worth  of  exports  to  Jtpan  every  week,  and 

Whereas,  Japan  has  shown  herself  to  be  one  of  the 
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most  inhuman  of  aggressor  nations  in  her  unwarranted  invasion 
of  China  and  in  her  slaughtering  of  innocent  civilians; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  the 
Dominion  Government  put  fan  immediate  embargo  on  the  export 
of  munitions  to  Japan  and  on  all  goods  which  would  be  used 
by  her  in  any  way  to  further  her  conquest  of  China. 

Moved  Bentley,  Beatt. 

Moved  in  amendment  Fearnehough  to  add  the  words 
"and  also  against  Japanese  goods  entering  Canada."  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

SUBSIDIZING  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS i (Grande  Prairie  Prov.  C.A. ) 
No.  53  "("Cover ing""also  75j 

Resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion  Government 
to  subsidize  every  bushel  of  grain  and  all  other  farm 
products  to  compare  with  protection  given  Eastern  manufact- 
urers &nd  at  the  same  time  to  standardize  all  farm  products 
consumed  in  Canada. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

A  substitute  motion  was  moved  but  not  seconded. 

Moved  Fearnehough  that  we  table  resolution  53. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

SPREAD  IN  wHEftT  PRICES     (Nan ton  Local  U.F.*.)  N0.  52. 

Whereas,  this  year  there  have  been  wide  variat- 
ions in  prices  between  different  grades  of  wheat,  which 
have  been  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  to  farmers,  and 

Whereas,   it  has  been  stated  that  the  restrict- 
ions contained  in  the  Canada  Grain  Act  on  mixing  have 
made  such  spreads  wider  than  they  otherwise  would  have 
been,  and 

Whereas,   it  is  understood  that  the  Canada  Grain 
i»ct  is  likely  to  come  before  Parliament  in  1938  for  re- 
vision ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Executive  of 
the  U.F.A.  be  requested  to   study  this  matter  and  to 
request  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and  the  United  Grain 
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Growers  Limited  to  furnish  any  available  information,  and 
if  such  study  warrants  the  Executive  be  requested  to  place 
its  considered  opinion  before  the  Agricultural  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  with  a  view  either  to  bringing  about 
any  changes  in  the  Grain  Act  that  may  be  required  or  a 
further  examination  of  the  question. 

Moved  Sears  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Fearn enough  that  words  "and 
to  request"  be  deleted  and  "in  connection  with'*  be  inserted. 
Seconded . 

Moved  to  delete  "to  furnish  any  available  information 
Seconded  and  carried. 

•"•mendment  carried. 

Motion  as  amended  carried. 

Motion  to  adjourn  moved,  seconded  and  carried  at 

6  p.m. 


FRIDAY  EVEN  IK;  G  

President  Gardiner  in  the  chair. 

Canon  C.A.F.  Clough  of  St.  Faiths  Anglican  Church 
gave  a  short  address. 

RESOLUTION  53  Moved  Beatt  and  seconded,   that  this  resol- 
ution be  taken  from  the  able.  Carried. 

Resolution  carried. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.  Election  of  directors  was  reported 
as  follows: 

ACADIA  U.F.A.       J.K.  Sutherland,  Hanna 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Hanna, 

ATHABASCA  U.F.A.      P. S. Beatt,  Westlock. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  G.  Dief fenbaugh,  Westlock. 

BATTLE  RIVER  U.F.A.      H,  E.  Spencer,  Edgerton. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  F.  Redmond,  Edgerton. 

Bow  River  U.F.A.      Mr.  Geo.  E.  Church,  Balzac. 

U.F.W.A.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Garland,  Calgary. 

E.  &        ealgary    U.F.A.    A.J.  Paul,  Blackie . 

U.F.W.A    Mrs.  F.  D.  Herr ,  Okotoks. 
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C&lffRGSE  U.F.^. 

E.  &  W.  Edmonton  U.F.A. 

U.F.W.A. 
JASPER  EDS  ON  &•?«*• 

U.F.w.A. 
U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 
U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 
U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 
U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 
U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 
U.F.A. 
U.F.W.A. 


LETEBRIDGE 
MACLEOD 
MEDICINE  HAT 

VEGREVILLE 
WETASKIWLN 


Moved  and  seconded  by  Cuthber tso 
be  received.  Carried. 


J*.  E.  Brown,  Castor 
Mrs.  A.  Payne,  Stettler. 
J.  Bentley,  RR#6.  Edmonton. 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Galloway,  Ft.  Sask. 
T.  F.  Lovelock,  Aicorrdale, 
Mrs.  Verj^a  Lowe,  St.  albert 
W.W.Scott,  Iron  Springs. 
Mrs.  a.  Peters,  Let- bridge. 
M.  H.  Ward,  Arrowwo.d. 
Mrs.  R.  R,  McBride,  Arrowwood. 
J.  M,  Wheatley,  Chancellor. 
Mrs.  Carl  Anderson,  Scandia. 
R.  Bye,  Penhold. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Learned,  Red  Deer. 
H.  Hennig,  Ft.  Saskatchewan. 
Mrs.  W.  D.  MacNaughton,  Ranfurly. 
H.  E.  Heath,  Lacombe, 
Mrs.  R. _ Car ter ^  Ponoka . 


that  the  report 


CREDEHTIALg  COMMITTEE    Mr.  Hugh  Allen  reported  for  the  Cred- 
entials Committee  as  follows:     There  were  262  accredited 
delegates  all  of  whose  credentials  are  in  order  and  we 
hereby  recommend  that   the  pool  rate  be  set  at  $12.00. 

Moved  Allen.     Seconded  and  carried. 

CENSURE  U J  WHEAT  BuaRD  aS  aT  PRESENT  OPERATED     ( Ma c 1 e  o d 
federal  37"/]     No.   49.      Resolved,  that  this  convention 
do  hereby  censure  the  policy  of  the  Wheat  Board  as  managed 
by  Mr.   James  Murray  in  disposing  of  the  wheat  held  by  the 
Board,  and  further  we  would  ask  that  a  full  accounting  be 
given  of  the  profit  and  loss  and  sales  made  for  the  period 
during  which  Mr.  Murray  has  operated  the  Board. 

Moved  Cuthbertson,  Beatt.  Carried. 

WHEAT  BOARD  (Macleod  Federal  C.~.)     Mo.  48.     Whereas,  -the 
Federal  Government  disposed  of  millions  of  bushels  of  wheat 
at  ridiculously  low  prices,   in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
world  carryover  had  decreased  and  the  world  markets  showed 
a  rising  tendency,  and 

Whereas,  the  growers  had  to  stand  the  loss; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  do  urge  the 
Government  to  establish  a  wheat  board  whose  personnel  shall 
include  representatives  of  the  producers  in  order  that  the 
growers  may  be  protected. 
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Moved  Carey  and  seconded.  Carraed. 

TRADE  AGREEMENT^  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES.    (Board  Re  sol- 
ution.J    No.  68.      "  Whereas,   the  Dominion  of  Canada 
is  now  negotiating  a  trade  agreement  with  the  United 
States,  and 

Whereas,  the  people  of  these  two  countries 
have  much  in  common  in  thought,   standards  of  living, 
etc,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  trade 
restrictions  are  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  international 
distrust,  armament  rivalries,  and  war,  and 

Whereas,  Canada  and  United  States  have  enjoyed 
a  long  and  happy  period  of  peace  and  friendly  relation- 
ship; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  order  to  further 
develop  and  secure  for  the  future  a  continuance  of  this 
friendly  relationship,  the  following  eonsi dera tions 
sho  ild  be  observed  in  negotiating  the  proposed  new  treaty: 

1.     That  the  least  possible  restriction  should 
be  placed  on  trade  between  the  two  nations. 

2.  That  where  trade  restrictions  on  any  comm- 
odity bear  unduly  on  any  industry  or  comm- 
unity, that  compensation  must  be  given  that 
industry  or  community  in  some  other  way. 

Moved  Heath,  Schmaltz,  Carried. 

INCREASE  IN  NUMBER  0?  S GHOOL  INSPECTORS  (Macleod  Federal 
9.^.)     No.  38.    Whereas,  certain  fundamental  units  are 
greatly  neglected  in  many  of  the  rural  schools  due  to 
lack  of  supervision,  and 

Whereas,  many  inexperienced  teachers  require 
guidance  in  their  efforts  to  present  these  subjects: 

Therefore  te  it  resolved,  that  we  ur^e  the 
Department  of  Education  to  increase  the  efficiency  and 
number  of  the  inspectorate  staff  in  order  that  rural 
schools  may  be  inspected  trjore  frequently  and  in  greater 
detai 1 . 

Moved  Carey.     Seconded  and  carried. 

L^^2^  3G_?00L__UNITS   (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  40. 
JCovering  also  84Y      Whereas,  the  Province  is  undergoing 
a  period  of  financial  stress,  and 
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Whereas,  a  change  in  our  educational  units 
will  entail  considerable  expense  and  increase  the  taxes 
of  those  already  burdened; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  on 
the  Pr ovine ial  Government  andDepartment  of  Education  that 
they  do  not  proceed  with  the  idea  of  enlarged  units  unless 
approved  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  districts  affected. 


Moved  Beatt  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  "until  basis  of 
taxation  under  social  credit  is  put  into  effect.  ■  Seconded 
Turner. 

Amendment  lost. 

Resolution  carried. 

41,  LaRGER  SCHOOL  UK  IT  ( Le  thb  r  i  d  ge  *e  d  e  r  a 1  C*A. \     Whe  r  e  a  s , 
the  larger  school  unit  is  not  giving  the  success  it  should 
for  the  money  expended,  and  while  the  curriculum  is  quite 
satisfactory,  the  schoolroom  and  the  supplies  are  very 
unsatisfactory;   that  is,  the  local  board  is  left  without 
any  authority  and  with  no  means  for  cleaning  the  school- 
house  and  upkeep  of  the  buildings  and  grounds; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  local  school 
board  at  least  have  the  supervision  of  supplies  and  gen- 
eral upkeep. 

Moved  Heath  and  seconded. 

Moved  Turner  that  the  resolution  be  tabled. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

L^^£E^3GH^0L__UN1TS     (Grande  Prairie  Prov.  C.A.)  No.  39 

Whereas,  the  proposed  larger  units  for  the 
administration  of  rural  public  schools  will,   if  properly 
handled,   increase  their  efficiency,  but  will  undoubtedly 
i  nc  re  a  se  taxes  also,  and, 

Whereas,  this  increase  in  taxes  should  not 
be  great  in  a  unit  in  which  the  type  of  land  and  the 
taxpaying  ability  of  the  ratepayers  is  fairly  uniform, 
and 

Whereas,  the  proposed  Grande  Prairie  unit 
is  not  of  this  type,  there  being  a  considerable  number 
of  school  districts  in  it  which  have  riot  the  ability  to 
raise  much,   if  any,  revenue  from  taxation,  and  where  the 
teacher's  salary  is  almost  entirely  dependent  on  the 
grant,  and 
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Whereas,   in  areas  such  as  this  where  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population  is  at  times  forced  to  go  on 
relief  there  is  need,  for  more  schools  then  are  at  present 
in  operation,  but  there  is  no  way  of  financing  them  and 

Whereas,   the  larger  unit  included  only  rural 
school  districts,  town,  and  villages  being  excluded  unless 
they  come   in  voluntarily,  thus  le-  ving  the  burden  of 
carrying  those  poor  districts  entirely  on  the  shoulders  of 
a  comparatively  small  number  of  ratepayers  who  are  already 
taxed  heavily; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  first,  that  school 
districts  in  pioneer  areas  or  where  the  land  is  of  the 
marginal  type,  should  be  excluded  from  the  unit,  as  is 
the  case  of  towns  and  villages,  or 

Special  grants  might  be  made  to  cover  these  areas. 

One  or  the  other  of  these  courses  should  be 
followed  before  the  scheme  is  put  into  operation  in  this 
district,  otherwise  a  storm  of  criticism  will  follow  a 
rise  in  taxes  and  it  will  not  be  possible  to  get  a  fair 
trial. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Hennig  to  strike  out  the 
words  "Grande  Prairie"  and  insert  "many  of"  change  "is" 
to  "are";  in  fourth  clause  to  strike  out  "such  as  this" 
in  last  clause  strike  out  "in  this  district".  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

AMENDMENT  SCHOOL _ aGT  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)  No.   43.  (Cov- 
ering also  42#7^         Whereas,  it  is  nov;  necessary  to 
have  Grade  Xll  standing  to  enter  Normal  School,  University, 
etc  • ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Prov- 
incial Government  to  amend  the  School  Act  to  the  end  that 
School  Districts  pay  the  tuition  for  pupils  taking  Grade 
Xll. 

Moved  Cameron.     Seconded  and  carried. 

TEACHING  03?  CI VI 88  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.)  No.  44.  Whereas, 
civics  is  now  on  the  prescribed  course  in  our  high  schools, 
and 
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Whereas,  it  is  in  our  opinion  not  very  effect 
ively  taught; 

Therefore  we     o.;ld  urge  that  our  Provincial 
GrO'/ernment  and  the  Minister  of  Education  devise  ways  and 
means  of  making  the  civics  course  more  practical  and  of 
a  project  nature. 

Moved  Spencer,  Carey  and  carried, 

HEALTH  \miTo     (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)     No.  37.  Whereas, 
we  fully  recognize  the  invaluable  contribution  made  by 
the  already  existing  Health  Units,  and 

Whereas,  the  economic  conditions  make  pre- 
ventive health  services  more  essential  than  ever; 

We  therefore  respectfully  request  the 
Government  to  take  the  initiative   (instead  of  leaving 
same  to  the  individual  districts)   in  arranging  for  the 
plebiscite  in  more  areas  in  order  to  increase  the  number 
of  these  units  throughout  the  Province. 

Moved  Cameron.     Seconded.  Carried. 

INFANTILE  PARALYSIS   (Horn  Hill  U.F.W.A.  Local)     No.  89. 
Whe areas,   infantile  paralysis  has  become  such  a  common 
malady,  usually  entailing  financial  obligations  beyond 
the  a  ility  of  the  persons  responsible  to  pay; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  respect- 
fully request  the  Government  to  make  whatever  provis- 
ions are  necessary  to  care  for  such  cases  on  the  same 
basis  as  T.B.  is  taken  care  of  at  the  present  time. 

Moved  and  Seconded.  Carried. 

^^LT.ii_£^.?_B^iUTY  MOVEMENT  TO  SWELL  MEMBERSHIP .  (Griffin 
Creek  LocalJ    No.  "88.       Whereas,  the  people  of  this 
Province  have  lately  drifted  away  from  the  U.F.A-,  and 
U.F.W.A,  and  in  consequence  have  very  little  chance  of 
hearing  of  the  ideals  of  the  U.F.a.  and 

Whereas,  we  also  believe  that  beautiful 
health  would  promote  beautiful  thoughts  and  save  a  lot 
of  hospital  expense,  and  tend  to  make  a  fit  population; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  sponsor  a  beauty 
culture  and  health  movement  similar  to  that  sponsored 
by  the  Baldwin  Government  under  which  Beauty  Culture  and 
Folk  Dancing  could  be  taught  to  the  paid-up  members  of 
the  locals. 
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Moved  Williams,  no  seconder. 

WM.  PEARCB  WATERING  SCHEME     (Board  Resolution)  No.  70. 
Covering  also  No.  337  ~        Whereas,  Hon.  James,  G.  Gard- 
iner, Federal  Minister  of  agriculture,  has  intimated 
that  one  of  the  first  essentials  in  any  consideration 
of  the  Win.  Pearje  Water  Diversion  Scheme  or  such  mod- 
ifications of  it  as  are  applicable  to  Alberta,   is  a 
recommendation  of  this  scheme  by  the  alberta  Provincial 
Government  to  the  Federal  Government  as  being  an  impor- 
tant and  necessary  part  of  rehabilitation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  this  Con- 
vention urge  upon  the  Provincial  Government   the  vital 
necessity  of  making  such  recommendation  immediately, 
and 

We  would  further  urge  that  this  recommendation 
be  to  the  effect  that  the  proposed  scheme  be  put  on  the 
basis  of  a  rehabilitation  measure,  financed  as  a  nation.al 
responsibility  to  the  people  in  the  area  involved  with- 
out capital  charge  against  the  lands  irrigated,  and  that 
the  project  be  constructed  to  the  fullest  possible 
extent  on  a  work  for  wages  basis,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Prov- 
incial Government  to  cooperate  with  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment in  the  inauguration  of  this  project. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Heath,     Seconded.  Carried. 

PRAIRIE  FARMERS  *  REHABILITATION  (Macleod  Federal  C.A.) 
No.   50.      Whereas,  the  present  condition  caused  by 
drought  is  the  most  serious  matter  facing  the  Western 
people  ; 

therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  U.F.-rt.. 
organization  give  full  support  to  the  Prairie  Farmers' 
Rehabilitation  Act  policy,  and  urge  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  pursue  the  policy  over  a  period  of  years,  even 
if  years  of  greater  rainfall  return. 

Moved  Spencer.  Seconded.  Qarried. 

RE1 RESENT. TI ON  AT  MEETINGS  OF  REHriBILIT^TIuN  _BOAT]D_ 
"(Acadia  Federal  C.a",)  No,  5l7        Resolved,   that  we  ask 
that  representation  be  given  the  farmer-  resident  in 
the  drought  area  at  future  meetings  of  the  Reha c lli tatbn 
Board. 


Moved  Cameron,  Sutherland.  Carried. 
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INCREASBD  MEMBERSHIP     (Camrose  Prov.  C.A.)  No,  3. 

Whereas,  the  U.F.ii.  has  n.,t  been  as  active 
as  it  might  have  and  not  sufficient  organization  work 
has  been  done ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  we  ask 
t  e  U.F.A.  Central  Office  to  take  steps  to  increase  the 
nembersh  ip. 

Moved.     No  seconder. 

C.C.F  CLUBS   (Camrose  Prov.  C.A.)     No.  24.    Whereas,  a 
great  deal  of  confusion  exists  because  certain  members  of 
the  C.C.F.  have  called  themselves  the  "C.C.F.  Clubs" 
thereby  creating  the   impression  that  they  are  the  C.C.F. 
party  and  the  other  members  are  merely  affiliated  with 
it; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  respect- 
fully urge  the  U.^.A,  Convention  assembled  to  ask  the  Ex- 
ecutive Provincial  Council  of  the  ^.C.F.  to  give  this 
section  a  less  confusing  name. 

Moved  Robertson  and  seconded.  Carried. 

FEED  AND  FUEL  RELIEF  (Acadia  Federal  C.~.)     No.  2b. 

Resolved,   that  we  iask  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment and  Federal  Government  to  co-operate  to  the  end  that 
adequate  supplies  of  feed,  fuel  oil  relief  and  seed  be 
supplied  to  those  in  need  in  the  drought  area  in  the 
proper  time,  and  particularly  do  we  stress  the  fact  that 
seed  for  the  1938  crop  season  be  supplied  in  the  winter 
months  and  not  after  the  seeding  season  commences,  as 
was  the  case  in  1937. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried. 

FARM  PRODUCE _AS  LOSS  LEADERS     (OKotoks  Local  U*',**)!**  32 

Whereas,   large  chain  stores  have  a  practice 
of  using  farm  produce,   particularly  turkeys  and  chickens, 
as  loss  leaders,   thereby  reducing  the  price  of  poultry 
often  much  below  its  actual  value  throughout  the  city; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  steps  be  taken 
to  stop  such  practice. 

Moved  Berger  and  seconded.  Carried. 

INCLUSION  OF  MARQUIS  AND  CLIFTON  MUNICIPALITIES  IN  DROUGHT 
AREAS.  "(Little  Bow  Prov.  37^  T  No.   74.    Whereas ,  "distress 
and  suffering  have  never  before  reached  present  proportions 
due  to  continued  lack  of  moisture; 
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Therefore  we  do  emphatically  protest  the 
removal  of  Marquis  and  Clifton  Municipalities  from  the 
drought  area  and  cask  that  these  municipalities  be  imm- 
ediately reincluded. 

Moved  Ward,  Wheatley,  and  carried. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  MUNICIPALITIES  (Hanria  Local  U.F.A.) 
No.  83.     Whereas,   there  are  an  increasing  number  of  mun- 
icipalities being  taken  over  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment and 

Whereas,  the  people   in  these  areas  have  no 
voice  in  the  administration  of  their  local  affairs, 
and 

Whereas,  the  only  contact  these  people  ha /e 
with  the  administrator  is  an  occasional  public  meeting, 
and 

whereas,   this  is  inefficient  and  undemocratic; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the 
irrovincial  Government  to  pass  such  legislation  as  will 
enable  the  people  in  the  areas  involved  to  have  some 
voice  in  the  administration  of  their   own  affairs  through 
the  nomination  and  election  of  representatives  to  meet 
with  and  advise  the  administrator. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried. 

POUKHOBOR  COLONIES     (Board  Resolution)     No.  87.  Whereas, 
the  Doukhobor  colony  at  Shoudice  has  become  a  burden  to 
ffiarquis  M.D.  ,  and 

Whereas,   it  is  an   impossibility  for  twenty- 
seven  families  to  make  a  living  on  one  and  three  quarters 
sections  of  land; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  this  type  of 
settlement  shall  cease,  and  in  the  meantime  the  Provincial 
and  Federal  Governments  assume  the  responsibility  for 
their  relief. 

Moved  Ward.  ,Beatt.  Carried. 

I^_I.2^II.kM(I)idsbury  prov.  C.A.)  No.   45.        Whereas,  there 
is  some  agitation  in  Canada  ft>r  a  policy  of  bringing  in 
in;  igrants  to  farms  in  Western  Canada,  and 

whereas,  we  believe  the  first  obligation  of  our 
various  governments  is  to  place  in  a  position  of  economic 
security  our  own  citizens. 
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Ther-fore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  our 
Governments  to  give  first  consideration  to  those  people 
already  here  who  would  welcome  an  opportunity  to  be 
placed  on  farms  in  districts  where  climatic  conditions 
give  more  assurance  of  getting  regular  crops. 

Moved  Spencer,   seconded  and  carried. 

JUST  PRICE  FOR  FARM  PRODUCTS  .  No.  93.     Whereas,   the  Trades 
and  Industry  -net  eliminates"  price  competition  and  sets  a 
minimum  price  for  retail  commodities  throughout  the 
Province i  and 

Whereas,  the  Industrial  Standards  Act  and  the 
Teaching  Profession  Act  set  a  minimum  wage,  and 

Whereas,   these  Acts  will  enable  these  and  like 
gr-oups,   other  than  farmers,  to  enjoy  a  higher  standard 
of  living  but  will  raise  production  and  living  costsfor 
the  farmers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  the  Government 
of  ^lberta  should  set  a  just  price  for  all  farm  products 
consumed  within  the  Province  of  alberta.     However  if  the 
Government,  after  a  thorough  investigation,   finds  that 
it   is  not  feasible,   than  to  abrogate  the  present  .acts,. 

Moved  Owen.     Seconded  and  carried. 

AGE  LIMIT  JUNIORS    Whereas,   our  Junior  U.F.a.  is  affil- 
iated with  the  cTc.Y.M.  and  is  associated  with  the 
Youth  Congress  Movement,  and 

Bhereas,   these  organizations  have  an  age  limit 
of  thirty  years; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  amend  our  constitution 
to  extend  the  age  limit  of  the  Junior  U.-^V*.   to  30  years. 

Moved  McManus  and  seconded. 

Moved  Beatt  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Board, 
oeconded  Mrs.  McBride  and  carried. 

BROADCAST  JUNIOR  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS.     Mr.  W.  H.  Evans 
asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to  have  Miss  Archibald 
broadcast  her  address. 

Moved  Evans,  Wall,   tha'.   the  Board  look  into  the 
matter  of  having  the  Junior  President  broadcast  her 
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address,  also  the  vice-president.  Carried. 

VOTE  OF  jiPi REDIATION  No.  94.     Resolved,   that  this  Con- 
vention express  its  thanks  and  appreciation  to  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  and  the  Council  of  the  City  of 
Edmonton,  to  the  Edmonton  Chamber  of  Comerce  and  their 
secretary,  Mr.  John  Blue,   to  the  clergyman  and  speakers 
who  have  addressed  us,   to  the  artists  who  ha  re  enter- 
tained us,   to  the  press  and  the  radio  for  their  publicity, 
to  the  management  and  staff  of  the  Masonic  Temple  and 
to  all  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  success  of 
the  convention. 

Moved  Sutherland  and  seconded.     Carri- d  with 

applause. 

Moved  Wheat ey,   seconded,   that  we  show  our 
a ^reciation  of  the  excelJent  work  done  by  the  chairman. 
Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  Sutherland  that  we  extend  a  vote  of 
apprec  1  at  i  on  to  the  staff.     Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  Wood  that  we  also  extend  a  veto  of 
thanks  to  the  convention  committees.     Carried  with  app- 
lause • 

Convention  closed  at  1]  p.m.  with  the  singing 
of     GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


